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TUSCANIA 
 

Volz, George Fred 
1894/1895 IL – 1976 MN 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Survivors wore British military, naval and civilian clothes, often for several weeks. 

They are carrying the flag made by the Ileachs. 
 

The above photograph was sent to the U.S. National Archives by George Volz of St. Paul, 
Minnesota, the hatless man in the second row at the far right. Volz is awarded the Croix de Guerre 
by France, reported the University of Minnesota alumni magazine, for “his splendid courage in 
twice leaving the safety of the life boat and striking out alone to save the lives of two comrades.” 
Volz, a University of Minnesota agriculture student, had actually pulled Boyd Hancock out of the 
sea into his lifeboat, and jumped into the water to rescue a second man. The only Tuscania 
crewman in their lifeboat was washed overboard. 

Above excerpt from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” page 310-311 – one of the 
photographs showing the burials of Tuscania victims on the isle of Islay, Scotland - 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Saturday 30 May 1931 p 2 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J399-

S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ5S-WX2M 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J399-S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ5S-WX2M
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J399-S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ5S-WX2M
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPTV-KZXL 

 
Ramsey Co. MN deaths: "Minneapolis Star" Thursday 15 Apr 1976 p 34  
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Life: 

 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
"Alexandria (LA) Town Talk" 14 Feb 1918 p 3 - story by Associated Press correspondent on Islay, 
Boyd E. Hancock looking "haggard and worn," in hospital on Islay, was in water hour or more when 
Sgt. Volz pulled him into lifeboat, only crew member on board washed overboard, safely navigated 
Islay rocks arriving in middle of night, slept until dawn 
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[article continues} 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 3 – this story is published in newspapers 

nationwide 
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“Willmar (MN) Tribune" Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 2 – with name misspelled as Volz 

 
 
 



8 
 

 



9 
 

“Spokane (WA) Press” Wednesday 11 Nov 1931 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/932655045/ 
 

 
Under guardianship of Old National Bank & Trust Co. – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 30 Sep 

1935 p 6 
 

 
Should read George F. Volz instead of George E. Volz – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 17 

Mar 1937 p 6 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/932655045/
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 5 Feb 1938 p 6 

 
Father: 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Saturday 16 May 1925 p 5 

 
Mother: 
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:  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/96850:61374?ssrc=pt&tid=176409176&pid=162425405161 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents on his parents’ marriage record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342347-
00276?pId=297214 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342347-00276?pId=297214
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342347-00276?pId=297214
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Obituary of mother Harriet Christine Graeser Volz – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 27 Jun 1949 

p 18 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/7638926:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9a602870aa75ecc108b2d44a22cfb88b&_phsrc=
hFB65458&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Katherine Christina Volz Wacklin (1896-1976) - Find A Grave 97903524 and “Minneaolis (MN) 

Star” Thursday 23 Nov 1967 p 105 
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Obituary of sister Katherine C. Volz Wockmuth (1896-1976) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” 

Saturday 3 Jul 1976 p 21 
 

 
Obituary of Online J. Volz Hochmuth (1898-1987) – “Chicago Tribune” Saturday 14 Mar 1987 p 8 

 
Onlie family tree: https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/21376198/person/1685150759/facts?_phsrc=hFB65433&_phstart=successSourc
e 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17797815:2238 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7638867:5180 

 
 

 
Sister Infant girl Volz, stillborn, 15 Aug 1908` – Find A Grave 170900503 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  George Fred Volz 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - 
Serial number:  250,895 
Entered service from:  St. Paul, Ramsey MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George Fred Volz 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Hattie Volz, 997 Bayless Ave., St. Paul MN [i.e. Bayliss 
Ave.] 
Returned from war on: "America" May 1919 - "Mental Patients Class B" – to Messiah Home 
Sailed on return ship as: George L. VOLTZ 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. C. Voltz, 997 Bayless Ave., St. Paul MN, pvt., Eng.   
World War I draft registration (1917): b. 1 Mar 1895 Harvey IL; res: St. Paul MN 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/28712915:6482?tid=176409176&pid=162425405677&queryId=70114d62c468da5b3
2bb944dbb3f8523&_phsrc=hFB65439&_phstart=successSource 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 2248 Scudder St., St. Paul MN 
World War II draft registration (1942):  b.  1 Mar 1895 Harvey IL; res: Hoyt Hotel, Portland OR 
[unemployed, mother Mrs. Harry Volz of Los Angeles CA] 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/13598757:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=608141d78bec73fea03f2bbf6714986a&_phsrc=
hFB65447&_phstart=successSource 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  20 Sep 1917   
Discharged:  16 Sep 1919 
Address:  US Veterans Hospital 86, Fort McKenzie, Sheridan WY 
Rank/unit:   private, US General Hospital 43  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  1 Mar 1894 (Find A Grave) - or -1 Mar 1895 (WWI draft & Veterans Administration 
Master Index) Harvey, Cook IL. George’s parents were married 24 May 1894, so if the 1984 
date is correct, he was born 2 months before their marriage.  The 1900 census lists his birth 
in Mar 1895. 
Died: 29 Mar 1976 Ramsey Co. MN  
Find A Grave record: 67254217 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
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Burial location:  Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 
Cemetery:  Fort Snelling National 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: Christian Volz, 18 Nov 1870 Germany – 14 May 1925 Spokane, Spokane WA. Son of 
Jakob/John Volz & Christina Walz. Buried in Spokane, Spokane WA.  
Find A Grave:  143394166 
 
Mother:  Harriet (“Hattie”) Christine Graeser Volz, 26 May 1874 Germany – 22 Jun 1949 Los 
Angeles Co. CA. Daughter of Herman Graeser & Julia Leanow (spelling?).  Buried in 
Greenwood Memorial Terrace, Spokane, Spokane WA. 
Find A Grave:  143394366 
Parents’ marriage:  24 May 1894 Detroit, Wayne MI. If George was born 1 Mar 1894, his 
birth preceded his parents’ marriage. Most records indicate a birthdate of 1 Mar 1895, 10 
months after his parents’ marriage. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Katherine C. (“Katie”) Volz Wacklin, 9 Aug 1896 Chicago, Cook IL – 1 Jul 1976 Ramsey Co. 
MN. Cook Co. IL birth record lists name as Katrina Christina Volz. Wife of Elmer Francis 
Wacklin (1894-1983).  F: 97903540. Married in 1917 (likely Nov) as they celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary with a party on 26 Nov 1967. Buried in Sunset Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN.. F: 97903540  

• Onlie J. Volz Hochmuth, 25 Aug 1898 IL – 12 Mar 1987 Glenview, Cook IL. Her 1st name is 
found as Annie, Armie. Wife of Paul F. Hochmuth (1892-1974), whom she married 6 Oct 
1920 in Spokane Co. WA. – Listed in her sister Katherine’s Jul 1976 obituary as Mrs. Olnie 
Hochmuth of North Brook IL. Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Skokie, Cook IL but not on 
Find A Grave as of 5 May 2023. 

• Charles Henry Volz, 6 Mar 1906 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 4 Feb 1975 Los Angeles Co. CA. – In 
1940, Charles Henry Volz, 34 MN, a railroad clerk, who had resided in Spokane, Spokane 
WA in 1935, was a lodger in Spokane, Spokane WA. - Married 26 Aug 1949 in Los Angeles 
Co. CA to Lavina A. Gibson.  F: 85540041.  

• Baby girl Volz, 15 Aug 1908 Ramsey Co. MN – 15 Aug 1908 Ramsey Co. MN. Stillborn. Buried 
in Elmhurst Cemetery, St. Paul, Ramsey MN. F: 170900503 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
University of Minnesota ag. student 1914-1915 
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Wartime: 
Awarded the Croix de Guerre by France for saving 2 men on the Tuscania 
 
George was sent to the Messiah Home when his return shop docked in the US. The Messiah 
Home was a building on the southwest corner of University & Tremont avenues in NYC. It was 
leased from the Catholic War Council & operated as the psychiatric wing of the Columbia War 
Hospital. It treated 3,000 mentally ill soldiers beginning in Nov. 1918. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 542-28-0635 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Hyde Park, Chicago IL – 9351 Lyons Ave. 
Chris Volz, 29 Germany, Nov 1870, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1890, in US for 18 years, papers 
filed, salesman 
Hattie, 26 Germany, May 1874, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1886, in US for 14 years, gave birth 
to 3 children, 3 are living 
George C., 5 IL, Mar 1895 
Katie, 3 IL, Aug 1896 
Armie, 1 IL, Aug 1898 
 
 

  997 Bayliss Ave - 
https://www.google.com/maps/place/997+Bayless+Ave,+St+Paul,+MN+55114/@44.9714495,-
93.1994191,3a,75y,299.13h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sNNyP51fi39uXNrXsjWrF1A!2e0!7i16384!8i
8192!4m7!3m6!1s0x52b32cbf7f9f4ee3:0x92ec3009f5b3f9a7!8m2!3d44.9715718!4d-
93.199728!10e5!16s%2Fg%2F11c5p_k38n 
. 
1910 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 997 Bayliss Ave. 
Christian Volz, 39 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, emigrated 1892, 
naturalized, signal supervisor, railroad 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/997+Bayless+Ave,+St+Paul,+MN+55114/@44.9714495,-93.1994191,3a,75y,299.13h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sNNyP51fi39uXNrXsjWrF1A!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m7!3m6!1s0x52b32cbf7f9f4ee3:0x92ec3009f5b3f9a7!8m2!3d44.9715718!4d-93.199728!10e5!16s%2Fg%2F11c5p_k38n
https://www.google.com/maps/place/997+Bayless+Ave,+St+Paul,+MN+55114/@44.9714495,-93.1994191,3a,75y,299.13h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sNNyP51fi39uXNrXsjWrF1A!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m7!3m6!1s0x52b32cbf7f9f4ee3:0x92ec3009f5b3f9a7!8m2!3d44.9715718!4d-93.199728!10e5!16s%2Fg%2F11c5p_k38n
https://www.google.com/maps/place/997+Bayless+Ave,+St+Paul,+MN+55114/@44.9714495,-93.1994191,3a,75y,299.13h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sNNyP51fi39uXNrXsjWrF1A!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m7!3m6!1s0x52b32cbf7f9f4ee3:0x92ec3009f5b3f9a7!8m2!3d44.9715718!4d-93.199728!10e5!16s%2Fg%2F11c5p_k38n
https://www.google.com/maps/place/997+Bayless+Ave,+St+Paul,+MN+55114/@44.9714495,-93.1994191,3a,75y,299.13h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sNNyP51fi39uXNrXsjWrF1A!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m7!3m6!1s0x52b32cbf7f9f4ee3:0x92ec3009f5b3f9a7!8m2!3d44.9715718!4d-93.199728!10e5!16s%2Fg%2F11c5p_k38n
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Hattie, 35 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1884, gave birth to 7 children, 4 
are living 
George C., 15 IL 
Kate C., 13 IL 
Anne L., (as indexed, but appears to read Omne or Orne), 13 IL 
Charles H., 4 MN 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 cannot locate him 
His mother “Harriot” Volz resides at 1207 E. 17th Avenue, Spokane, Spokane WA, age 55, b. 
Germany, 1st marriage at age 20. 
In the 1931 Spokane WA city directory, George E. & Harriet C. Volz reside at 1207 – 17th Avenue. This 
is also the address used in a 1931 Spokane WA newspaper article about George’s Tuscania 
experience. 
Harriet is also listed in the 1940 census at the 1207 E. 17th Avenue address in Spokane WA. 
 
1940 Fort Lewis, Pierce WA – Veterans Administration Facility, American Lake – line 60 
George F. Volz, 45 IL, single, patient in an institution, in 1935 in Spokane, Spokane WA 
 
1950 Spokane, Spokane WA – Adlon Hotel Apartment & Sleeping Rooms 
George F. VELEZ or VELOZ, 55 IL, never married, unable to work 
 


