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TUSCANIA 
 
 

VanLandingham, William Cleveland 
1891 KY – 1968 CA 

 
 
 

 
“Perris (CA) Progress” Wednesday 19 Jun 1968 p 1 
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William Campbell Van Landingham is 4th from left, back row, with mustache - “Perris (CA) 

Progress” Thursday 18 Feb 1965 p 1 
 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KQNL-

Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7NX-GS6Z 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KQNL-Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7NX-GS6Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KQNL-Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7NX-GS6Z
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2440309:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e22bc7fdc0b4e85206b2e4077632ef9&_phsrc=
hFB64594&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
WWI draft registration - the reason he claims exemption from the draft “Only on the ground that he 
is a--- - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/28897602:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e22bc7fdc0b4e85206b2e4077632ef9&_phsrc
=hFB64593&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

 
 

Life: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2440309:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e22bc7fdc0b4e85206b2e4077632ef9&_phsrc=hFB64594&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2440309:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e22bc7fdc0b4e85206b2e4077632ef9&_phsrc=hFB64594&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2440309:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e22bc7fdc0b4e85206b2e4077632ef9&_phsrc=hFB64594&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28897602:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e22bc7fdc0b4e85206b2e4077632ef9&_phsrc=hFB64593&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28897602:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e22bc7fdc0b4e85206b2e4077632ef9&_phsrc=hFB64593&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28897602:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=2e22bc7fdc0b4e85206b2e4077632ef9&_phsrc=hFB64593&_phstart=successSource
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“Hutchinson (KS) Gazette” Saturday 7 Mar 1914 p 6 

 

 
“Haven (KS) Journal” Friday 13 Mar 1914 p 1 
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“Hutchinson (KS) News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 

 
 

 
“Haven (KS) Journal” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Haven (KS) Journal” Friday 6 Sep 1918 p 2 
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“Hutchinson (KS) News” Saturday 7 Oct 1922 p 21 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/480169486/ 

 
 

 
Excerpt from the article on the Potato Festival – “Perris (CA) Progress” Thursday 11 Jul 1957 p 3 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/480169486/
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Beginning of article on Potato Festival – “Perris (CA) Progress” Thursday 11 Jul 1957 p 1 

 

 
“Perris (CA) Progress” Thursday 12 Dec 1957 p 3 
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“Perris (CA) Progress” Thursday 26 Jan 1961 p 1 
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“Perris (CA) Progress” Thursday 5 Mar 1964 p 1 
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“Perris (CA) Progress” Thursday 22 Apr 1965 p 1 
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“Perris (CA) Progress” Wednesday 3 Jan 1968 p 3 

 
 
 

 



16 
 

 
“Perris (CA) Progress” Wednesday 16 Jul 1969 p 1 
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“Perris (CA) Progress” Wednesday 5 Mar 1969 p 4 

 
Wife: 

 

 
Los Angeles CA city directory 1942 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1K-

NQJ3-Q?cc=3754697 
 

Father 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6565673073:62476 

 
Mother: 

 

 

 
For daughter Maude Louise Vanlandingham Lennon - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/761331276:60901 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6565673073:62476
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/761331276:60901
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/761331276:60901
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/381506:1213 

 
For son Louis John Vanlandingham - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1200083506:61378 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1200083506:61378
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1200083506:61378
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KY death record of Elvira Cook Van Landingham House - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1207430:1222?tid=&pid=&queryId=feadd78b6f898c4179d8e4f87e358099&_phsrc=h
FB64598&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings: 

 
 
 

 



22 
 

 
Sister Maude Louise Vanlandingham Lennon (1877-     ) https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/11331276:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=1464b877155aa30dcdadbc52c12d53e1&_phs
rc=hFB64609&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of Maude VanLandingham’s husband, John Lennon – “Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Tuesday 

16 Sep 1941 p 1 
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Obituary of brother Louis Jackson Vanlandingham (1884-1962) – mentions no siblings – “Cincinnati 

(OH) Post” Tuesday 2 Oct 1962 p 4 
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Marriage of Louis Jackson Van Landingham to Katherine Honerlaw on 2 Sep 1908 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1200083506:61378 
 

 
 

 
Marriage of sister Helen Jane (Jennie) Vanlandingham (1888-1983) to Cornelius B. Copeland on 16 
Sep 1908 in Wichita, Sedgwick KS - “Mount Hope (KS) Clarion” Friday 2 Oct 1908 p 1 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1200083506:61378


28 
 

 
 

 
marriage of sister Helen Jane Vanlandingham ((1889-1983) to 1st husband, Cornelius B. Copeland - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/274900:61371?tid=&pid=&queryId=fd84137899fe66c2415242e85465545d&_phsrc=

hFB64621&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

 
“Haven (KS) Journal” Saturday 3 Oct 1908 p 2 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/274900:61371?tid=&pid=&queryId=fd84137899fe66c2415242e85465545d&_phsrc=hFB64621&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/274900:61371?tid=&pid=&queryId=fd84137899fe66c2415242e85465545d&_phsrc=hFB64621&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/274900:61371?tid=&pid=&queryId=fd84137899fe66c2415242e85465545d&_phsrc=hFB64621&_phstart=successSource
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“Haven (KS) Journal” Friday 13 Mar 1914 p 3 

 

 
Newborn Richard Milton Copeland will later contest his uncle William’s last will & testament – 

“Haven (KS) Journal” Friday 7 Jan 1916 p 2 
 

 
“Haven (KS) Journal” Friday 9 Mar 1917 p4 
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“Haven (KS) Journal” Friday 19 Jul 1918 p 3 

 
 

 
“Hutchinson (KS) Gazette” Thursday 16 Jan 1919 p 5 
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“Haven (KS) Journal” Friday 4 Apr 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Hutchinson (KS) News” Thursday 3 Feb 1920 p 10 

 
 

 
 



32 
 

 
Husband on the Reno County High School board – “Nickerson (KS) Agency” Thursday 13 Jan 1921 p 

1 
 

 
Apparently almost every newspaper in KS published this story, including this one from the 

“Northern Lyon County Journal” (Allen KS) Wednesday 25 Apr 1923 p 2 
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“Manhattan (KS) Morning Chronicle” Tuesday 9 Mar 1926 p 6 

 

 
Forgeries of Cornelius B. Copeland - “Hutchinson (KS) News” Tuesday 12 Oct 1926 p 2 
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“Hutchinson (KS) News” Thursday 14 Oct 1926 p 2 
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AZ death record of Cornelius B. Copeland - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/263198:8704?tid=&pid=&queryId=fd84137899fe66c2415242e85465545d&_phsrc=h
FB64622&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Helen Marie Krouskop Stouffer b. 15 Sep 1896 West Liberty OH, married 22 Mar 1922 to Rev. Allison 
M. Stouffer – had siblings Paul, Karl, Ralph, Oscar, Rowena Krouskop 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  William Cleveland VanLandingham 
Name variations:  name often found as Van Landingham  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 1st Squad - private 
Serial number:  249,923 (from US Veterans Administration Master Index) 
Entered service from:  Haven, Reno KS 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William C. Vanlandingham 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: half-sister Jennie Copeland, Haven KS [but she seems to be his full 
sister] 

found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4345186:61174?tid=&pid=&queryId=412fdf71c5863dcbd9dc6a7457a62b3f&
_phsrc=hFB64632&_phstart=successSource 
Returned from war on: cannot locate record – was discharged 20 Dec 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
World War I draft registration (1917): as William Cleveland Van Landingham - b. 26 Feb 1891 
Covington KY; res: [unreadable name – Enpin?] Hotel, Taylor & Eddy streets, San Francisco CA [the 
Olympic Hotel was at this intersection in the 1920s & 1930s]. Single. Private detective, Thield (?) 
Detective Service Co., Phelan Building, San Francisco CA. Claimed exemption: “only on the ground 
that [rest undecipherable]. Tall & slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Clevel Van Landingham - b. 26 Feb 1891 
Covington KY; res: 8936 S. Western Ave., Los Angeles CA. NOK Elmer L. Brown, 365 Marie Ave, LAC 
[Los Angeles City?] Self-employed at 8936 S. Western Ave., Los Angeles CA. Card signed W.C. 
Vanlandingham. Height: 5’11 ½”- 175 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  Van-Landingham 
Enlisted:  14 Aug 1917 
Discharged:  20 Dec 1918 
Address:  62 & Western Ave., Los Angeles CA – Perris CA 
Rank/unit:   private, ASA Unassgd Att 812 Aero Sqdn  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  12 Feb 1891 Covington, Kenton KY (Veterans Administration Master Index: 26 Feb 1891)  
Died: 12 Jun 1968 CA   
Find A Grave record: 85328270 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Perris, Riverside CA 
Cemetery:  Perris Valley 
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Tombstone: veteran flat: Kentucky Pvt US Army WWI  
 
Father:  Andrew Jackson Vanlandingham, 1856 Grant Co. KY – 1936 Iowa City, Johnson IA. 
Son of Lewis Vanlandingham & Louisa Jane Sharp. 
In the 1860 census for Grant Co. KY, Andrew J. Van Landingham, b. KY, lives with parents 
Lewis (47) & Louisa (36). 
In the 1870 census for Crittenden, Grant KY, Andrew J. Vanlandingham, 14 KY, farm 
laborer, lives with parents Lewis & Louisa J. 
Wife Elvira claims she is a widow in the 1898 Covington KY city directory & in the 1900 
census, but that might have been a fiction.  
He is not the Andrew Jackson (“Jack”) Vanlandingham (1856-1936 IA, F: 82721434), who is 
the son of William M. Vanlandingham & Harriet Henriett Cecil. The men are often linked on 
Ancestry.com as the same person – which they do not appear to be. 
Find A Grave:   
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/57495412/person/34047806175/facts 
 
Mother:  Elvira Cook Vanlandingham House, 26 Jul 1856 or 15 Jul 1857 Kenton Co. KY – 29 
Sep 1927 Clifton, Campbell KY. Daughter of William Cook (b. Holland) & Francis Theobald 
(b. KY). 
In the 1898 Covington KY city directory, Elvira Vanlandingham, widow of Andrew J., resides 
at 1419 Holman Avenue. Laura & Maud also reside at that address. 
According to her KY death record, died of a cerebral hemorrhage at the age of 70 years, 2 
months, 16 days, the wife of Thomas House.   
Elvira House is buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Southgate, Campbell KY but is not on Find A 
Grave as of 25 Apr 2023. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Florence M.  , 1899 NY – 1965. Buried in Perris Valley Cemetery, Perris, Riverside 
CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  85328269 
Marriage: In the 1920 census, William & wife Florence are living in Oakland, Alameda CA. In 
the 1930 census, both indicate they were married 13 years earlier, which computes to 
1917.  
 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: according to the 1910 census, Elvira says she has given birth to 6 children, 5 of 
whom are living.  

• Maude Louise Vanlandingham Lennon, ca. 1879 KY –    Wife of John Lennon, a hotel waiter, 
who was a passenger in a car accident on 2 Aug 1941 & died 15 Sep 1941 in Cincinnati, 
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Hamilton OH. In the 1950 census for Jacksonville Beach, Duval FL, Maud Louise Lennon, 72 
KY, widow, lives with her son John V. Lennon & his family. 

• Louis Jackson Vanlandingham, 10 Mar 1884 Covington, Kenton KY – 1 Oct 1962 Deer Park, 
Hamilton OH (in Jewish Hospital). Husband of Katherine Honerlaw (1885-1975, F: 
34673638), the daughter of Henry Honerlaw & Mary Neighbors. They obtained a marriage 
license on 1 Sep 1908 in Hamilton Co. OH when Louis was age 24 & Katherine age 23 & 
married 2 Sep 1908 in Hamilton Co. OH. When he registered for the WWII draft, Louis 
resided in Deer Park, Hamilton OH. His obituary lists him as one of the town’s founders. - 
Buried in Rest Haven Memorial Park, Evendale, Hamilton OH. F: 34673639 

• Helen Jane (“Jennie”) Vanlandingham Copeland Thurman, 1888 KY – 15 Oct 1983 San 
Antonio, Bexar TX. SSN 526-16-7946. – Listed as William’s half-sister on the Tuscania 
roster, but unless her or William’s father was in question, they appear to be full siblings. - 
Married 12 Oct 1908 in Wichita, Sedgwick KS to Cornelius B. Copeland (20 Oct 1867 
Woupala IL – 30 Sep 1945 Douglas, Cochise AZ, buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Bisbee, 
Cochise AZ, F: 81515881). They had 6 children. In 1923, C.B. (as he was known) 
“disappeared” from Haven, Reno KS after having committed forgery to abscond with 
$20,000 from the Reno County High School of which he was treasurer. He was also a 
trustee of Sumner Township, Reno Co KS as of May 1919. No resolution could be found, 
and the family resurfaces in the 1930 census in Warren, Cochise AZ where he is listed as 
Henry J. Copeland, 47 IL, parents b. OH, with wife Helen Copeland, 41 KY & their 6 children. 
By 1940, Cornelius & Helen Jane & 4 of their children live in Bisbee, Cochise AZ. – Helen 
Copeland married in Imperial Co. CA on 24 Jul 1960 to Clyde Archie Thurman (1900-1980, 
F: 58508010), the son of Walter Archie Thurman & Laura Belle Gower. Helen was age 71 & 
Clyde was age 60. – Mrs. Helen Thurman of Julian CA is noted as her brother William’s 
surviving sibling in his Jun 1968 obituary - Helen & Clyde (& 1st husband C.B. Copeland) are 
buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Bisbee, Cochise AZ. F: 80659823 

 
 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
1910 Cincinnati OH city directory: 
Vanlandingham, Elvira, widow of Andrew J., resident of 230 Sycamore 
Vanlindingham, Wm., molder, resident of 230 Sycamore 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
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1900 cannot locate William 
 
1900 Stevenson, Kenton KY  - are these relatives? Sisters? 
Jane C. Northcutt, 65 KY, Jan 1855, widow, farmer, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Annie L. Vanlandingham, 20 KY, parents b. KY, Sep 1879, seamstress [granddaughter] 
Laura Vanlandingham, 17 KY, Dec 1882 [granddaughter] 
Is this a connection? 
William F. Vanlandingham of Kenton Co. KY, age 29, 2nd marriage, farmer, b. Kenton Co. KY (as were 
his father & mother) married 18 Feb 1874 to Minnie A. Northcutt, resident of Kenton Co. KY, her 1st 
marriage, age 15, she & her father b. Kenton County, her mother born Grant Co. KY 
 
 
1910 Cincinnati, Hamilton OH – 228 Sycamore St. - William & mother 
William Van Sandingham, 19 KY, parents b. KY, sculpture – out [head of household] 
Elvira Van Sandingham, 53 KY, father b. PA, mother b. KY, widow, gave birth to 6 children, 5 
are living [mother] 
 
1910 Sumner, Reno KS - conducted 28 April 1910 
Cornelius B. Copeland, 42 IL, parents b. OH, married 1 year, farmer, general farm 
Helen J., 21 KY, parents b. KY 
Helen C., 6 months, b. KS  
 
1920 Oakland, Alameda CA – 20th St. 
William van Landingham, 28 KY, parents b. KY, painter, house 
Florence, 21 NY, parents b. NY 
 
Sister Maud is double-counted in the 1920 census 
1920 Cincinnati, Hamilton OH – conducted 5 Jan 1920 
John Lennon, 40 England, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1880, hotel waiter 
Maud Lennon, 41 KY [wife] 
Elvira Vanlandingham (indexed as Vanlandinghan), 63 KY, father b. PA, mother b. KY, 
widow [mother-in-law] 
 
1920 Bromley, Kenton KY – Broadway St. - conducted 2 Feb 1920 – sister Maud 
John Lennon, 40 KY, parents b. London, England, waiter, hotel  
Lonnie Lennon, 42 KY, parents b. KY [wife] 
Elvira Vanlandingham (indexed as Vanlandinghan), 63 KY, father b. PA, mother b. KY, 
widow [mother-in-law] 
 
1930 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 6206 Western Ave. 
Wm. C. Van Landingham, 39 KY, parents b. KY, age 26 at 1st marriage, plaster modeler, 
plastic casting, WWI veteran 
Florence M., 30 NY, parents b. NY, age 17 at 1st marriage 
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1940 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 8936 Western – same place in 1935 
Wm. C. Van Landingham, 48 KY, ornamental staff, plastic studio 
Florence, 39 NY, ornamental staff walker [worker?], plastic studio 
 
1940 Campbell Co. KY – sister Maud 
John Lennon, 62 England, hotel waiter 
Maude Lennon, 61 KY [wife] 
John Lennon, Jr., 34 OH, married [son] 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 


