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TUSCANIA 
 
 

Trageser, Charles Alphonse 
1896 MD – 1978 MD 

 
 

 

 
Charles AlphonseTrageser – “Baltimore (MD) Evening Sun” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 20 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/368088091/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/368088091/
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-V4LK-

R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW3BF-KKPZ 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/66611:4545 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/66611:4545
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_4531-

0336?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2040028486 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_4531-0336?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2040028486
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_4531-0336?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=2040028486
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Obituary of Charles Alphonse Trageser – “Baltimore Sun” Wednesday 18 Oct 1978 p 37 

 
 

Life: 
 

 
[list continues] 
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“Baltimore Sun” Sunday 22 Aug 1915 p 22 

 
 

 
“Baltimore Sun” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
On board Tuscania – “Baltimore Sun” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Saved – “Baltimore Sun” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Baltimore Sun” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 12 
 

 
“Baltimore Sun” Tuesday 12 Mar 1918 p 16 
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“Baltimore Sun” Wednesday 10 Apr 1918 p 8 
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“Baltimore Sun” Monday 19 Aug 1918 p 6 
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“Baltimore Sun” Saturday 21 Sep 1918 p 12 

 

 
Trageser was picked up by a British destroyer, not a US Navy one – “York (PA) Daily Record” Friday 

27 Sep 1918 p 1 
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[list continues] 

 
Admitted to the MD bar as an attorney – “Baltimore Sun” Thursday 31 Aug 1922 p 16 

 
 
 



12 
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“Baltimore Evening Sun” Thursday 16 Feb 1933 p 4 
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His endorsement for his entombment location in Lorraine Park Cemetery, Woodlawn, Baltimore 

Co. MD along with his wife Virginia, in funeral pre-planning – “Baltimore Sun” Sunday 30 Jan 1949 p 
130 
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Member of the Catholic men’s group, the Knights of Columbus – “Baltimore Sun” Monday 26 Jun 
1950 p 4 

 

 
Candidate for the MD Supreme Court – “Baltimore Evening Sun” Thursday 26 Oct 1950 p 36 
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“Baltimore Evening Sun” Thursday 26 Oct 1950 p 36 

 

 
“Baltimore Evening Sun” Friday 23 Apr 1954 p 26 
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Another endorsement for the mausoleum - “Baltimore Sun” Thursday 13 Oct 1955 p 11 

 

 
“Baltimore Evening Sun” Friday 14 Aug 1964 p 17 
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Wife: 
 
 

 
Engagement of Cecilia Virginia Rhodes to Charles Alphonse Trageser Jun 1939 – “Baltimore Sun” 

Sunday 23 Jun 1929 p 80 
 
 

 
Obituary of Virginia Rhodes Trageser – “Baltimore Evening Sun” Sunday 7 Dec 1990 p 37 
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Obituary of Virginia’s mother Teresa V. Rhodes, widow of Samuel T. Rhodes Sr. – “Baltimore Sun” 

Friday 12 Feb 1943 p 5 
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“Baltimore Evening Sun” Tuesday 6 Nov 1934 p 9 
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Recording secretary of the League of Women Voters – “Baltimore Sun” Sunday 7 Jan 1940 p 65 

 

 
Secretary on the Women’s Board of St. Joseph’s Hospital – “Baltimore Evening Sun” Friday 6 Feb 

1942 p 48 
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“Baltimore Evening Sun” Friday 10 Apr 1953 p 20 

 
 

 
“Baltimore Evening Sun” Friday 30 Dec 1955 p 12 
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“Baltimore Evening Sun” Tuesday 13 Mar 1956 p 19 
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Virginia Rhodes Trageser at left – “Baltimore Evening Sun” Wednesday 24 Sep 1958 p 36 
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“Baltimore Evening Sun” Wednesday 5 Nov 1958 p 38 
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Virginia Rhodes Trageser supposedly at right but believe caption reverses the two women – 

“Baltimore Evening Sun” Wednesday 9 Mar 1960 p 30 
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“Baltimore Sun” Sunday 4 Oct 1970 p 119 
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Obituary of Virginia Rhodes Trageser’s father Samuel Thomas Rhodes – “Baltimore Sun” Monday 23 

Feb 1925 p 10 
 

Sibling: 
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Obituary of brother Paul Adam Trageser – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Monday 23 Feb 1953 p 3 
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PA death record of brother Paul Adam Trageser - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_0980-
03623?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=6020406 

 

 
Marriage license – misspelling Trageser – “Baltimore Sun” Tuesday 10 Jun 1913 p 4 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_0980-03623?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=6020406
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_3421606189_0980-03623?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=6020406


32 
 

 
Marriage of Paul Adam Trageser & Irene Haulenbeek on 10 Jun 1913 – “Baltimore Sun” Sunday 15 

Jun 1913 p 25 
 
 

 
308 Broxton Rd., Baltimore MD -  https://www.redfin.com/MD/Baltimore/308-Broxton-Rd-

21212/home/11152098 
 

https://www.redfin.com/MD/Baltimore/308-Broxton-Rd-21212/home/11152098
https://www.redfin.com/MD/Baltimore/308-Broxton-Rd-21212/home/11152098
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32 Charlcote Place, Baltimore MD - https://www.redfin.com/MD/Baltimore/32-Charlcote-Pl-

21218/home/11209681 
            
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Charles Alphonse Trageser 
Name variations: middle name found spelled Alphonse, Alphons, Alphonius – Veterans 
Administration Master Index reports it as Alphonse 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. HQ (1938 NTSA, 6th & 16th Battalions) - sergeant 
Serial number:  250,232 
Entered service from: Baltimore, Baltimore City MD  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Charles A. Trageser 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Alphonse J. Trageser, 718 N. Kenwood Ave., Baltimore MD 
Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Sep 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Charles Trageser 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: , list does not include NOK info (sgt, 20th Engrs) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Charles Alphonse Trageser - b. 16 Apr 1896 Baltimore 
MD; res: 718 N. Kenwood, Baltimore MD. Single. Stenographer, B&O Railroad Co., Camden Station. 
Short in height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 422 Equitable Bldg., Baltimore MD (listed as 
Charles E. Trageser) 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Charles Alphons Trageser - b. 16 Apr 1896 Baltimore 
MD; res: 308 Broxton Rd., Baltimore City, Baltimore City MD. This address is crossed through & a 
note added, dated 8 Jul 1944, that address is now 32 Charlotte [Charlacote] Place, Baltimore City 
MD. NOK wife Virginia R. Trageser, same address. Employed by self, 422 Equitable Building, 
Baltimore City MD.  “scar on abdomen – removal of gall bladder. Tatoo on left forearm.”{ Height: 
5’5” – 148 lbs. Dated 26 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: lists middle name as Alphonse 
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  7 Jan 1919 
Address:  2244 Cecil Ave., Baltimore MD 
Rank/unit:    sergeant, HQ, 16th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  16 Apr 1896 Baltimore MD  
Died: 16 Oct 1978 Baltimore MD    
Find A Grave record:  251557670 - record created 1 Apr 2023 - burial information from 
obituary in the "Baltimore Evening Sun" 18 Oct 1978 p 37 & advertisement endorsement for 
entombment there made by Charles – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Woodlawn, Baltimore Co. MD 
Cemetery:  Lorraine Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Alphons John Trageser, 13 Jun 1868 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – 19 Jun 1944 Baltimore, 
Baltimore City MD. Son of Johann Adam Trageser & Ann Margaret Thalheimer. Buried in Most Holy 
Redeemer Cemetery, Baltimore, Baltimore City MD.    
Find A Grave:  121283850 
 
Mother: Margaret S. Kennedy Tragaser, 5 Feb 1870 Baltimore, Baltimore MD – 27 Sep 1923 
Baltimore, Baltimore MD. Buired in Most Holy Redeemer Cemetery, Baltimore, Baltimore 
City MD. 
Find A Grave:  121283851 
Parents’ marriage:  1891 Baltimore 
 
Spouse: Virginia Rhodes Trageser, 2 Jul 1903 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – 6 Dec 1990 Baltimore, 
Baltimore City MD. When her mother announces her engagement, Virginia’s name is listed as 
Cecilia Virginia Rhodes. 
She is the daughter of Samuel Thomas Rhodes Sr. (1854-1925, F: 172430358) & Teresa V. Boyle 
(1868-1943, F: 172430359).  
Buried in Lorraine Park Cemetery, Woodlawn, Baltimore Co. MD. 
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Spouse Find A Grave:  240258560 
Marriage:  
 
Children:  
 
Siblings:  

• Paul Adam Trageser, 9 Aug 1891 Baltimore, Baltimore MD – 22 Feb 1953 Fountain Hill, 
Lehigh PA. Married 10 Jun 1913 to Irene Haulenbeek (1881-1983, FP: 58902706), the 
daughter of George Washington Haulenbeek & Susan B. Conover, at her father’s home in 
Baltimore MD in a Baptist ceremony.  Paul & Irene had 1 daughter & 2 sons. He moved to 
Bethlehem, Northampton PA in 1915 & became associated with Bethlehem Steel Co. & was 
eventually named vice president of the Philadelphia, Bethlehem & New England Railroad. 
Paul is buried in Nisky Hill Cemetery, Bethlehem, Northampton PA. F: 58902699 

 
Notes:  
The Tuscania sunk on the 48th birthday of his mother, Margaret Kennedy Trageser.  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Baltimore Sun" 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - enlisted Oct 1917, trained at Camp American University DC, son 
of Mr. & Mrs. Alphonse J. Trageser  
 
"Baltimore Evening Sun" 8 Feb 1918 p. 20 - photo (caption spells name Trageser) - in story listed as 
Charles A. Pragesser, former Polytechnic boy, son of Mr. & Mrs. Alphonse Pragesser, 18 N. 
Kenwood Ave., formerly stenographer at B & O Railroad. 
"Baltimore Sun" 11 Feb 1918 p 12 - cabled safe to father A.J. Trageser, 718 N. Kenwood Ave., - same 
12 Mar 1918 p 16 - wrote parents 7 Feb from Belfast, to 718 Kenwood, treated royally by Irish, had 
cabled "Safe, well", was a stenographer for Baltimore & Ohio RR  
 
"Baltimore Sun" 19 Aug 1918 p 6 - was stenographer in office of J.M. Davis, v.p. B&O RR, letter to 
George W. Haulenbeck in Baltimore, have 3 lumber mills that only stop Sat. afternoons & Sundays, 
cut 3 million ft of pine lumber into RR ties in July, RRs built hourly, hospitals & barracks built daily, 
fighting forest fires past 3 weeks. He assumes RR agents now mostly women with some older men, 
in France almost all station agents are women, vigor, energy, strength, just got "another sweet 
picture of Susan Anne Trageser, he knows Susan & George enjoy their Saturdays together, 1 man 
tacked up photo of his little one at home & 200 more photos of little ones were put up  
 
"Baltimore Evening Sun" 21 Sep 1918 p 12 - survived Tuscania & 6 months in France, age 22, 
returned to parents' home (Mr. & Mrs. A.J. Trageser, 718 N. Kenwood) for 10-day furlough ("delay"), 
then to Camp Humphries as an instructor, was with 10 others in cabin playing cards when 
torpedoed, felt shock, lights out, only saved a card & 5 pennies, no disorder or panic  
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"York (PA) Daily Record" 27 Sep 1918 p 1 - Tuscania survivor visited uncle & aunt Mr. & Mrs. William 
F. Trageser, 49 E., Cottage Pl., York, member of famous 20th Engrs., rescued by U.S. [error] 
destroyer 1.5 hours after torpedo   
 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
There are hundreds of articles in Baltimore MD newspapers in his role as an attorney. 
 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Baltimore Evening Sun" 18 Oct 1978 p 37, survived by wife Virginia R., funeral 19 Oct, burial 
Lorraine Park Mausoleum  
 
Social Security number: 213-20-5177 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – 1629 Washington St. 
Alfonso J. Trageser, 31 MD, Jun 1868, parents b. Germany, married 9 years, wood turner 
Margaret, 28 MD, Feb 1872, parents b. Ireland, number of children born left blank, 2 are 
living 
Paul A., 8 MD, Aug 1891 
Charles A., 4 MD, Apr 1896 
 
1910 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – N. Washington St. 
Alphonse D. Trageser, 42 MD, parents b. Germany, married 19 years, cabinet maker, 
general 
Margaret S., 38 MD, father b. Ireland, mother b. Scotland, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are 
living 
Paul A., 18 MD, stenographer, railroad 
Charles A., 13 M 
 
1920 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – N. Kenwood Ave. 
Alfonse J. Trageser, 51 MD, father b. Germany, mother b. Holland, wood worker, 
[unreadable word], factory 
Margaret S., 50 MD, father b. Ireland, mother b. Scotland 
Charles A., 23 MD, single, stenographer, [unreadable word] company 
 
1930 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – 308 Broxton Rd. 
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Charles A. Trageser, 34 MD, parents b. MD, age 33 at 1st marriage, lawyer, law, WWI 
veteran 
Virginia B., 27 MD, parents b. MD 
 
1940 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – 308 Broxton Rd. – same house in 1935 
Charles A. Trageser, 44 MD, attorney, CPA, private & public 
Virginia, 37 MD 
 
1950 Baltimore, Baltimore City MD – 32 Charlcote Place 
Charles A. Trageser, 53 MD, lawyer, CPA 
Virginia R., 46 MD 
 
 
 


