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TUSCANIA 
 

Thorstad, Alfred Carl 
1897 MN – 1976 NY 

 

 

 
birth & baptism of Alfred Carl Thorstadhttps://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/104608898/person/200041067298/facts 
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WWII enlist record 13 Oct 1942 claiming Alfred is Black - 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:K8YL-8KB 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/ark:/61903/1:1:K8YL-8KB
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Life: 
 
 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Ladysmith (WI) News-Budget” Friday 1 Dec 1922 p 4 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 11 Feb 1932 p 1 

 
Wife: 

 

 
WI birth record of Gladys Edna Willmert - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/16830:2544 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16830:2544
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16830:2544
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WI birth record of Gladys Edna Willmert - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/185486:61719 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/185486:61719
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/185486:61719


6 
 

 
Gladys Edna Willmert Warshnack – marriage to Alfred Carl Thorstad – 22 Sep 1951 Waukesha Co. 

WI - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/93000837:61484?tid=104608898&pid=202068076207&queryId=a93bb9435a

0663ecf562e54fe10cb0a9&_phsrc=hFB62412&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Daughter of Gladys Edna Willmert & her 1st husband, John Jacob Warshnack - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20480518:60901 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93000837:61484?tid=104608898&pid=202068076207&queryId=a93bb9435a0663ecf562e54fe10cb0a9&_phsrc=hFB62412&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93000837:61484?tid=104608898&pid=202068076207&queryId=a93bb9435a0663ecf562e54fe10cb0a9&_phsrc=hFB62412&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93000837:61484?tid=104608898&pid=202068076207&queryId=a93bb9435a0663ecf562e54fe10cb0a9&_phsrc=hFB62412&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20480518:60901
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91227782:61484 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91227782:61484
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WWII registration of 1st husband, John Jacob Warshnack - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10958424:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a496b0c42295ea1cb3782f862bdf9fa&
_phsrc=hFB62418&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10754909:60901 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10754909:60901
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/5080724:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=170500388ab619a98795a1ef4e4b6085&

_phsrc=hFB62421&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3432721:61483?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a496b0c42295ea1cb3782f862bdf9fa&
_phsrc=hFB62419&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

Father: 
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Funeral of father Ole Ingbert Thorstad – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Thursday 31 Aug 1939 

p 8 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Monday 28 Aug 1939 p 10 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Funeral of sister Bertha Caroline Thorstad Christensen (1888-1933) – attended by Alfred & 

Jennie Thorstad – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Thursday 16 Nov 1933 p 5 
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Sister Jane Edna Thorstad [later Heffernan] (1889-1959)  is at far right – “Shreveport (LA) 

Times” Thursday 9 Apr 1936 p 16 
 
 



15 
 

 
 
 

 
“Bastrop (LA) Daily Enterprise” Wednesday 12 Oct 1927 p 1 
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“Shreveport (LA) Journal” Monday 6 Apr 1926 p 16 

 
 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Saturday 2 Sep 1939 p 6 
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Meeting of the LA Association of Public Health Workers – “Shreveport (LA) Journal” Sunday 

3 Dec 1939 p 43 
 

 
“Jena (LA) Times” Thursday 2 Oct 1952 p 9 
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“Hammond (LA) Vindicator” Friday 19 Jun 1953 p 1 
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LA Public Health Association convention – “Shreveport (LA) Journal” Friday 20 Apr 1956 p 4 

 
 

 
“St. Tammay Farmer (Covington LA) Friday 24 Aug 1956 p 9 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 29 Jun 1960 p 17 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6697&h=1918162&ssrc=pt&tid=104608898&pid=200041088727

&usePUB=true 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900384931:6500 

 
 
 

 
Death of brother Clarence Ingbert Thorstad  (1891-1931) – “Monroe (LA) News-Star” 

Monday 18 May 1931 p 8 
 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6697&h=1918162&ssrc=pt&tid=104608898&pid=200041088727&usePUB=true
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6697&h=1918162&ssrc=pt&tid=104608898&pid=200041088727&usePUB=true
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6697&h=1918162&ssrc=pt&tid=104608898&pid=200041088727&usePUB=true
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900384931:6500
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“Monroe (LA) News-Star” Tuesday 26 May 1931 p 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brother Oscar Lewis Thorstad (1893-1970) – Find A Grave 113107676 
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Oscar finds brother Albert in a church in Germany - “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 8 

Dec 1967 p 15 
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Obituary of Oscar Lewis Thorstad – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 23 Dec 1970 

p 21 
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Obituary of brother George Henry Thorstad (1894-1963) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 

Saturday 9 Mar 1963 p 17 
 

 
Drowning death of sister Ella Josephine Thorstad (1900-1972) in Lake Alpine – “Oshkosh 

(WI) Northwestern” Thursday 17 Aug 1972 p 1 
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Location of Lake Alpine near Wautoma WI - 

https://www.co.waushara.wi.us/facilityview.aspx?fid=45&id=44906&catid=0 
 
 

 
Marriage of sister Clara Johanna Thorstad (1901-1981) to Louis M. Ziegenhagen – “Oshkosh 

(WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 1 Jun 1932 p 4 
 

https://www.co.waushara.wi.us/facilityview.aspx?fid=45&id=44906&catid=0
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Obituary of Louis M. Ziegenhagen – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 9 Mar 1972 p 

32 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
Name:  Alfred Carl Thorstad 
Name variations:  middle initial also found as “O” in Waushara Co. WI history 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C – private 1st class  
Serial number:  251,111 
Entered service from:  Wautoma, Waushara WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Alfred C. Thorstad 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Ole Thorstad, Wautoma WI 
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Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Alfred C. Thorstad 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Ole Thorstad, Wautoma WI (cpl, Co. F, 2nd Supply 
Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Wautoma WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Alfred Carl Thorstad – b. 23 Dec 1897 Brandon 
MN; res: 3731 W. Linden Place, Milwaukee WI. NOK Mrs. J.J. Warshnack, same address 
(landlady). Employed at Advance Transportation Co., 1227 N. 6th St., Milwaukee WI. “chin 
scar” – Height: 5’11” – 200 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: cannot locate record 
Enlisted:   
Discharged:   
Address:   
Rank/unit:     
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Dec 1897 Brandon, Douglas MN (23 Dec 1897 according to Social Security Death 
Index – he lists Brandon MN as his birthplace on his WWII registration)  
Died: 28 Sep 1976 Oakdale, Suffolk NY   
Find A Grave record: 103130194 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY 
Cemetery:  Long Island National 
Tombstone: not pictured: described in Find A Grave text as: US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Ole Ingbert Johnson Thorstad , 1 Jun 1858 Mount Morris, Waushara WI – 20 Aug 
1929 Wautoma, Waushara WI. Son of John Johnson Thorstad & Britha (“Betsy”) Oldsdatter 
Teigen [also found as Johnson]. Buried in Mount Morris Holden Lutheran Cemetery, Mount 
Morris, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave:  81399527 
 
Mother: Christina [Kristine] Larsdatter (Larson in U.S. usage) or Jensdotter Thorstad, 6 Sep 
1860 Bergen, Bergen commune, Hordaland fylke, Norway – 8 May 1923 Mount Morris, 
Waushara WI. Daughter of James (Jens) Larsen (1829-1914) & Caroline (Kari) 
Johannesdatter Bakken (1835-1888). Buried in Mount Morris Holden Lutheran Cemetery, 
Mount Morris, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave:  113107620 
Parents’ marriage:  27 Jan 1886 Waushara Co. WI 
 
Spouse: Gladys Edna Willmert Warshnack Thorstad, 25 Sep 1901 Waushara Co. WI – 1 Sep 
1978 Oakdale, Suffolk NY. SSN 394-14-8580.  
Daughter of Gustav A. Willmert (1874-1942, F: 110301439) & Clara D. Belzer (1874-1958, F: 
110304122).  
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In the 1910 census for Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, Gladys (8 WI) lived with her parents 
Gustave Willmert (35 Germany) & Clara (35 WI) & her siblings. 
Gladys married John Jacob Warshnack on 6 Aug 1921 in Milwaukee Co. WI. John Jacob 
Warshnack was born 25 Dec 1892 in Port Washington, Ozaukee WI & died 10 Sep 1949 in 
Milwaukee Co. WI. John was the son of Frank Warshnack (b. 17 Apr 1879 Austria, arrived in 
US in 1911, naturalized 22 Oct 1919 WI, died 1 Aug 1895 Springwells, Wayne MI) & 
Josephine Laurich. 
Gladys & John’s daughter, Audrey Gladys Warshnack, was born 2 Jun 1922; Audrey married 
Harold T. Mair (F: 193769338) on 27 Jul 1946 in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.  Audrey later 
married an Andrews. 
In the1933 Milwaukee WI city directory, John J. Warshnack (wife Gladys) was a clerk for the 
Railway Express Agency; they lived at 513 – 35th.  
When Alfred Thorstad registered for the WWII draft, he listed his landlady, Mrs. Gladys 
Warshnack, as the person who would know his address. He resided at 3731 W. Linden 
Place, Milwaukee WI. Glady’s husband, John Jacob Warshnack, registered from the same 
address. 
In the 1950 census, Gladys E. Warshnack, 48 WI, widow, lived with her married daughter 
Audrey Gladys Warshnack Mair, Audrey’s husband Harold T. Mair & her 2 grandsons in 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Alfred Thorstad was a lodger there. 
Buried in Long Island National Cemetery, East Farmingdale, Suffolk NY. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  2836626 
Marriage: 22 Sep 1951 Waushara Co. WI 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• James Johannes Thorstad, 23 Oct 1886 Urness, Douglas MN – 6 May 1918 Marion, 
Waushara WI. Buried in Mount Morris Holden Lutheran Cemetery, Mount Morris, Waushara 
WI. F: 113107763 

• Bertha Caroline Thorstad Christensen, 5 Jun 1888 Urness, Douglas MN – 8 Nov 1933 Mount 
Morris, Waushara WI. Married 7 Mar 1915 in Holden Lutheran Church, Mount Morris, 
Waushara WI to Louis Silas Christensen (1885-1977, F: 100201616). Buried in Mount 
Morris Holden Lutheran Cemetery, Mount Morris, Waushara WI. F: 100201615 

• Jane Edna (“Jennie”) Thorstad Heffernan, 29 Dec 1889 Urness, Douglas MN – 26 Jun 1859 
New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA. She was baptized Jennie Emilie Thorstad on 9 Feb 1890 in 
the Elbow Lake MN Lutheran church. Became a public health nurse, very active in 
Louisiana. The state observed a moment of silence the year after her death in her memory. 
She used the name Miss Jane Thorstad in newspaper articles until 1950s, but according to 
records “Jennie Edna Little [or that is how it is indexed} married Hugh Nelson Heffernan in 
Oct 1933 in New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA. He was a bacteriologist for the LA State 
Health Department, born 8 Feb 1886 TX, died 23 Jun 1950 Orleans Parish LA. He was the 
son of Edward Stephen Heffernan (1858-1909, F: 157000859) & Bell Harrington & had 
earlier married Florence Carr Hitchler on 1 Oct 1918 in New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA.  

• Clarence Ingbert Thorstad, 21 Aug 1891 Urness, Douglas MN – 14 Aug 1931 Oshkosh, 
Winnebago MN. Married 7 Apr 1920 in Holden Lutheran Church, Mount Morris, Waushara 
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WI to Stella Goldena Simonson (1891-1974, F: 100201891). According to one newspaper 
article, he died from an infection following a cut on his hand. Buried in Mount Morris 
Holden Lutheran Cemetery, Mount Morris, Waushara WI. F: 100201886 

• Oscar Lewis Thorstad, 8 May 1892 Alexandria, Douglas MN – 22 Dec 1970 Oshkosh, 
Winnebago WI. Recipient of the Purple Heart in WWI. Buried in Mount Morris Holden 
Lutheran Cemetery, Mount Morris, Waushara WI. F: 113107676 

• George Henry Thorstad, 27 Oct 1894 or 1895 Urness, Douglas MN – 18 Feb 1963 
Bremerton, Kitsap WA. Buried in Mount Morris Holden Lutheran Cemetery, Mount Morris, 
Waushara WI. F; 113107777 

• Ella Josephine Thorstad, 30 Mar 1900 Urness [or Brandon], Douglas MN – 16 Aug 1972 
Mount Morris, Waushara Co. WI (drowned in Lake Alpine). Baptized 6 May 1900 in St. Petri 
Lutheran Church, Elbow Lake MN. She had been missing for a few hours & her body was 
found in Lake Alpine near Wautoma WI. Ella lived across from the lake with her sister, 
Clara Thorstad Ziegenhagen. Buried in Mount Morris Holden Lutheran Cemetery, Mount 
Morris, Waushara WI. F: 113107754 

• Clara Johanna Thorstad Ziegenhagen, 9 Dec 1901 Marion, Waushara WI – 26 Mar 1981 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI. Married 28 May 1932 in Waushara Co. WI to Louis M. 
Ziegenhagen (1905-1972, F: 110209868). Buried in Hope Lutheran Cemetery, Wautoma, 
Waushara WI. F: 110209894 

 
Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/104608898/person/200041067298/facts 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
enlisted in U.S. Army 13 Oct 1942 Milwaukee WI, single, b. 1897 MN, listed as "black" race 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 387-09-7449 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 MN state census – Douglas Co. MN 
Ole J. THORSTEAD, 36 WI, farmer 
Christina, 34 Norway 
James J., 8 MN 
Bertha C., 6 MN 
Jennie E., 5 MN 
Clarence J., 3 MN 
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Oscar L., 2 MN 
George H., 6 months MN 
& John Johnson, 24 MN, farm laborer 
 
1900 Marion, Waushara WI 
 
1905 WI state census – Marion, Waushara WI 
Ola Thorstad, 47 WI, parents b. Norway, farmer 
Christina, 44 Norway, parents b. Norway 
James, 18 MN, laborer 
Bertha, 17 MN, laborer 
Jennie, 15 MN 
Clarence, 13 MN 
Oscar, 12 MN 
George, 10 MN 
Alfred, 7 MN 
Ella, 5 MN 
Clara, 3 WI 
[for the children: father b. WI, mother b. Norway] 
 
1910 Marion, Waushara WI 
O.J. Thorstadf, 51 WI, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Christiana, 49 Norway, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 9 children, 9 are 
living 
James, 23 MN, attending college 
Bertha, 22 MN, housekeeper, school 
Jennie, 21 MN, attending college 
Clarance, 18 MN, farm labor, home farm 
Oskar, 17 MN, farm labor, home farm 
George, 15 MN 
Alferd, 13 MN 
Ella, 10 MN 
Clara, 8 WI 
 
1920 not certain – might he be the Alfred Trostad, 22 MN, parents b. Norway, single, 
laborer, steel mill, boarder (line 29)? 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 cannot locate definitively 
 
1950 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 3731 W. Linden 
Harold T. Mair, 28 WI, produce manager, retail grocery 
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Audrey G. Mair, 27 WI [wife] 
Michael S. Mair, 2 WI [son] 
Gregory D. Mair, Aug 1949 [son] 
Gladys E. Warshnack, 48 WI, widow [mother-in-law] 
Alfred Thorsted, 52 MN, never married, truck driver, transportation [lodger]  
 

TUSCANIA 


