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TUSCANIA 
 

Venable, William Henry 
1895 TX – 1981 TX 

 
William Henry Venable - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/43934115-e1fb-4785-
9d5b-390322fcda3f?_phsrc=hFB64787&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/43934115-e1fb-4785-9d5b-390322fcda3f?_phsrc=hFB64787&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/43934115-e1fb-4785-9d5b-390322fcda3f?_phsrc=hFB64787&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/43934115-e1fb-4785-9d5b-390322fcda3f?_phsrc=hFB64787&_phstart=successSource
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Captioned “Pop in buggy” – linked to William Henry Venable - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/291b6613-b07e-48fd-

b551-7726607c4fc6?_phsrc=hFB64788&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J9RW-

S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQP9-JY6Z 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/291b6613-b07e-48fd-b551-7726607c4fc6?_phsrc=hFB64788&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/291b6613-b07e-48fd-b551-7726607c4fc6?_phsrc=hFB64788&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/291b6613-b07e-48fd-b551-7726607c4fc6?_phsrc=hFB64788&_phstart=successSource
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TX death certificate of William Henry Venable - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/775687:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=3826375caaca19990c3e3b32e7396e40&_
phsrc=hFB64792&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/775687:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=3826375caaca19990c3e3b32e7396e40&_phsrc=hFB64792&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/775687:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=3826375caaca19990c3e3b32e7396e40&_phsrc=hFB64792&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/775687:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=3826375caaca19990c3e3b32e7396e40&_phsrc=hFB64792&_phstart=successSource


4 
 

  
Obituary of William Henry Venable – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Thursday 12 Feb 1981 p 2 
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TX, WWI military record – slightly wounded 4 Nov 1918 & 8 Nov 1918 –  

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-Z3W4-
N?cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JDR4 

 
Life: 

       

 
[excerpt:] 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Paris (TX) News” Monday 28 Mar 1938 p 3 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/66fb9261-74c3-4030-

8404-3fbbabfe6aad?_phsrc=hFB64827&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
"Austin-American" (Austin TX) Tuesday 29 Mar 1938 p 5 (& many other TX newspapers)  

 
 
 

 
“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Monday 9 Oct 1950 p 3 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/66fb9261-74c3-4030-8404-3fbbabfe6aad?_phsrc=hFB64827&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/66fb9261-74c3-4030-8404-3fbbabfe6aad?_phsrc=hFB64827&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194201/media/66fb9261-74c3-4030-8404-3fbbabfe6aad?_phsrc=hFB64827&_phstart=successSource
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“San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Thursday 30 Sep 1954 p 15 

 
“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 30 Sep 1954 p 7 

 



11 
 



12 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 31 Aug 1960 p 26 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 21 Mar 1961 p 18 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday 2 Sep 1962 p 14 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 18 Sep 1962 p 6 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 12 Oct 1962 p 28 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 30 Sep 1963 p 6 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 24 Jul 1964 p 6 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 28 Jul 1964 p 6 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 17 Oct 1964 p 4 
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“In World War I, I never saw a dead boy for whom I did not feel a great compassion. He 
might have been a potential Beethoven or Shakespeare had he been allowed to live.” - 

“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday 9 Jan 1966 p 34 
 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 28 Oct 1966 p 38 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 3 Nov 1966 p 30 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 25 Sep 1968 p 8 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 4 Dec 1969 p 14 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 30 Oct 1970 p 34 
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“Abilene (TX) Reporter” 15 Sep 1974 p 5 – “Reader Raps Demos [sic] for Starting Wars” 
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“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” 5 Sep 1976 p 87 

 
Wife: 

    
Wife Ada Clementine (“Clemmie”) Nichols Venable – left: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/157019451/person/152065384247/media/ba67ceed-5db5-

4751-82ea-fad8deb46591?_phsrc=hFB64831&_phstart=successSource and right: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/157019451/person/152065384247/media/ba67ceed-5db5-4751-82ea-fad8deb46591?_phsrc=hFB64831&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/157019451/person/152065384247/media/ba67ceed-5db5-4751-82ea-fad8deb46591?_phsrc=hFB64831&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/157019451/person/152065384247/media/ba67ceed-5db5-4751-82ea-fad8deb46591?_phsrc=hFB64831&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/157019451/person/152065384247/media/fd8b0d90-de39-

4dd5-82d1-57a9ff6de648?_phsrc=hFB64832&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Ada Clementine Nichols Venable - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194200/media/0f6619fb-d5cc-41f8-
97ad-3e57d17e84ae?_phsrc=hFB64833&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/157019451/person/152065384247/media/fd8b0d90-de39-4dd5-82d1-57a9ff6de648?_phsrc=hFB64832&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/157019451/person/152065384247/media/fd8b0d90-de39-4dd5-82d1-57a9ff6de648?_phsrc=hFB64832&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/157019451/person/152065384247/media/fd8b0d90-de39-4dd5-82d1-57a9ff6de648?_phsrc=hFB64832&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194200/media/0f6619fb-d5cc-41f8-97ad-3e57d17e84ae?_phsrc=hFB64833&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194200/media/0f6619fb-d5cc-41f8-97ad-3e57d17e84ae?_phsrc=hFB64833&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/89534458/person/46596194200/media/0f6619fb-d5cc-41f8-97ad-3e57d17e84ae?_phsrc=hFB64833&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Clemmie Venable – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Thursday 25 Jun 1995 p 

8 
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TX death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45775687:2272 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45775687:2272


28 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
 

Children: 
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Obituary of daughter Theresa Venable Philips (1926-2016) – “Kerrville (TX) Daily Times” - 

https://dailytimes.com/obituaries/article_3277ee6a-b1f4-11e6-8b62-27c9fc4a9cbe.html 
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Marriage of daughter Theresa Venable to F.M. Philips – 1 Nov 1947 Kerrville, Kerr TX – “Kerrville (TX) 
Morning Sun” Thursday 30 Oct 1947 p 7 

 

 
“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 26 Oct 1947 p 36 
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TX birth certificate of daughter Glenna (here Glenda) Venable Langford (1928 -   )- 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1806107:2275 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1806107:2275
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TX birth record of Glenna’s husband, Joseph Shelby Langford (Sr.) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/548029:2275 
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Son John Thorpe Venable (1933-2003) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/47166086:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=486501&pid=25350948928 
 
 

 
John Thorpe Venable – Goldthwaite (TX) High School, 1949 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/329366900:1265 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47166086:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=486501&pid=25350948928
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47166086:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=486501&pid=25350948928
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Marriage on 28 Mar 1958 in Abilene TX of John Thorpe Venable & Paula Neal Jennings – “Abilene (TX) 

Reporter-News” Tuesday 8 Apr 1958 p 15 
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Burial location of John Thorpe Venable – Lovington Cemetery, 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6180546:8750 

 
Obituary of John’s ex-wife Paula Neal Jennings Venable – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 

Friday 25 Aug 2006 p 29 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6180546:8750
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Father: 

 
 

 
TX death record of father Thomas Jefferson Venable - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061970-
02070?pId=40129325 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061970-02070?pId=40129325
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061970-02070?pId=40129325
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Parents Thomas Jefferson Venable & Ada Isabelle Smith Venable - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/11297254/person/91633205/media/700e4806-23b9-4955-97cb-c157e3fdcf34 
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TX death record of mother Ada Isabelle Smith Venable - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23323363:2272?tid=486501&pid=25341930411&queryId=a279ac8fdc558a8

12dd07a7779adb0ea&_phsrc=hFB64794&_phstart=successSource 
 

Siblings: 
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Sibling #1 sister Stella G. Venable Geeslin McCasland (1890-1963) – TX death record Find A 

Grave 64489648 and 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062640-

02336?pId=23037533  
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Obituary of Stella G. Venable Geeslin McCasland – published in the “Abilene (TX) Reporter-

News” Tuesday 25 Jun 1963 p 14 – Find A Grave 64489648 
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Obituary of Stella Venable McCasland – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Tuesday 25 Jun 

1963 p 2 
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Sibling #2 – obituary of sister Pearl Venable Hudson (1891-1985) – “San Angelo (TX) 

Standard Times” Wednesday 13 Feb 1985 p 2 
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Obituary of Pearl Venable’s husband Joseph Henry Hudson – “Brownwood (TX) Bulletin” 

Tuesday 29 Dec 1964 p 2 
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Sibling #3 - brother Robert Lee Venable (1893-1896) – Find A Grave 80965418 

 
Sibling #4 - William Henry Venable (1895-1981) 
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Sibling #5 – TX death record of brother Thomas Ewell Venable (1897-1968) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062757-
03362?pId=119084 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062757-03362?pId=119084
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062757-03362?pId=119084
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Obituary of Thomas Ewell Venable – “Waco (TX) Tribune-Herald” Wednesday 24 Jan 1968 p 

12 
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Sibling #6 – sister Mable Venable Geeslin (1899-1949) – TX death record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062351-
00963?pId=23627824 

 

 
Marriage of Mable Venable to Hubert Coy Geeslin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1055833:60183?tid=486501&pid=25341930416&queryId=c77e6123047c5e2

4f78ca807802c45d0&_phsrc=hFB64812&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1055833:60183?tid=486501&pid=25341930416&queryId=c77e6123047c5e24f78ca807802c45d0&_phsrc=hFB64812&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1055833:60183?tid=486501&pid=25341930416&queryId=c77e6123047c5e24f78ca807802c45d0&_phsrc=hFB64812&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1055833:60183?tid=486501&pid=25341930416&queryId=c77e6123047c5e24f78ca807802c45d0&_phsrc=hFB64812&_phstart=successSource
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Sibling #7 – brother Julius Clifton Venable (1900-1955) – TX death record – suicide - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062468-
00865?pId=22873353 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062468-00865?pId=22873353
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062468-00865?pId=22873353
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Sibling #8 – sister Minnie Viola Venable McCasland (1902-1995) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/187228126/person/302439966726/media/b5f72e76-88bc-
4843-a00f-843ac4ae4570?_phsrc=hFB64816&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Obituary of Minnie Viola Venable McCasland – “San Angelo (TX) Standard Times” Sunday 

22 Oct 1995 p 11 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/187228126/person/302439966726/media/b5f72e76-88bc-4843-a00f-843ac4ae4570?_phsrc=hFB64816&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/187228126/person/302439966726/media/b5f72e76-88bc-4843-a00f-843ac4ae4570?_phsrc=hFB64816&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/187228126/person/302439966726/media/b5f72e76-88bc-4843-a00f-843ac4ae4570?_phsrc=hFB64816&_phstart=successSource


52 
 

 

  
Sibling #9 sister Lois Loretta Venable Owens (1905-1995) – Find A Grave 60279180 

 

 
Obituary of Lois Loretta Venable Owens – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Friday 29 Sep 1995 

p 12 
 
 

 
Sibling #10 – sister Ada Juanita Venable Reeves (1907-1999) – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-

News” Saturday 23 Jan 1999 p 23 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/51284970:3693 

 

 
Sibling #11 Forrest Franklin Venable (1909-1997) – left: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/486501/person/25341930577/media/f7a1d0f6-77a7-4be4-b384-4f1f7cda69da 

and right: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/114257861/person/210124974417/media/772652fb-e7c3-

46a1-8c0e-76d73bd00d5a?_phsrc=hFB64824&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/486501/person/25341930577/media/f7a1d0f6-77a7-4be4-b384-4f1f7cda69da
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/486501/person/25341930577/media/f7a1d0f6-77a7-4be4-b384-4f1f7cda69da
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Sibling #12 – Margaret Frances Venable Kirby (1911-1981) – TX death record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063095-
05642?pId=390323  
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20 Jun 1956 change in TX birth record of Margaret Frances Venable Kirby, since her original 

had no first names –  
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061353-

02764?pId=1002391 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  William Henry Venable 
Name variations:  used name of Henry Venable  
Military: 
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On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals, 25th Training Btn, 165th Depot Brigade, then 
9th Inf. Regt. Co. L, then 306th Machine Gun Btn., Co. D (1938 NTSA, 9th Inf., Co. I) - private 
Serial number:  251,610 
Entered service from:  Goldthwaite, Mills TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William H. Venable 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Thomas J. Venable, Goldthwait [sic] TX 
Returned from war on: "Aquitania" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William H. Venable 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Thomas J. Venable, Goldthwaite TX (pvt, MGBN Inf, 
Co. D, 306th MGBN) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as William Henry Venable - 30 Jan 1895 Milam Co. TX; 
res: Route 3, Goldthwaite, Mills TX. Single. Farming for my father, Center City TX. Claimed 
exemption from draft: “Rupture” – medium height, slender build.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Box 478, Goldthwaite TX 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Henry Venable - b. 3 Jun 1895 Milam TX; 
res: Goldthwaite, Mills TX/ NOK Mrs. W.H. Venable, same address. Card signed W.H. 
Venable. Height: 5’9” – 150 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  8 Oct 1917  
Discharged:  22 May 1919 
Address:  Goldthwaite TX 
Rank/unit:    pvt, Co D, 306 MG Bn / Co L, 9th Inf, 306 MG BN - 
 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   30 Jun 1895 (Find A Grave & WWI draft) On WWII draft: 3 Jan 1895) Milam Co. TX  
Died: 11 Feb 1981 Goldthwaite, Mills TX  
Find A Grave record: 64469482 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Center City, Mills TX 
Cemetery:  Center City 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: Thomas Jefferson (“Lon”) Venable, 6 Feb 1862 GA – 29 Aug 1928 Goldthwaite, Mills 
Co. TX. Son of Elijah Franklin Venable & Mary Francis Davis. Buried in Center City 
Cemetery, Center City, Mills T.  
Find A Grave:  81758476 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/486501/person/-
1162475132/facts 
 
Mother: Ada Isabelle Smith Venable, 13 Dec 1869 TX – 2 Nov 1957 Mills Co TX. Daughter of 
Robert Dallas Smith & Margaret Jane Griffin. Buried in Center City Cemetery, Center City, 
Mills TX. 
Find A Grave:  81758269 
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Parents’ marriage:  11 Apr 1899 Milam Co. TX 
 
Spouse: Ada Clementine (“Clemmie”) Nichols Venable, 11 Dec 1898 Mills Co. TX – 23 Jan 
1996 Goldthwaite, Mills T. Daughter of J. Cyrus Nichols & Nancy J. Tubbs. Buried in Center 
City Cemetery, Center City, Mills TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  64469509 
Marriage: 20 Mar 1925 Milan Co. TX 
 
Children: 

• Theresa Venable Philips, 14 Mar 1926 Mills Co. TX – 10 Nov 2016 Tarrant Co. TX. Having 
grown up in Goldthwaite, Mills TX, she moved from her home to Kerrville, Kerr TX in 1946 
where she met Flournoy M. (“Flip”) Philips (1925 FL – 2018, F: 222475226) whom she 
married 1 Nov 1947 in Kerrville, Kerr TX (according to newspaper accounts) or 31 Oct 1947 
(according to her obituary). Buried in First United Methodist Church Columbarium, 
Kerrville, Kerr TX. F: 222475329 

• Glenna Venable Langford, 3 Nov 1928 Goldthwaite, Mills TX -    . Her 1st name is “Glenda” on 
her TX birth record. - Wife of Joseph Shelby Langford (Sr.), who was born 30 Dec 1922 in 
Goldthwaite, Mills TX to Andrew Green Langford & Lottie Bell Canton (?), later Rudd. – In the 
1950 census, Joe Shelby Langford (27 TX, manager of a locker plant, frozen food lockers) 
lives with wife Glenna (21 TX) & daughter Debra Deann (b. Jan 1950) in Goldthwaite, Mills 
TX.  – Glenna & Joe apparently living in Goldthwaite, Mills TX as of Apr 2023. 

• John Thorpe Venable, 1 Oct 1933 Mills Co. TX – 18 May 2003 Lovington, Lea NM. – Married 
Paula Neal Jennings (1 Jan 1939 TX – 22 Aug 2006 TX, F: 45003145), the daughter of Paul 
Rufus Jennings & Mary Neal Priest.   When John & Paula’s son Alan Neal Venable dies in 
1991, his mother Paula Venable resides in Fort Worth TX & his father John Venable lives in 
Arlington TX. – John is buried in Lovington Cemetery, Lovington, Lea NM but is not on Find A 
Grave as of 28 Apr 2023.  

 
Siblings: William Henry was born between Robert & Thomas. 

• Stella G. Venable Geeslin McCasland, 24 Feb 1890 Bell Co. TX – 24 Jun 1963 Ballinger, 
Runnels TX. – Married in 1908 to Henry Lannis Geeslin (1884-1911, F: 50113113). Henry was 
the son of Elias Monroe Geeslin & Margaret Isabel Head. – Married Martin McCasland 
(1886-1977, F: 64489626). He was the son of Samuel Leatherman McCasland & Martha J. 
Guinn. Martin’s brother Ercher McCasland married Stella’s sister Viola Venable. – Died as 
the result of a car wreck – cerebral hemorrhage, fractured ribs & scapula. - Stella is buried 
in Center City Cemetery, Center City, Mills TX. F: 64489648 

• Pearl Venable Hudson, 17 Jul 1891 TX – 11 Feb 1985 Goldthwaite, Mills TX. Wife of Joseph 
Henry Hudson (1884-1964, F: 114117733), the son of Anson Hudson & Leander Peters, 
whom she married 14 Nov 1907 (also found as 1909). Buried in Goldthwaite Memorial 
Cemetery, Goldthwaite, Mills TX. F: 133850859 

• Robert Lee Venable, 17 Feb 1893 TX – 22 Nov 1896 Bell Co. TX. Died at age 3. Buried in 
Griffin Cemetery, Milam Co. TX. F: 80965418. 

• Thomas Ewell Venable, 18 Feb 1897 Bell Co. TX – 21 Jan 1968 Hamilton, Hamilton TX. 
Husband of Laura Elizabeth Lee (1899-1998, F: 120457240), the daughter of John Riley Lee 
& Laura Emily Bradley, whom he married 28 Feb 1924. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, 
Hamilton, Hamilton TX. F: 56989025 
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• Mable Venable Geeslin, 21 Jan 1899 Mills Co. TX [on WWII draft registration, lists birthplace 
as Milam Co. TX]– 14 Aug 1949 Goldthwaite, Mills TX. Married 1 Sep 1917 in Hamilton Co. TX 
to Hubert Coy Geeslin (1897-1978, F: 69056597). Buried in Goldthwaite Memorial 
Cemetery, Goldthwaite, Mills TX. F: 69056673 

• Julius Clifton Venable, 1 Nov 1900 Davilla, Milam TX – 5 Aug 1955 Midland, Midland TX. 
Husband of Gladys Greathouse (1900-1998, F: 49030453). Died by suicide; shot himself in 
the left temple 6 miles east of Midland TX. Buried in Resthaven Memorial Park, Midland, 
Midland TX. F: 49030462 

• Minnie Viola Venable McCasland, 26 Oct 1902 Milam Co. TX – 20 Oct 1995 Goldthwaite, 
Mills TX. Wife of Ercher Elgin McCasland (1898-1987, F: 81350980), the son of Samuel 
Leatherman McCasland & Martha J. Guinn, whom she married in 1919. Ercher’s brother 
Martin married Viola’s sister Stella Venable Geeslin. Buried in Eastlawn Memorial Park, 
Early, Brown TX. F: 80207451 

• Lois Loretta Venable Owens, 20 Jun 1905 Grayson Co. TX – 27 Sep 1995 Goldthwaite, Mills 
TX. Wife of James Sherwood Owens (1896-1986, F: 60279199). Buried in Center City 
Cemetery, Center City, Mills TX. F; 60279180 

• Ada Juanita Venable Reeves, 13 Apr 1907 Center City, Mills TX – 20 Jan 1999 Goldthwaite, 
Mills TX. SSN 460-66-2595. Wife of Horace W. (“Pete”) Reeves (1907-1990, F: 105823243) 
whom she married in 1926 in Hamilton Co. TX. Horace was also married to Willie Mae 
Mercer (1919-1987, F: 105823182). Buried in Goldthwaite Memorial Cemetery, 
Goldthwaite, Mills TX. F; 18024803 

• Forrest Franklin Venable, 11 Jul 1909 Star, Mills Co. TX – 16 Feb 1997 Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma Co. OK. Married in Goldthwaite, Mills TX on 29 Aug 1931 to Martha Lois Piper 
(1905-1961, F: 237358003). Buried in Fairlawn Cemetery, Comanche, Stephens OK. F; 
237359415 

• Margaret Frances Venable Kirby, 19 Oct 1911 Star, Mills Co. TX – 21 Feb 1981 Victoria, 
Victoria TX. On her TX birth certificate, Margaret is her mother’s 12 child, with 10 other living 
children & 1 dead child. - Wife of Jack Kirby (1909-1963, F: 20894330), who was killed along 
with 3 others in the crash of a small plane. Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Walnut Springs, 
Bosque TX. F: 20894346 

 
Notes:  
 
Shared by family to Steven Schwartz of Renton WA: 
 
William was playing cards with a man who was a Baptist minister when the torpedo hit. 
William did not think that man survived. William told his family he was picked up the next 
day (likely the same day) by the trawler, “Elf King.”  The family has a photograph of 
survivors in front of a hospital in Larne, Ireland.  William was wounded twice, once at 
Soissons in July & then in the Argonne a week before the Armistice.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 458-24-1906 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 5, Milam Co. TX [the deceased child is Robert] 
Lon VENERABLE, 38 GA, Feb 1862, parents b. AL, married 11 years, farm 
Addie, 30 TX, Dec 1869, parents b. AL, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
Salla, 10 TX, Feb 1890, at school [i.e. Stella] 
Pearl, 8 TX, Jul 1891, at school 
Will, 5 TX, Jan 1895 [i.e. William Henry] 
Lonie, 3 TX, Feb 1897 [i.e. Thomas Ewell] 
Mabel, 1 TX, Jun 1899 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 2, Mills Co. TX – conducted 18 Apr 1910 
Thomas J. Venable, 48 GA, father b. VA, mother b. AL, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, 
farmer, general farm 
Ada S., 40 TX, parents b. AL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 11 children, 10 are living 
Henry, 15 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Thomas E., 13 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Mable, 11 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Julius C., 9 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Viola, 7 TX 
Lois, 4 TX 
Juanita, 3 TX 
Forrest, 9 months TX 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 2, Mills Co. TX 
T.J. Venable, 57 GA, father b. GA, mother b. AL, farmer, own farm 
Isabel, 50 TX, parents b. AL 
Henry, 24 TX, single [no occupation listed] 
Ewell, 22 TX, single, farmer, rented farm 
Lois, 14 TX 
Juanita, 12 TX 
Forest, 10 TX 
Margaret, 8 TX 
 
1930 Precinct 2, Mills Co. TX – Goldthwaite & Pottsville Rd. – conducted 11 Apr 1930 
Henry Venable, 35 TX, father b. GA, mother b. TX, age 30 at 1st marriage, agent, insurance, I 
veteran 
Clemmie, 31 TX, father b. TX, mother b. AR, age 26 at 1st marriage 
Theresa, 4 years 1 month TX 
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Glenna, 1 year, 5 months TX 
 
1940 Goldthwaite, Mills TX – 2nd St. – in 1935 in Eastland, Eastland TX 
W. Henry Venable, 45 TX, salesman, life insurance 
Clemmie, 41 TX 
Theresa, 14 TX 
Glenna, 11 TX 
John T., 6 TX 
 
1950 Mills Co. TX – rural – 6th St. 
Henry Venable, 55 TX, public accountant, accounting, “He works for himself” 
Clemmie, 51 TX 
John T., 16 TX 
 


