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TUSCANIA 
 

Veitch, Jesse Edmond 
1896 VA – 1952 Washington DC 

 
 

 
Jesse Edmond Veitch – Find A Grave 50358771 
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Jesse Edmond Veitch – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” 25 Aug 1918 p 64 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/332639292/ 

 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668225/ 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668225/


3 
 

 
Postal employee by day – otherwise, a singer & actor in the Washington DC area – 

“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Thursday 9 May 1935 p 43 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/618984952/ 
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“Washington (DC) Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 

 
 



5 
 



6 
 



7 
 

 
"Washington (DC) Times" Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 11 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668251/ 
 
no news as of 1 p.m., Jesse from Veitch VA, named for family, 1 of oldest families in VA, family 
thought he had sailed on "Vaterland" & safely overseas, relatives began walking from station when 
they saw the "Times" reporter's car parked at house. Daily letters from Camp Merritt, was 
disappointed when not taken in 1st draft call, entered medical school in DC in Dec 1917, taking 
course for Medical Corps, 1 of 4 in class chosen for France, planned farewell party cancelled when 
he was called, his mother's brother J. Lawrence Wilkins killed while riding motorcycle to draft 
board. Son of George Albert Veitch (a contractor), enlisted Dec 1917, escaped draft by a few 
months (his 21st birthday is 15 July), family settled the little town of Veitch 70 yrs ago, mother 
sobbed "Is he safe? And now you say he is on the Tuscvania. My God! Tell me, is he safe?" proud of 
her boy but seemed to feel he was lost, why do so many have to go down  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/80668251/
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  Misidentified as James Veitch - "Washington (DC) Evening Star" Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 
21  
 
 

 
Obituary of Jesse Edmond Veitch – unsourced - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/9511771/person/-789270192/media/bb19c77d-d2c5-4e2f-a7a4-
26d31a45a8c0?_phsrc=hFB64759&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/9511771/person/-789270192/media/bb19c77d-d2c5-4e2f-a7a4-26d31a45a8c0?_phsrc=hFB64759&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/9511771/person/-789270192/media/bb19c77d-d2c5-4e2f-a7a4-26d31a45a8c0?_phsrc=hFB64759&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/9511771/person/-789270192/media/bb19c77d-d2c5-4e2f-a7a4-26d31a45a8c0?_phsrc=hFB64759&_phstart=successSource
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Monday 7 Apr 1952 p 12 
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Obituary of Jesse Edmond Veitch – “Washington (DC) Star” Monday 7 Apr 1952 p 12 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/815167488/?focus=0.5004666%2C0.02099058%2C0.61338
26%2C0.33411226&xid=3355 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/815167488/?focus=0.5004666%2C0.02099058%2C0.6133826%2C0.33411226&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/815167488/?focus=0.5004666%2C0.02099058%2C0.6133826%2C0.33411226&xid=3355
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Obituary of Jesse Edmond Veitch – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Tuesday 8 Apr 1952 p 14 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-JSMB-
9?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQGT-9R6Z 
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Retirement from Post Office –https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/21297228/person/19295678879/media/2113e263-82dd-4939-bb3a-
2ed307b8a639?_phsrc=hFB64757&_phstart=successSource 
 

Life: 
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[article continues] 

Both his parents were active in the Mizpah Council – “Washington (DC) Evening star” Sunday 4 Apr 
1915 p 32 
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“Washington (DC) Times” Friday 23 May 1919 p 7 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 15 Feb 1920 p 19 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 8 Aug 1920 p 54 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 6 Nov 1921 p 39 
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Appearing as Ayoob, chief attendant to the sultan – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 24 Jun 
1923 p 49 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Tuesday 18 Dec 1923 p 2 

 
 



20 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Monday 27 May 1925 p 23 
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[article continues] 

 
[article continues] 

“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 26 Jun 1927 p 84 
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Singing together – soprano Christine irish (Jesse’s future wife) & tenor Jesse Edmond Veitch – 

“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 31 Jul 1927 p 62 
 
 
 
 
 
 



23 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Friday 20 Jan 1928 p 29 

 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Thursday 22 Mar 1928 p 34 
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Article is accompanied by a photograph of Jeanne Beverly – note Jesse is singing the role of Captain 
Corcoran [misspelled here], the captain of HMS “Pinafore” & his wife Christine Irish is in the ladies’ 

ensemble – they had married 25 Aug 1928 in NH – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 7 Oct 
1928 p 64 
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Jesse Veitch & wife Christine Irish – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Thursday 15 Nov 1928 p 25 
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Brothers Jesse & Albert Melville sing together along with Jesse’s wife Christine Irish – “Washington 

(DC) Evening Star” Sunday 2 Dec 1928 p 67 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Friday 29 Nov 1929 p 57 
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Jesse Veitch & Christine Irish sing together in “Carmen” - “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Thursday 

20 Mar 1930 p 37 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Friday 25 Apr 1930 p 26 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 8 Mar 1931 p 53 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 5 Apr 1931 p 14 

 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Wednesday 15 Jul 1931 p 37 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 19 Jul 1931 p 72 

 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Tuesday 13 Oct 1931 p 11 
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Wife Christine Irish sang the soprano role of Leonora & husband Jesse Veitch “brought down the 

house” singing the tenor role of “Manrico” in “Il Trovatore” – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” 
Saturday 21 Nov 1931 p 7 
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In the newly formed Washington Civic Opera Company – leading roles going to Christine Irish & 

Jesse Veitch – “Washington (DC) Evening Sun” Sunday 10 Jan 1932 p 84 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Saturday 9 Apr 1932 p 7 

 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 24 Apr 1932 p 45 
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“”Washington (DC) Evening star” Sunday 15 May 19332 p 49 
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Jesse sings the role of Colonel Fairfax in Gilbert & Sullivan’s “The Yeoman of the Guard” - 

“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 22 May 1932 p 43 
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Jesse singing the role of Fairfax, the condemned prisoner, has a “voice of much sweetness, but he 

was permitted to slip into falsetto.” His brother Albert Melville Veitch, in the role of jailer Wilfred 
Shadbolt, was “clever in his acting” – while Jesse’s wife Christine Irish sang in the chorus – 

“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Tuesday 24 May 1932 p 11 
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Jesse Veitch & Christine Irish from the Washington Civic Opera Co. – “Washington (DC) Evening 

Star” Sunday 19 Jun 1932 p 46 
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The best performance in “As the Clock Strikes?” is by Jesse Veitch as the butler – “His is not the 
most prominent role, but the one performed with the most grace and ease.” – “Washington (DC) 

Evening Star” Wednesday 24 Jan 1934 p 32  
 

 
Christine Irish & husband Jesse Veitch – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 29 Apr 1934 p 20 

 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Friday 25 May 1934 p 38 
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The leading role – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 3 Jun 1934 p 52 
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“Washington (DC) Star” Thursday 28 Jun 1934 p 41 
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Jesse Veitch as Hasan, the captain of the Forty Thieves, while Christine Irish is a soloist – 

“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 9 Sep 1934 p 89 
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Jesse, playing the title role in “Othello” – “Jesse Veitch, one of the popular local players, took the 

lead among the male contingent, performing admirably as the unhappy Moor.” - “Washington (DC) 
Evening Star” Tuesday 12 Feb 1935 p 30 
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In “The Spanish Gypsy” – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Friday 1 Mar 1935 p 40 
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Christine Irish & Jesse E. Veitch - “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 14 Apr 1935 p 64 

 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 17 Nov 1935 p 45 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Saturday 17 Dec 1938 p 14 
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“Washington (DC) Star” Friday 21 Apr 1939 p 9 

 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Unsourced obituary of wife Christine M. Irish Veitch - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/9511771/person/-789270587/media/54505b8a-6aca-4764-8abd-18117a038f34 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/-789270587/media/54505b8a-6aca-4764-8abd-18117a038f34
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/-789270587/media/54505b8a-6aca-4764-8abd-18117a038f34
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Maine birth record - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1960/images/31515_204204-
00589?pId=740057 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1960/images/31515_204204-00589?pId=740057
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1960/images/31515_204204-00589?pId=740057
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Veitch has been indexed as Neitch and Irish as Smith – it is the 1st marriage for both (see below on 
original record) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/874662:2554?ssrc=pt&tid=9511771&pid=-789270587 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/874662:2554?ssrc=pt&tid=9511771&pid=-789270587
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/874662:2554?ssrc=pt&tid=9511771&pid=-789270587
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90372142:61836 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90372142:61836
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“Washington (DC) Post” Sunday 23 Feb 1919 p 11 
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Soprano Christine Irish & future brother-in-law bass Albert Melville Veitch sing at the White House 

for the Coolidges as part of the First Congregational Church choir – “Washington (DC) Evening 
Star” Thursday 20 Dec 1920 p 12 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Tuesday 24 Jan 1924 p 20 
 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 7 Feb 1926 p 59 

 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 25 Apr 1926 p 65 

 

 
Christine Irish & Jesse Veitch on the same program – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 18 Jul 

1926 p 52 
 

 
Father: 
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Father George Albert Veitch – left: Find A Grave 48126694 and right: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/-789270223/media/c3d696fd-
8e91-4e20-a5ac-723ee9444cdd 

 
 

 
Obituary of George Albert Veitcvh – he had outlived son Jesse - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/50000/images/148347092?pId=1112486 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/-789270223/media/c3d696fd-8e91-4e20-a5ac-723ee9444cdd
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/-789270223/media/c3d696fd-8e91-4e20-a5ac-723ee9444cdd
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/50000/images/148347092?pId=1112486
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60 
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Lively politics in Alexandria Co. [later named Arlington Co.} in which George Veitch ends up the 

victim of a hurled bottle of ink – “Washington (DC) Times” Tuesday 15 Jan 1901 p 8 
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Daughters of America: “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 21 Feb 1915 p 24 

 

 
Daughters of America: “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 5 Sep 1915 p 23 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 9 Dec 1917 p 54 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Saturday 18 May 1929 p 4 
 

 
Obituary of George Albert Veitch – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Tuesday 9 Nov 1954 p 27 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Mother Mary Gertrude Wilkins - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/-
789269869/media/d56e0aa0-a648-4334-92ff-805ab9eb78aa 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/-789269869/media/d56e0aa0-a648-4334-92ff-805ab9eb78aa
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/-789269869/media/d56e0aa0-a648-4334-92ff-805ab9eb78aa
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26568:62154?tid=9511771&pid=-

789270223&queryId=1754e769a704b71e4f02734fdda66f49&_phsrc=hFB64776&_phstart=success
Source 

 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Thursday 12 Oct 1899 p 8 

 

 
“Washington (DC) Herald” Sunday 30 Nov 1913 p 13 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26568:62154?tid=9511771&pid=-789270223&queryId=1754e769a704b71e4f02734fdda66f49&_phsrc=hFB64776&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26568:62154?tid=9511771&pid=-789270223&queryId=1754e769a704b71e4f02734fdda66f49&_phsrc=hFB64776&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26568:62154?tid=9511771&pid=-789270223&queryId=1754e769a704b71e4f02734fdda66f49&_phsrc=hFB64776&_phstart=successSource


67 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Herald” Sunday 14 Jun 1914 p 15 
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“Washington (DC) Herald” Sunday 29 Jul 1914 p 24 
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“Washington (DC) Evening star” Sunday 17 Jan 1915 p 25 

 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 18 Mar 1917 p 24 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 23 Feb 1919 p 30 

 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 6 Jul 1919 p 48 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 5 Oct 1924 p 69 
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VA death record of mother Gertrude Wilkins Veitch - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006053_0199-
00161?pId=1249636 

 

 
Unsourced obituary - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/108971663/person/410070070950/media/0c37e9db-2f7a-4ec7-ac57-
ef2fa150fae7?_phsrc=hFB64758&_phstart=successSource 

 
Stepmother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/108971663/person/410070070950/media/0c37e9db-2f7a-4ec7-ac57-ef2fa150fae7?_phsrc=hFB64758&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/108971663/person/410070070950/media/0c37e9db-2f7a-4ec7-ac57-ef2fa150fae7?_phsrc=hFB64758&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/108971663/person/410070070950/media/0c37e9db-2f7a-4ec7-ac57-ef2fa150fae7?_phsrc=hFB64758&_phstart=successSource


73 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/254597823/media/dbf5120e-

d2fe-477d-9c3a-83619f811abc 
 
 

Sibling:  
 
 



74 
 

 
Brother Albert Melville Veitch (1900-1967) – Find A Grave 33362324 
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VA death record of Albert Melville Veitch – died from injuries in a car collision in which he was the 

driver of a car - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001249_0354-

00349?pId=1003659 
 
 

Half-sister: 
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Half-sister Virginia Veitch Mudd - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/9511771/person/254599066/media/b7fdbe77-dd92-4072-81d2-17345bae45a4 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/254599066/media/b7fdbe77-

dd92-4072-81d2-17345bae45a4 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/254599066/media/b7fdbe77-dd92-4072-81d2-17345bae45a4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/254599066/media/b7fdbe77-dd92-4072-81d2-17345bae45a4
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Marriage of Margaret Virginia Veitch at age 15 to Asbury Mason Mudd, on 5 Feb 1955 in Arlington 

Co. VA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_172028004422_0760-

00211?pId=27995065 
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Obituary of Margaret Virginia Veitch Mudd - 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/2006/05/01/obituaries/300db9dd-04da-4c21-
99e3-aabe242b6c6e/ 

 

 
Divorce -  

 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/2006/05/01/obituaries/300db9dd-04da-4c21-99e3-aabe242b6c6e/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/2006/05/01/obituaries/300db9dd-04da-4c21-99e3-aabe242b6c6e/
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VA death record of Asbury Mason Mudd - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43065_172028004422_1326-
00024?pId=4990589 

 
Stepsiblings: 
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Stepsister Mary Elizabeth Fister Haskins (1918-2011) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/9511771/person/255540709/media/f177cd6e-dbcc-49a8-b9bd-2072ce127f75 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/255540709/media/f177cd6e-dbcc-49a8-b9bd-2072ce127f75
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/255540709/media/f177cd6e-dbcc-49a8-b9bd-2072ce127f75
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/washingtonpost/name/mary-haskins-obituary?id=5971032 
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Mary Elizabeth Fister (later Haskins) with father John Melvin Fister Sr. - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/255561512/media/72e93587-

52b6-40e2-8a11-d51307d5bba9 
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Stepbrother John Melvin Fister (1921-2005) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/9511771/person/255539799/media/c5f2b4df-cce4-4d86-be9a-c56eb99ac0f4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/255539799/media/c5f2b4df-cce4-4d86-be9a-c56eb99ac0f4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/9511771/person/255539799/media/c5f2b4df-cce4-4d86-be9a-c56eb99ac0f4
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obituary of John Melvin Fister Jr. - 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/washingtonpost/name/john-fister-obituary?id=5538446 
 
 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/washingtonpost/name/john-fister-obituary?id=5538446
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Veitch Street in Arlington VA - 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/S+Veitch+St,+Arlington,+VA/@38.8641089,-
77.0888568,15z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x89b7b6bfa98c5fa9:0x4ecbca786b0f10c3!8m2!3d38.864042

1!4d-77.0812393!16s%2Fg%2F1tc_rxb0 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/S+Veitch+St,+Arlington,+VA/@38.8641089,-77.0888568,15z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x89b7b6bfa98c5fa9:0x4ecbca786b0f10c3!8m2!3d38.8640421!4d-77.0812393!16s%2Fg%2F1tc_rxb0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/S+Veitch+St,+Arlington,+VA/@38.8641089,-77.0888568,15z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x89b7b6bfa98c5fa9:0x4ecbca786b0f10c3!8m2!3d38.8640421!4d-77.0812393!16s%2Fg%2F1tc_rxb0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/S+Veitch+St,+Arlington,+VA/@38.8641089,-77.0888568,15z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x89b7b6bfa98c5fa9:0x4ecbca786b0f10c3!8m2!3d38.8640421!4d-77.0812393!16s%2Fg%2F1tc_rxb0
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https://usa.streetsblog.org/2019/01/02/arlingtons-veitch-street-named-best-redesign-of-2018/ 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Jesse Edmond Veitch 
Name variations:    
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Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Mobile Med - private 
Serial number:  16,020 
Entered service from: Ballston, Arlington VA   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jesse E. Veitch 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Mary G. Veitch, Ballston VA 
Returned from war on: "Toloa" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Jesse E. Veitch 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Mary G. Veitch, Ballston VA (PFC, Mobile 
Laboratory, 32nd Div.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  too young to be liable for the 5 Jun 1917 national 
registration day 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Jesse (Jessie was written first, but the “I” was 
scratched off) - b. 7 Jul 1896 Ballston VA; res: Friendly, Prince George's MD. Mailing address: 
Route 2, Anacostia DC. NOK wife Christine Irish Veitch, same address. Employed by Post Office 
Department, US Government, Benjamin Franklin Building, Washington DC. Height: 5’10” – 155 lbs. 
 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  23 May 191 
Address:  Ballston VA 
Rank/unit:   private 1st class, Dem Gp, 32nd Division  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Jul 1896 Ballston, Arlington VA  
Died: 5 Apr 1952 Washington DC    
Find A Grave record: 50358771 – photo - presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Suitland, Prince George’s Co. MD 
Cemetery:  Washington National 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  George Albert Veitch, 10 Jun 1871 VA – 9 Nov 1954 Arlington Co. VA. Son of George 
Washington Veitch & Margaret Johanna Birch. Buried in Columbia Gardens Cemetery, 
Arlington, Arlington VA. 
Find A Grave:  48126694 
 
Mother: Mary Gertrude Wilkins Veitch, 13 Apr 1874 Norfolk VA – 18 May 1940 18 May 
Arlington, Arlington VA  
Daughter of Walter H. Wilkins & Anna Eliza Edmonds. 
On Jesse’s WWI passenger lists, she is listed as Mary G. Veitch. 
In the census, her marital status is separated. Meanwhile, in the 1940 census conducted  
Buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Norfolk, Norfolk City VA. 
Find A Grave:  52284124 
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Parents’ marriage:  19 Dec 1894 Alexandria VA 
 
Stepmother: Margaret Cecelia McIntyre Fister Veitch, Mar 1897 District of Columbia – 11 
Dec 1956 District of Columbia. 
Note that Jesse’s father married a woman who was about 8 months younger than Jesse. 
In 1917 in Washington DC, Margaret was married to John Melvin Fister, Sr. (6 Jun 1894 
Washington DC - 29 Sep 1961 Pinellas Co. FL, F: 209916918). John was the son of William 
H. Fister & Mary McDonald. John’s marriage to Margaret was his first. They had 2 children: 
Mary Elizabeth Fister Haskins (1918-2011) & John M. Fister (1921-2005). His Find A Grave 
record records 4 additional marriages. 
Margaret & her 2nd husband, George Albert Veitch, had a daughter named Margaret Virginia 
Veitch, born 28 Mar 1939 in Washington DC. 
Buried in Columbia Gardens Cemetery, Arlington, Arlington VA. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 50333317 
Stepmother’s marriage: In the 1940 census, conducted 8 Apr 1940, George reported he 
was married & was living with his 2nd wife & their 1-year-old daughter. When his wife Mary 
Gertrude died 18 May 1940, her death record indicated she was separated. No record of a 
marriage between George & Margaret could be found. In the 1930 census, conducted 2 Apr 
1930, George & Mary Gertrude resided together as husband & wife. 
 
Spouse: Christine M. Irish Veitch, 21 Nov 1891 Gorham, Cumberland ME – 25 May 1961 
District of Columbia. Daughter of James H. Irish & Junia H. Sanborn. Buried in Washington 
National Cemetery, Suitland, Prince George’s Co. MD. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  50358689 
Marriage: obtained a marriage license 25 Aug 1928 in Wolfeboro, Carroll NH & married on 3 
Sep 1923. Jesse was age 31 & Christine age 35. In error, her marriage record on 
Ancestry.com is indexed as Smith, with Irish being misread. 
 
Children: 
 
Sibling:  

• Albert Melville Veitch, 10 Dec 1900 Arlington Co. VA [then called Alexandria Co.] – 10 Oct 
1967 Alexandria City VA. Husband of Mabel Elizabeth Fairchild (1918-1967, F: 33362333) 
whom he married in Damascus, Montgomery MD on 30 Aug 1940. Mabel was the daughter 
of Walter Raleigh Fairchild & Alcinda Ward. Albert is usually found listed as “Melville” and 
he sang/performed with his brother Jesse & sister-in-law Christine Irish Veitch in the 
Washington DC music scene. He died from cerebral lacerations & a crushed right chest, 
incurred in a car collision in which he was the driver of 1 of the cars. Buried in National 
Memorial Park, West Falls Church, Fairfax Co. VA. F: 33362324 

 
Half-sibling: by his father George Veitch’s 2nd marriage, to Margaret Cecelia McIntyre Fister 

• Margaret Virginia Veitch Mudd, 18 Mar 1939 Washington DC – 23 Apr 2006 Alexandria, 
Fairfax VA. At age 15, Margaret married on 5 Feb 1955 (37 years since the sinking of 
Tuscania) to Aubrey Mason Mudd (19 Jan 1937 Fairfax VA – 28 Jul 1994 Manassas VA) in 
Herndon, Fairfax VA. Aubrey, then age 18,  was the son of Edward M. Mudd & Cosbie M. 



89 
 

Reedy. – Margaret & Aubrey divorced 12 Nov 1982 in VA. The divorce was awarded to 
Margaret, who claimed they had separated Jun 1968. She said they had a 1-year separation 
(this may have been a legal requirement for a divorce request). Her obituary lists her with 
the surname Veitch. Not on Find A Grave as of 27 Apr 2023. 

 
Stepsiblings: children of his father George’s 2nd wife Margaret McIntyre by her 1st husband, John 
Melvin Fister Sr. 

• Mary Elizabeth Fister Haskins, 1918 Washington DC – 2011. Wife of 
• John Melvin Fister Jr., 9 Sep 1921 Washington DC – 26 Aug 2005 Hernando, Citrus FL. Was 

married 56 years to Helen Palmer at the time of his death.  
 
Notes:  
 
Employed by the US Post Office in Washington DC, Jesse Veitch, his brother Albert Melville 
Veitch & his wife Christine Irish Veitch (who performed as Christine Irish) are active in 
performances and singing in the Washington DC area for decades. Jesse was a tenor 
(sometimes a baritone) & Christine was a soprano. Jesse sang & performed in light operas, 
plays, choruses and sang at weddings. 
 
George & Mary Gertrude & Jesse are active in the Daughters of American society, Mizpah 
Chapter. This is a Nativist, secret society that began in 1891 & is still in existence. 
 
Veitch Street in Arlington VA & the town of Veitch VA (exact location not determined) are 
named for Jesse’s family. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Norfolk City, Norfolk VA – 188 Maple Ave. – conducted 1 Jun 1900 - Jesse & mother 
living with her mother – Mary Veitch is apparently pregnant with son Albert Melville Veitch, 
b. 10 Dec 1900 
Anne C. Wilkins, 48 VA, Mar 1852, parent b. VA, married for 28 years, gave birth to 8 
children, 8 are living 
William H. Wilkins, 28 VA, Mar 1872, parents b. VA, single, carpenter, house [son] 
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Mary G. Veitch, 26 VA, Apr 1874, parents b. VA, married 5 years, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is 
living [daughter] 
Jesse E. Veitch, 3 VA, Jul 1896, parents b. VA [grandson] 
Harry E. Wilkins, 24 VA, Feb 1876, parents b. VA, single, carpenter, house [son] 
Earnest C. Wilkins, 22 VA, Apr 1878, parents b. VA, single, carpenter, house [son] 
Edna B. Wilkins, 18 VA, May 1882, parents b. VA, single [daughter] 
Walter M. Wilkins, 15 NC, Oct 1884, parents b. VA, plumber – apprentice [son] 
Percy M. Wilkins, 15 DC, parents b. VA, high school [son] 
James L., 11 DC, Jun 1888, parents b. VA, high school [son] 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 Arlington, Alexandria Co. VA [name of Alexandria Co. changed to Arlington Co. in 
1920] – conducted 21 Jan 1920 – on Veitch Summit road 
George A. Veitch, 49 VA, parents b. VA, cement work 
Mary G., 45 VA, parents b. VA 
Jesse E., 23 VA, single, parents b. VA, laborer 
Albert M., 19 VA, single, parents b. VA, skilled laborer 
Adjacent census entries are for Arthur Veitch & his family and Morgan Veitch &  his family 
 
1930 Washington DC – 2834 – 13th St. 
Jesse E. Veitch, 33 VA, parents b. VA, age 32 at 1st marriage, clerk, postal department, WWI 
veteran 
Christine I., 36 ME, father b. ME, mother b. NH, age 35 at 1st marriage, personnel officer, 
Federal Farm Board 
 
1930 Arlington, Arlington VA – Veitch Rd. – conducted 2 Apr 1930 – parents & brother 
George A. Veitch, 59 VA, parents b. VA, age 25 at 1st marriage, cement finisher [next 2 
words undecipherable] 
M. Gertrude, 55 VA, parents b. VA, age 20 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Milvill A., 31 VA, single, telephone splicer, telephone company [son] 
On the same page: the Morgan Veitch family 
 
1940 Prince George’s Co. MD – in 1935 in Washington DC – Friendly-Allentown Rd. 
Jesse E. Veitch, 43 VA, clerk, Post Office 
Christine I., 45 ME, assistant chief, Federal program (?), personnel department 
 
1940 Arlington Co. VA – his father – 3518 ½ - 8th St. South - conducted 8 Apr 1940 – Mary 
Gertrude Veitch died 18 May 1940 
George Veitch, 69 VA, in same house in 1935, assistant jailer, Arlington County jail 
Margaret, 43 DC, in Washington DC in 1935 [wife] 
Margaret, 1 DC [daughter] 
 
1950 Surratts, Prince George’s MD – 7940 Allentown Rd. 
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Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/62864198:62308?tid=9511771&pid=-
789270192&queryId=9d7f5b714741621554520f917c8f9935&_phsrc=hFB64765&_phstart=
successSource 
Listed as “persons on ICR’s and missed persons” – could not locate Christine – on another 
page? 
Jesse E. Veitch, 53, no place of birth listed, administrative assistant, Post Office 
Department, federal government 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
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