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TUSCANIA 
 

Vore, Ralph Earl 
1893 KS – 1963 OK 

 
 

 
Ralph Earl Vore – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb 1918 p 17 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J9BD-

N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A7188-MD6Z 
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Obituary of Ralph Earl Vore - "Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) Thursday 18 Jul 1963 p 7  

 



3 
 

 



4 
 

 

 
Obituary of Ralph Earl Vore – “Alva (OK) Record-Courier” Wednesday 17 Jul 1963 p 1 & p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_08_00002-

03336?pId=2797945 
 

Life: 
 
 

 
“Dacoma (OK) News” Friday 30 Apr 1909 p 9 

 

 
“Dacoma (OK) News” Friday 14 May 1909 p 7 
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“Dacoma (OK) Enterprise” Friday 17 Oct 1913 p 1 

 
 

 
“Dacoma (OK) Enterprise” Friday 2 Oct 1914 p 5 

 

 
“Dacoma (OK) Enterprise” Friday 9 Oct 1914 p 1 

 

 
“Dacoma (OK) Enterprise” Friday 26 May 1916 p 4 
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“Dacoma (OK) Enterprise” Friday 27 Oct 1916 p 4 

 

 
“Dacoma (OK) Enterprise” Friday 26 Jan 1917 p 4 

 

 
“Dacoma (OK) Enterprise” Friday 28 Sep 1917 p 6 
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"Alva (OK) Daily Pioneer” Monday 3 Dec 1917 p 2 

 
"Alva (OK) Daily Pioneer" 11 Feb 1918 p 1 - reports wrong brother, Cecil H. Vore of Dacoma on 
Tuscania, among 1st drafted from Woods Co., left Sep 1917 - later: news came Cecil was safe, his 
name on list   
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"Alva (OK) Daily Pioneer" Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Dacoma (OK) Mascot” Thursday 21 Mar 1918 p 1 – also published in “Alva (OK) Daily Pioneer” 

Saturday 23 Mar 1918 p 1 
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"Alva (OK) Daily Pioneer: Press" Friday 29 Mar 1918 p 2 
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“Dacoma (OK) Mascot” Thursday 4 Jul 1918 p 12 
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“Dacoma (OK) Mascot” Thursday 8 Aug 1918 p 1 & p 12 
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“Dacoma (OK) Mascot” Thursday 12 Sep 1918 p 1 
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“Alva OK) Daily Press” Friday 7 Feb 1919 p 1  
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“Dacoma (OK) Mascot” Thursday 29 May 1919 p 1 

 
 

 
“Dacoma (OK) Mascot” Thursday 20 Nov 1919 p 1 

 

 
“Carmen (OK) Headlight” Friday 5 Dec 1919 p 3 
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“Alva (OK) Review-Courier” Tuesday 1 Jul 1930 p 1 
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“Alva (OK) Record-Courier” Tuesday 22 Nov 1932 p 6 
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“Alva (OK) Review-Courier” Thursday 12 Jan 1933 p 2 
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Ralph was holding a Bible when the Tuscania was sunk – “Alva (OK) Record-Courier” Tuesday 16 

Jan 1934 p 1 
 

 
“Alva (OK) Record-Courier” Sunday 8 Nov 1942 p 2 
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“Carmen (OK) Headlight” Thursday 4 Mar 1954 p 2 

 
 

 
Wife: 

 

 
“Alva (OK) Weekly Record” Friday 24 Dec 1920 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63586212:61379 
 

Children: 
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Military headstone for son Charles A. Vore (1921-1945) –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_644066_0017-
01363?pId=1163357 

 

  
“Alva (OK) Record-Courier” Thursday 16 Mar 1939 p 5 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_644066_0017-01363?pId=1163357
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_644066_0017-01363?pId=1163357
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“Enid (OK) Morning News” Wednesday 18 Mar 1942 p 6 
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Obituary of Charles Vore’s widow, Ada A. Clemons Vore McCabe – “Cedar Rapids (IA) Gazette” 

Sunday 15 Apr 2012 p M4 
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Obituary of “Alva (OK) Review-Courier” Sunday 22 Jul 1945 p 1 
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“Alva (OK) Chronoscope” Thursday 17 May 1945 p 1 
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Marriage of daughter Elizabeth Earlene Vore to Alvin Lee Nusser on 17 Aug 1948 – “Alva (OK) 

Review-Courier” Sunday 15 Aug 1948 p 3 
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Daughter Christine Ruth Vore Dixon Marsland – “Alva (OK) Record-Courier” Friday 21 May 1954 p 1 

 
 

 
Birth of Christine 25 Sep 1931 – “Enid (OK) Morning News” Sunday 4 Oct 1931 p 7 
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“Carmen (OK) Headlight” Thursday 25 Mar 1954 p 7 

 
 
 

 

 
Son Earl David Vore (1937-2021) 
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https://obituaries.woodwardnews.net/obituary/earl-vore-1082672653 

 
 
 

https://obituaries.woodwardnews.net/obituary/earl-vore-1082672653
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Thesis - https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/215253374.pdf 

 
 

 
https://www.tahlequahdailypress.com/news/spurred-by-state-tahlequah-developed-arts-

council/article_19f0e652-6da8-50e8-9630-39131bc8528b.html 
 
 
 

Mother: 
 

https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/215253374.pdf
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Mother Melvina Elizabeth (“Vina”) Ross Vore – left: Find A Grave 57376829 and right: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/56591638/person/420007528846/media/a3ed2760-86c5-4317-82d5-1efa3d67ca7e 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/56591638/person/420007528846/media/a3ed2760-86c5-4317-82d5-1efa3d67ca7e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/56591638/person/420007528846/media/a3ed2760-86c5-4317-82d5-1efa3d67ca7e
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Obituary of mother “Alva (OK) Record-Courier” Sunday 2 Dec 1951 p 6 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Ralph Earl Vore 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2 - private 
Serial number:  251,614 
Entered service from:  Dacoma, Woods OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ralph E. Vore 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Edward Vore, Decoma OK  
Returned from war on: "Great Northern" May 1919 
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Sailed on return ship as: Ralph E. Vore 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Vina Vore, Dacoma OK (cpl, Co. D, 125th Inf) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ralph E. Vore - b. 20 May 1893 Santa Fe KS; res: Route 
1, Lamar, Bent CO. Single. Farming for myself at Dacoma OK. Tall in height, medium build. 
Registered 31 May 1917, in advance of national registration day on 5 Jun 1917 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Dacoma OK  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ralph Earl Vore - b. 20 May 1893 Haskell Co. KS; res: 
Route 1, Dacoma, Woods OK. NOK Mrs. Flossie Vore, same address. Self-employed on farm at 
Dacoma, Woods OK. Height: 5’10” – 178 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 2 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  23 May 1919 
Address:  Dacoma OK 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Casual Detachment 11 Rec Bn 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  20 May 1893 Haskell Co. KS (WWI draft: Santa Fe, Haskell KS)   
Died: 16 Jul 1963 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma OK (not 19 Jul but 16 Jul, and not in Woods Co. OK – 
and the newspaper of 18 Jul 1963 could not have reported a death on 19 Jul)   
Find A Grave record: 57377001 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Alva, Woods OK 
Cemetery:  Union Center 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oklahoma Cpl Co D 125 Infantry WWI  
 
Father:  William Edgar (Ed) Vore, 1 May 1857 Cedar Rapids, Linn IA – 2 Jun 1945 Dacoma, 
Woods OK. Son of Peter Vore & Martha Ann Eakens. William & wife Melvina lived in a 
dugout in Haskell Co. KS for 5 years (1888-1893). He traded his 160-acre farm in KS for a 
shotgun and then William participated in the Cherokee Outlet Land Run of 1893, leaving his wife 
& 3 children (including Ralph) behind in KS. He staked his claim 2 miles south of the present town 
of Dacoma OK. Finding another man had staked the same claim, William did some jockeying in the 
line at the filing office in Alva OK to get ahead of the other claimant. After building a dubout on the 
claim, William returned to KS for his family, which journeyed back to OK in a covered wagon. In 
spring 1894, Ed & his neighbors bult the first schoolhouse. On the farm, Ed planted an orchard of 
fruit trees & raised Belgian drft horses, purebred shorthorn cattle & Poland China hogs. His original 
two-room frame house expanded over the years & was electrified in the early 1940s. He bought a 
gas station in Dacoma OK in 1929 (Vore Oil Station), which was first run by William’s son-in-law 
Cecil Coale, then son Ralph, then son Ross. Buried in Union Center Cemetery, Alva, Woods OK. 
Find A Grave:  57376844 
 
Mother: Melvina Elizabeth ("Vina") Ross Vore 5 Aug 1867 Tipton Co. IN – 24 Nov 1951 Alva, 
Woods OK. Daughter of Andrew Jackson Ross & Lydia Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) Tuder. Her family 
moved from IN to western KS when she was a young girl. 
 
Find A Grave:  57376829 
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Parents’ marriage:  29 Jul 1888 Santa Fe, Haskell KS 
 
Spouse: Flossie Irene Reed Vore, 23 Nov 1901 Woods Co. OK – 12 Oct 1990 Alva, Woods OK. 
Daughter of Milton Hamilton Reed & Christina Proffitt. Buried in Union Center Cemetery, Alva, 
Woods OK.   
Spouse Find A Grave:  57376963 
Marriage: 16 Dec 1920 Alfalfa Co. OK 
 
Children: 

• Charles Adron Vore, 5 Sep 1921 Belle, Woods OK – 21 Jul 1945 Alva, Woods OK. Enlisted as 
pilot in US Army Air Corps in WWII; was a 2nd lieutenant. Married 3 Mar 1942 in Woods Co. 
OK to Ada Alvaretta Clemons, later McCabe (1922-2012). He was killed in a head-on 
collision car accident while in service; his store Charles Jr. was 8 days old. Buried in Union 
Center Cemetery, Alva, Woods OK. F: 57376909 

• Peggy Jane Vore Percival, 23 Jan 1926 Belle, Woods OK – 12 Nov 1996 Hopeton, Woods OK. 
Wife of Neal Lavern Percival Sr. (1928-2015, F: 148547451) whom she married 22 Dec 1945 
in KS. Buried in Alva Municipal Cemetery, Alva, woods OK. F: 41223791 

• Elizabeth Earlene Vore Nusser, 20 May 1929 Dacoma, Woods OK – 21 Jul 2000 Portales, 
Roosevelt NM. Wife of Alvin Lee (“Bud”) Nusser (1927-1995, F: 79330243) whom she 
married 17 Aug 1948 in Dacoma, Woods OK. Buried in Alva Municipal Cemetery, Alva, 
Wods OK. F: 79330195  

• Christine Ruth Vore Dixon Marsland, 25 Sep 1931 - . Married William F. (Billy) Dixon on 29 
May 1954. Listed as brother Earl Vore’s surviving sister, residing in Covington LA as 
Christena Marsland.   

• Earl David Vore, 25 Dec 1937 Dacoma, Woods OK – 23 Jun 2021 OK. Married 15 May 1965 in 
Hopeton OK to Judy Ann Fulkerson. One of OK’s most successful girls’ basketball coaches 
from 1962-1979. His teams won numerous state championships in basketball & track. 
Inducted into the OK Girls Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame in 1983. Buried in Union Center 
Cemetery, Alva, Woods OK. F; 228862249 

• Jimmie Dean (Jim) Vore, Mar 1944 OK - . Listed with wife Moira as the surviving brother of 
brother Earl in Jun 2021, residing in Washington DC. Appears to have graduated from 
Oklahoma State University in 1966. 

 
Siblings:  

• Cecil Harry Vore, 5 Jun 1889 Santa Fe, Haskell Co. KS – 7 Apr 1963 Alva, Woods OK. Served 
in WWI. Never married. Farmed & raised horses. Buried in Union Center Cemetery, Alva, 
Woods OK. F: 57376823 

• Ross Otis Vore, 14 Nov 1890 Santa Fe, Haskell Co. KS – 1 Jan 1975 Dacoma, Woods OK. 
Husband of Lillian R. Russell (1897-1969, F: 53373356), the daughter of James Thomas 
Russell & Colotha Cowan. They married 12 Nov 1919 in Enid, Garfield OK. Served in WWI. 
Ross & Lillian had 1 son & 3 daughters. Buried in Union Center Cemetery, Alva, Woods OK. 
F: 53310416 

• Hazel Naomi Vore Coale, 7 Nov 1894 Belle, Woods OK – 7 Jul 1925 Alva, Woods OK. Wife of 
Cecil Ellsworth Coale (1892 IL – 1981 FL, F: 219414475), the son of Elmer Ellsworth Coale & 
Mary Adeline Phar, whom she married 17 Jul 1920 in Alva, Woods OK. Their son, Carl Coale, 
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was often cared for by his paternal grandparents; Carl died in WWII. Buried in Union Center 
Cemetery, Alva, Woods KS. F: 57376804 

• Ray Omar Vore, 4 Nov 1896 Cora, Woods OK – 25 Nov 1974 Dacoma, Woods OK. Married in 
1918 to Lola Mae Holder (1900-1979, F: 57377856), the daughter of James Lee Holder & 
Minera Elmina Murrow. They married 14 Aug 1918 in Enid, Garfield OK. Ray & Lola had 3 
sons & 3 daughters. Buried in Union Center Cemetery, Alva, Woods OK. F: 57377878 

• Clyde Andrew Vore, 21 May 1907 Belle, Woods OK – Sep 1985 Alva, Woods OK. Married in 
1936 to Marguerite M. (“Margie”) Grasclaude (1916-1989, F: 57589517). They married 5 Jan 
1936 in Alfalfa Co. OK.They had 2 daughters. He was a Woods Co. OK sheriff. Buried in 
Union Center Cemetery, Alva, Woods OK. F: 57589498 

• Helen Mae Vore, d. at birth, ca. 1909 Belle, Woods OK.  
 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 448-12-8319 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Belle, Woods OK 
Edgar Vore, 41 OH, May 1859, parents’ birthplaces unknown, married 11 years, farmer 
Vine E., 32 IN, Aug 1867, father b. VA, mother b. KY, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Harry C., 10 KS, Jun 1889 
Rose, 9 KS, Nov 1890 
Ralph, 7 KS, May 1893 
Hazel, 5 OK, Nov 1894 
Omar R., 3 OK, Nov 1896 
[on the same page are Vina Reed’ Vore’s parents, Andrew & Lyda Reed] 
 
1910 Belle, Woods OK 
Edwrd Vore, 52 IA, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, married 22 years, farmer, own farm 
Vina, 42 IN, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Cecil, 18 KS, painter, house 
Ross, 16 KS, farm laborer, home farm 
Ralph W., 14 KS, farm laborer, home farm 
Ray, 12 OK, farm laborer, home farm 
Hazel, 10 OK 
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Clyde, 2 OK 
[on the same page are Vina Reed Vore’s parents, Andrew J. & Lydia E. Ross] 
 
1920 Belle, Woods OK 
Ed Vore, 62 IA, parents b. OH, farmer, general farm 
Vina E., 52 IN, parents b. KY [wife] 
Ross O., 29 KS, married, farmer, general farm [son] 
Lillian, 23 TX, married, parents b. TX, housekeeper, at home [daughter-in-law] 
Ralph, 28 KS, single, farmer, general farm 
Hazel M., 24 OK, single 
Clyde A., 12 OK 
 
1930 Belle, Woods OK – conducted 14 Apr 1930 
Ralph E. Vore, 36 KS, father b. IA, mother b. IN, age 27 at 1st marriage, farmer, WWI veteran 
Flossie I., 27 OK, parents b. IL, age 18 at 1st marriage 
Charles A., 8 OK 
Peggy J., 4 OK 
Earline E., 10 months OK 
 
1940 Belle, Woods OK – in rural Woods Co. OK in 1935 
Ralph E. Vore, 47 OK, farmer, farming 
Flossie, 37 OK 
Peggy Jane, 14 OK 
Earline E., 11 OK 
Christena Ruth, 9 OK 
Earl David, 2 OK 
 
1950 Belle, Woods OK 
Ralph Vore, 57 KS, filling station operator, retail gas & oil store 
Flossie, 48 OK, filling station attendant, retail gas & oil store 
Earl D., 12 OK 
Jimmy D., 8 OK 
 
 


