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TUSCANIA 
   
 

Truman, Harry Randall 
1896 WV – 1980 WA 

      , 
 

  

  
Three photos – Harry Randall Truman – Find A Grave 2863 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/4641007/person/170201429948/media/bc17345c-9ff2-4c41-9cb9-0b8e587e4249 
 

 
Left: Geraldine Truman & right, her brother Harry Randall Truman, on a bearskin – Find A Grave  

53484993 
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Harry at left, US Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas at right - MtStHelens.pdf 

 

file:///D:/US%20Army/G_thru_H/Harry%20Truman/MtStHelens.pdf
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MtStHelens.pdf 

 

file:///D:/US%20Army/G_thru_H/Harry%20Truman/MtStHelens.pdf
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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WA military record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/278748:62272 

 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – image unavailable - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WWKF-V63Z 

 
Excerpt below from Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” p 363-364 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/278748:62272
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Among those aboard who can be counted as famous is the most mentioned: Harry Randall Truman 
(1896-1980). In 1980, as the owner and caretaker of Mount St. Helens Lodge at Spirit Lake in 
Washington state, Truman drew media attention for his refusal to evacuate as the Mount St. Helens 
volcano threatened to erupt.  He is presumed to have died in its May 18, 1980, eruption. No trace of 
him or his lodge was found. Harry, his lodge (and presumably his 16 cats) were buried under 150 
feet of volcanic debris and ash. During the war, Harry became an early airplane mechanic and 
formulated his own blend of gasoline, alcohol and liquid ether. Truman was a member of the 
National Tuscania Survivors Association from 1938 until his death. When on board Tuscania, 
Truman was a private in the 100th Aero Squadron. 
 

    
 

Harry Randall Truman (1896-1980) (left: findagrave.com) - 
Harry has been commemorated in books and songs, was portrayed in the 1981 made-for-cable 

HBO movie “St. Helens” (also known as “Mount St Helens”) by actor Art Carney, and is the 
namesake of Truman Trail and Harry’s Ridge near Mount St. Helens 
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Life: 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

  
“Seattle (WA) Star” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 

 
“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 25 Aug 1922 p 27 

 
 

 
Harry with sister Geraldine, remarried mother Rosa Brautigam, daughter Betty Jean & wife Helen 

Hughes - “Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 16 Nov 1928 p 2 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Saturday 17 Nov 1928 p 3 

 

 
“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 21 Dec 1928 p 7 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 

 
Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Death: 
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“Lafayette (LA) Daily Advertiser” 23 May 1980 p 2 
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Escaped death on Tuscania - “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Saturday 24 May 1980 p 4 
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“Kitsap Sun” (Bremerton WA) Saturday 24 May 1980 p 13 
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“Montreal (Quebec) Gazette” 26 May 1980 p 10 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 2 Jun 1980 p 43 
 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 2 Jun 1980 p 7 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Wednesday 4 Jun 1980 p 7 

 
 

Wife Helen Irene Hughes:Bielman Randall Lathan 
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Marriage of Helen Irene Hughes to Cue John Bielman on 29 Dec 1916 in Chehalis, Lewis WA – she 

age 16, he age 24 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004135507_00917?pId=11705
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Marriage of Helen Bielman & Harry Truman – 9 Jun 1921 Snohomish Co. WA - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9CZ-
JGYC?i=572&cc=1534448&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP99-Q52Z 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9CZ-JGYC?i=572&cc=1534448&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP99-Q52Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9CZ-JGYC?i=572&cc=1534448&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP99-Q52Z
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-LBCC-

WKK?i=655&cc=1534448&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP99-8H29 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-LBCC-WKK?i=655&cc=1534448&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP99-8H29
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-LBCC-WKK?i=655&cc=1534448&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP99-8H29
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Marriage of Helen Truman to Jack Marvin Lathan on 17 Feb 1933 in Centralia, Lewis WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004136865_00095?pId=75120 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004136865_00095?pId=75120
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/65880900/person/30142451756/facts 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/65880900/person/30142451756/facts
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Friday 25 Mar 1983 p 11 

 
 
 

Wife Marjorie Bennett:Brown Randall 
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Harry Randall Truman with 2nd wife, Marjorie Bennett – Find A Grave 75472696 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA  
 
 

 
Marriage of Marjorie Bennett to William Gordon Morrison Brown is originally scheduled for 17 Jun 

1924 – “Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Sunday 8 Jun 1924 p 12 
 

 
Marriage to Gordon Brown postponed as he goes to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester MN due to illness 

– “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Tuesday 17 Jun 1924 p 3 
 

 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Tuesday 17 Jun 1924 p 12 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Sunday 9 Feb 1936 p 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Marriage of Marjorie Bennett to (William) Gordon Morrison Brown on 1 Nov 1924 in Pierce Co. WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/768086:60226 
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Marriage of H.R. Truman & Marjorie Brown on 4 Sep 1935 in Seattle, King WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83966667_e6830507-54f1-
450d-9072-40831904ce3c?pId=2701236 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83966667_e6830507-54f1-450d-9072-40831904ce3c?pId=2701236
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83966667_e6830507-54f1-450d-9072-40831904ce3c?pId=2701236
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Obituary of Marjorie’s mother – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 13 Sep 1951 p 29 

 

 
Obituary of Marjorie – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 6 May 1954 p 10 
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Obituary of Marjorie – “Bellingham (WA) Herald” Thursday 6 May 1954 p 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife Edna Othelia Lund Hendrickson Randall 
 

 
Harry Randall Truman with Edna Othelia Henrikson – Find A Grave 81115682 
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Naturalization application of Edna Othelia Lund Henrikson – 19 Jun 1945 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/211157:2531 
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H.R. Truman married Edna Othelia Lund Henrickson on 11 Sep 1947 to Skamania Co. WA – 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1874518:2378 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1874518:2378
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Obituary of Edna – “Longview (WA) Daily News” Wednesday 10 Sep 1975 p 27 

 
 

 

   
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/897928:6716?ssrc=pt&tid=81075600&pid=30438291388 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/897928:6716?ssrc=pt&tid=81075600&pid=30438291388
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/897928:6716?ssrc=pt&tid=81075600&pid=30438291388
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2336562:2378 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2336562:2378
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U of WA senior 1931 George Henrikson, pharmacy student - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/234843250:1265 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2994166:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=f0606e8324b4cc87ff3863cc82e4ff8f&_phsrc=hF
B63187&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/234843250:1265
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/19134234:1075 

 
 
 

Child: 
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Betty Jean Truman – Auburn (WA) High School 1940 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1497034843:1265?tid=65880900&pid=30142451656&queryId=b4c39e013b5448c0d

d59bf1fd424d797&_phsrc=hFB63190&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Betty Jean Truman – Auburn (WA) High School 1939 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1485004264:1265?tid=65880900&pid=30142451656&queryId=b4c39e013b5448c0d

d59bf1fd424d797&_phsrc=hFB63191&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1497034843:1265?tid=65880900&pid=30142451656&queryId=b4c39e013b5448c0dd59bf1fd424d797&_phsrc=hFB63190&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1497034843:1265?tid=65880900&pid=30142451656&queryId=b4c39e013b5448c0dd59bf1fd424d797&_phsrc=hFB63190&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1497034843:1265?tid=65880900&pid=30142451656&queryId=b4c39e013b5448c0dd59bf1fd424d797&_phsrc=hFB63190&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage license of Betty Jean Truman to 2nd husband Vernon Bradford – 21 Dec 1945 Clark Co. WA 

- https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C91J-1QFY-H?cc=1534448 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C91J-1QFY-H?cc=1534448
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marriage of Betty Jean Truman to Ross Manson Burnett on 12 Sep 1946 in Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai 

ID - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61480/images/48574_b415174-
00508?pId=90152951 
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Obituary of daughter Betty Jean Truman Burnett -  
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Father: 

 

 

 
“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 3 Nov 1922 p 10 
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“Seattle (WA) Star” Wednesday 9 May 1923 p 20 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Wednesday 9 May 1923 p 1 

 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Thursday 10 May 1923 p 12 
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“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 11 May 1923 p 5 

 

 
“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 25 May 1923 p 3 

 
 

Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/84564:4484?ssrc=pt&tid=4641007&pid=170201442159 
 

 
Remarriage of mother Rosa Belle Hardman Truman to Brautigam on 3 Aug 1928 – “Tacoma (WA) 

Daily Ledger” Wednesday 8 Aug 1928 p 10 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/73556774_4bd7e524-d009-

4eb0-a62c-676c38093469?pId=2651695 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/73556774_4bd7e524-d009-4eb0-a62c-676c38093469?pId=2651695
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/73556774_4bd7e524-d009-4eb0-a62c-676c38093469?pId=2651695
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281817-

00205?pId=905216346 
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“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 10 Aug 1928 p 3 

 

 
“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 16 Jun 1922 p 4 

 
 
 



66 
 

 
“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 21 Jan 1927 p 4 

 

 
“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 10 Aug 1928 p 3 

 

 
“Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 22 Mar 1929 p 10 

 
 

 
Card of thanks following funeral of Ferdinand Brautigam – “Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” 

Saturday 16 Jun 1951 p 7 
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Card of thanks for Rosa Belle Hardman Truman Brautigam - “Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” 

Tuesday 19 Mar 1957 p 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sibling: 
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Sister Geraldine (“Geri”) Truman Whiting & husband Duane Ordie (“Buck”) Whiting – Find A Grave 

53484993 
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“The Olympian” (Olympia WA) Tuesday 20 May 1980 p 6 
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“Pasco (WA) Tri-City Herald” Monday 16 Jun 1980 p 19 
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“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Tuesday 20 May 1980 p 4 
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Marriage of Geraldine Truman to Glen George Thompson on 6 Dec 1929 in Seattle, King WA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/906195395:2378?tid=4641007&pid=170201442161&queryId=8fb0273cb79212898a4
a1d4c82ff158b&_phsrc=hFB63168&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004136865_01265?pId=78764 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004136865_01265?pId=78764
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Thursday 27 Jun 1935 p 9 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune”Sunday 1 Nov 1987 p 32 
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Friday 30 Oct 1987 p 4 
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Thursday 21 May 1981 p 19 (C1) - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/576052964/ 
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Thursday 21 May 1981 p 22 (C4) - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/576052975/ 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/576052975/
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 https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:80444/xv14373#:~:text=1950s%20at%20Mt.-
,St.,was%20a%20bootlegger%20during%20Prohibition. 
 

https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/collection/wastate/id/1423/rec/1 
 

https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:80444/xv14373#:~:text=1950s%20at%20Mt.-,St.,was%20a%20bootlegger%20during%20Prohibition
https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:80444/xv14373#:~:text=1950s%20at%20Mt.-,St.,was%20a%20bootlegger%20during%20Prohibition
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https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/collection/wastate/id/1404/rec/1 
 

 
Mount St. Helens & Spirit Lake from Harry’s lodge - 
https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/collection/wastate/id/1434/rec/1 
 
 

https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/collection/wastate/id/1434/rec/1
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https://pauldorpat.com/archivepage/mount-st-helens/the-cover-story/ 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1980_eruption_of_Mount_St._Helens 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_R._Truman 
 
    

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Harry Randall Truman 
Name variations:  Veterans Administration Master Index & WWII draft registration lists 
middle name as Rainel  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 7th Squad (airplane mechanic) - private 
Serial number:  249,922 
Entered service from:  Riffe, Lewis WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Harry R. Truman 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Newberry Truman, Riffe WA 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Harry R. Truman 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Rose Truman, 1491 Market St., Chehalis WA 
(PFC, 100th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Riffe WA 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Harry Rainel Truman - b. 30 Oct 1896 Ivy Dale WV; 
res: Spirit Lake, Skamania WA. NOK Mrs. Harry Truman, same address. Self-employed at 
Spirit Lake WA. Card signed H.R. Truman. “mole on back of neck” – Height: 5’9” – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: middle name of Rainel – image no longer available 
on FamilySearch.org as of 5 Apr 2023 
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Enlisted: 4 Aug 1917   
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  1189 Market St., Chehalis WA 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Demob Group 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   30 Oct 1896 Ivydale, Clay WV  
Died: 18 May 1980 Mt. St. Helens WA (in volcanic eruption)  
Has 2 Find A Grave records  
Find A Grave record: 2863 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Skamania Co. WA 
Cemetery:  Mount St. Helens Memorial Grove 
Tombstone: name on memorial plaque along with other victims  
 
Father: Newberry Truman, 14 Nov 1874 [also found as 1870] Roane Co. WV – 8 May 1923 
Lacamas, Lewis WA. Son of Elijah Truman. Killed in a logging camp accident near 
Lacamas, southeast of Chehalis WA. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Centralia, Lewis 
WA.  
Find A Grave:  75278067 
 
Mother: Rosa Belle Hardman [McGraw?] Truman Brautigam, 1873 – 1957.  
Daughter of Orlando Marcela Maurice (Ora) Hardman & Fiona.  
Remarried after Newberry Truman’s death to Ferdinand Brautigam, on 3 Aug 1928 in 
Vancouver, Clark WA. He had been previously married. His tombstone is, in error, 
inscribed BRAUTIGAN. Ferdinand was born 18 Sep 1863 in Germany & died 8 Jun 1951 in 
Centralia, Lewis WA. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Centralia, Lewis WA. 
Rosa is buried with the surname Brautigam in Mountain View Cemetery, Centralia, Lewis 
WA. 
Find A Grave:  52293362 
Parents’ marriage: 8 Sep 1894 Jackson Co. WV. All marriage records (summaries only, not 
original) list her as Rosa McGraw at the time of her marriage.   
 
Spouse: Helen Irene Hughes Bielman Randall Lathan, reverted to Hughes on tombstone, 
12 Jun 1900 Ahtanum, Yakima WA – 1 Mar 1983 Seattle, King WA. Daughter of Asa 
Benjamin Hughes & Clara Jane Siverly.  
Helen Hughes, age 16, married Cue John Bielman on 29 Dec 1916 in Chehalis, Lewis WA. 
Cue was age 24, the son of John Bielman & Ermina Judd. He was born 15 Mar 1892 in 
Bazaar, Chase KS & died 30 Mar 1983 in Albany, Linn OR. On 19 Aug 1922 in Bucoda, 
Thurston WA, Cue married Olga M. Hagoes. He is buried in Forest Grove Cemetery, Tenino, 
Thurston WA, F: 92329722. 
In the 1920 census for Centralia, Lewis WA, Helen Belman [actually Bielman], 19 WA, 
married, lived with her parents Asa B. & Clara Hughes & Edith Belman (17 WA). Helen was a 
lawyer’s stenographer. 
Mother of Harry’s daughter, Betty J. Truman.  
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She was Mrs. Harry Lathan of Seattle WA when daughter Betty died in Aug 1961. Helen 
Truman had married Jack Marvin Lathan on 17 Feb 1933 in Centralia, Lewis WA. He was the 
son of Perry J. Lathan & Pearl Matthew, born 25 Oct 1902 Beaver City, Furnas NE & died 27 
Mar 1956 in Seattle, King WA. He is buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Centralia, Lewis 
WA, F: 102690727. 
Burial details unknown, but may be buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Centralia, Lewis 
WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  240448848 
Marriage:  9 Jun 1921 Snohomish Co. WA – Harry Truman & Helen Bulman. Divorced. 
 
Spouse: Marjorie Bennett Brown Randall, 6 Apr 1901 Little Falls, Lincoln WA – 5 May 1954 
Bellingham, Whatcom WA. Daughter of Robert Emmett Bennett & Tina C. Cantwell.  
Marjorie Bennett married on 1 Nov 1924 in Pierce Co. WA to William Gordon Morrison 
Brown, who usually is found as Gordon Morrison Brown. He was born 17 Aug 1899 in 
Holton, Jackson KS & died 17 Jan 1942 Chehalis, Lewis WA. Buried as Gordon M. Brown in 
Mountain View Cemetery, Centralia, Lewis WA, F: 102687284. Marjorie & Gordon’s 
daughter was Beverly (“Joan”) Brown (23 Nov 1925 Chehalis, Lewis WA – 11 Jan 2002 
Puyallup, Pierce WA); Beverly was married several times.  
According to Harry’s Wikipedia entry, his marriage to Marjorie was short, as Harry tried to 
win arguments by throwing Marjorie into Spirit Lake, although she was unable to swim. 
They had married in 1935 & were listed as married in the 1940 census. - Buried in Mountain 
View Cemetery with surname Truman, Centralia, Lewis WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  75472696 
Marriage: 4 Sep 1935 Seattle, King WA – H.R. Truman & Marjorie Brown. Divorced. 
 
Spouse: Edna (“Eddie”/”Edie”) Othelia Henrikson Truman, 30 Mar 1909 Vancouver, 
Greater Vancouver Regional District, British Columbia, Canada – 7 Sep 1975 Skamania Co. 
WA. SSN 532-26-8806. 
According to Wikipedia, Harry had first dated Edna’s sister.  
In the 1930 census for Seattle, King WA, Edna O. Lund (21 Canada, parents b. Sweden, a 
bookkeeper for a barber) lived at 2614 E. Union with her divorced mother Tekla N. Lund (41 
Sweden, parents b. Sweden, a dressmaker in her own shop) & sisters Esther T. Lund (18 
Canada, bookkeeper in a wholesale bakery) & Ruth F. Lund (10 Canada). 
Edna O. Lund married George Henrikson on 22 Aug 1931 in Seattle, King WA. George was 
born 24 Jun 1908 in Ferndale, Whatcom WA & died 26 Nov 1998 in King Co. WA, SSN 534-
07-6684. He was a pharmacist, a graduate of the U of WA, Seattle.  
In the 1940 census for Arbor Heights, King WA, Edna Henrikson, 31 Canada (English), lived 
with her husband Geo. Henrikson, 31 WA, a pharmacist with his own store. They had lived 
in the same house in 1935. 
When George Henrikson registered for the 1942 draft on 16 Oct 1940, he lived at 3942 SW 
97th, Seattle, King WA. His next-of-kin was Mrs. Edna Henrikson of the same address. He 
was self-employed at Fauntleroy Pharmacy, 9251 – 45th St. SW, Seattle WA.  
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Edna died from a heart attack. Following her death, Harry closed Mount St. Helens Lodge & 
only rented out boats & cabins in the summer. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Centralia, Lewis WA. 
Note: Online family trees at Ancestry.com confuse a woman whose birthname was 
Henrikson/Henrickson with Edna Lund, who was a Henrikson by her 1st marriage. 
When Edna applied for naturalization in WA on 19 Jun 1945, she said George Henrikson 
lived in Seattle, King WA as did she, but not with each other.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  81115682 
Marriage: 11 Sep 1947 by a justice of the peace in Stevenson, Skamania WA – H.R. Truman 
& Edna Hendrickson.  
 
Children: by wife Helen Hughes 

• Betty Jean Truman [1st husband] Bradford Burnett [Joan Waters/Slaten?], 11 Mar 1922 
Portland, Multnomah OR on many records or Skamania Co. WA on Find A Grave – 4 Aug 
1961 Sumner, Pierce WA. Betty J. Truman married Vernon Ray Bradford on 17 Jan 1946 in 
Clark Co. WA.  On their marriage license application (21 Dec 1945 in Clark Co. WA, both 
said they had been previously married. Vernon was the son of Marion Madison (Matt) 
Bradford Jr. (1901-1938) & Arrie Mae (Ira May) Craig (1900-1991). Vernon Bradford was born 
1 Jun 1921 in Town Creek, Lawrence AL & died 26 Jan 1994 Centralia, Lewis WA, not on Find 
A Grave as of 5 Apr 2023. Three other wives are listed on Ancestry.com. – Married Ross 
Manson Burnett on 12 Sep 1946 in Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID. They had 2 children. Ross 
was born 2 Feb 1915 in Lincoln, Placer CA & died 2 Aug 1994 Centralia, Lewis WA. He had 
married 3 Jul 1933 in Napavine, Lewis WA to Evelyn Burnice Wickman (1915-1992) & to 
Martha S. Dec on 4 Jun 1938 in Chehalis, Lewis WA 7 later married Phoebe Freeman on 3 
Dec 1960 in Seattle, King WA & Dora Ann Leftwich on 14 Mar 1970 in King Co. WA. Ross was 
the son of Ross Alonzo Burnett (1876-1932, F: 104492594) & Sue Ella Schultz (1877-1949). – 
Betty is listed as both “Joan Slaten” and “Joan Waters” in her mother’s obituaries in Mar 
1954. - Betty is buried with the surname Burnett in Mountain View Cemetery, Centralia, 
Lewis WA. F: 102687396 

 
Siblings:  

• Geraldine (Geri) Truman Thompson Whiting, 8 Nov 1905 Charleston, Kanawha WV – 29 Oct 
1987 Castle Rock, Cowlitz WA. - Married Glen George Thompson on 6 Dec 1929 in Seattle, 
King WA. - Wife of Duane Ordie (“Buck”) Whiting (1914 ND – 2013 WA, F: 146681661). Buck 
was a logger who also operated the Lookout Restaurant & Starlight Room Lodge at Spirit 
Lake WA in partnership with his brother-in-law Harry Truman. Burial details for Geraldine 
are unknown. F: 534849993  

 
Notes:  
Probably the most famous of the Tuscania passengers. His life has been the subject of 
articles, books, TV and movies.  He has his own Wikipedia entry.  
 
Harry Truman stated he did not know his middle name & only used R. Some sources use 
Randall, some Rainel.  
 
Pre-war: 
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Harry attended high school in the city of Mossyrock WA.  
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
After WWI, Harry became a prospector. He then became a bootlegger, smuggling alcohol 
from San Francisco CA to WA during Prohibition. 
 
Harry leased 50 acres from the Northern Pacific Railroad Co. overlooking Spirit Lake near 
Mount St. Helens in Skamania Co. WA. He opened a gas station & small grocery & 
eventually opened the Mount St. Helens Lodge, which he operated for 52 years. 
 
Wikipedia: “In the Mount St. Helens area, Truman became notorious for his antics, once 
getting a forest ranger drunk so that he could burn a pile of brush. He poached, stole gravel 
from the U.S. Forest Service, and fished on American Indian land with a fake game warden 
badge. Despite their knowledge of these criminal activities, local rangers failed to catch 
him in the act.” Although the state of WA changed the state sales tax rate, Harry continued 
to charge the previous rate at the lodge. 
 
Wikipedia: “Truman became a minor celebrity during the two months of volcanic activity 
preceding the 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens.” 
 
Harry is quoted as saying, “If the mountain goes, I’m going with it. This area is heavily 
timbered, Spirit Lake is in between me and the mountain, and the mountain is a mile away, 
the mountain ain’t gonna hurt me.” This stance infuriated law enforcement because media 
representatives kept entering the restricted zone near the volcano to interview him. 
Truman responded: “You couldn’t pull me out with a mule team. That mountain’s part of 
Truman and Truman’s part of that mountain.”  
 
Harry appeared on the front pages of the “New York Times” and “The San Francisco 
Examiner.” He was profiled in magazines like “Time,” “Life,” Newsweek,” “Field & 
Stream,” & “Reader’s Digest.  
 
On 17 May 1980, state officials tried one last time to convince Harry to leave. The next 
morning, Mount St. Helens erupted & its entire northern flank collapsed. Harry and his 16 
cats, alone at the lodge, are presumed to have died in the eruption. Experts surmise he 
likely died of heat shock in less than a second, and his body would have vaporized. The 
largest landslide in recorded history & a pyroclastic flow engulfed the Spirit Lake area 
almost simultaneously with the collapse, destroying the lake & burying the lodge area 
under 150 feet of volcanic landslide debris. No remains were ever found. 
 
Although Harry had provisioned an abandoned mine shaft with food & liquor, the lack of 
warning probably prevented him from reaching the shaft before the pyroclastic flow 
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reached the lodge, less than 1 minute after it began. Even if he had made it to the shaft, he 
would have been buried under 150 feet of landslide.  
 

 
Library catalog card: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60203:9056 
He was the subject of these books: 

• “Truman of Mount Helens: The Man and His Mountain,” by niece Shirley Rosen 
• “The Legend of Harry Truman,” by his sister Geri Truman Whiting. 

 
He was portrayed by Art Carney, his favorite actor, in the 1981 docudrama “St. Helens.”  
 
According to “The Washington Star,” over 100 songs have been composed in Harry’s honor by the 
year 1981. The Irish band Headgear released a song in 2007 entitled “Harry Truman.” Lula Belle 
Garland wrote “The Legend of Harry and the Mountain,” recorded in 1980 by Ron Shaw & The 
Desert Wind Band. Ron Allen & Steve Asplund wrote a country/rock song in 1980 called “Harry 
Truman, Your Spirit Still Lives On.” Billy Jonas told Harry’s story in his 1993 song, “Old St. Helen.” 
 
Truman Trail & Harry’s Ridge in the Mount St. Helens region are named after Harry. The Harry R. 
Truman Memorial Park was named in his honor in Castle Rock WA, which was later renamed Castle 
Rock Lions Club Volunteer Park.  
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 535-20-8745 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Buffalo, Clay WV – the only entries on the page that do not show a birth month/year 
but left blank 
Newberry Truman, 30 WV, parents b. WV, day laborer 
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Rose B., 25 WV, parents b. WV, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Harry, 3 WV 
 
1910 Napavine, Lewis WA 
Newbary Truman, 36 WV, parents b. VA, married 15 years, farmer 
Rose, 35 VA, parents b. VA, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Harry, 13 VA 
Gearldrini, 5 VA 
& grandfather [i.e., Newberry’s father] Elizah Truman, 66 VA, parents b. VA, widowed, 
farmer 
& boarder Anel [Axel?] Anderson, 21 Finland, parents b. Finland, single, alien, farmer 
 
1920 – 14th Township, Lewis Co. WA 
Newberry Truman, 47 WV, parents b. WV, game warden, county 
Rosa, 45 WV, parents b. WV [wife] 
Eliah, 76 WV, parents b. WV, widowed [father] 
Harry R., 23 WV, single, electrician, garage [ son] 
Geraldine, 15 WV [daughter] 
& lodger Antone W. Link, 61 IA, father b. US, mother b. OH 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 Spirit Lake, Skamania WA – same house in 1935 
Harry R. Truman, 43 WV, manager, winter summer resort 
Marjorie, 39 WA, hostess, summer resort 
 
1950 Skamania Co. WA 
Harry R. Truman, 52 WA, resort owner, tourist resort 
Edna Truman, 41 WA [wife] 
Merritt L. Hiles, 34 WA, divorced, guide & boat operator, tourist resort [lodger] 
 


