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TUSCANIA 

 

Vest, Houston Letcher 
1892 VA – 1937 VA 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J9Q7-

F?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWV2-JH2M 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93727:2375 
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VA Death Certificate: res: 29th St. , 2nd Ward, Buena Vista, b. 17 Apr 1890 Rockbridge Co. 
VA, died of rheumatic heart history according to past  history, mill worker, d. at age 47 

years, 7 months, 18 day, son of H.L. Vest & Sallie Lorman Vest. Informant Mrs. Houston 
Vest - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/734104:9278 

 
 

 
WWI draft card signature is LATCHER -  

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/734104:9278
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Obituary of Houston Letcher Vest – “Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Wednesday 8 Dec 

1937 p 4 
 

 
“Roanoke (VA) Times” Tuesday 7 Dec 1937 p 2 

 
 

  
 



5 
 

Life: 
 

 
Aboard Tuscania – “Roanoke (VA) Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 8 
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Although the 9 Feb 1918 news release from the War Department placed Houston Vest 

among the survivors, this newspaper took a more gloomy outlook 4 days later - "Staunton 
(VA) News Leader" Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/315853965/ 
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[article continues] 

“Roanoke (VA) Times” Wednesday 13 Jul 1932 p 4 
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"Newport News (VA) Daily Press" Wednesday 18 Jul 1934 p 7  

 

 
“Newport News (VA) Daily Press” Sunday 22 Jul 1934 p 12 

 
 
 

Wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5511596:60214 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5511596:60214
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K872-9Q8 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K872-9Q8
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Lula & her parents Mr. & Mrs. B.P. Pitt – “Staunton (VA) Daily News Leader” Friday 7 Sep 

1934 p 3 
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Lula's obituary - "Staunton (VA) News Leader" Monday 4 Aug 1980 p 3   
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VA marriage record of Lula Margaret Staton Vest & Jesse Clifton Painter - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27485808:9279 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27485808:9279
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VA birth record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23376829:9277 
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“Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Monday 18 Jun 1951 p 15 
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VA death record of Lula Margaret Vest Painter - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1590493:9278 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Hiram Levi Vest Sr. – “Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Tuesday 17 Jul 

1945 p 18 
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“Clifton Forge (VA) Daily Review” Monday 16 Jul 1945 p 6 

 

 
“Covington (VA) Virginian” Monday 20 Mar 1933 p 5 
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“Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Friday 20 Sep 1940 p 14 

 

 
“Covington (VA) Virginian” Friday 9 Jul 1943 p 5 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XRDQ-CNT 
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Stepmother: 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/778112:60214?ssrc=pt&tid=8394391&pid=392068788160 
 

 
“Roanoke (VA) Times” Tuesday 14 Apr 1964 p 4 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/778112:60214?ssrc=pt&tid=8394391&pid=392068788160
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/778112:60214?ssrc=pt&tid=8394391&pid=392068788160
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On Lottie’s VA death record, she I Lottie SHORT Vest, daughter of Andew & Maggie Short -
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C95D-D9VD-V?cc=2377565 
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Death of Lottie’s brother William A. Schart in 1934 – “Roanoke (VA) Times” Wednesday 19 

Dec 1934 p 2 
 
 
 
 
 

 Siblings: 
 

 

 
Brother John Samuel Vest (1878-1880) – died of “flux” - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8756/images/VAT1132_18-
0069?pId=2164334 
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Sister Georgia M. Vest Gilbert (1880-1909) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/2457711/person/312121198997/media/c5730ed6-17ad-
4753-a8b8-77678cfab12d?_phsrc=hFB64867&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Obituary of Georgia Vest Gilbert – “Roanoke (VA) World-News” Saturday 11 Sep 1909 p 2 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2457711/person/312121198997/media/c5730ed6-17ad-4753-a8b8-77678cfab12d?_phsrc=hFB64867&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2457711/person/312121198997/media/c5730ed6-17ad-4753-a8b8-77678cfab12d?_phsrc=hFB64867&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2457711/person/312121198997/media/c5730ed6-17ad-4753-a8b8-77678cfab12d?_phsrc=hFB64867&_phstart=successSource
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VA death record of sister Katie Lee Vest Gilbert (1882-1921) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_172028008877_
0054-00199?pId=760119 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_172028008877_0054-00199?pId=760119
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_172028008877_0054-00199?pId=760119
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Katie Vest’s 1st marriage, to Walter Coleman, 25 Dec 1900 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7280322/person/24658393022/facts 
 

 
Katie Vest Coleman’s 2nd marriage, to Hayes Latcher Gilbert, on 14 Jun 1902 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7280322/person/24658393022/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7280322/person/24658393022/facts
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VA death record of brother Hiram Levi Vest Jr. / Hiram Levi Vest (1885-1975) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/752537519:9278 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/752537519:9278
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VA death record of brother Charlie Irvin Vest (1886-1976) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2251048:9278?tid=7280322&pid=24658779015&queryId=e357a04c78cb6d4

2359c3e1f960ffb88&_phsrc=hFB64871&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2251048:9278?tid=7280322&pid=24658779015&queryId=e357a04c78cb6d42359c3e1f960ffb88&_phsrc=hFB64871&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2251048:9278?tid=7280322&pid=24658779015&queryId=e357a04c78cb6d42359c3e1f960ffb88&_phsrc=hFB64871&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2251048:9278?tid=7280322&pid=24658779015&queryId=e357a04c78cb6d42359c3e1f960ffb88&_phsrc=hFB64871&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Hester L. Vest, b. 4 Aug 1888 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6ZBC-

WRS1 
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Sister born 17 Apr 1890 Rockbridge Co. VA - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6JVG-7BGS 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/KHV3-D9P 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6JVG-7BGS
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Sister died 30 Apr 1890 Rockbridge Co. VA - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6Z2G-X7T6 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Houston Letcher Vest 
Name variations:  he signs his WWI draft card as Houston Latcher Vest – Latcher is also on 
Veterans Administration Master Index  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: 250,425   
Entered service from:  Buena Vista, Buena Vista VA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Houston L. Vest 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father H.L. Vest, Buena Vista, Rockbridge Co. VA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Houston L. Vest 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Hoiram (sic, indexed as Boiram) Vest, Buenavista 
VA (wagoner, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): listed as Houston Letcher Vest, card signed as 
Houston Latcher Vest - b. 17 Apr 1891 Rockbridge VA; res: Buena Vista, Rockbridge VA. 
Single. Farmer for self near Buena Vista VA. Tall height, medium build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  as Houston Latcher Vest 
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Enlisted:  18 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  10 Jun 1919 
Address:  Buena Vista VA 
Rank/unit: wagoner, Demob Group    
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 17 Apr 1892 (Find A Grave & Veterans Administration Military Index) (WWI draft: 17 
Apr 1891) Rockbridge Co. VA  
Died: 5 Dec 1937 Rockbridge Co. VA    
Find A Grave record: 39465661 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Buena Vista City VA 
Cemetery:  Green Hill 
Tombstone: Findagrave text & veteran tombstone application: Virginia Wagoner Co D, 6th 
Bn, 20th Engineers 
 
Father:  Hiram Levi Vest (Sr.), 8 Jul 1853 Rockbridge Co. VA – 17 Jul 1945 Rockbridge Co. 
VA. Son of Levi Hiram Vest & Elizabeth Byres. 
Hiram’s 1st wife was Houston’s mother, Sarah Lee Lawman.  
Following her death in 1893, Hiram married on 2 Aug 1894 in Buena Vista VA to Lottie 
Schart.  
Hiram is buried in Green Hill Cemetery, Buena Vista, Buena Vista City VA.  
Find A Grave:  39465369 
 
Mother: Sarah Lee Lawman Vest, 1862 VA – 1893 VA. Her birth surname is also found 
spelled Larman, Lorman and Lehrman. Her burial location is unknown. 
Find A Grave:  145447347 
Parents’ marriage:  15 Jan 1878 Amherst VA 
Family tree claims death occurred 28 Jul 1891 – found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/173853818/person/302345834189/facts?_phsrc=hFB64883&_phstart=su
ccessSource 
1870 census – Sallie Lee Lawman, age 10, with William & Eliza Jarvis, Jarvis children & 
Susan Lawman, age 19 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/173853818/person/302345834189/facts?_phsrc=hFB64883&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/173853818/person/302345834189/facts?_phsrc=hFB64883&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/173853818/person/302345834189/facts?_phsrc=hFB64883&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7163/images/4268486_00532?pId=3
7197360 
 
 
Stepmother: Lottie Schart Vest, 28 Jul 1872 Columbus, Franklin OH – 13 Apr 1964 Buena 
Vista, Rockbridge VA. Daughter of W.A. & Lizzie Schart. Is this her? In the 1891 Columbus 
OH city directory, William (a machinist), William Jr. (a boilermarker) & Lottie Schart all 
resided at 329 W. Broad. Her brother William A. (1856-1880, F: 61136334) is buried in the 
same cemetery as Lottie. – On her VA death Lottie is listed as Lottie SHORT Vest, daughter 
of Andrew & Maggie Short. – Lottie is buried with Hiram in Green Hill Cemetery, Buena 
Vista, Buena Vista City VA.  
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 
Stepmother’s marriage: 2 Aug 1894 Buena Vista VA 
 
Spouse: Lula Margaret Staton Vest Painter, 1893 Amherst Co. VA – 3 Aug 1980 Buena Vista 
City VA. SSN 227-05-4880. Daughter of Benjamin Pitt Staton & Signora (Nora) Ellen 
Lawhorne/Lawhorn.   
Houston’s widow Lula Margaret Vest married Jesse/Jessie Clifton Painter on 13 Jun 1951 in 
Buena Vista VA, in the Baptist Church parsonage. Jesse was bprm 3 Aug 1889 Rockbridge 
Co. VA & 9 Jul 1975 Lexington City VA, F: 115819006. 
Buried in Green Hill Cemetery, Buena Vista, Buena Vista City VA 
Spouse Find A Grave:  39465706. 
Marriage: 17 Aug 1919 in Buena Vista VA. Houston was age 27, b. Rockbridge Co. VA. Lula 
Staton was age 26, b. Amherst Co. VA. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• John Samuel Vest, 17 Feb 1878 Pedlar, Amherst VA – Apr 1880 Pedlar, Amherst VA. 
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• Georgia M. [also found as Anna] Vest Gilbert, 14 Jun 1880 Pedlar, Amherst VA – 10 Sep 1909 
Pedlar, Amherst VA. Wife of Silas N. Gilbert (115696147), the son of Ezekial Z. Gilbert & 
Sarah Elizabeth Nuckols. Georgia’s sister Katie Vest married Silas’s brother Hayes Gilbert. 
Georgia died following an operation for appendicitis. Following Georgia’s death, Silas 
married Catharine Ellen Henson (1891-1993) in 1910.  

• Katie Lee Vest Coleman Gilbert, 10 Jul 1882 Rockbridge Co. VA – 7 Oct 1921 Natural Bridge, 
Rockbridge VA. Married 25 Dec 1900 in Buena Vista VA to Walter Coleman (b. ca. 1878). – 
As Katie Coleman, she married 14 Jun 1902 in Buena Vista VA to Hayes Letcher Gilbert 
(1883-1943, F: 174338954). Hayes was the son of Ezekial Z. Gilbert & Sarah Elizabeth 
Nuckols. Katie’s sister Georgia Vest had married Hayes’s brother Silas Gilbert. – Following 
Katie’s death, Hayes married Mary Alice Widdifield (1899-19547) in 1926. – Katie, who died 
of Bright’s disease, is buried in Hico Cemetery, Monroe, Amherst VA. F: 174338806 

• Hiram Levi Vest Jr. / Levi Hiram Vest, 22 Sep 1885 Rockbridge Co. VA – 19 Sep 1975 
Rockbridge Co. VA. Married in 1905 to Hattie Ray Hamilton (1887-1961, F: 39464952). 
Buried in Green Hill Cemetery, Buena Vista, Buena Vista City VA. F: 39464922 

• Charlie (Charles) Irvin Vest, 30 Jun 1886 Pedlar, Amherst VA – 10 May 1976 Lexington, 
Rockbridge VA. Married in Staunton, Augusta VA on 28 Jun 1906 to Lettie Alvin Hamilton 
(1888-1983, F: 39465904). Buried in Green Hill Cemetery, Buena Vista, Buena Vista City VA. 
F: 39465840 

• Hester L. Vest, 4 Aug 1888 Amherst VA. Female. A listing is found on Ancestry.com for male 
Hieter Loving Vest, b. & d. 4 Jul 1888 Amherst VA. But VA birth record indicates she is Hester 
L. Vest. Death record not found. 

• Infant daughter Vest, 17 Apr 1890 Rockbridge Co. VA – 30 Apr 1890 Rockbridge Co. VA. 
Found on FamilySearch.org as Irene Vest, b. & d. 17 Apr 1890. Birth record located. 

• Peter T. Vest, 18 Mar 1891 VA – 28 Mar 1891 VA. Buried in HIco Cemetery, Monroe, Amherst 
VA. F: 152607752 

 
Notes: Houston, his father and his brother all share the same initials – H.L. This confuses 
newspaper searching. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 227-07-8661 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Pedlar, Amherst VA 
Hiram Vest, 26 VA, parents b. VA, farm laborer 
Sarah, 18 VA, parents b. VA, at home 
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1900 Natural Bridge, Rockbridge VA 
Hiram S. Vesst, 46 VA, Jul 1853, parents b. VA, years married not listed, farmer 
Lottie, 27 VA, Jun 1872, parents b. VA, years married not listed, gave birth to 4 children, 4 
are living [wife – but she has no children herself] 
Kate S., 17 VA, May 1883, parents b. VA [daughter] 
Levi H., 14 VA, Sep 1885, parents b. VA [son] 
Charlie E., 14 VA, May 1886, parents b. VA [son] 
Huston L., 9 VA, Apr 1891, parents b. VA [son] 
Samuel A., 30 VA, May 1870, parents b. VA, marital status unknown [brother] 
 
1910 Natural Bridge, Rockbridge VA – Houston, his father & stepmother & 2 two married 
brothers, sisters-in-law & children 
Hiram Vest, 57 VA, parents b. VA, in 2nd marriage, married 16 years, farmer 
Lottie Vest, 37 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, no children/birth information supplied 
[wife] 
Houston J. Vest, 13 VA, parents b. VA, laborer, farm[son] 
Levi H. Vest Jr., 25 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 5 years, laborer, farm [son] 
Hattie H. Vest, 23 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
[daughter-in-law – i.e., the wife of son Hiram Levi Jr.] 
Loyd Vest, 3 VA, parents b. VA [grandson] 
Roy Vest, 3 VA, parents b. VA [grandson] 
Hiram Vest Jr., 4 months VA, parents b. VA [grandson] 
Charles Vest, 23 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 4 years, laborer, farm [son] 
Lettie Vest, 21 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
[daughter-in-law – i.e. wife of son Charles] 
Sallie M. Vest, 2 VA, parents b. VA [granddaughter] 
Infant Vest, 1 month old VA, parents b. VA [granddaughter] 
 
1920 Hartsook Shop, Rockbridge VA 
Hiram L. Vest, 60 VA, parents b. VA, farmer, general farm 
Lottie, 48 OH, parents b. OH [wife] 
Houston Vest, 28 VA, parents b. VA, farm laborer [son] 
Lula Vest, 24 VA, parents b. VA [daughter-in-law] 
Elmer Vest, 18 VA, parents b. VA, teamster [nephew] 
 
1930 Buena Vista, Buena Vista Independent City VA – 293 – 29th St. 
Houston Vest, 37 VA, parents b. VA, age 27 at 1st marriage, repairman, paper mill, WWI 
veteran 
Lula Vest, 36 VA, parents b. VA< age 26 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Roy Vest, 22 VA, parents b. VA, single, chipper man, paper mill [nephew] 
 
 


