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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Vickers, William Ervin 

1888 KS – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
Burial of William Ervin Vickers in Arlington National Cemetery – 57194626 – he died 5 Feb 

1918 not 5 Sep 1918 
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Signature on WWI draft registration – 5 Jun 1917 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/10307941:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=72589fc4a6a1390a6ddf6b88cd9f804f&

_phsrc=hFB65129&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J95T-

5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWVJ-6ZW2 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10307941:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=72589fc4a6a1390a6ddf6b88cd9f804f&_phsrc=hFB65129&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10307941:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=72589fc4a6a1390a6ddf6b88cd9f804f&_phsrc=hFB65129&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10307941:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=72589fc4a6a1390a6ddf6b88cd9f804f&_phsrc=hFB65129&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1412349:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=72589fc4a6a1390a6ddf6b88cd9f804f&_
phsrc=hFB65132&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KK-

5?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-1FDJ 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1412349:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=72589fc4a6a1390a6ddf6b88cd9f804f&_phsrc=hFB65132&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1412349:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=72589fc4a6a1390a6ddf6b88cd9f804f&_phsrc=hFB65132&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1412349:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=72589fc4a6a1390a6ddf6b88cd9f804f&_phsrc=hFB65132&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KK-5?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-1FDJ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KK-5?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-1FDJ
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2nd line from bottom - “Miami (OK) Record-Herald” Friday 24 Aug 1917 p 1 
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“Afton (OK) American” Thursday 4 Oct 1917 p 1 
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“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Ottawa (KS) Herald” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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"Dodge City (KS) Daily Globe" Wednesday 13 F 1918 p 1 – he was buried in Scotland - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/426386144/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/426386144/
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Excerpt: 

 
“Wichita (KS) Eagle” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 12 
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“Enid (OK) Daily Morning News” Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 13 
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“Afton (OK) American” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 
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"Pineville (MO) Democrat" Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 1 
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"Pineville Democrat" Friday 8 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Miami (OK) Daily Record-Herald” Sunday 14 Dec 1919 p 9 
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“Afton (OK) American” Thursday 1 Jan 1920 p 4 
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“Afton (OK) American” Thursday 8 Jan 1920 p 1 
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“Afton (OK) American” Thursday 12 Jan 1933 p 1 

 
 

Father: 
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MO death record of father James Manford Vickers – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1928_00010026-
01758?pId=2026202 

 
Mother: 
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MO death record of mother Mary Arvilla Moon – https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/492960:60382?tid=163075883&pid=272122854536&queryId=708e11695d08
b2acbd578bda7b01292b&_phsrc=hFB65090&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings: 
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Obituary of William Allison Burress, husband of sister Charlotte J. Vickers Burress (1882-

1957) – “Blackwell (OK) Journal-Tribune” Saturday 19 Oct 1935 p 5 
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OR death record of sister Mamie Pearl Vickers Benedict Bond (1886-1915) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/284483:61675 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/284483:61675
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Obituary of sister Viola Mae Vickers Moore (1884-1953) – “Vinita (OK) Daily Journal” 

Monday 16 Feb 1953 p 1 
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Sister Mamie Pearl Vickers Benedict Bond (1886-1915) -= birth of son of Mamie & David 
Bond on 18 Oct 1915 – she died the same day - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/300234029:61676 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/300234029:61676
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/300234029:61676
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“Salina (KS) Evening Journal” Thursday 26 Oct 1911 

 
 

 

 
Sister Viola May Vickers Moore (1884-1953) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10319723:60901?tid=163075883&pid=272122854537&queryId=e36de3e651
47e7803c09c9b8d5a8ad38&_phsrc=hFB65109&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10319723:60901?tid=163075883&pid=272122854537&queryId=e36de3e65147e7803c09c9b8d5a8ad38&_phsrc=hFB65109&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10319723:60901?tid=163075883&pid=272122854537&queryId=e36de3e65147e7803c09c9b8d5a8ad38&_phsrc=hFB65109&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10319723:60901?tid=163075883&pid=272122854537&queryId=e36de3e65147e7803c09c9b8d5a8ad38&_phsrc=hFB65109&_phstart=successSource
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“Pineville (MO) Herald” Friday 16 Dec 1904 p 5 

 

 
Brother Clark Haven Vickers ( 1891-1978) & wife Goldie Bilby Vickers, Sep 1964- 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/25648910/person/1692422873/media/4482aa5f-1bab-4b03-9e33-

7bbabb5afca0 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/25648910/person/1692422873/media/4482aa5f-1bab-4b03-9e33-7bbabb5afca0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/25648910/person/1692422873/media/4482aa5f-1bab-4b03-9e33-7bbabb5afca0
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/25648910/person/1692422873/media/4482aa5f-1bab-4b03-9e33-7bbabb5afca0
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Obituary of Clark Haven Vickers, published in the “Sapulpa (OK) Daily Herald” Thursday 16 

Mar 1978 p 12 – on Find A Grave 211064869 
 
 



31 
 

 
MO death record of brother Harvey Edgar Vickers (1899-1922) – courtesy of Steven 

Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Marriage of sister Inez (Ina) Irene Vickers (1884-1980) to John Homer Johnson on 18 Mar 

1913 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c3184-

0436?pId=502925699 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/13766578:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=110933463&pid=412013527749 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c3184-0436?pId=502925699
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c3184-0436?pId=502925699
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13766578:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=110933463&pid=412013527749
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13766578:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=110933463&pid=412013527749
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Obituary of Inez Irene Vickers Johnson – “Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Thursday 5 Jun 

1980 p 2 
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Marriage of brother Edgar Harvey Vickers (1899-1922) to Mary Penny - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/26976325:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=110933463&pid=412013527745 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26976325:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=110933463&pid=412013527745
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26976325:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=110933463&pid=412013527745
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WWI draft registration 12 Sep 1918 – described as “imbecile” - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31142320:6482 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31142320:6482
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Obituary of brother Clarence Oman (here Owen) Vickers (1901-1949) – “Grove (OK) Sun” 

Thursday 5 Jan 1950 p 1 
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https://centennial.legion.org/oklahoma/post124 

 
 

 
https://www.yellowpages.com/afton-ok/mip/american-legion-504047409 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  William Ervin Vickers 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 77th Co. - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until the sinking of 
the Tuscania showed their value, so William died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Southwest City, McDonald MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William E. Vickers 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.M. Vickers, RR 2, Southwest City MO [i.e. James 
Manford Vickers] 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland, grave 31, as 
William E. Vickers 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 Aug 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: W.E. Vickers 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2 

https://centennial.legion.org/oklahoma/post124
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World War I draft registration (1917): b. 28 Dec 1888 Berlington [sic] KS; res: Afton, Ottawa 
OK 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed. 
Address: Southwest City MO 
Rank: private, 2nd Casual Co. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  28 Dec 1888 Burlington, Coffey KS  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania (date on tombstone of 15 Sep 1918)  
Find A Grave: 57194626 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower.    
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington National 
Tombstone:    veteran tombstone: Oklahoma Pvt US Army – tombstone for W.E. Vickers 
shows death date of 5 Sep 1918 
 
Father:  James Manford (Mamford) Vickers, 6 Aug 1856 Bushnell, McDonough IL – 27 Mar 
1928 McDonald Co. MO. Son of William Vickers JR. & Mary Ann Robinson. Farmer. Died of a 
cerebral hemorrhage. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Southwest City, McDonald MO. 
Find A Grave:  62417675 
 
Mother: Mary Arvilla Moon Vickers, 3 Mar 1861 MN – 6 Jun 1930 Prairie, McDonald MO [city 
is listed as Southwest City on Find A Grave but this is crossed off on her MO death record & 
Prairie inserted]. Daughter of James Valentine Moon & Tabitha Stanbrough. Died from heart 
disease. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Southwest City, McDonald MO. 
Find A Grave:  62417621 
Parents’ marriage:  1882 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Charlotte J. (“Lottie”) Vickers Burress, 6 Oct 1882 KS – 26 Apr 1957. Wife of William Allison 
Burress (20 Oct 1860 Munfordsville, Heart KY – 14 Oct 1935 Blackwell, Kay OK, F: 
75084632) who in 1883 had married Rhoda C. Biggs (1868-1923, F: 70168132), with whom 
he had 6 children. William was the son of Marion Thomas Burress & Elizabeth Ann Lemmon. 
“Sharlotte” Vickers, age 32, married William (age 53) on 7 Apr 1915 in Tulsa Co. OK. – 
Charlotte’s daughter Mary (“Billie”) Isabel Burress was born 1919, died 1992.Buried in 
Blackwell Cemetery, Blackwell, Kay OK. F: 75084629 
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• Viola Mae Vickers Moore, 10 May 1884 La Crosse, Rush KS – 14 Feb 1953 Vinita, Craig OK. 
Married on 12 Dec 1904 in Pineville, McDonald MO to Alonzo Moore (1872 MO – 1957 OK, F: 
61433830), the son of James Knox Polk Moore & Sarah Ann Margaret Tucker. – Alonzo’s 
name is faint on their marriage license and has been indexed as Roger Moore. -  In the 1910 
census, Alonzo & Viola Moore lived in township 6, Delaware Co. OK & in 1920 in Afton, 
Ottawa OK. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Vinita, Craig OK. F: 61434092 

• Mamie Pearl Vickers Benedict Bond, 11 Jan 1886 LaCrosse, Rush KS – 18 Oct 1915 
Portland, Multnomah OR. Mamie married Lester Hamilton Benedict (19 Nov 1879 Nevada, 
Vernon MO – 28 Jan 1951 Wichita, Sedgwick KS, F: 157263148) on 20 Jan 1909 in 
Fayetteville, Washington Do. AR. They had 2 sons: Ensign (1909) & Charles (1911) Benedict. 
– In the 1909 Fort Smith KS city directory, Lester H. Benedict, laborer & wife Mamie live at 
210 E. 4th. - In the 1910 census (conduced 19 Apr 1910),  Mamie P. Benedict, age 24, b. KS, 
father b. IN, mother b. MN, married 1 year, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living, and her son 
Ensign M. Benedict, age 5 months, b. KS, father b. MO, mother b. KS, live with Mamie’s 
father-in-law & mother-in-law, John K. Glassford (84 OH) & Anne E. Glassford (66 OH) who 
have been married 9 years. On Nov 1910 Lester left her & married Helen Sanborn, age 16, 
ono 30 Jun 1911 without divorcing Mamie. Helen left him upon discovering her marriage 
was invalid. On Lester’s Find A Grave record is pictured the wife whom he left after they had 
6 children together, giving her the impression he had died, and another wife he deserted 
after she gave birth to his twins. – Mamie Benedict married David Bond on 28 Jun 1913 in 
Ottawa Co. OK. David was born in AR. She gave birth to John W. Bond on 18 Oct 1915 in 
Portland, Multnomah OR & died that same day of a rupture in her left lung. – David Bond’s 
death date is reported as 1916 in OR, but could not confirm. - According to her OR death 
record, Mamie Bond is buried in Rose City Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR but is not on 
Find A Grave as of 1 May 2023.  

• Raymond Valentine (“Ray”) Vickers, 25 Mar 1887 La Crosse, Rush KS – 19 May 1961 Afton, 
Ottawa OK. – Married 25 Dec 1908 in Southwest City, McDonald MO to Leora E. Tuggle 
(1894-1910). Their son, James Valentine Vickers, was born 1909, died 1910. – Married 2 Feb 
1914 in Cassville, Barry MO to Sarah Elizabeth (“Betty”) Jones (1893-1967, F: 62415350),. 
Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Southwest City, McDonald MO. F: 62415299 

• Clark Haven Vickers, 1 Oct 1891 Southwest City, McDonald MO [also found as Osceola, St. 
Clair MO on his WWI draft registration] – 16 Mar 1978 Bowden, Creek OK. SSN 442-03-
4540.- Did not live with his family in the 1900 census, but is reported with them in the 1910 
census. In 1910, Clark Vickers, 8 MO, father b. IL, mother b. MN, born Oct 1891, is a 
boarder with August Tipp (40 TX), wife Frances (26 Germany) & their daughter Dorie (1 TX) in 
Justice Precinct 8, Colorado Co. TX. – When he registered for the WWI draft in 1917, he was 
a blacksmith for C.M. Pritchard in Tulsa OK. He was single & listed himself as the “sole 
support of family” – “father & mother & invalid brother.” Married 24 Jul 1919 in Tulsa Co. OK 
to Goldie Vinita (“Neta”) Bilby (1902-1976, F: 91544350). Employee for over 43 years of the 
Ozark-Mahoning Chemical Co. Buried in Green Hill Memorial Gardens Cemetery, Sapulpa, 
Creek OK. F: 211064869 

• Inez (Ina) Irene Vickers Johnson, 1 May 1894 Osceola, St. Clair MO – 2 Jun 1980 Shasta Co. 
CA. Married on 18 Mar 1913 in Jackson Co. MO to John Homer Johnson (22 May 1879 GA – 7 
May 1967 Redding, Shasta CA), the son of William Elsey & Alice Johnson. According to her 
obituary, Inez Johnson is buried in Lawncrest Memorial Park, Redding, Shasta CA but is not 
on Find A Grave as of 1 May 2023. 
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• Ralph Douglas Vickers, 15 Feb 1896 Osceola, St. Clair MO – 28 Aug 1896 Osceola, St. Clair 
MO. Not on Find A Grave as of 1 May 2023. 

• Edgar Harvey / Harvey Edgar Vickers, 17 Jul 1899 Eagle Lake, Colorado Co. TX – 8 Feb 1922 
McDonald Co. MO. On his WWI draft registration (12 Sep 1918), he is described as an 
“imbecile.” His brother Clark Vickers reports on his WWI draft card that Clark is the sole 
support of his father, mother and “invalid brother” (presumably Edgar). There is a marriage 
record with Mary Penny on 26 Feb 1918 in Jefferson Co. TX  Buried in Fairview Cemetery, 
Southwest City, McDonald MO. F; 62417708 

• Clarence Oman Vickers, 10 Dec 1901 Miami, Ottawa OK – 29  Dec 1949 [at home of his 
brother Ray “in Dodge.” OK death record reports his death in Dec 1950 in Miami, Ottawa 
OK.] Never married. When he registered for the WWII draft (14 Feb 1942), he was 
unemployed with an address of Box 35, Bowden, Creek OK. C.H. Vickers [brother Clark 
Haven Vickers] was his next-of-kin. Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Southwest City, McDonald 
MO. F: 62417747 

• James Vickers, 1909 OK -  In the 1910 census conducted 18 Jun 1910, James is 10 months 
old. His birthdate computes to ca. Aug 1909. Several erroneous linkages are found online – 
to a man who died in Boston MA & to a Black man who lived in Springville, Logan OK in the 
1930 census. 

 
Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/25648910/person/1693150113/facts 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
American Legion Post No. 124 in Afton, Ottawa OK was named for William E. Vickers on 8 
Dec 1919. It now operates as the Vickers-Nicholson Post. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1885 KS state census – LaCrosse, Rush KS – as of 1 Mar 188 
J.M. Vickers, 28, farming 
Mrs. J.M. Vickers, 24, farming 
Lottie, 2 
Viola, 11 months 
The next entry is for William & Mrs. William Vickers, both age 62, both engaged in farming – 
James Manford Vickers’s parents 
 
1900 Precinct 8, Colorado Co. TX – conducted 18 Jun 1900 
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James M. Vickers, 43 IL, Aug 1856, father b. NC, mother b. IN, married 18 years, farmer 
Mary A., 40 MN, Mar 1860, father b. OH, mother b. WI, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living 
Charlotte, 17 KS, Oct 1882 
Mamie, 14 KS, Jan 1886, at school 
Ray, 13 KS, Mar 1887, at school 
William, 11 KS, Dec 1888, at school 
Inez, 6 MO, May 1894 
Edgar, 10 months TX, Jul 1899 
& father William Vickers, 76 NC, Sep 1823, parents b. NC, status: married, for 54 years 
 
1910 Prairie, McDonald Co. MO 
James M. VIEKERS [indexed, but can be read as Vickers], 53 IL, father b. NC, mother b. IN, married 
28 years, farmer, general farm 
Mary A., 48 MN, parents b. OH, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living [the children information is 
written in error on James’s line] 
William, 21 KS, single, laborer, home farm 
Clark, 19 MO, laborer, home farm 
Ina, 15 MO 
Edgar, 10 TX 
Clarence, 8 OK 
James, 6 months OK 
 


