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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Unger, Fred Mat 

1884 NE – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
            ,

 Photograph does not include Fred – his brothers/half-brothers - Those identified 
with captions are standing left to right: Edward George Unger, (Rev.) Joseph Peter Unger, 

John Andrew Unger, George Joseph Unger – that leaves Louis John Unger & Frank J. Unger. 
Since Frank is the oldest of all of Fredrick Unger’s children, he is likely the seated man at 

left with the moustache & Louis John Unger is the seated man at front right. - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-

210575862/media/98f08840-6fad-43b4-8b74-
d10c80852e0e?_phsrc=hFB63996&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=1&sort=-created 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KSYV-
K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQRG-6XN2 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-210575862/media/98f08840-6fad-43b4-8b74-d10c80852e0e?_phsrc=hFB63996&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=1&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-210575862/media/98f08840-6fad-43b4-8b74-d10c80852e0e?_phsrc=hFB63996&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=1&sort=-created
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-210575862/media/98f08840-6fad-43b4-8b74-d10c80852e0e?_phsrc=hFB63996&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=1&sort=-created
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KSYV-K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQRG-6XN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KSYV-K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQRG-6XN2
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US Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-KSYV-
K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQRG-6XN2 

  
 

Veteran headstone application - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/558342:2375 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/558342:2375
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/558342:2375
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Because Fred enlisted in Portland, Multnomah OR, he is listed among the WWI casualties 

from Oregon - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KN-
P?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-TV8Q 

 

 
1905 SD state census - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-XHK9-

WG7?i=319&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMMH3-3QJ 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KN-P?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-TV8Q
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KN-P?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-TV8Q
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Was this the right Fred Unger, fighting in the Philippines in the Spanish-American War? – 

“Rapid City (SD) Black Hills Weekly Journal” Friday 31 Mar 1899 p 1 
 

 
“Rapid City (SD) Journal” Wednesday 9 Aug 1911 p 6 
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“Lead (SD) Daily Call” Monday 23 Jun 1913 p 5 

 

 
“Lead (SD) Daily Call” Thursday 26 Mar 1914 p 8 
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One dispatch says Fred is alive, one that he is missing - “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” 

Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Daily Deadwood (SD) Pioneer-Times” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 



7 
 

 
“Lead (SD) Daily Call” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Lead (SD) Daily Call” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
Only SD casualty of Tuscania – “Brookings (SD) Register” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Pierre (SD) Weekly Free Press” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
While other newspapers are reporting that Fred Unger is dead & buried in Scotland, this 

paper announces he has survived – “Scotland (SD) Citizen-Republican” Thursday 14 Feb 
1918 p 3 

 



10 
 

 
“Brookings (SD) Register” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Memorial service – Catholic Mass officiated by Fred’s brother, Rev. Joseph Unger - 

“Madison (WI) Daily Leader” Saturday 23 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Tuesday 2 Apr 1918 p 12 

 

 
“Tabor (SD) Independent” Thursday 24 Jan 1920 p 6 
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“Tabor (SD) Independent” Thursday 15 Jul 1920 p 6 

 

 
“Tabor (SD) Independent” Thursday 22 Jul 1920 p 2 
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Fred’s brother, Rev. Joseph Peter Unger, did not officiate at his funeral because Frl Joseph 
had dropped dead 19 Oct 1920 in Aberdeen SD while on a train to the funeral -“Scotland 

(SD) Citizen-Republican” Thursday 28 Oct 1920 p 2 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary of Cunigunda Pape Unger - “Mitchell (SD) Daily Republic" Thursday 26 May 1958 p 

2 - Fred died on “Tuscania” not "Lusitania" – the American Legion Post in Parkston SD is 
named in his honor 
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Obituary of Cunigunda Theresa Pape Unger – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Saturday 24 May 

1958 p 3 
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Marriage on 10 Oct 1909 in Parkston, Hutchinson SD - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822895/facts 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/35832:6996?ssrc=pt&tid=7332252&pid=25123822895 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822895/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822895/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35832:6996?ssrc=pt&tid=7332252&pid=25123822895
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35832:6996?ssrc=pt&tid=7332252&pid=25123822895
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“Mitchell (SD) Daily Republican” Tuesday 24 Jun 1958 p 6 

 
Children: 

 

 
Son Titus J. Unger (1906-1990) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7332252/person/25123822692/media/055a8957-4dab-46ec-80e7-
c1433810caaa 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7332252/person/25123822692/media/055a8957-4dab-46ec-80e7-c1433810caaa
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7332252/person/25123822692/media/055a8957-4dab-46ec-80e7-c1433810caaa
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7332252/person/25123822692/media/055a8957-4dab-46ec-80e7-c1433810caaa
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Obituary of Titus Joseph Unger – “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Monday 19 Nov 1990 p 14 
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From the “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” of 17 Aug 2015 - 

https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/dell-rapids/2015/08/18/world-famous-flow-
troll-titus-unger-story/31631463/ 

 

https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/dell-rapids/2015/08/18/world-famous-flow-troll-titus-unger-story/31631463/
https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/dell-rapids/2015/08/18/world-famous-flow-troll-titus-unger-story/31631463/
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Titus Joseph Unger’s invention the Flow-Troll – the best-selling minnow bucket in the 

United States as of 2023 –  
https://frabill.com/products/flow-trollr-4501?variant=40020419412177 and 

https://www.amazon.com/Frabill-Troll-Container-6-Quart-Yellow/dp/B000EYYPPI 
 
 

https://frabill.com/products/flow-trollr-4501?variant=40020419412177
https://www.amazon.com/Frabill-Troll-Container-6-Quart-Yellow/dp/B000EYYPPI
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WWII draft registration of Titus Joseph Unger - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/197763256:2238 
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Obituary of daughter Marion Anna Unger Phalen (1909 [1908]-1982) – “Kansas City (MO) 

Times” Monday 22 Mar 1982 p 27 
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Birth of Anna [Marion] Unger on 26 Jul 1908 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/184728:6996?tid=7332252&pid=262115514222&queryId=390577cee31ada3

5144cad0aa63516de&_phsrc=hFB64024&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Marriage of “Ann M.” Unger to Leo John Phalen on 27 Jun 1931 in Jackson Co. MO - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/507553404:1171 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/184728:6996?tid=7332252&pid=262115514222&queryId=390577cee31ada35144cad0aa63516de&_phsrc=hFB64024&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/184728:6996?tid=7332252&pid=262115514222&queryId=390577cee31ada35144cad0aa63516de&_phsrc=hFB64024&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/184728:6996?tid=7332252&pid=262115514222&queryId=390577cee31ada35144cad0aa63516de&_phsrc=hFB64024&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of son Florian Joseph Unger (1910-2000) – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) 

Thursday 12 Oct 1900 p 26 
 

 
Marriage of Florian Joseph Unger to Margaret Evelyn Keating on 17 Feb 1936 in Parkston, 

Hutchinson SD – https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/529586:8561?tid=7332252&pid=262169377764&queryId=3c2d69dcb2960cb

99f9e33fbdf2a021a&_phsrc=hFB64035&_phstart=successSource 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Sunday 30 Mar 1941 p 13 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822960/facts 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1677453035:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=74961411&pid=232203651425 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822960/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1677453035:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=74961411&pid=232203651425
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1677453035:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=74961411&pid=232203651425
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“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Saturday 7 Sep 2002 p 36 

 
 
 

 
Birth record of son Wendelin Joseph Unger (1912-1988) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/161672:6996?tid=7332252&pid=262169377766&queryId=3eef9d79ab354af9

215aa4566ba81366&_phsrc=hFB64028&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/161672:6996?tid=7332252&pid=262169377766&queryId=3eef9d79ab354af9215aa4566ba81366&_phsrc=hFB64028&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/161672:6996?tid=7332252&pid=262169377766&queryId=3eef9d79ab354af9215aa4566ba81366&_phsrc=hFB64028&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/161672:6996?tid=7332252&pid=262169377766&queryId=3eef9d79ab354af9215aa4566ba81366&_phsrc=hFB64028&_phstart=successSource
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Birth of Wendelin Joseph Unger – “Lead (SD) Daily Call” Friday 26 Jul 1912 p 1 

 
 
 

 
Obituary of Wendelin Joseph Unger – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Wednesday 6 Jan 

1988 p 17 
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Marriage of Wendelin Joseph Unger to Marie Anna Mechtenberg on 27 Nov 1934 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/199342:8561 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/199342:8561
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 11 Nov 1937 p 2 
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SD birth record of daughter Lucia Marie [here Lucile] Unger - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/105086418/person/102095809945/facts?_phsrc=hFB64030&_phstart=su

ccessSource 
 

 
Birth of Lucia Marie Unger – “Lead (SD) Daily Call” Monday 29 Jun 1914 p 1 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105086418/person/102095809945/facts?_phsrc=hFB64030&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105086418/person/102095809945/facts?_phsrc=hFB64030&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105086418/person/102095809945/facts?_phsrc=hFB64030&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Magdalena Fischer Unger – “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Tuesday 16 Apr 1946 

p 11 
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Obituary of mother – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Saturday 20 Apr 1946 p 3 

 
Siblings: 
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OR death record of sister Anna Unger Grenbemer (1877-1930) – died when struck in the 

abdomen by a stove which exploded - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/426511:61675?tid=7332252&pid=25123822426&queryId=035a09407388559

fcec25455f5890b94&_phsrc=hFB64007&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of Ferdinand David Grenbemer – “Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Thursday 5 Nov 

1942 p 8 
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Death of brother Henry Unger (1878-1902) – “Humphrey (NE)Democrat” Friday 16 May 

1902 p 4 
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“Humphrey (NE) Democrat” Friday 23 May 1902 p 1 

 

   
Find A Grave 39204903 
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SD death record of brother Rev. Joseph Peter Unger (1880-1920) 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/95635:8659?tid=7332252&pid=260150212211&queryId=412d46bb2ea3a361

bc26da9355c9e456&_phsrc=hFB64011&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/95635:8659?tid=7332252&pid=260150212211&queryId=412d46bb2ea3a361bc26da9355c9e456&_phsrc=hFB64011&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/95635:8659?tid=7332252&pid=260150212211&queryId=412d46bb2ea3a361bc26da9355c9e456&_phsrc=hFB64011&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/95635:8659?tid=7332252&pid=260150212211&queryId=412d46bb2ea3a361bc26da9355c9e456&_phsrc=hFB64011&_phstart=successSource
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There are several errors in this article, but Fred’s brother Rev. Joseph Peter Unger died in 
Aberdeen SD on 19 Oct 1920 while on a train to officiate at his brother’s funeral, Fred’s 

body now having been exhumed from Scotland – Fred Unger enlisted in the Army, not the 
Navy – he died 5 Feb 1918 not in May 1918 -  
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Obituary of brother John Andrew Unger (1882-1952) – “Roseburg (OR) News-Review” 

Wednesday 18 Jun 1952 p 1  
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OR death record of John Andrew Unger - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/7332252/person/260150204839/facts 
 

 

 
Social Security record of brother Louis John Unger (1887-1972) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/63789504:3693?tid=7332252&pid=262184185990&queryId=250cb882c5626

2d40f98f40345f881c2&_phsrc=hFB64017&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7332252/person/260150204839/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7332252/person/260150204839/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63789504:3693?tid=7332252&pid=262184185990&queryId=250cb882c56262d40f98f40345f881c2&_phsrc=hFB64017&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63789504:3693?tid=7332252&pid=262184185990&queryId=250cb882c56262d40f98f40345f881c2&_phsrc=hFB64017&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63789504:3693?tid=7332252&pid=262184185990&queryId=250cb882c56262d40f98f40345f881c2&_phsrc=hFB64017&_phstart=successSource
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WWII draft registration of brother George Joseph Unger (1890-1959) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/44536_13_00007-

01188?pId=16448085 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/44536_13_00007-01188?pId=16448085
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/44536_13_00007-01188?pId=16448085
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Obituary of brother Edward George Unger (1892-1964) – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Friday 8 May 1964 p 6 
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OR death record of sister Elizabeth Theresa Unger (1895-1985) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/829454:5254?tid=156359247&pid=232060028679&queryId=cdcef74f14cc6a

c742083e5259590d1d&_phsrc=hFB64022&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Half-siblings: 
 

 
Marriage of half-brother Frank Unger (1869-1934) to Hermina Josephine Vogl - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/120430997:61677?tid=7332252&pid=260150173169&queryId=f601afac04cd

bda35449cf68d6622622&_phsrc=hFB63991&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/829454:5254?tid=156359247&pid=232060028679&queryId=cdcef74f14cc6ac742083e5259590d1d&_phsrc=hFB64022&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/829454:5254?tid=156359247&pid=232060028679&queryId=cdcef74f14cc6ac742083e5259590d1d&_phsrc=hFB64022&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/829454:5254?tid=156359247&pid=232060028679&queryId=cdcef74f14cc6ac742083e5259590d1d&_phsrc=hFB64022&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120430997:61677?tid=7332252&pid=260150173169&queryId=f601afac04cdbda35449cf68d6622622&_phsrc=hFB63991&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120430997:61677?tid=7332252&pid=260150173169&queryId=f601afac04cdbda35449cf68d6622622&_phsrc=hFB63991&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120430997:61677?tid=7332252&pid=260150173169&queryId=f601afac04cdbda35449cf68d6622622&_phsrc=hFB63991&_phstart=successSource
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Frank Unger - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/156359247/person/232060029032/media/c2afdf8a-f7cd-
4d79-aa0d-5acfe6f4ce22?_phsrc=hFB63993&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/156359247/person/232060029032/media/c2afdf8a-f7cd-4d79-aa0d-5acfe6f4ce22?_phsrc=hFB63993&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/156359247/person/232060029032/media/c2afdf8a-f7cd-4d79-aa0d-5acfe6f4ce22?_phsrc=hFB63993&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/156359247/person/232060029032/media/c2afdf8a-f7cd-4d79-aa0d-5acfe6f4ce22?_phsrc=hFB63993&_phstart=successSource
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Frank Unger & Hermina Vogl on their wedding day, 23 Jan 1912 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-
210575862/media/772e634d-21b6-4004-80fa-

fffffc41069f?_phsrc=hFB63997&usePUBJs=true&galleryindex=4&sort=-created 
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OR death record of half-brother Frank Unger - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/467874:61675?tid=7332252&pid=260150173169&queryId=f601afac04cdbd
a35449cf68d6622622&_phsrc=hFB63992&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/467874:61675?tid=7332252&pid=260150173169&queryId=f601afac04cdbda35449cf68d6622622&_phsrc=hFB63992&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/467874:61675?tid=7332252&pid=260150173169&queryId=f601afac04cdbda35449cf68d6622622&_phsrc=hFB63992&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/467874:61675?tid=7332252&pid=260150173169&queryId=f601afac04cdbda35449cf68d6622622&_phsrc=hFB63992&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/817712/person/-

106957284/media/8f11ad0b-59e7-4e23-937b-
aca7b2752095?_phsrc=hFB63998&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/817712/person/-106957284/media/8f11ad0b-59e7-4e23-937b-aca7b2752095?_phsrc=hFB63998&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/817712/person/-106957284/media/8f11ad0b-59e7-4e23-937b-aca7b2752095?_phsrc=hFB63998&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/817712/person/-106957284/media/8f11ad0b-59e7-4e23-937b-aca7b2752095?_phsrc=hFB63998&_phstart=successSource
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Wedding day of half-sister Clara Unger (1871-1920) & Franz Lachnit, on 14 May 1889 at St. 

Mary of the Angels Catholic Church, near Humphrey, Platte NE - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-

237335341/media/0fc8c89c-04cf-43c7-820c-
3347aae5f05d?_phsrc=hFB64000&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-237335341/media/0fc8c89c-04cf-43c7-820c-3347aae5f05d?_phsrc=hFB64000&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-237335341/media/0fc8c89c-04cf-43c7-820c-3347aae5f05d?_phsrc=hFB64000&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-237335341/media/0fc8c89c-04cf-43c7-820c-3347aae5f05d?_phsrc=hFB64000&_phstart=successSource
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Left to right: half-sister Mary Elizabeth Unger Weber (1874-1939), husband John G. Weber, 
Mary’s sister/Fred’s half-sister Clara Unger Lachnit - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-237335341/media/bf11c8a7-dcdd-4189-

8d9b-ddc4e1944608?_phsrc=hFB64002&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Half-sister Mary Elizabeth Unger (1874-1939) with husband John G. Weber – Find A Grave 

73911389 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-237335341/media/bf11c8a7-dcdd-4189-8d9b-ddc4e1944608?_phsrc=hFB64002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-237335341/media/bf11c8a7-dcdd-4189-8d9b-ddc4e1944608?_phsrc=hFB64002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/2297605/person/-237335341/media/bf11c8a7-dcdd-4189-8d9b-ddc4e1944608?_phsrc=hFB64002&_phstart=successSource
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Unger-Fergen American Legion Post No. 194, Parkston, Hutchinson SD – 221 W. Main St., 

Parkston SD 57366, phone 605-770-8796 
 

https://www.facebook.com/legionpost194/ 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Fred Mat Unger 
Name variations:  Vager – alternative surname listed on Veterans Administration Master 
Index. Middle name also found as Mathew.  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Fred died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Parkston, Hutchinson SD 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Fred M. Unger 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Cunigunda Unger, Parkston SD 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kinnabus, Islay, Scotland, grave 24, as Fred M. 
Unger 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920  
Body listed on return ship as: Fred M. Unger 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs 
 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  name variation: Vager 
Enlisted:  date not given 
Discharged:  date not given 
Born: 25 Mar 1884 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Parkston SD 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. D, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 May 1884 NE (likely in Platte Co. NE - family resided in Stearns, Platte NE in 1880 
& in Grand Prairie Township, Platte NE in 1890)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania    
Find A Grave record: 15546053 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Parkston, Hutchinson SD 
Cemetery:  Sacred Heart 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone application: Pvt Co D 20 Engineers  
 
Father:  Fredrick Unger, 18 Sep 1844 Hannover, Stadt Hannover, Niedersachsen, Germany 
– 17 Dec 1918 Mount Angel, Marion OR. Son of Francois Unger & Anna Maiea Vand. Civil 
War veteran for the Union, serving in the IA Cavalry. 
Fredrick was 1st married to Mary [Anna Marie] Meyer (1845-17 Nov 1875, buried in Saint 
Mary’s Cemetery, Festina, Winneshiek IA, F: 84905747). They married in 1868. 
Married in 1876 to Magdalena Fisher, who was Fred’s mother, 
Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Mount Angel, Marion OR. 
Find A Grave:  67867357 
 
Mother: Magdalena (“Lena”) Fischer [Fisher] Unger, 19 Feb 1856 Moutfort, Canton de 
Luxenbourg, Luxembourg, Luxembourg – 15 Mar 1946 Mount Angel, Marion OR. Daughter 
of Casper Fisher & Angela Ettinger. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Mount Angel, Marion OR. 
Find A Grave:  67867379 
Parents’ marriage:  29 Feb 1876 Festina, Winneshiek IA, at the Church of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary of the Seven Dolors 
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Spouse: Cunigunda Pape Unger, 31 May 1886 Hutchinson Co. SD – 23 May 1985 Kansas 
City, Wyandotte KS. Daughter of Peter Pape & Elizabeth Heisinger. Buried in Sacred Heart 
Cemetery, Parkston, Hutchinson SD.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  88559281 
Marriage: 10 Oct 1909 Parkston, Hutchinson SD 
 
Children: 

• Titus Joseph Unger, 17 Oct 1906 Parkston, Hutchinson SD – 17 Nov 1990 Dell Rapids, 
Minnehaha SD. Husband of Louise M. Isaak (1906-1998, F: 27821142O. Buried in Saint 
Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, Dell Rapids, Minnehaha SD. F: 27821104 

• Marion Anna (“Mamie”) Unger Phalen, 26 Jul 1908 Parkston, Hutchinson SD – 21 Mar 1982 
Kansas City, Wyandotte KS. Also listed as Anna Marion. Married in Jackson Co. MO on 27 
Jun 1931 to Leo John Phalen (1909-1978, F: 25718102). Buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, 
Kansas City, Wyandotte KS. F: 198444153 

• Florian Joseph Unger, 9 Jul 1910 Parkston, Hutchinson SD - 7 Oct 2000 Coolidge, Pinal AZ 
(at his residence, at age 90). Married 17 Feb 1936 in Parkston, Hutchinson SD to Margaret 
Evelyn Keating (7 Nov 1913 SD – 4 Sep 2002 AZ). Margaret was the daughter of Floyd Earl 
Keating & Anna Evelyn Rea. Not on Find A Grave as of 16 Apr 2023. 

• Wendelin Joseph Unger, 26 Jul 1912 Lead, Lawrence SD – 4 Jan 1988 Coolidge, Pinal AZ. 
Married Marie Anna Mechtenberg on 27 Nov 1934 in Dimock, Hutchinson SD. Not on Find A 
Grave as of 16 Apr 2023. 

• Lucia Marie Unger, 29 Jun 1914 Lead, Lawrence SD – 10 Dec 1933 SD. Buried in Sacred 
Heart Cemetery, Parkston, Hutchinson SD F: 15546060 

 
Siblings:  

• Anna Unger Grenbemer, 6 Jan 1877 Lucas, Lucas IA – 22 Jan 1930 Washington Co. OR. Wife 
of Ferdinand David (“Fred”) Grenbemer (1874-1942, F: 25982107). Her husband was in 
partnership with her brother Henry in Humphrey NE, doing business as Unger & Grenbemer, 
when Henry died from an accident at their blacksmith shop. Anna died when she was hit in 
the abdomen by a piece from an exploding stove. Buried in St. Matthew Catholic Cemetery, 
Hillsboro, Washington Co. OR. F; 25977368 

• Henry [Heinrich] Unger, 13 Oct 1878 St. Mary, Johnson NE – 16 May 1899 Humphrey, Platte 
NE. In the 1900 census, Henry Unger, 21 NE, b. Oct 1878, single, parents b. Germany, lived 
in Canistota, McCook SD; his occupation is indicepherable. Was in partnership with his 
brother-in-law Ferdinand Grenbemer in a blacksmith shop in Humphrey NE when a 
grindstone exploded & caused a fatal head concussion. He died 3 hours after the accident 
at their shop. Buried as Heinrich Unger in Saint Mary of the Angels Cemetery, Humphrey, 
Platte NE. F: 39204903 

• Joseph Peter Unger, 26 Aug 1880 Parkston, Hutchinson SD – 19 Oct 1920 Aberdeen, Brown 
SD. Roman Catholic priest who officiated at his brother Fred’s postwar funeral. Fr. Unger 
died at the Aberdeen SD train station as he was traveling to Parkston SD to officiate at the 
funeral of his brother Fred, whose body had been returned from Scotland. He is buried in 
Calvary Cemetery, Mount Angel, Marion OR. F: 67867667 

• John Andrew (“Jack”) Unger, 8 Feb 1882 Lincoln, Lancaster NE [or Humphrey NE] – 17 Jun 
1952 North Bend, Coos OR. Husband of Margaret M. Moackler (1882-1971, F: 95682553) 
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whom he married 29 May 1906 Hutchinson Co. SD. Buried in Reedsport Masonic Cemetery, 
Reedsport, Douglas OR. F: 25497721 

• Willie Unger, 25 May 1884 St. Mary’s NE – 26 May 1884 St. Mary’s NE 
• Magdalena Unger, b. & d. 29 Jul 1886 NE. One Ancestry.com family tree claims she was 

born in OR & died in NE – on the same day. The family was living in Nebraska. 
• Louis John Unger, 5 Aug 1887 Humphrey, Platte NE – 31 Jan 1972 Norfolk, Madison NE.  

Tombstone inscribed with birth year of 1887, but listed as 1888. Married in 1910 to Eva K. 
Dreifurst (1889-1964, F: 217647930). Buried in Prospect Hill Cemetery, Norfolk, Madison 
NE. F: 217647856 

• George Joseph Unger, 18 Mar 1890 Humphrey, Platte NE – 31 Jul 1959 Redmond, 
Deschutes OR. Married in Day Co. SD on 19 Jun 1913 to Katherine Agnes Chyma (1889-
1961, F: 74883003). Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Mount Angel, Marion OR. F: 75057914 

• Edward George Unger, 14 May 1892 Saint Mary, Johnson NE 1964 Portland, Multnomah OR. 
Married in 1923 to Gertrude Hedwig Hillesheim (1898-1983, F: 67343014). Operator of 
Unger Funeral Home in Mount Angel, Marion OR. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Mount Angel, 
Marion OR. F: 67342966 

• Elizabeth Theresa Unger, 31 Mar 1895 Parkston, Hutchinson SD – 18 Nov 1985 Marion Co. 
OR. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Mount Angel, Marion OR. F: 67867657 

 
Half-siblings: by his father Fredrick Unger’s 1st marriage, to Mary Meyer 

• Frank J. Unger, 6 Sep 1869 Iowa City, Wright IA – 2 Aug 1934 Portland, Multnomah OR. 
Married on 23 Jan 1912 to Hermina Josephine Vogl (1888-1983, F: 26167111). Buried in St. 
Matthew Catholic Cemetery, Hillsboro, Washington Co. OR. F: 26167140 

• Clara Unger Lachnit, 16 Dec 1871 Des Moines, Polk IA – 3 Jul 1920 Eden, Marshall SD. 
Married in St. Mary of the Angels Catholic Church in Humphrey, Platte NE on14 May 1889 to 
Franz (“Frank”) Lachnit (1865-1957, F:  139786419). Buried in Saint Michael’s Catholic 
Cemetery, Day Co. SD. F: 139786674 

• Elizabeth Unger, 1 Mar 1872 Iowa City, Wright IA - 20 Aug 1872. 
• Mary Ellizabeth Unger Weber, 9 Dec 1874 Bellvue, Jackson IA – 26 Apr 1939 Dimock, 

Hutchinson SD. Married in 1894 to John G. Weber (1871-1940, F: 73911389). Buried in 
Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Cemetery, Dimock, Hutchinson SD. F: 73911393 

 
Notes:  
Father’s family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822421/facts 
 
Fred’s family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822548/facts?_phsrc=hFB64023&_phstart=succe
ssSource 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Daily Deadwood Pioneer-Times" (Deadwood SD) 16 Feb 1918 p 1 & 22 Feb 1918 p 1 - age 
33, with widow & 5 small children at Parkston SD. Enlisted Vancouver WA in Co. D, 20th 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822421/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/7332252/person/25123822421/facts
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Engineers, on 15 Dec 1917. Fred’s funeral was held in Parkston SD on 21 Feb 1918 at the 
Catholic church, with his brother Rev. Joseph Unger of Claire City SD one of the three 
priests. The large church was crowded. Almost all Parkston businesses closed. 
 
"Lead [SD] Daily Call" 12 Feb 1918 p 4 - resident of Lead SD until 2 years ago. Employee of 
Homestake Mining Co. & active member of Hose Co. No. 1 
 
Post-war: 
 
Namesake of the Unger-Fergen American Legion Post No. 194 in Parkston, Hutchinson SD.  
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Stearns, Platte NE 
Frederick Unger, 34 Germany, parents b. Germany, farmer 
Mrs. Lena, 24 Germany, parents b. Germany, keeping house 
Frank, 10 IA, at home 
Clara, 9 IA 
Lize, 8 IA 
Mary, 7 IA 
Anna, 3 IA 
Henry, 1 NE 
 
1900 Liberty, Hutchinson SD 
Fred Unger, 55 Germany, Sep 1844, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1849, in US for 53 
years, naturalized, married 24 years, farmer 
Magdalin, 45 Germany, Feb 1856, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1871, in US for 29 years, 
gave birth to 11 children, 9 are living 
John, 17 NE, Jun 1882, farm laborer 
Fred, 16 NE, May 1884, farm laborer 
Alouis, 12 NE, Aug 1887, in school [Louis] 
George, 10 NE, Mar 1890, in school 
Edward, 8 NE, May 1892, in school 
Lizzie, 5 SD, Mar 1895 
 
1910 Township 5, Meade Co. SD – SD marriage record indicates marriage in 1909 
Fred M. Unger, 25 NE, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 5 years, farmer, 
homestead 
Cumgunda [Cunigunda], 22 SD, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 
children, 2 are living 
Titus J., 4 SD 
Mamie, 1 SD 
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1920 Liberty, Hutchinson SD – widow & 5 children living with her mother 
Lizzie Pape, 58 MD, parents b. Germany, widow 
Cunigunda Unger, 33 SD, father b. Germany, mother b. MD, widow [daughter] 
Titus Unger, 13 SD [grandson] 
Marian Unger, 11 SD [granddaughter] 
Florian Unger, 7 SD [grandson] 
Wendelin Unger, 7 SD [grandson] 
Lucia Unger, 5 SD [granddaughter] 
Theresa Pape, 31 SD, single, father b. Germany, mother b. MD, nurse, hospital [daughter] 
[Note: census taker spelled Maryland as Marland  - Theresa Pape the only one listed with 
an occupation] 
 
 


