
1 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Vale, Asbury Hodgson 
1889 WI – 1961 FL 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 12 May 1919 p 1 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/595587152/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/595587152/
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 3 Nov 1919 p 5 
 
 
- see quotes in "book" & Appendix E 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-K3D6-
F?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQRP-K22M 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421402106_0433-
00757?pId=1314262 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-K3D6-F?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQRP-K22M
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-K3D6-F?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQRP-K22M
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421402106_0433-00757?pId=1314262
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421402106_0433-00757?pId=1314262
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Obituary of Asbury Hodgson Vale - "South Bend (IN) Tribune" Wednesday 15 Feb 1961 p 44 

 
 

 
Obituary of Asbury Hodgson Vale - "Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium" Tuesday 14 Feb 1961 p 8 
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“Hollywood (FL) Sun-Tattler” Tuesday 14 Feb 1961 p 7 

 

 
"Benton Harbor (MI) News-Palladium" Friday 17 Feb 1961 p 12 

 
"Fort Lauderdale (FL) News" Monday 13 Feb 1961 p 2 

 
Life: 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 25 Aug 1904 p 5 
 

 
“Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Friday 12 May 1916 p 3 

 

 
Mary Pilcher Vale is pregnant with son Charles Harrison Vale, who will be born 28 May 1917 - 

“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 8 Dec 1916 p 3  
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Zenas Pilcher is Asbury Vale’s brother-in-law – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 7 Feb 1917 p 3 
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[excerpt:] 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 28 Apr 1917 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 1 May 1917 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 4 May 1917 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 17 May 1917 p 1 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” Monday 16 Jul 1917 p 2 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 28 Jul 1917 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 2 Aug 1917 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 6 Sep 1917 p 3 & p 5 



17 
 

 

 
Excerpt – “Boston (MA) Globe” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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[article continues] 
 

 
Numerous men claimed to be the last off Tuscania but in another letter home (below), Asbury says 

Captain McLean of Tuscania, who was one of the last to leave, came down the rope after him - 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha Evening News" Monday 10 Mar 1919 p 2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/595609481/ 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 21 Mar 1918 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 26 Apr 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 26 Apr 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 11 Jun 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 29 Jun 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 2 Aug 1918 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 7 Aug 1918 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 11 Sep 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 22 Jan 1919 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 22 Jan 1919 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 11 Nov 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 28 Jan 1920 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 29 Jan 1920 p 3 
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“Belvidere (IL) Daily Republican” Thursday 22 Jul 1920 p 2 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 30 Nov 1920 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 1 Feb 1930 p 7 
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The story went national – “Pomona (CA) Progress Bulletin” Monday 10 Jul 1933 p 6 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 28 Dec 1933 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 28 Dec 1933 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 14 Apr 1943 p 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wife Esther Risberg 
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Marriage on 19 Jun 1912 in Forest Park, Cook IL - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/612645:2556 
 

Wife Mary Adelaide Pilcher Vale Schaefer 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/66635127/person/332080450723/media/39b452d8-4c63-4476-82f9-75961fa2c7af 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 14 Jun 1916 p 3 
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Marriage – “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 8 Jul 1916 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” 6 Sep 1917 p 3 
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Note the detail about the condition of the ship’s interior & the removal of Tuscania’s Captain Peter 
McLean’s “life breeches” - “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 4 Jun 1918 p 3 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/595618608/ 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 24 Sep 1918 p 3 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/595618608/
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 15 Nov 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 7 Apr 1919 p 3 

 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 15 Nov 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 16 Apr 1925 p 4 
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The Lake Geneva WI centennial – “Lake Geneva (WI) Regional News” Thursday 2 Jul 1931 p 1 
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“Lake Geneva (WI) Regional News” Thursday 30 Jul 1931 p 1 
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Engagement of Mary Pilcher Vale to Rev. David A. Schaefer – “Lake Geneva (WI) Regional News” 

Thursday 17 May 1934 p 12 
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Obituary of David A. Schaefer – “Stuart (FL) News” Thursday 12 Jul 1945 p 5 
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Obituary of Mary Pilcher Vale Schaefer – “Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” Saturday 29 Apr 1967 p 13 

 
 

Wife E. Lois --- 
 

 

 
1940 census Chicago, Cook IL - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/78612779:2442?tid=&pid=&queryId=4924418fcba685ecaa20322ba550e193&_phsrc
=hFB64269&_phstart=successSource 

 
Wife Helen Vinetta Hastings 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/78612779:2442?tid=&pid=&queryId=4924418fcba685ecaa20322ba550e193&_phsrc=hFB64269&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/78612779:2442?tid=&pid=&queryId=4924418fcba685ecaa20322ba550e193&_phsrc=hFB64269&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/78612779:2442?tid=&pid=&queryId=4924418fcba685ecaa20322ba550e193&_phsrc=hFB64269&_phstart=successSource
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IN death record of Helen Vinetta Hastings Vale -  Find A Grave 207799883 
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Obituary of Helen Ninetta Hastings Vale – “Benton Harbor (MI) Herald-Palladium” Tuesday 16 Mar 
1965 p 14 
 
 
 

Son: 
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Son Charles Harrison Vale (1917-1960) – Find A Grave 49330644 
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Son Charles dies before both of his parents - “Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” Wednesday 6 Jul 1960 p 
10 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI ) News Saturday 30 Jul 1960 p 5 
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Birth of son Charles Harrison Vale on 28 May 1917 – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 29 May 1917 p 3 
 
 

 
Stepfather is David A. Schaefer, not B.A. - “Fort Lauderdale (FL) News” Wednesday 24 Sep 1941 p 6 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 25 Jan 1943 p 1 
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“Portsmouth (VA) Star” Sunday 13 Aug 1944 p 15 
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“Lake Geneva (WI) Regional News” Thursday 10 Aug 1944 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_172028004422_0708-
00349?pId=131549801 

 
 



86 
 

 
“Virginian-Pilot” (Newport News VA) Sunday 13 Aug 1944 p 23 & p 24 

 

 
David A. Schaefer died Jul 1945 – “Stuart (FL) News” Thursday 28 Jun 1945 p 3 
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Obituary of David A. Schaefer – “Lake Geneva (WI) Regional News” Thursday 5 Jul 1945 p 1 
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“Lake Geneva (WI) Regional News” Thursday 4 Jan 1945 p 1 

 
Father: 
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“Racine (WI) Journal” Wednesday 21 Apr 1880 p 3 
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https://patents.google.com/patent/US104083 

 
 
 

 
“Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 13 Jan 1892 p 4 
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“Watertown (WI) News” Wednesday 19 Jun 1895 p 8 

 
 
 

 
“Burlington (WI) Free Press” Wednesday 15 Dec 1897 p 1 

 

 
“Milwaukee (WI) Weekly Wisconsin” Saturday 11 Dec 1897 p 5 
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WI death record of Charles Lefevre Vale - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3060057:61483 
 

Mother:  
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Obituary of Ellen McAlpine Vale – “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 3 Sep 1920 p 8 
 

 
Obituary of mother “Chicago (IL) Tribune” Friday 3 Sep 1920 p 19 

 
 

Sibling: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/842026:1121 

 

 
Mother waits at Kenosha home of brother Harry (who is based in Washington DC) for news of 

Asbury following Tuscania - “Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 3 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/842026:1121
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Obituary of Harry Marshall Vale – “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 17 May 1954 p 8 
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Obituary of Harry Marshall Vale – “Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” Monday 17 May 1954 p 22 
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Obituary of Elizabeth Clarkson Simmons Vale, wife of Harry Marshall Vale – “Kenosha (WI) News” 

Friday 6 Aug 1954 p 7 
 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Thursday 28 Jun 1906 p 13 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Asbury Hodgson Vale 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Asbury Hodgson Vale 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Asbury H. Vale (155 Eagle St., Kenosha WI) & mother Mrs. 
Ellen M. Vale (Beloit WI) 
Returned from war on: "America" Oct 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Asbury Hodgson Vale 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Mary Vale, 155 Eagle St., Kenosha WI (captain QMC, 
AFIG)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Asbury Hodgson Vale - b. 12 Jun 1889 Beloit WI: res: 
155 Eagle, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Married, with dependent wife, mother-in-law & child. Salesman 
for Wisconsin Gas & Electric Co., Kenosha WI. Claimed exemption from draft: “In service at 
present” – Was a 1st lieutenant in the Kenosha Infantry at present, state of WI.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 107 W. Doty St., Madison WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Asbury Hodgson Vale - b. 12 Jun 1889 Beloit WI; res: 
107 Doty St., Madison, Dane WI. NOK Harry M. Vale, Southern Pines NC. Employed by WPA Office, 
Madison, Dane WI. “Two broken hands. One finger on each hand permanently bent in.” Height: 6’1” 
– 195 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  2 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  29 Oct 1919 
Address:  35 N. Dearborn St., Chicago IL  
Rank/unit:  captain NG, USA & Truck Co. B, 107th Supply Train 
  
Birth & death: 
Born:  12 Jun 1889 Beloit, Rock WI  
Died: 12 Feb 1961 Fort Lauderdale, Broward FL (Broward General Hospital, after illness of 3 
months)   
Find A Grave record: 252524556 (created 19 Apr 2023) - cemetery information taken from 
veteran tombstone application & obituaries in "Benton Harbor (MI) News-Bulletin" 17 Feb 1961 p 12 
- "South Bend (IN) Tribune" 15 Feb 1961 p 44 -  "Fort Lauderdale FL) News" 14 Feb 1961 p 10   
Burial location:  Hartford, Van Buren MI 
Cemetery:  Maple Hill 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone application: veteran flat: Captain 32nd Div, 3rd Army  
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Father:  Charles Lefevre/LeFavre Vale, 1849 WI – 6 Dec 1897 Beloit, Rock WI. His father John was 
one of Kenosha WI’s first settlers, according to Charles’s obituary. He held at least two patents. In 
1870, the family lived in Chicago, Cook IL. Occupation: baker. Member of the Prohibition Party in 
WI. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Beloit, Rock WI. 
Find A Grave:  150799140 
 
Mother: Ellen (Nellie) McAlpine [McAlpin] Vale, 1848 NY [Dec 1852 in 1900 census] – 2 Sep 
1920 Oak Park, Cook IL. Daughter of John McAlpin (1807-1890, F: 151621814) & Mary 
(1817-1893, F: 151621174). Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Beloit, Rock WI. 
Find A Grave:  150799209 
Parents’ marriage:  14 Nov 1874 Rock Co. WI 
 
Spouse: Esther Risberg Vale, ca. 1889 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 19 Jun 1912 in Forest Park, Cook IL. Both were age 23. Presumably divorced or 
annulled by Jul 1916 when Asbury remarried. 
 
Spouse: Mary Adelaide Pilcher Vale Schaefer, Jan 1894 IL -  27 Apr 1967 Davenport FL.  
Daughter of William Ezekiel Pilcher (1866 IL – 1927 IL) & Mary C. (Mamie) Going (1869-
1955, F: 53630632).  Sister of Zenas Harmon Pilcher (1895-1971, F: 148116449). 
School teacher.  
Married Rev. David Arnold Schaefer (12 Dec 1872 Massillon, Stark OH – 28 Jun 1945 
Edneyville, Henderson NC), who was the pastor of the Church of the Holy Communion. 
Their engagement was announced in May 1934. He is buried in Calvary Episcopal Church 
Cemetery, Fletcher, Henderson NC, F: 131348683. 
Mary’s body was cremated. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 8 Jul 1916 Kenosha, Kenosha WI in her mother’s home at 155 Eagle St.. 
Presumably divorced by May 1934 when she became engaged to David A. Schaefer. 
 
Spouse: E. Lois --- Vale, ca. 1907 IL. Listed as his wife in the 1940 census, residing in 
Madison, Dane WI. The Madison WI city directory for 1939 has Asbury J. & Lois Vale living at 
447 W. Wilson; he is a clerk. The 1941 Madison WI city directory has Asbury H. & E. Lois 
Vale living at 105 W. Doty, Apt. C; he is a merchandise manager. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Spouse: Helen Ninetta Hastings Vale, 27 Aug 1906 Hartford, Van Buren MI – 15 Mar 1965 
South Bend, St. Joseph IN. Daughter of Edwin W. Hastings & Ella G. Barr. Buried in Maple 
Hill Cemetery, Hartford, Van Buren MI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  207799883 
Marriage: 9 Aug 1948 Chicago, Cook IL 
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Son: by wife Mary Adelaide Pilcher 

• Charles Harrison Vale, 28 May 1917 WI – 10 Jun 1960. Married Shirley Mae Neathery in 
1944, Died before either of his parents did. Buried in Arlington National Cemetery, 
Arlington, Arlington VA. F: 49330644 

 
Siblings:  In the 1900 & 1910 censuses, his mother says she has given birth to 3 children, 3 
of whom are living. Only one sibling has been located. 

• Harry Marshall Vale, 14 Feb 1881 Beloit, Rock WI – 16 May 1954 Moore Co. NC. Married 
Elizabeth Clarkson Simmons (1882-1954, F: 25136384), the daughter of Gilbert Maurice 
Simmons & Juliet Harper Clarkson, on 27 Jun 1906 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Moved to 
Princeton NJ in 1923. Died of prostate cancer. Buried in Green Ridge Cemetery, Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. F: 25136357 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Kenosha Evening News" 10 Mar 1919 p 2 - letter from Capt. Asbury Vale, executive sec'y of Enemy 
War Materials Board with HQ at Coblenz, Germany - sent photo of Co. B, 107th Supply Train, at 
Marienhausen, Germany, this winter - he is pictured  
 
Post-war: 
 
"Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette" 5 Feb 1934 p 2 - resident Vale attending NTSA reunion in Kenosha, 
is purchasing agent for CWA, from Madison WI - tells story of sinking, on destroyer that pulled away 
only a few minutes before ship sank, thought smoke of approaching ship was German, cheered 
when saw British flag 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 319-26-5183 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Beloit, Rock WI – 424 Prospect  
Ellen M. Vale, 47 NY, Dec 1852, father b. Scotland, mother b. England, widow, gave birth to 
3 children, 3 are living 
Harry M., 19 WI, Feb 1881, father b. WI, mother b. NY, single, machinist [son] 
Asbury H., 10 WI, Jun 1889, father b. WI, other b. NY, single, at school [son] 
A female servant & 4 boarders 
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1905 WI state census – Beloit, Rock WI 
Ellen M. Vale, 54 NY, father b. Scotland, mother b. England, landlady, widow 
Harry M., 24 WI, father b. WI, mother b. NY, salesman, single 
Ausbury H., 16 WI, father b. WI, mother b. NY, student, single 
 
1910 Beloit, Rock WI – Prospect St. 
Ellen Vale, 58 NY, father b. Scotland, mother b. England, widow, gave birth to 3 children, 3 
are living, own income 
Asbury, 20 WI, father b. WI, mother b. NY, single, assistant manager, garage [son] 
 
1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – Exchange St. 
Asbury H. Vale, 30 WI, father b. WI, mother b. NY, salesman, contractor 
Mary P., 25 IL, father b. IL, mother b. WI, teacher, school 
Charles H., 2 WI 
& mother-in-law Mary C. Pilcher, 51 WI, father b. VT, mother b. OH, widow 
 
1930 Lyons, Cook IL – 1101 Cossitt Ave. 
Ashbury H. Vale, 40 WI, father b. IL, mother b. WI, age 27 at 1st marriage, assistant 
manager, auto parking, WWI veteran 
Mary A., 36 IL, parents b. IL, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Charles H., 12 WI 
& mother-in-law Mamie C. Pilcher, 61 WI, father b. VT, mother b. OH, widow 
 
1940 Madison, Dane WI – W. Doty – same place in 1935 
Asbury H. Vale, 50 WI, assistant state property custodian, WPA state office 
E. Lois, 33 IL [wife] 
 
1950 Chicago, Cook IL 
Asbury Vale, 61 WI, no occupation listed [lodger] 
Helen Vale, 43 MI, waitress, restaurant [misspelled resturant] [lodger’s wife] 
Living with other lodgers in the household of Ray L. & Grace Townsend 
 
 
 
 


