
TUSCANIA 
 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Talley, Milton Charles 

1891 TN – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
        

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-

VNYX?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ1H-CST2 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VNYX?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ1H-CST2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VNYX?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ1H-CST2


 
WWI draft registration 5 Jun 1917 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYT3-

SYPX?i=4782&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZ8J-DKK 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Namesake of Milton Talley Amerian Legion Post in Union City, Obion TN – 

 
https://www.yellowpages.com/union-city-tn/mip/american-legion-530022618 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYT3-SYPX?i=4782&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZ8J-DKK
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYT3-SYPX?i=4782&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZ8J-DKK
https://www.yellowpages.com/union-city-tn/mip/american-legion-530022618


 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9K5-

P?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-724S 

 
Sgt. Malcolm MacNeill of Bowmore, isle of Islay, Scotland asks a constable on 25 Dec 1918 about 
the personal effects found on the body of Milton Talley & if he was coffined, in response to a “most 

pathetic letter” from Milton’s mother, which “Mr. Copeland” (“Mr. Campbell probably”) had not 
answered – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 



 
Letter from constable Alexander Maclean on the isle of Islay in Dec 1918  to Sgt. MacNeill at 

Bowmore, Islay, Scoitland - noting the effects found on the body of Milton Talley were one gold ring, 
one cigarette case and one watch. He was buried in Kilnaughton cemetery on the isle of Islay and 

was in a coffin. – Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 



 
“The Tennessean” (Nashville TN) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 



 
“Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 

 
 



 
“Jonesborough (TN) Herald & Tribune” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/584876519/ 
 

 
“Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 16 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/584876519/


 
“The Tennessean” (Nashville TN) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 57 



 
“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 8 Mar 1918 p 8 

 

 
“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 24 May 1918 p 8 

 



 
Governor of TN, Frederick D. Gardner, responds to request to name street in St. Louis after Milton 

Talley – “Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 31 May 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 30 Jul 1920 p 3 

 



 
“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 8 Oct 1920 p 11 

 

 
“Nashville (TN) Banner” Wednesday 13 Oct 1920 p 17 

 
 



 
“Nashville (TN) Banner” Sunday 17 Oct 1920 p 5 

 
 
 
 





 
Funeral in TN of Milton Charles Talley – “Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 22 Oct 1920 p 

12 
 
 
 

 



“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 22 Oct 1920 p 7 
 

 
“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 22 Oct 1920 p 3 

 
 

 
“Nashville (TN) Banner” Sunday 6 Mar 1921 p 2 

 

 
[from the Union City (TN) Training School] 



 

 
“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 10 Jun 1921 p 8 

 
 
 

 



“Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Saturday 3 Dec 1921 p 6 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Clara Huddleston Talley – “Paducah (KY) Sun-Democrat” Sunday 10 Mar 1940 p 

14 
 

Siblings: 
 
 



 
Sister Ernestine Talley Reynolds (1887-1976) – graduate of Union City (TN) Training School 1905 – 

“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 9 Jun 1905 p 8 
 

 
Marriage of Ernestine Talley to Thomas Richard Reynolds – “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” 

Thursday 28 Dec 1905 p 7 
 



 
Marriage of Ernestine Talley & Thomas Richard Reynolds – “Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” 

Friday 29 Dec 1905 p 11 
 



 
TN death record of sister Ruth Elizabeth Talley Brevard (1889-1915) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/616518:2376 

 

 
Marriage of Ruth Elizabeth Talley to Cyrus Winslow Brevard – “Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” 

Friday 16 Feb 1912 p 7 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/616518:2376


 
Obituary of Ruth Elizabeth Talley Brevard – “Union City (TN) Commercial” Friday 8 Jan 1915 p 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Brother Thurman Spencer Talley (1895-1948) – “Union City (TN) Commercial” Friday 11 Jan 1907 p 

2 
 

 
Thurman Spencer Talley - “Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 10 Apr 1914 p 10 

 



 
Thurman Talley - “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Wednesday 19 Dec 1917 p 11 

 

 
Thurman Talley - “Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 18 Jan 1918 p 4 

 
 



 
Brother Thurman Talley (1895-1948) “Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 4 

 
 



 
“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 12 Apr 1918 p 5 

 

 
“The Parisian (Paris TN) Friday 20 Sep 1918 p 2 

 



 
“Union City (tn) Commercial Courier” Friday 25 Nov 1921 p 10 

 

 
“Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 17 Nov 1922 p 3 

 

 
“Paducah (TN) Sun-Democrat” Monday 19 Jun 1922 p 12 

 



 
Marriage of Thurman Spencer Talley to Alma Rea Burch, at the home of his sister Mrs. Roy 

Cummings, in Paducah KY – “Paducah (KY) Sun-Democrat” Tuesday 6 Mar 1923 p 7 
 



 
Obituary of Thurman Talley – “Memphis (TN) Press-Scimitar” Monday 2 Aug 1948 p 1 

 
 
 



 
Obituary of Thurman Spencer Talley – “Jackson (TN) Sun” Thursday 5 Aug 1948 p 3 

 
 

 
Obituary of sister Theresa Mildred Talley Cummings Robinson (1898-1979) – “Louisville (KY) 

Courier-Journal” Monday 24 Dec 1979 p 9 
 



 
Marriage of Theresa Mildred Talley to Roy L. Cummings – “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” 

Sunday 7 Mar 1920 p 40 



 
“The Tennessean” (Nashville TN) Sunday 18 Apr 1920 p 18 

 
 



 
“Paducah (KY) News-Democrat” Wednesday 22 Mar 1922 p 5 

 

 
Obituary of Theresa Mildred Talley Cummings Robinson – “Paducah (KY) Sun” Wednesday 24 Dec 

1979 p 23 
 
 
 



 
“Jackson (TN) Sun” Tuesday 30 Nov 1948 p 5 

 
 
 
 
 

 



TN death record of husband Roy Lee Cummings (1894-1961) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1583461:2376 

 
 

 
Brother Charles Spencer Talley Jr.  (1901-1986) – “Union City (TN) Commercial Courier” Friday 6 

Dec 1918 p 3 
 

 
 

death of Charles Jr.’s 1st wife, Edna M. Wilbanks Talley – “Albuquerque (NM) Times” Friday 12 Nov 
1937 p 13 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1583461:2376


 
Death of Edna Wilbanks Talley – “Jackson (TN) Sun” Friday 12 Nov 1937 p 2 

 
 
 



 
“Jackson (TN) Sun” Wednesday 16 Sep 1942 p 5 

 

 
Obituary of Charles S. Talley – “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Wednesday 20 Aug 1986 p 20 

 
 

 
Death notice of brother Eugene Watters Talley (1905-1978) – “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” 

Sunday 10 Sep 1978 p 34 



 

 
Obituary of Emalyn Schleifer Talley, widow of Eugene Talley – “Union City (TN) Commercial 

Courier” Friday1 3 Jun 1989 p 11 
 
 



  
Death of brother James Huddleston Talley (1911-1932) – left: “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” 

Monday 26 Dec 1932 p 9 and right: “Nashville (TN) Banner” Monday 26 Dec 1932 p 12 
 
 



 
TN death record of brother James Huddleston Talley - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2376/images/33113_257968-
02057?pId=826249 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Milton Charles Talley 
Name variations:  family biographies list as Charles Milton Talley  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private  
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Milton died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Union City, Obion TN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Milton Talley 



Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father C.S. Talley, Union City TN 
First buried on isle of Islay Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland, grave 35, as Milton Tully 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Milton Talley 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Co F, 20th Eng 
World War I draft registration (1917):  as Milton Talley - b. 28 Jul 1891 Union City TN; res: 2004 
St. Charles St., New Orleans LA. Single. Lumberman, Krauss Bros. Lumber Co., New Orleans LA. 
Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: name variations: Talley & Tully 
Born: 28 Jul 1891 
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Discharged:  date not listed  
Address:  Union City TN 
Rank/unit:   private, Co. h [sic], 20th Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 28 Jul 1891 Union City, Obion TN  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 175941951 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:   
Cemetery:  Union City, Obion TN 
Tombstone: inscription: he gave his life for his country  
 
Father: Charles Spencer Talley II (later Sr.), 19 Feb 1860 Obion, Obion TN – 1 Apr 1924 Union City, 
Obion TN. Son of Charles S. Talley I & Terresa M. --- . Buried in Beulah Cemetery, Union City, Obion 
TN. 
Find A Grave:  147127708 
 
Mother: Clara Huddleston Talley, 13 May 1864 Union City, Obion TN – 6 Mar 1940 Union 
City, Obion TN. Daughter of Milton C. Huddleston & Elizabeth D. Corum. Buried in Beulah 
Cemetery, Union City, Obion TN. 
Find A Grave:  147127728 
Parents’ marriage:  4 Mar 1885 Fulton, Fulton KY 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Milton Charles was the 3rd child 



• Ernestine Talley Reynolds, 20 Mar 1887 Union City, Obion TN – Oct 1976 Union City, Obion 
TN. Graduate of Union City (TN) Training School in 1905. Married 27 Dec 1905 in her 
parents’ home in Union City, Obion TN to Thomas Richard (“Tom”) Reynolds (1871 TN-1953 
TN, F: 71094212). Tom, widowed, had married his first wife, Estelle Clay (1870-1903) in 
1892. Ernestine is buried in East View Cemetery, Union City, Obion TN. F: 210676565. 

• Ruth Elizabeth Talley Brevard, May 1889 TN – 4 Jan 1915 Union City, Obion TN. Graduate of 
Union City (TN) Training School. Served as deputy county clerk under her father. Married 21 
Feb 1912 in Union City, Obion TN to Cyrus Winslow Brevard (1887-1957, F; 210516655). 
Died of lobar pneumonia. Buried in Beulah Cemetery, Union City, Obion TN. F: 210516671 

• Thurman Spencer Talley, 16 Oct 1895 Union City, Obion TN – 2 Aug 1948 Memphis, Shelby 
N. Ran for election as deputy county clerk during WWI, was elected, enliste din Army, then 
a substitute was named while he served. Husband of Alma Rae Burch (1902-1985, F: 
185134232) whom he married 5 Mar 1923 in Paducah, McCracken KY. Buried in Memorial 
Park Cemetery, Memphis, Shelby TN. F: 109114502 

• Theresa Mildred Talley Cummings Robinson, 17 Jul 1898 Union City, Obion TN – 22 Dec 
1979 Paducah, McCracken KY. – Married in Apr 1920 in TN to Roy Lee Cummings (7 Jan 
1874 Rives TN – 29 Jun 1961 Memphis, Shelby TN). Roy was the son of Virgil B. & Mary F. 
Cummings. According to his obituary, Roy is buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Jackson, 
Madison TN but is not on Find A Grave as of 2 Mar 2023. – Married to Robert Robinson 
(1892-1983, F: 62592608). Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Paducah, McCracken KY. F: 
69262154 

• Charles Spencer Talley III (later Jr.), 14 Sep 1901 Union City, Obion TN – 18 Aug 1986 
Memphis, Shelby TN. Married on 30 Dec 1923 in Obion Co. TN to Edna M. Wilbanks (ca. 
1903 TN – 11 Nov 1937 Albuquerque, Bernalillo NM, F: 79082610) where they had gone in 
hopes of recovering her health. Edna was the daughter of Hiram Wilbanks (F: 79082610) & 
Martha Viona Hall (F: 79082666). – Married Helen Jones (1919-1992, F: 183804197), who 
survived him. – Owner of Talley Brothes Lumber Co. Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Memphis, Shelby TN. F: 86302362  

• Eugene Watters (“Gene”) Talley, 2 Jun 1905 Union City, Obion TN – 9 Sep 1978 Obion, 
Obion TN. Husband of Emalyn Schleifer (1909-1989, F: 68192848).  Eugene is buried in East 
View Cemetery, Union City, Obion TN. F: 68192861 

• James Huddleston Talley, 8 Jan 1911 TN – 25 Dec 1932 TN. A star baseball & football athlete 
at Southwestern College in Memphis TN, he died at age 21 when the car he was driving hit a 
telephone pole on the Union City TN-Fulton KY highway. His car had been crowded off the 
road & overturned several times. Apparently uninjured, with no broken bones or bruises, he 
went home, but his small intestine had been ruptured & he died of peritonitis. Buried in 
Beulah Cemetery, Union City, Obion TN. F:147127674 

 
Notes:  
 
Namesake of the American Legion Post in Union City, Obion TN.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 



Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Jonesborough (TN) Herald & Tribune" 21 Feb 1918 p 1 - "most impressive ceremony ever held here" 
in Union City - all business suspended, 20 minutes of complete silence, pedestrians stood with 
uncovered heads, "Taps" played by 2 buglers, gun salute, flags at half-mast for Talley   
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Civil District 2, Obion Co. TN – surname is indexed as Toiby (Ancestry.com) & Tolby 
(FamilySearch) but appears to read Tally or Tolly 
Chas. S. Tally, 40 TN, Jul 1860, father b. TN, mother b. VA, married 15 years 
Clara, 35 TN, May 1865, parents b. TN, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Ernestine, 13 TN, Mar 1887 
Ruth, 11 TN, May 1889 
Milton, 8 TN, Jul 1891 
Thurman, 4 TN, Oct 1895 
Teresa, 1 TN, Jul 1898 
& servant Neal McMillan, 56 TN, Nov 1849, parents b. TN, single, Black, farm laborer 
[no one in the Talley family has an occupation – the majority of families on this page are 
Black] 
 
1910 Woodland Mills, Obion TN 
Chas. S. Talley, 50 TN, father b. TN, mother b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 25 years, farmer, 
farming 
Clara, 44 TN, parents b. TN, in 1st marriage 
Ruth, 20 TN, school teacher 
Milton, 18 TN, at school 
Thurman, 15 TN 
Thresa, 12 TN 
Chas. S. Jr., 8 TN 
Eugene, 4 TN 
 
 
 


