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TUSCANIA 
 

One of the “Baraboo 21” 
Veerhusen, Earl Walter 

1898 WI – 1952 WI 
 
 
 

 
Earl Walter Veerhusen – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 5  - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615823/ 
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Earl Walter Veerhusen is 2nd from left in the back row - “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 4 Feb 

1949 p 12 – Find A Grave 70423421 
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Earl Walter Veerhusen is 2nd from left in the back row – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 3 

Feb 1949 p 1 
 
 



5 
 



6 
 

 
Earl Walter Veerhusen pictured in top photograph in 1951 in back row, far left (light-colored suit) 

and in bottom photograph in 1916 in back row, far left (holding banner) – “Baraboo (WI) News 
Republic” Tuesday 10 Apr 1951 p 1 
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 this appears to be Earl Walter Veerhusen, back row, 10th from left 
Tuscania picnic – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 18 Jul 1951 p 8 
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WI birth record filed 13 Jun 1941 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/673998:61482?tid=&pid=&queryId=b220dde45f7b936f9a35c404421b33f8&_phsrc=h
FB64743&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/673998:61482?tid=&pid=&queryId=b220dde45f7b936f9a35c404421b33f8&_phsrc=hFB64743&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/673998:61482?tid=&pid=&queryId=b220dde45f7b936f9a35c404421b33f8&_phsrc=hFB64743&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/673998:61482?tid=&pid=&queryId=b220dde45f7b936f9a35c404421b33f8&_phsrc=hFB64743&_phstart=successSource
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“Baraboo (WI) News-Republic” Tuesday 20 May 1952 p 4 
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Obituary of Earl Walter Veerhusen - "Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) Wednesday 21 May 

1952 p 5  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KSRH-

K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWKK-17N2 
 
 

 
Life: 

 
 

 
Birth of Earl Walter Veerhusen – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Thursday 10 Mar 1898 p 4 

 

 
On Monday – “Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 4 Aug 1910 p 10 
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Several members of the Trinity Christmas choir will survive the sinking of Tuscania – “Baraboo (WI) 

Republic” Thursday 27 Dec 1910 p 4 
 

 
Both will sail on Tuscania – “Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 31 Aug 1911 p 9 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 4 Jan 1912 p 7 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 7 Mar 1912 p 2 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Jan 1915 p 6 
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[followed by a synopsis of the play] 

“Baraboo (WI) News Review” Saturday 30 Jan 1915 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 9 Sep 1915 p 8 

 
 

 
[article continues] 
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[article continues] 

“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 9 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 16 Sep 1915 p 7 
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[article continues] 

“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 11 Nov 1915 p 2 
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[article continues] 

“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 15 Apr 1916 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 22 Jun 1916 p 4 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 14 Aug 1916 p 3 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 25 Nov 1916 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 21 Dec 1916 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 22 Jan 1917 p 4 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 27 Sep 1917 p 10 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 11 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 1 Mar 1918 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 13 Apr 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 3 May 1918 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 9 May 1918 p 1 & p 12 

 

 
[article continues] 
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[article continues] 

Graduates from Baraboo High School in absentia – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 4 Jun 
1918 p 1 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 26 Aug 1918 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 27 Feb 1919 p 8 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 28 Apr 1919 p 4 

 



36 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI Republic” Thursday 31 May 1919 p 5 

 
 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 4 Dec 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 4 Dec 1919 p 5 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 31 Mar 1921 p 4 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 16 Jan 1922 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 4 Feb 1922 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 3 Feb 1928 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 28 Jun 1930 p 1 
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Left: “Wisconsin State Journal” Tuesday 10 Feb 1931 p 10 and right: “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” 

Friday 5 Feb 1932 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 6 Feb 1932 p 4 

 



44 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 6 

 
 

 
 

“Madison Capital Times” Thursdayt 9 Oct 1941 p 10 
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“Baraboo (WI)  News Republic” Wednesday 10 Dec 1941 p 4 

 
 
 

 

 
At the National Tuscania Survivors Association meeting - “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune 

Monday 9 Feb 1942 p 10  - https://www.newspapers.com/image/243278266/ 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 24 Oct 1949 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 10 Apr 1951 p 1 

 
 

Father: 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Thursday 1 Dec 1887 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/578315:61048?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c218e590546c055b1511e4e21222803&_phsrc=
hFB64730&_phstart=successSource 
 

Mother: 
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52 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/60752:61720?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c218e590546c055b1511e4e21222803&_phsrc=h

FB64728&_phstart=successSource 

 
“Watertown (WI) News” Tuesday 9 Jan 1900 p 6 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 31 Jan 1900 p 8 
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The death of mother Hulda & a 6-month-old child – “Wisconsin State Journal” Saturday 3 Feb 1900 
p 1 – Was she 6 months pregnant, instead of having a 6-month-old baby who died on the same day 
she did, from the same explosion, which is not mentioned elsewhere? The surviving 3-year-old was 

son Earl. 
 

 
“Watertown (WI) News” Tuesday 6 Feb 1900 p 6 

 
Foster father/uncle: 
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Obituary of Edward J. Martyn – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 1 Jun 1948 p 4 

 



56 
 

 
Obiuary of Edward J. Martyn – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 2 Jun 1948 p 3 

 
Foster mother/aunt: 

 



57 
 

 
Obituary of Emma Hyer Martyn – Earl is listed as her son - “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 

Wednesday 14 Nov 1945 p. 4 
 
 

 
 

Engagement, - but apparently no marriage 
 
 

 
“Madison Capital Times” Wednesday 19 Nov 1924 p 11 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” Wednesday 19 Nov 1924 p 17 
 

Sibling: 
 

 
Baptism of Olive Hulda Veerhusen on 4 Oct 1896 in St. Paul’s German Presbyterian Church, 
Madison, Dane WI – born 3 Jul 1895 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/150578941:61048?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c218e590546c055b1511e4e21222803&_ph
src=hFB64729&_phstart=successSource 
 

Foster siblings/cousins: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150578941:61048?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c218e590546c055b1511e4e21222803&_phsrc=hFB64729&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150578941:61048?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c218e590546c055b1511e4e21222803&_phsrc=hFB64729&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150578941:61048?tid=&pid=&queryId=7c218e590546c055b1511e4e21222803&_phsrc=hFB64729&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of cousin Hazel H. Martyn Ross (1888-1971) – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 

22 Dec 1971 p 3 
 
 

 

 
Death of Roy Martyn on 12 Apr 1912 in Baraboo, Sauk WI – “Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Monday 
15 Apr 1912 p 3  
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Obituary of Roy Martyn, noting his surviving brother Earl – “Baraboo (WI) Weekly Times” Thursday 

18 Apr 1912 p 1 
 



61 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 18 Apr 1912 p 8 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Earl Walter Veerhusen 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. E - corporal 
Serial number:  251,237 
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Entered service from:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Earl Walter Veerhusen 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: uncle Ed. J. Martyn, 490 Greenbush St., Milwaukee WI 
Returned from war on: "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Earl W. Veerhusen 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: aunt Mrs. Emma Martyn, 351 Scott St., Milwaukee WI (cpl, Co. 
F, 101st Supply Train) 
 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 915 W. Washington St., Milwaukee WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Earl Walter Veerhusen – b. 5 Mar 1898 Madison 
WI; res: 915 W. Washington St., Madison WI. NOK Mrs. Emma Martyn, same address. 
Employed by City of Milwaukee, City Hall, Milwaukee WI. Height: 6’ – 208 lbs.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  28 Apr 1919 
Address:  351 Scott St., Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit:   corporal, Co. F, 101st Supply Train  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  5 Mar 1898 Madison, Dane WI  
Died: 19 May 1952 Madison, Dane WI (in a Madison WI hospital)   
Find A Grave record: 70423421 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Cemetery:  Walnut Hill 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: Walter Veerhusen.        
Son of William Veerhusen (1823 Germany -1888 WI, F: 86588457) & Elsbeth Freitag (Friday) (1834 
Switzerland – 1896, F: 86588442). 
His parents seemed to have tried to name a son Walter approximately 3 times. There is the Walter 
F. Veerhusen who shares a tombstone with his father (11 Jun 1861-7 Nov 1863, F: 86588456). A 
Walter born 7 Apr 1862 was baptized 24 Apr 1863. In the 1870 census (conducted 12 Jul 1870), 
there is a 2-month-old Walter.  
Resident of Madison, Dane WI in the 1870 & 1880 censuses.  
In his father’s obituary (Mar 1888), Walter is listed as a surviving son. 
In the 1888 Madison WI city directory, Walter Veerhusen resides at 605 E. Gorham, as does Elspeth 
Veerhusen (a student) & Elspeth Veerhusen (widow of William Veerhusen). 
In the 1900 census, Walter, age 29, was a widower, living in the State Hospital for the Insane, 
Westport, Milwaukee Co. WI.  
Might he be the Walter Veerhusen, 38 WI, single, father b. Germany, mother b. Switzerland, a 
quartz miner in Wells, Elko NV, a lodger? 
Might he be the Walter Veerhusen noted in the 1914 & 1916 San Francisco CA city directories? 
Find A Grave:   
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Mother: Hulda Helen Hyer/Heyer/Heier Veerhusen, 1871 WI - 3 Feb 1900 Madison, Dane 
WI from burns incurred on 5 Jan 1900 when her dress caught fire from a gasoline stove.  
Birth surname spelled Heier on WI death record - spelled Hyer on her marriage record (viewed 
index, not the original) - also found as Heyer (1880 census). 
Daughter of Fredrick & Louisa Hyer. 
Buried with daughter Olive.  
Find A Grave:  86588448 
Parents’ marriage:  22 Feb 1895 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
 
Foster parents: 
 
Edward Martyn, 1862 England – 1 Jun 1948 Baraboo, Sauk WI. Buried in Walnut Hill 
Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F: 68091272 
Emma Hyer Martin, 1868 Madison, Dane WI – 12 Nov 1945 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Daughter of Louisa Hyer. The sister of Hulda Hyer Veerhusen, Earl’s mother. Buried in 
Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F: 68091273 
 
Emma Hyer Martyn, 1868 Madison, Dane WI – 12 Nov 1945 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F: 8091273 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Sibling:   

• Olive Veerhusen, 3 Jul 1895 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 5 Oct 1896 WI. Baptized 4 Oct 1896 
in St. Paul’s German Presbyterian Church, Madison WI. Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, 
Madison Dane WI. F: 86588453 

 
Cousins/foster siblings: the children of Edward Martyn & his mother’s sister Emma Hyer: 

• Hazel H. Martyn Ross, 4 Jun 1888 WI – 20 Dec 1971 Baraboo, Sauk WI. Wife of Ernest 
Thomas Ross (1884-1952, F: 154086157). Resident of Baraboo, Sauk WI in May 1952 when 
Earl died. Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F: 154084390 

• Roy Martyn, 1889 – 12 Apr 1912 Baraboo, Sauk WI. Died of scarlet fever at the home of his 
parents. Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F: 68091274 

 
Notes:  
 
 
The Veerhusen saloon in Madison burns down Dec 1857 & also in 1879. Operated by William 
Veerhusen. 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” 11 Jun 1919 p 4 – in Madison 87 years ago, a lager beer saloon on the 
square was owned by William Veerhusen, father of the late Herman Veerhusen of the clothing firm, 
Olson & Veerhusen. 
 
Obituary of Louisa Hyer d. 17 Mar 1908 F:86449198 
“Wisconsin State Journal” 17 Mar 1908 p 6 
Mrs. Frederick Hyer, resident of Madison the past 14 years, died from a stroke of paralysis at the 
home of her daughter, Mrs. E.J. Martyn, of Baraboo WI at age 80. 
Survived by 6 daughters: 
Mrs. George McWatters (Lena, F:86643114) 
Mrs. Charles Vosburg 
Mrs. Charles Gillette 
Mrs. Frank Carpenter (Milwaukee) 
Mrs. Alfred Stone (Clara, F:86033530, Madison) 
Mrs. E.J. Martyn (Emma, F: 68091273, Baraboo) 
 
 
In 1910-1940 censuses, living in Milwaukee with uncle Edward John Martyn & his wife, Emma C. 
(Heyer/Hyer) Martyn, Earl's mother's sister. Earl is buried with the Martyns. Emma Hyer Martyn is 
the sister of Earl's mother Hulda Helen Hyer Veerhusen 
 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1870 census Madison WI 
Fred, age 45, b. Prussia  [Fred also listed as Fritz] 
Louisa, age 44, b. Prussia 
Lena, age 14 WI (later McWatters) 
Bertha, age 12 WI 
Henrietta, age 8 WI 
Clara, age 6 WI (later Mrs. Alfred J. Stone) 
Eda, age 5 WI 
Emma, age 3 WI [later Martyn] 
Earl’s mother Hulda is born the following year [1871] 
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1900 Madison, Dane WI – State Hospital for the Insane – conducted 2 Jun 1900 – his father – his 
mother had died 3 Feb 1900 
Walter Veerhusen, 29 WI, widowed, saloon keeper by occupation 
 
1900 cannot locate Earl Veerhusen 
 
1905 WI state census – Baraboo, Sauk WI – Earl has surname Martin 
Ed J. Veerhusen, 39 England, parents b. England, railway engineer 
Emma, 33 WI, parents b. Germany [wife] 
Hazel, 17 WI, clerk, father b. England, mother b. WI, student [daughter] 
Earl, 6 WI, father b. England, mother b. WI, student [son] 
 
1910 Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Edward J. Martyn, 47 England, parents b. England, married 23 years, emigrated 1883, naturalized, 
engineer, locomotive 
Emma K. Martin, 41 Wi, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living [wife] 
Hazel H. Martin, 21 WI, single, father b. England, mother b. Germany, saleswoman, dry-goods 
[daughter] 
Earl F. Veerhusen, 12 Wi, parents b. WI [nephew] 
 
1920 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 351 Scott St. 
Edward J. Martyn, 56 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1881, naturalized, locomotive 
engineer, steam railroad 
Emma Martyn, 51 WI, parents b. Germany [wife] 
Earl VERHUSSEN, 21 WI, parents b. WI, single, laborer, motor company [nephew] 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 351 Scott St. 
Edward Martyn, 67 England, parents b. England, age 25 at 1st marriage, engineer, railroad company 
Emma Martyn, 61 WI, parents b. Germany, age 17 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Earl W. Veerhusen, 32 WI, parents b. WI, single, inspector, sewerage, city, WWI veteran [nephew] 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 915 W. Washington St. – same place in 1935 
Edward J. Martyn, 77 England 
Emma C. Martyn, 72 WI [wife] 
Earl W. Veerhusen, 42 WI, single, labor foreman, municipal, city of Milwaukee [nephew] 
 
1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Clem G. Sharafinski, 27 WI, accountant, plumbing manufacturer 
Irene H. Sharafinski, 28 WI, comptometer operator, diesel manufacturer [wife] 
Earl Veerhusen, 52 WI, never married, superintendent, Harbor Commission, city of Milwaukee 
[mother’s brother-in-law – which is misread as son-in-law by indexer] 
Irene is the daughter of Earl’s cousin/foster sister Hazel Hyer Martyn. 
 


