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TUSCANIA 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Tomlins, George Wesley 

1893 OK – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
George Wesley Tomlins – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb 1918 p 17 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VWTY-

C?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ2S-FRT2 
 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VWTY-C?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ2S-FRT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VWTY-C?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ2S-FRT2
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KK-

5?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-1FD9 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Anadarko (OK) American-Democrat” Thursday 19 Jul 1917 p 6 

 

 

 
Excerpt from Caddo Co. OK – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 23 Sep 1917 p 2 
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“El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 17 Jan 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Guthrie (OK) Daily Leader” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Lyons (KS) Republican” Tuesday 19 Feb 1918 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/57506461/person/32112849617/media/e0ab7a66-0d71-4ad4-b8ff-
e4b8b1e4b5fb?_phsrc=hFB62700&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/57506461/person/32112849617/media/e0ab7a66-0d71-4ad4-b8ff-e4b8b1e4b5fb?_phsrc=hFB62700&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/57506461/person/32112849617/media/e0ab7a66-0d71-4ad4-b8ff-e4b8b1e4b5fb?_phsrc=hFB62700&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/57506461/person/32112849617/media/e0ab7a66-0d71-4ad4-b8ff-e4b8b1e4b5fb?_phsrc=hFB62700&_phstart=successSource
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“El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 22 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Oklahoma City (OK) Times” Monday 17 Jun 1918 p 6 

 

 
“El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 20 Jun 1918 p 6 
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“Harlow’s Weekly” (Oklahoma City OK) Wednesday 20 Nov 1918 p 5 
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“El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 26 Feb 1920 p 1 
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“Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock AR) Wednesday 8 Sep 1920 p 3 
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“Temple (OK) Tribune” Thursday 25 May 1922 p 8 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Father: 
 



15 
 

 
Father Charley W. Tomlins, ca. 1916 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7131964/person/-1041388928/media/a0b9fbe8-fad1-4fbd-ab46-2b59aefc703d 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7131964/person/-1041388928/media/a0b9fbe8-fad1-4fbd-ab46-2b59aefc703d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7131964/person/-1041388928/media/a0b9fbe8-fad1-4fbd-ab46-2b59aefc703d
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Obituary of mother Ida Bell Holloway Tomlins spells her surname as TOMLIN – “El Reno (OK) Daily 

Tribune” Tuesday 28 May 1940 p 6 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Lewis Tomlins (1895-1969) – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 

8 
 

 
Obituary of brother Frank Rollin Tomlins (1897-1943) [surname spelled Tomlins] – “Wichita (KS) 

Beacon” Thursday 8 Apr 1943 p 1 
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Marriage license of sister Mary Tomlins (1899-1984) & Robert l. White – “Enid (OK) Daily News” 

Sunday 20 Jul 1919 p 4 
 

 
Sister Jessie Tomlins Kessler Halterman (1901-1970) – 2nd from right – El Reno (OK) High School 

yearbook 1963 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/38806765:1265 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/38806765:1265
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WWII draft registration on 15 Feb 1942 of brother Clyde Everette Tomlins (1903-1954) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/43995_01_00162-

00583?pId=17347616 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/43995_01_00162-00583?pId=17347616
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/43995_01_00162-00583?pId=17347616
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Obituary of Clyde Everette Tomlins – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Saturday 18 Sep 1954 p 2 
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Obituary of Ann Lee Miller Tomlins Hansen – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Wednesday 17 Nov 2004 pB4  
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WWII draft registration of Charley Frances Tomlins - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/36737310:2238?tid=7131964&pid=-
1041357931&queryId=aff3d9c0c2774f7b595c3f44d44454df&_phsrc=hFB62717&_phstart=succes

sSource 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  George Wesley Tomlins 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 54th Co. - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so George died without a serial number 
Entered service from:  El Reno, Canadian OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George W. Tomlins 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Charles Tomlins, El Reno OK 
Body 1st buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland, grave 11, as 
Geo. W. Tomlins 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 Aug 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: George W. Tomlins 
Rank & unit on return ship: private, Casual Co. #2) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as George W. Tomlins - b. 14 Oct 1893 El Reno OK; res: 
Cement, Caddo OK. Single. Farming for G.W. Holloway, Cement OK. Short height, medium build.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:     
Enlisted:  3 Oct 1917 
Discharged:   
Address:  520 S. Choctaw, El Reno OK 
Rank/unit:    private, 2nd Overseas Replacement Co. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  14 Oct 1893 OK  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 33177826 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  El Reno, Canadian OK 
Cemetery:  El Reno 
Tombstone: inscribed: Died Feb. 5, 1918 - On the ill-fated Tuscania  
 
Father:  Charles W. Tomlins, 16 Jan 1870 IA – 2 May 1926 OK. Listed as Charley on Find A 
Grave. Son of John W. Tomlins & Mary Ann Chitty, later married Sharp. Buried in El Reno 
Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian OK. 
Find A Grave:  46688455 
 
Mother: Ida Bell Holloway Tomlins, 13 Sep 1874 MO – 27 May 1940 El Reno, Canadian OK. Buried 
in El Reno Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian OK. 
Find A Grave:  46688503 
Parents’ marriage:  1891 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: George was the oldest of the surviving siblings. An additional sibling had died prior 
to the 1900 census. 

• Lewis/Louis Newton Tomlins, 11 Oct 1895 OK – 27 Mar 1969 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. 
OK. Married 29 Jul 1919 in Canadian Co. OK to Mary C. Reed (1896-1935, F: 46689355). 
Their daughter Noreen was born in 1921. – Married Mable Irvin (1901-1972, F: 95049094). 
Their daughter Lois was born in 1938. Mable was the widow of Arthur Leon Christenberry Sr. 
(1891-1932, F: 56839434). Lewis is buried in Rose Hill Burial Park, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma Co. OK. F; 95049166 

• Frank Rollin Tomlins, May 1897 [1898 on tombstone] OK – 8 Apr 1943 Wellington, Sumner 
KS. On his WWII draft registration, Frank Rollin Tomlins gives a birthplace of El Reno, 
Canadian OK. Married 25 Dec 1921 in El Reno, Canadian OK to Teddie Kathryn Eckhardt 
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(1899-1988, F; 59671109). Buried in Prairie Lawn Cemetery, Wellington, Sumner KS. F: 
59671127 

• Mary R. Tomlins White, 20 Aug 1899 OK – 23 Apr 1984 El Reno, Canadian OK. SSN 443-28-
1872. Married 16 Jul 1919 in Garfield Co. OK to Robert L. White (1892-1964, F; 159154029). 
Buried in El Reno Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian OK. F: 159154048 

• Jessie Tomlins Kessler Halterman, 5 Mar 1901 Perkins, Payne OK – 5 Sep 1970 El Reno, 
Canadian OK. – Married 31 Mar 1919 in Oklahoma Co. OK to Admiral Dewey Kessler (1898-
1975, F: 76142172). In the 1950 census, Admiral & Jessie live in El Reno, Canadian OK. – 
Died as the wife of Conia Halterman (1904-1960, F: 70639304). Buried in El Reno Cemetery, 
El Reno, Canadian OK. F: 70639335 

• Clyde Everette Tomlins, 3 May 1903 El Reno, Canadian OK – 16 Sep 1954 Fresno, Fresno 
CA. SSN 566-20-0237. Married 26 Aug 1922 in Kingfisher Co. OK to Ann Lee (“Annie”) Miller. 
Ann was born 2 May 1905 TX & died 14 Nov 2004 CA with the surname Hansen. She had 
married Arthur Charles Hansen (1898-1973, F: 229533805) & is buried in Lakewood 
Memorial Park, Hughson, Stanislaus CA, F: 229533832). - Clyde is buried in Mountain View 
Cemetery, Fresno, Fresno CA. F: 101158730 

• Charley (Charles) Frances Tomlins, 27 Aug 1905 [WWII draft] or 1907 [Find A Grave record & 
WWII draft] or 1908 [WA death record] Anadarko, Caddo OK – 30 Apr 1949 Goldendale [or 
Maryhill], Klickitat WA. Married Jan 1927 in Grady Co. OK to Frances Jane Smith, daughter of 
Ed Smith (1908-1937, F: 46221698). – Married 23 Mar 1938 in Albuquerque, Bernalillo NM to 
Vera Pauline Leighton (1913-1991); they divorced 27 Jul 1940 in Oklahoma Co. OK. Veram 
b, 12 Apr 1913 OK, d. 3 May 1991 Kern Co. CA with surname Waterfield. - Buried as Charley 
F. Tomlins in Mountain View Cemetery, Goldendale, Klickitat WA. F: 62914435 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 14 Feb 1918 p 2 - father listed as G.W. Tomlins of El Reno 
OK, he hates to have son buried in foreign graveyard but would be impossible to get it, also gave up 
hopes his son is alive, was in service 3 months  
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 22 Feb 1918 p 8 - George's brother Lewis E. Tomlins vows 
revenge, enlists in aviation section of Army, turned 21 a few days ago, bricklayer, went to tell 
parents in El Reno OK of decision. 
 
"Oklahoma City (OK) Times" 17 Jun 1918 p 6 - 20-yr-old Frank Tomlins enlisted in US Navy today, 
going to San Francisco, brother of George who died on Tuscania, 3rd son of J.N. [sic] Tomlins in 
service, 21-yr-old Lewis in aviation corps, training at Kelly Field. 
 
Post-war: 
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"Arkansas Democrat" (Little Rock AR) 8 Sep 1920 p 3 - "More Bodies En Route Here" - George W. 
Tomlins, Gas Company No. 2, to El Reno, Okla., accompanied by Staff Sergeant Arthur Schultz, 
Headquarters Detachment, Third Division 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 El Reno, Canadian OK – 419 Roberts Ave. 
Charles W. Tomlins, 30 IA, Jan 1870, father b. MO, mother b. IL, married 9 years, electrician 
Ida, 25 MO, sep 1874, parents b. KY, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
George, 6 Indian Territory, Oct 1893 
Lewis, 4 OK, Oct 1995 [sic/1895] 
Frank, 3 OK, May 1897 
Mary, 9 months OK, Aug 1899 
 
1910 Cimarron, Lincoln OK 
Charles Tomlins, 40 IA, father b. MO, mother b. US, married 18 years, farmer, general farm 
Ida, 36 MO, father b. KY, mother b. MO, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living 
George, 16 OK, farm laborer, home farm 
Lewis, 14 OK, farm laborer, home farm 
Frank, 12 OK, farm laborer, home farm 
Mary, 10 OK 
Jessie, 9 OK 
Clyde, 7 OK 
Charley, 4 OK 
 
 


