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TUSCANIA 
 

Tillman, Theodore Christopher 
1894 MN – 1969 MN 

 
 

 

 
 

Theodore Christopher Tillman, resident of 316 – 8th St. So., Minneapolis MN – “Minneapolis (MN) 
Star Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/181382577/ 

 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/181382577/
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-V71J-

P?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW31P-4V2M 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2665614:7316?tid=&pid=&queryId=ffdc87f0ef46007d3a4f6d6b92139a72&_phsrc=hF
B62516&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2665614:7316?tid=&pid=&queryId=ffdc87f0ef46007d3a4f6d6b92139a72&_phsrc=hFB62516&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2665614:7316?tid=&pid=&queryId=ffdc87f0ef46007d3a4f6d6b92139a72&_phsrc=hFB62516&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2665614:7316?tid=&pid=&queryId=ffdc87f0ef46007d3a4f6d6b92139a72&_phsrc=hFB62516&_phstart=successSource
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/23363091/person/13444423363/facts?_phsrc=hFB62544&_phstart=successSour
ce 
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[list continues] 

Death of mother in Hennepin County MN deaths – “Minneapolis Star” Monday 19 Jul 1937 p 4 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90184320:70873 

 
 

Stepfather: 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Daily Times” Tuesday 15 Jun 1897 p 2 

 
Half-siblings: 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Marriage of half-sister Gertrude M. Peters (1896-1954) to husband John William Hoynes -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91145388:70873 
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IN birth record for Mary Kathryn Hoynes, daughter of Gertrude Peters & John William Hoynes - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_356372-
02730?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=304632949 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_356372-02730?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=304632949
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_356372-02730?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=304632949
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IN birth record of Maxine Marie Hoynes - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_357271-
00325?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&pId=5821417 
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IN record of stillborn son, born & died 13 Jul 1926 in Hammond, Lake IN - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60871/images/40474_357780-
02117?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=680a3d93840142dcaee03227847388f8&usePUB=true

&_phsrc=hFB62572&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=153246716 
 
 

 
Death of John William Hoynes’s mother - “Hammond (IN) Times” Monday 2 Nov 1936 p 10 
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When Gertrude’s daughter Maxine M. Hoynes married Alfred S. Gzeszak on 14 Oct 1944 in Grand 
Rapids, Kent MI, Maxine lived at the 421 Blumrich Ave. NW, Grand Rapids MI address where her 

mother lived with husband Ferdinand S. Kull - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342215-

02210?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=680a3d93840142dcaee03227847388f8&usePUB=true
&_phsrc=hFB62571&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1355346106 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342215-02210?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=680a3d93840142dcaee03227847388f8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62571&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1355346106
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342215-02210?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=680a3d93840142dcaee03227847388f8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62571&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1355346106
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342215-02210?treeid=&personid=&hintid=&queryId=680a3d93840142dcaee03227847388f8&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62571&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true&pId=1355346106
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/43304455:60901 

 

  
Claim made to City of Minneapolis MN City Council – “Minneapolis Star” Monday 28 Mar 1932 p 14 
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Claim by Gertrude Peters Hoynes to City of Minneapolis disallowed in 13 May 1932 meeting by City 

Council – “Minneapolis Star” Wednesday 18 May 1932 p 14 
 
 

 
Listed as Mary G. Peters, marriage license with Ferdinand S. Kull – “Minneapolis Star” Tuesday 10 

Sep 1935 p 8 
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Mary G. Peters married Ferdinand S. Kull on 14 Sep 1935 in Hennepin Co. MN – www.moms.mn.gov  

 
 

 
Marriage of half-sister Anna Peters Cole to Frank James Thew - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1206486:70873?tid=&pid=&queryId=148bdabcda41cecb44e1295a32e5b06d&_phsr

c=hFB62541&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Friday 23 Jan 1931 p 13 

http://www.moms.mn.gov/
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1206486:70873?tid=&pid=&queryId=148bdabcda41cecb44e1295a32e5b06d&_phsrc=hFB62541&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1206486:70873?tid=&pid=&queryId=148bdabcda41cecb44e1295a32e5b06d&_phsrc=hFB62541&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1206486:70873?tid=&pid=&queryId=148bdabcda41cecb44e1295a32e5b06d&_phsrc=hFB62541&_phstart=successSource
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“Minneapolis Star” Friday 6 Dec 1935 p 32 

 

 
“Minneapolis Star” Thursday 22 Jul 1937 p 12 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name variations:  sometimes used name of stepfather Peters, but reverted to birthname of 
Tillman – Steven Schwartz listed him as Theodore G. Tillman  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private  
Serial number:  250,422 
Entered service from: Minneapolis, Hennepin MN   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Theodore C. Tillman 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Ida Peters, 316 S. 8th St., Minneapolis MN 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Theodore C. Tillman 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Ida Peters, 1508 - 3rd Ave., Minneapolis MN 
(PFC,16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Theodore Christopher Tillman - b. 18 Sep 1894 Good 
Thunder MN; res: 126 E. Jaxson, Mankato, Blue Earth MN. Single. Bartender for Hidde & Tillman, 
Mankato MN. Has dependent mother. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Theodore Christopher Tillman -  b. 18 Sep 1894 
Good Thunder MN; res: McPherson township, Blue Earth MN. Mailing address: St. Clair 
MN. NOK E. Danzer, Range St., Mankato MN. Employed by Otto E. Garms, RR 3, Janesville 
MN at McPherson township. “crooked finger on right hand” – Height: 5’8” – 185 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 13 Dec 1917  
Discharged:  8 Jun 1919 
Address:  Mankato MN 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Sep 1894 Good Thunder, Blue Earth MN  
Died: 20 Jan 1969 Stearns Co. MN    
Find A Grave record: 3510174 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 
Cemetery:  Fort Snelling National 
Tombstone:  PFC 16 Co 20 Engrs Fors / WWI 
 
Father:  Tillman was his mother’s birth/maiden surname. Ida Tillman married 
Andrew/Andreas Peters on 30 Oct 1895 so son Theodore Tillman was born when she was 
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not married to him. According to the 1910 census, Theodore’s father was born in Germany 
– but Ida reports this of all the children in the census. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Ida Tillman Peters, Mar 1873 St. James, Watonwan MN – Jul 1937 Minneapolis, 
Hennepin MN.  
Daughter of Charles John Tillman & Margaret Trampert. 
In the 1880 census, Ida Tillman (7 MN) lived with her parents Charles (36 Sweden) & 
Margret (26 IL) & siblings in Mankato, Blue Earth MN. 
Wife of Andreas Peters.  
In Ida's Find A Grave obituary, son Theodore [Tillman] is listed as T.C. Peters of St. Clair. 
Find A Grave:  156501901 
 
Stepfather: Andreas (Andrew) Peters, 9 Jun 1873 – 13 Jun 1897, drowned in the Blue Earth 
River 7 miles from Mankato, Blue Earth MN. Son of Joe Peters. At the time of his death, he 
had a butcher shop at 523 N. Front St., Mankato, Blue Earth MN; he, his wife & 1 child lived 
over the shop. After fishing for a group of friends, he had gone in the river & was about 
halfway across, 60 feet from his companions, when he threw up his hands in the air & sank 
out of sight. His obituary says he was survived by his wife & 1 child. Daughter Gertrude will 
be born in Jul 897. 
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 151016911 
Stepfather’s marriage: 30 Oct 1895 in Mankato, Blue Earth MN. Theodore Tillman was 13 
months old when Andreas & mother Ida Tillman married. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Half-siblings:  

• Gertrude M. (“Gertie”) Peters Hoynes Kull, 1896 [Find A Grave record] or Jul 1897 [1900 
census] Good Thunder, Blue Earth MN -   Mary G. Peters married John William Hoynes on 9 
Feb 1920 in Hennepin Co. MN. She was listed as single in the 1920 census for Minneapolis, 
Hennepin MN, conducted 14 Jan 1920, when her mother & sister Mary lived with her. – John 
William Hoynes was born 21 Apr 1881 in La Crosse Co. WI. On his WWI draft registration (3 
Sep 1918) in Bellingham WA, while en route as a switchman for the Barnum & Bailey circus, 
John gave his home address as 315 Court St., Albert Lea MN & his next-of-kind as Mrs. F.A. 
Stevens (Hannah Stevens) of Albert Lea MN. Hanna Stevens dies at John Hoynes’s home in 
Calumet City, Cook IL in Nov 1936. -  Gertrude & John Hoynes had 3 children, all born in 
Hammond, Lake IN: Mary Kathryn/Katherine Hoynes, b. 28 Jan 1921 – Maxine Mary Hoynes, 
b. 7 Dec 1922 Hammond, Lake IN – a stillborn son, b. & d. 13 Jul 1926. – Mary Kathryn 
married Brown & divorced. Mary died 2 Mar 1981 East Grand Rapids, Kent MI, buried in 
Mount Calvary Cemetery, Grand Rapids, Kent MI, F: 138958625. Maxine married Alfred 
Eugene Grzeszak (1921-1999, F: 167235138) on 14 Oct 1944 in Grand Rapids, Kent MI. 
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Maxine died 7 Sep 1999 & is buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, Grand Rapids, Kent MI, F: 
139298646. -  In the 1930 census for Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, Gertrude Hoynes, 
married, 33 MN, father b. Germany, mother b. MN lived with her children, Mary K. (9 IN, 
father b. WI, mother b. MN) & Maxine (7 IN, father b. WI, mother b. MN) on Spruce Place. 
Gertrude is a machine operator at a bag factory. - Gertrude married Ferdinand Samuel Kull 
(1880 Germany – 1953, F: 112221765). Listed as Mrs. Fred Kuhl of Grand Rapids MI in her 
mother Ida’s Jul 1937 obituary. – In the 1939 Grand Rapids MI city directory, Ferdinand S. 
Kull, a furniture worker, lives with wife Gertrude M. Kull at 761 Bridge NW. -  In the 1950 
census for Grand Rapids, Kent MI, Gertrude M. Kull (54 MN) lived at 421 Blumrich with 
Ferdinand Kull (70 Germany). Ferdinand is a machine operator at a furniture manufacturer. 
- Gertrude is buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, Grand Rapids, Kent MI. F: 139727290 

• Anna Peters Cole Thew, Nov 1898 MN - ?.  Cannot be Andreas Peters’s biological daughter 
as he died 13 Jun 1897.  - As Anna Cole, married Frank James Thew on 22 Jun 1931 in 
Hennepin Co. MN. Frank was born in Marietta OH, ca. 1900 (listed as age 35 in the 
newspaper account beow) or ca. 1904 (WWII draft registration on 14 Feb 1942 listing age as 
38 but not including a birthdate). - In the “Minneapolis Star” (Tribune?) 6 Dec 1935 p 32, 
Frank Thew, age 35, of 1435 – 1st Ave. S., Minneapolis MN is arrested after beating his wife, 
causing 2 broken bones in 1 leg & other injuries. He paid a $15 fine for assault & battery. 
She was hospitalized in Minneapolis General Hospital, listed in “fair” condition. Ann M. 
Thew filed for divorce from Frank J. Thew in Jul 1937 (“Minneapolis Star” 22 Jul 1937 p 12).  
Listed as Mrs. Frank Thew of Minneapolis MN in the Jul 1937 obituary of her mother Ida 
Peters. Frank J. Thew had married Helen Blake on 30 Mar 1927 in Hennepin Co. MN; she 
was granted a divorce in Oct 1929 in Hennepin Co. MN.  

• Mary Peters, ca. 1908 MN. Adopted daughter of Ida Peters. In 1910 census, reports father b. 
Norway & mother b. WI; in 1900 census, parents’ birthplaces listed as unknown. 

 
Notes:  
Online family trees contain many errors. Many miss the fact that Theodore used the 
surname “Peters” in early records. Lack of newspaper articles and obituaries prevent 
tracking family accurately. 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  721-12-9112 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 MN state census – Mankato, Blue Earth MN – conducted 25 Jun 1895 
Charles Tillman 
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Margaret [wife] 
Ida, 22 [daughter] 
Edward, 1 MN [this must be Theodore] 
 
1900 Mankato, Blue Earth MN – 317 N. 2nd St. 
Mrs. Ida Peters, 27 MN, Mar 1873, widow, father b. Sweden, mother b. MN, gave birth to 3 
children, 3 of whom are living,  no occupation 
Theodore Peters, 6 MN, Sep 1894, father b. Germany, mother b. MN 
Gertie Peters, 3 MN, Jul 1897, father b. Germany, mother b. MN  [i.e. born 1 month after 
Andreas Peters’s death] 
Anne, 2 MN, Nov 1898, father b. Germany, mother b. MN [this could not biologically be 
Andreas’s daughter who had died 17 months earlier] 
 
1905 MN state census – Mankato, Blue Earth MN – 120 S. 6th – conducted Jun 1905 
Ida Peters, 32 MN, father b. Sweden, mother’s birthplace indicipherable 
Theodore, 10 MN, father b. Ireland, mother b. MN 
Gertrude, 9 MN, father b. Ireland, mother b. MN 
Anna, 7 MN, father b. Ireland, mother b. MN 
 
1910 Mankato, Blue Earth MN – N. 4th St. 
Ida Peters, 36 MN, widow, father b. Sweden, mother b. NY, laundress, home, gave birth to 
4 children, 3 are living 
Theodore Peters, 16 MN, laborer, farm, father b. Germany, mother b. MN 
Gertie Peters, 13 MN, father b. Germany, mother b. MN 
Anna Peters, 12 MN, father b. Germany, mother b. MN 
Mary B., 2 MN, parents’ birthplaces unknown [adopted daughter] 
 
1920 Faribault MN – Front Ave. 
Theodore Tillman, 25 MN, parents b. Germany, candymaker in store 
Living with Hubert & Allice MCGuire 
 
1920 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – E. 15th St. So. – conducted 14 Jan 1920 – Gertrude 
marries John William Hoynes on 9 Feb 1920 in Hennepin Co. MN. 
Gertrude 23 MN, father b. Germany, mother b. MN, factory, knitting [head of household] 
Ida Peters, 49 MN, widow, father b. Sweden, mother b. WI, candy factory packer [mother] 
Marie, 12 MN, father b. Norway, mother b. WI [sister]  
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 cannot locate – in 1942 living in Mankato, Blue Earth MN 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 


