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TUSCANIA 
 

Vater, Frederick 
1886 Canada – 1971 WI 
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Frederick Vater – unsourced clipping - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156018/media/175d5362-ab04-4286-9350-
ad6cafc4d845 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1629/images/31192_118273- 

01797?pId=5179536 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156018/media/175d5362-ab04-4286-9350-ad6cafc4d845
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156018/media/175d5362-ab04-4286-9350-ad6cafc4d845
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156018/media/175d5362-ab04-4286-9350-ad6cafc4d845
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1629/images/31192_118273-
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2345/images/40014_1821100517_0466-
01084?pId=3351666 

 
 

Life: 
 
 

 
“Fennimore (WI) Times” Wednesday 23 Jul 1913 p 7 

 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Saturday 19 Aug 1916 p 2 

 

 
Clinton WI news: “Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Monday 13 Mar 1917 p 9 
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[list continues] 

“Wisconsin State Journal” Friday 6 Jul 1917 p 8 
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“Boston (MA) Globe” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 

 
“Eagle River (WI) Review” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Excerpt from history of the 107th Supply Train – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 5 

Feb 1925 p 6 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 6 Feb 1939 p 9 – and numerous other WI 

newspapers such as “Wausau (WI) Daily Herald" Monday 6 Feb 1939 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 5 Jul 1939 p 1 
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[article continues] 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 18 Oct 1939 p 5 

 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 2 Feb 1940 p 1 
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"Marshfield [WI] News-Herald" Wednesday 8 Oct 1941 p  

 
Wife: 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91185497:61484 

 
Father: 
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Father Rev. George Vater – Find A Grave 86588413 

 
Mother: 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878155267/media/986b2f50-879f-48c0-8c11-
a4a8e16a60e1 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Monday 8 Aug 1932 p 1 

 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Sister Alma Vater Boundey (1884-1973) – Find A Grave 86366980 

 



13 
 

 
Alma Vater Boundey - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156019/media/91045c41-cdac-4b9e-87d4-
96dd1e047e03 

 

 
“Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Tuesday 9 Sep 1902 p 7 
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[list continues] – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 20 Jun 1906 p 2 

 

 
[list continues] 

“Grant County Herald” (Lancaster WI) Wednesday 21 Dec 1910 p 12 
 



15 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20189822/person/28878156019/facts 

 
 

 
“Fennimore (WI) Times” Wednesday 7 Feb 1912 p 1 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 26 Apr 1918 p 6 

 

 
Madison WI school announcement – “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 8 Jun 1921 

p 1 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20189822/person/28878156019/facts
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“Platteville (WI) Journal & Grant County News” Wednesday 24 Jun 1931 p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_2276-
0354?pId=725926 

 
 
 

  

 
Sister Margaret Vater (1890-1973) – “Platteville (WI) Witness” Wednesday 19 Apr 1911 p 8 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_2276-0354?pId=725926
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_2276-0354?pId=725926


22 
 

 
Margaret Vater – passport photograph -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156016/media/cef44e26-b616-42bb-9b3a-
8c010da723e8 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156016/media/cef44e26-b616-42bb-9b3a-8c010da723e8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156016/media/cef44e26-b616-42bb-9b3a-8c010da723e8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20189822/person/28878156016/media/cef44e26-b616-42bb-9b3a-8c010da723e8
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Margaret Vater’s passport application on 9 May 1923 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_2274-
0374?pId=196792 
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“Wauwatosa (WI) News” Friday 6 Sep 1912 p 8 
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Carbonear, Newfoundland, Canada - 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Carbonear,+NL,+Canada/@47.7330353,-
53.3613865,11z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x4b7351a364cd7259:0x13ab8abcfc20cad4!8m2!3d4

7.72726!4d-53.2356789!16zL20vMDY1MmN0 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Frederick Vater 
Name variations:  Frederich 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng.  (1938 NTSA, 107th Ammunition Train) – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Frederick Vater 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Josephine Vater, 1160 - 27th St., Milwaukee WI 
Returned from war on: "Louisiana" May 1919 [Fold3.com spells ship name as LOUSIANA] 
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Sailed on return ship as: Frederick Vater 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Josephine G. Vater, 1160 - 27th St., 
Milwaukee WI (captain, Med. Det., 107th Ammunition Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1939 NTSA: 3357 N. 51st Blvd., Milwaukee 
WI - 1955 WI Survivors: 705 E. Glendale Ave., Milwaukee WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Frederick Vater - b. 30 May 1886 St. John's, 
Newfoundland, Canada; res: 545 W. 236th St., Bronx, NY, NY [handwritten note: at Virginia]. 
NOK Mrs. Bessie Vater, same address. Employed at Veterans’ Administration, 130 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., Bronx NY. Height: 5’10 ½” – 200 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: could not be located 
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:     
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  30 May 1886 St. John's, Avalon Peninsula Census Division, Newfoundland, Canada  
Died: 23 Dec 1971 West Allis, Milwaukee Co. WI 
Find A Grave record: 86588412 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Madison, Dane Wi 
Cemetery:  Forest Hill 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: George Vater, Sep 1850 Paulton, Bath & North East Somerset Unitary Authority, 
Somerset, England – 21 Dec 1904 Madison, Dane WI. Methodist minister. Buried in Forest 
Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI.   
Find A Grave:  86588413 
 
Mother:  Josephine Gertrude Bulley Vater, 8 Jun 1858 St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada – 
9 Aug 1932. Daughter of William Bulley & Emily Woods. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, 
Madison, Dane WI. 
Find A Grave:  85588414 
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Bessie Kutchera (Kucera/Kuecera) Vater, 23 Jul 1891 WI – 7 Oct 1966 Milwaukee 
Co. WI. SSN 389-10-9995. 
Daughter of John Kutcher & Katharine Zajieck/Zajieek. They were born in Bohemia/Austria. 
In the 1905 WI state census, Bessie lives with her parents, John (49 Bohemia) & Katie (46 
Bohemia) Kuchera in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. In the 1910 census for Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI, Bessie lives with her parents John (58 Austria) & Katherine (56 Austria.  
Daughter of John Kutcher Sr. (1853-1937, F: 79706792)  
Spouse Find A Grave:  86588411 
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Marriage: 1919 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Alma V. Vater Boundey, 10 Jun 1884 Carbonear, Newfoundland, Canada – 3 Oct 1973 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Schoolteacher. Graduate of the U of WI. Frist married George 
Layton Boundey on 2 Aug 1910 in Grand Haven, Ottawa MI by a minister. The ceremony was 
repeated on 14 Jun 1911 at the home of her maternal uncle, the Rev. Charles J.R. Bulley, at 
his home in West Allis, Milwaukee WI. – When Alma Boundey applies for a passport on 24 
May 1923, she says her husband is dead. George’s cousin Gladys Shepard Farrill also 
swears he is dead. Alma states that she is a US citizen because of marriage to a US citizen. 
George I, however, not dead. - George Layton Boundey, the son of William Albert Boundey & 
Isadora Jane (“Dora”) Shephard, was born 14 Feb 1882 Golden Lake, Waukesha WI, died 3 
Jul 1969 in Portland, Multnomah OR & is buried in Willamette National Cemetery, Portland, 
Multnomah OR, F: 391864. – When she sails to Quebec, Canada, in Sep 1927, Alma says 
she is divorced. In the 1930 census for Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, Alma Boundey says she 
is widowed. In 1940, in the same location, she is divorced. In 1950, she says she is 
widowed. – Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 86366980 

• Margaret Vater, 4 Mar 1890 Wausau, Marathon WI – 3 Jul 1973 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Schoolteacher. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Madison, Dane WI. F: 86588415 

 
Notes: 
Fred never reports he was born in Canada, but in Newfoundland. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
"Frederich" naturalized in Milwaukee WI 11 Jun 1917, entered U.S. at 1 year old 25 Oct 
1887 at NY aboard “Portia.”. Gives birth date of  30 May 1886 Newfoundland, Canada, 
entered NY 25 Oct 1887. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Served as president of the National Tuscania Survivors Association. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 398-44-2733 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Delavan, Walworth WI 
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George Vater, 48 Canada (English), Sep 1851, parents b. Canada (English), married 16 
years, emigrated 1887, in US for 12 years, clergyman 
Josephine G., 41 Canada (English), Jun 1858, parents b. Canada (English), emigrated 1887, 
in US for 12 years, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Alma, 15 Canada (English), Jun 1884, emigrated 1887, in US for 12 years, at school 
Frederick, 14 Canada (English), May 1886, emigrated 1887, in US for 12 years, at school 
Margaret, 10 WI, Mar 1890, at school 
 
Fred was double-counted in the 1905 WI state census 
1905 WI state census – Madison, Dane WI – only Margaret was born in WI  
Gertrud Vater, 45 WI, widow, parents b. Canada 
Alma, 19 WI, student 
Fred, 17 WI, student 
Margaret, 15 WI, student 
 
1905 WI state census - Clinton, Rock WI 
Fred Vater, 19 Newfoundland, father b. England, mother b. Newfoundland [nephew} 
Margaret Vater, 15 WI, father b. England, mother b. Newfoundland [niece] 
Living with Charles J.R. Bully [Bulley], his wife Mary V. & son Kenneth Bully & mother Emily 
Bulley, 70 Newfoundland 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 160 – 27th St. – most of the text is too blurry/faint to 
decipher 
Frederick Vater, 33 Newfoundland, parents b. Newfoundland,, emigrated 1888, naturalized 
1917, occupation cannot be read  
Bessie, 27 WI, occupation cannot be read [wife] 
Josephine, 61 Newfoundland, emigrated 1888 [mother] 
Margaret, 29 WI, teacher [sister] 
 
1930 Wauwatosa, Milwaukee WI – 13th Ave. 
Fred Vataer, 44 Newfoundland, father b. Newfoundland, mother b. England, age 33 at 1st 
marriage, dentist, US Veteran Bureau, WWI veteran 
Bessie Vater, 38 WI, parents b. Bohemia, age 27 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Evylin Hansen, 17 WI, parents b. Norway [lodger] 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 3357 N. 51st St. – same place in 1935 
Fred Vater, 53 Newfoundland, chief dental officer, Veterans’ Administration 
Bessie K., 47 WI 
 
1950 Bronx, NY – 545 W. 236th St., Apt. 41 
Dr. Fred Vater, 63 Newfoundland, dentist, US Veterans Hospitals 
Bessie, 57 WI 
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