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TUSCANIA 
 
 

Tanking, Frank Henry 
1896 WI – 1967 WI 

 
 

Frank Henry Tanking - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/81519275/person/350081610709/media/8007ecbc-ce20-4fd7-ba3e-

b2de6db995d6?_phsrc=hFB61115&_phstart=successSource 
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Find A Grave 212080890 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 2 Jan 1968 p 8 

 
      

Life: 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
"Racine (WI) Journal Times" 12 Mar 1918 p 11 - letter from Frank in Ireland to father John B., spent 

4.5 hours in lifeboat until picked up by destroyer, makes light of situation, says you can read it 
about it in Chicago newspapers which cover war news 

 



5 
 

 
“Burlington (WI) Free Press” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 12 Mar 1918 p 11 

 



6 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 1 Feb 1930 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 11 Jan 1934 p 8 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 22 May 1936 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 26 May 1937 p 7 

 



10 
 

 
[excerpt] – “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 20 Jan 1940 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturdday 2 Mar 1940 p 1 & p 11 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Monday 4 Mar 1940 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 5 Feb 1958 p 8 

 
 
 

Wife: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wife 

 



14 
 

 
Obituary of Grace E. Greenleaf Tanking – Find A Grave 211141784 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1200871:61484 

 

 
The final line is very faint & the story does not continue elsewhere on the page – “Kenosha (WI) 

News” Wednesday 26 May 1920 p 3 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1200871:61484
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 4 Mar 1916 p 5 

 

 
Excerpt: 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 27 Jul 1916 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 7 May 1920 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 19 May 1920 p 3 

 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Son Eugene John Tanking (1921-2005) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/28472567/person/252403937804/media/56a7c229-7a7b-4591-91e7-48b72862c287 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 11 Oct 1943 p 7 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 19 Jan 1948 p 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/28472567/person/252403937804/media/56a7c229-7a7b-4591-91e7-48b72862c287
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/28472567/person/252403937804/media/56a7c229-7a7b-4591-91e7-48b72862c287
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Divorce of son Robert George Tanking (1926-2001) & wife Ann Pauline Sradeja – “Kenosha (WI) 

News” Thursday 10 Aug 1972 p 17 
 

 
Marriage on 17 Jan 1948 in Toledo, Lucas OH of Robert George Tanking & Ann Pauline Sradeja – 

“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 19 Jan 1948 p 4 
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Obituary of son Robert George Tanking – “Kenosha (WI) News”Sunday 2 Sep 2001 p 16 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father John Bernard Tanking – left: “Burlington (WI) Free Press” Thursday 25 Oct 

1945 p 1 & on Find A grave 75465149 and right: “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Thursday 25 
Oct 1945 p 8 

 
Mother Mary Hollencamp 
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Mother died days after giving birth - Obituary on Find A Grave 54911197 – published in the 
“Burlington (WI) Free Press” Wednesday 24 Sep 1902 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/644325536/ 
 
 

Stepmother Gertrude Bell: 
 

 
Obituary of Gertrude Bell Tanking on Find A Grave 54911193  

 

 
Marriage of Gertrude Bell to John Henry Tanking on 23 May 1907 – “Racine (WI) Journal 

Times” Saturday 25 May 1907 p 9 
 

 
Stepmother Catherine Frances Claus Tanking: 

 
 



23 
 

 
Find A Grave 75465125 

Obituary  for stepmother Catherine (Claus) Tanking, wife of John B. Tanking, in "Racine (WI) Journal 
Times" 12 Mar 1941 p 12 - age 69, d. 11 Mar 1941, b. 23 Jan 1872, married John 7 May 1918, 

survived by husband & stepchildren, Henry, Frank, Ben, William, John Tanking & Mrs. Frances 
Robers, Mrs. Mary Holtz, Mrs. Gertrude Frahm. Burial in St. Mary's Cemetery. 
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“Burlington (WI) Free Press” Thursday 13 Mar 1941 p 5 

 
 

 
Siblings: 
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 obituary of brother Henry Theodore Tanking (1894-1961) – “Janesville (WI) Daily Gazette” Thursday 

31 May 1962 p 21 – Find A Grave 34022730 
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Obituary of brother Bernard Peter Tanking (1897-1941) – Find A Grave 55939961 

obit for brother Bernard P. Tanking - "Racine Journal Times" Friday 11 Apr 1941 p 17 - d. 10 Apr 
1941, b. 18 Dec 1897 town of Wheatland, single, son of John & Mary (Hollencamp) Tanking, 

survived by father John B., 3 sisters: Mrs. Felix Robers, Mrs. William Hoelz, Mrs. Wallace Frahm, & 4 
brothers: William, John V., Henry & Frank (Kenosha) - burial in St. Charles Cemetery 
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Obituary of Bernard Peter (Ben) Tanking – “Burlington (WI) Free Press” Thursday 10 Apr 1941 p 4 

 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of brother William Bernard Tanking (1899-1963) – Find A Grave 169696418 – published in 

“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 27 Sep 1963 p 23 
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Obituary of William Bernard Tanking – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 25 Sep 1963 p 8 

 

  
Marriage of William Bernard Tanking to Geraldine Mary Alberts Anderson on 23 Jun 1956 – 

“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 28 Jun 1956 p 9 
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Obituary of Geraldine Mary Alberts’s 1st husband, Charles T. Anderson – “Kenosha (WI) News” 

Friday 12 Mar 1948 p 7 
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Obituary of sister Frances Josephine Tanking Robers (1901-1968) – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 

22 Oct 1968 p 10 
 
 
 
 
 



33 
 

 
Obituary of sister Mary Tanking Tauscher Peterson – Find A Grave 137107610 

 
Half-siblings: 
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Obituary of half-sister Gertrude M. Tanking Frahm (1909-1984) – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” 

Sunday 25 Nov 1984 p 58 
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Obituary of half-brother John Valentine Tanking (1910-1993) – Find A Grave 55939962 
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Obituary of John Valentine Tanking – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 8 Sep 1993 p 10 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Frank Henry Tanking 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - cook 
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Serial number:  251,032  
Entered service from:  Burlington, Racine WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Frank Henry Tanking 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John Bernard Tanking,  RFD 20, Box 64, Burlington WI  
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Frank H. Tanking 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John B. Tanking, RFD 20, Box 64, Burlington WI (cook, 
Co  B, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Frank Tanking - b. 15 Apr 1896 Burlington WI; res: 426 
Howland, Kenosha WI. Single. Auto assembly, Municipal Eng. & Const. Co., Winthrop Harbor IL. 
Claimed exemption from draft: “Yes – Enlisted Kenosha Inf.” Medium height & build.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1939 NTSA: 6724 - 30th Ave., Kenosha WI - 
1955 WI Survivors: Kenosha WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Frank Henry Tanking - b. 15 Apr 1896 Burlington WI; 
res: 6728 – 30th Ave., Kenosha, Kenosha WI. NOK Grace Tanking [no address[ Employed at Lepp & 
Co., maintenance, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. “scar – left side scalp” – Height: 5’8” – 130 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917  
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  765 Howland Ave., Kenosha WI 
Rank/unit:    cook, Co. B, 2nd Battalion, 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  15 Apr 1896 Burlington, Racine WI [Find A Grave: New Munster, Kenosha WI]  
Died: 31 Dec 1967 Kenosha, Kenosha WI   
Find A Grave record: 212080890 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Cemetery:  Sunset Ridge Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  John Bernard Tanking, 10 Nov 1870 Wheatland WI – 24 Oct 1945. Son of Johann 
Heinrich Tanking & Johanna Tenspolde. 
Married in 1894 to Mary Hollencamp (1875 – 1906). She was the mother of Frank Henry 
Tanking. 
Married in 1907 to Gertrude Bell (1875 – 1915). 
Married in 1918 to Catherine Frances Claus (1872-1954). 
Buried in Gods Acre Cemetery, Burlington, Racine WI. 
Find A Grave:  75465149 
 
Mother: Mary Hollencamp Tanking, 27 Dec 1875 New Munster, Kenosha WI – 22 Sep 1902 
New Munster, Kenosha WI. Daughter of Henry Hollemcamp & Wilhelmina Schuerman. 
She was the first of John Bernard Tanking’s 3 wives & the mother of Frank Henry Tanking. 
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Was the mother of 6 when she died shortly after giving birth to Mary Tanking. The date of 
1906 on Find A Grave is incorrect & negated by newspaper accounts of her death & the 
date on her tombstone. 
Buried in Saint Alphonsus Catholic Cemetery, New Munster, Kenosha WI. 
Find A Grave:  54911197 
Parents’ marriage:  1894 
 
Stepmother: Gertrude Bell Tanking, 28 Dec 1875 Caledonia, Racine WI – 22 Jun 1915 New 
Munster, Kenosha WI. Died at age 40 of blood poisoning, 3 days after giving birth to 
daughter Lydia Tanking, who died the day of her birth (19 Jun 1915). Buried in Saint 
Alphonsus Catholic Cemetery, New Munster, Kenosha WI. 
Stepmother Find A Grave: 54911193 
Stepmother marriage: 1907 
 
Stepmother: Catherine Frances Claus [Clouse] Tanking, 23 Jan 1872 – 11 Mar 1941. 
Daughter of John Clouse & Anna Maria Weinborn. Buried in Gods Acre Cemetery, 
Burlington, Racine WI. 
Stepmother Find A Grave:75465125 
Stepmother marriage: 7 May 1918 
 
Spouse: Grace Elizabeth Greenleaf Tanking, 21 Aug 1898 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 9 Sep 
1963 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Daughter of Samuel Greenleaf. Buried in Sunset Ridge 
Memorial Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 211141784  
Marriage: 26 May 1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
 
Children: 

• Eugene John Tanking, 25 Feb 1921 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7 Oct 2005 Harrisburg, Dauphin 
PA. Husband of Marlene M. Zastrow (1932-1980, F: 173416117) whom he married in 1955. 
Buried in Fishkill Burial Cemetery, Fishkill, Dutchess NY.  F: 173416087 

• Robert George Tanking, 14 Jan 1926 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 27 Aug 2001 West Salem, La 
Crosse WI. Married on 17 Jan 1948 in Toledo, Lucas OH to Ann Pauline Sradeja, daughter of 
Martin Sradeja. They divorced in Aug 1972 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI; they had 5 children. 
Ann became the wife of Lee Swanson of Kenosha WI. - Buried in Sunset Ridge Memorial 
Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 93597401 

 
Siblings:  

• Henry Theodore Tanking, 19 Jul 1894 Wheatland, Kenosha WI – 29 May 1961 Lake Geneva, 
Walworth WI. Married 14 Feb 1917 in Burlington, Racine WI to Irene Eunice Wood (1897-
1954, F: 34022704), who later married James A. Steinmetz Sr. on 3 Oct 1971 in Lake 
Geneva, Walworth WI. – Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Lake Geneva, Walworth WI. F: 
34022730  

• Bernard Peter (“Ben”/Benjamin) Tanking, 18 Dec 1897 Wheatland, Kenosha WI [obituary] or 
Kenosha, Kenosha WI [Find A Grave] – 10 Apr 1941 Burlington, Racine WI [in Burlington 
Memorial Hospital – obituary] or New Munster, Kenosha WI [Find A Grave]. Painting 
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contractor. Never married. Buried in Saint Charles Cemetery,, Burlington, Racine WI. F: 
55939961 

• William Bernard Tanking, 17 Aug 1899 WI – 25 Sep 1963 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Married on 
23 Jun 1956 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI to Geraldine Mary Alberts Anderson (1904-1988, F: 
205104425). Her 1st husband was Charles T. Anderson (1903-1948, F: 112884446), whom 
Geraldine Alberts married 5 Apr 1923 in Kenosha Co. WI. Buried in St. James Cemetery, 
Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 169696418 

• Frances Josephine Tanking Robers, 18 Feb 1901 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 22 Oct 1968 
Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Wife of Felix Henry Robers (1896-1960, F: 54911399) whom she 
married 10 Nov 1919 in New Munster, Kenosha WI. Buried in Saint Alphonsus Catholic 
Cemetery, New Munster, Kenosha WI. F: 54911400 

• Mary (“Mamie”) Tanking Tauscher Holtz/Hoelz Peterson, 9 Sep 1902 New Munster, Kenosha 
WI [or Wheatland, Kenosha WI] – 16 May 1948 Burlington, Racine WI. - Wife of Wenzel E. 
Tauscher (1892-1931, F: 137107993) whom she married 1 Feb 1921. She is found listed as 
Mayme TOWSER in a family obituary. – Wife of William A. Holtz [Hoelz}, 1887-1952, F: 
55939454 whom she married in 1935. His father is listed as John William H. HOELZ (1856-
1906, F: 206506488) & his mother as Mary Catherine Dorothea Elizabeth (Dorothy) Elbert (F: 
206506534). Family obituaries from this time list her as Mayme Hoelz, Holz & Holtz. - Wife 
of Arthur Peterson, whom she married 28 Apr 1947 in Burlington, Racine WI according to 
her obituary but in Iowa City IA according to IA marriage records. Buried as Mary Tauscher 
Peterson in Gods Acre Cemetery, Burlington, Racine WI. F: 137107610 

 
Half-siblings: by his father John’s marriage to his 2nd wife, Gertrude Bell: 

• Gertrude M. Tanking Frahm, 21 Dec 1909 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 24 Nov 1984 New 
Munster, Kenosha WI. Wife of Wallace Frahm (1910-1993, F: 97839327). Buried in Saint 
Alphonsus Catholic Cemetery, New Munster, Kenosha WI. F: 54911248 

• John Valentine Tanking, 6 Dec 1910 New Munster, Kenosha WI – 6 Sep 1993 Union Grove, 
Racine WI [Find A Grave] or Burlington, Racine WI [at Mount Carmel Care Center, according 
to obituary]. Husband of Mary Geraldine Owen (1905-1986, F: 55939963). Buried in Saint 
Charles Cemetery, Burlington, Racine WI. F: 55939962 

• Lydia Tanking, b. & d. 19 Apr 1915 New Munster, Kenosha WI. Her other, Gertrude Bell 
Tanking, died 3 days after Lydia’s birth of blood poisoning. Buried in Saint Alphonsus 
Catholic Cemetery, New Munster, Kenosha WI. F: 54911427 

 
Notes:  
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
President of National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939/1940 
 
his grandson Peter Enrich Tanking d. 20 Jul 1957 Wausau WI, infant, son of Eugene Tanking & 
Marlene (Zastrow) Tanking, survived by his brother John & paternal grandparents Mr. & Mrs. Frank 
Tanking, Kenosha WI. 
 



40 
 

 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 390-03-5701 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Wheatland, Kenosha WI 
John TAUKING, 29 WI, Nov 1870, parents b. Germany, married 6 years, farmer 
Mary, 24 WI, Dec 1875, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Henry, 5 WI, Jul 1894 
Frank, 4 WI, Apr 1895 
Bernard, 2 WI, Dec 1897 
William, 9 months WI, Aug 1899 
 
1905 WI state census – Wheatland, Kenosha WI 
John B. Tanking, 34 WI, parents b. Germany, widowed, farm 
Henry, 10 WI 
Frank, 8 WI 
Bernard, 7 WI 
Wm., 5 WI 
Frances, 4 WI 
Mary, 2 WI 
& mother Johane Tanking, 50 Germany 
& John Lahous, 38 WI, single 
 
1910 Wheatland, Kenosha WI – conducted 27 Apr 1910 
John Tanking, 39 WI, parents b. Germany, in 2nd marriage, farmer, general farm 
Gertie, 35 WI, parents b. Germany, in 1st wife, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Henry, 18 WI 
Frank, 14 WI 
Benjamin, 12 WI 
William, 10 WI 
Frances, 9 WI 
Gertie, zero WI 
 
1920 Kenosha, Kenosha Wi – 214 Howland Ae. 
Frank Tanking, 21 WI, parents b. WI, single, laborer, automobile, 
Roomer with Bernie & Olie Peymbur 
 
1930 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7206 – 31st Ave. 
Frank H. Tanking, 33 Wi, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage, knitting, hosiery mill, WWI 
veteran 
Grace E., 30 WI, father b. IL, mother b. WI, age 21 at 1st marriage, dressmaking, home 
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Eugene J., 9 WI 
Robert G., 4 WI 
 
1940 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 6724 – 30th Ave. – same house in 1935 
Frank Tanking, 43 WI, fixer, hosier mill 
Grace, 41 WI, bookkeeper, ladies ready-to-wear 
Eugene, 19 WI 
Robert, 14 WI 
 
1950 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7524 – 14th 
Frank H. TONKING, 53 Wi, machinist, spring machinery 
Grace C., 50 WI, credit manager, retail clothing 
Robert, 24 WI, married, clerk, retail grocery 
Ann P., 23 OH, married [daughter-in-law] 
Susan L., Jun 1949 OH [granddaughter] 
& lodger Hazel M. Hanson, 45 WI, never married 
 
 


