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TUSCANIA 
 

Thorson, Stener Qvale 
1891 WI – 1972 MN 

     
 

 
Death of Stener Qvale Thorson – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Wednesday 30 Aug 1972 p 2 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VQRY-

R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQRG-GS2M 
 

Life: 
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Stener was born in 1891 – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Friday 8 Jun 1900 p 4 – the 

story ran statewide in several versions 
 

 
“Benton (WI) Morning Times” Friday 31 Aug 1900 p 5 

 
 

 

 
Tuscania passenger Stener Qvale Thorson is listed as Steven Hugh Thorson – “Eau Claire 

(WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Sargent (NE) Leader” Thursday 16 Sep 1965 p 4 

 
Wife: 
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Marriage to Mabel E. Ottun - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1198203:61484?ssrc=pt&tid=105962582&pid=282390228462 
 

 
“Custer County Republican” (Broken Bow NE) Friday 16 Feb 1912 p 5 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1198203:61484?ssrc=pt&tid=105962582&pid=282390228462
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1198203:61484?ssrc=pt&tid=105962582&pid=282390228462
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“Sargent (NE) Leader” Thursday 11 Jul 1918 p 4 

 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 27 Aug 1950 p 45 

 

 
“Sargent (NE) Leader” Thursday 23 Aug 1951 p 4 
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“Sargent (NE) Leader” Thursday 23 Aug 1951 p 2 

 
 

  

  

  
“Custer County Chief” (Broken Bow NE) Monday 27 Aug 1951 p 2 
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“Custer County Chief” (Broken Bow NE) Friday 1 Mar 1901 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/321572404:1788 
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Wedding of son Donald Stener Thorson to Joyce M. Crandall on 17 Jun 1949 in Des Moines, Polk IA – 

“Des Moines (IA) Register” Tuesday 21 Jun 1949 p 9 
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“Des Moines (IA) Tribune” Friday 17 Jun 1949 p 15 
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Engagement – “Des Moines (IA) Register” Sunday 26 Dec 1948 p 29 
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“Des Moines (IA) Register” Sunday 28 Dec 1952 p 34 
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Obituary of daughter Naomi Leone Thorson Fechtelkotter (1929-2018) - https://www.lenroot-
maetzold.com/obituary/norma-fechtelkotter 

 

 

 
Norma Leone Thorson – Superior (WI) Central High School, 1947 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/32564_B039108-
00040?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62387&_phstart=successSource&pId=9

7825139 
 

https://www.lenroot-maetzold.com/obituary/norma-fechtelkotter
https://www.lenroot-maetzold.com/obituary/norma-fechtelkotter
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/32564_B039108-00040?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62387&_phstart=successSource&pId=97825139
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/32564_B039108-00040?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62387&_phstart=successSource&pId=97825139
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/32564_B039108-00040?treeid=&personid=&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62387&_phstart=successSource&pId=97825139
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Birth record of NORMA (not Norman) Leone Thorson – 27 Sep 1929 St. Louis Co. MN - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2538:9196?tid=&pid=&queryId=9e4fd460cf6e476bbc0f5e32a692851c&_phsrc=hFB6

2388&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Father: 
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Father Theodore Magnus Thorson, U of WI College of Law 1887 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2203/images/41198_2221301230_6994-
00210?pId=6083498 
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“Superior (WI) Times” Saturday 2 Apr 1892 p 3 

 
 
 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Tuesday 16 Mar 1897 p 2 
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“Superior (WI) Times” Saturday 20 Mar 1897 p 3 

 

 
“Superior (WI) Times” Saturday 2 Apr 1898 p 3 
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“Superior (WI) Times” Saturday 7 Mar 1903 p 3 

 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 14 Jul 1913 p 5 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Sunday 30 May 1937 p 12 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/136540:60722?tid=105962582&pid=280049369713&queryId=7e25bba06a3c
622f20b184cf17c47d33&_phsrc=hFB62392&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/136540:60722?tid=105962582&pid=280049369713&queryId=7e25bba06a3c622f20b184cf17c47d33&_phsrc=hFB62392&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/136540:60722?tid=105962582&pid=280049369713&queryId=7e25bba06a3c622f20b184cf17c47d33&_phsrc=hFB62392&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/136540:60722?tid=105962582&pid=280049369713&queryId=7e25bba06a3c622f20b184cf17c47d33&_phsrc=hFB62392&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1772816:61484?tid=105962582&pid=280049369713&queryId=36a83e6da2e
14e14c4febed32b6a35d5&_phsrc=hFB62394&_phstart=successSource 

 
Mother: 
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Fire death of mother Gauthild Qvale Thorson – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 2 

Feb 1937 p 2 – this story was published in numerous Wisconsin newspapers 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 3 Feb 1937 p 2 
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Harry Vicklun was married to Gauthild’s daughter, Evelyn Thorson – “Stevens Point (WI) 

Journal” Wednesday 3 Feb 1937 p 8 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Sister Vera Thorson Hoseid (1893-1984) – Find A Grave 115708986 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Stener Qvale Thorson 
Name variations:  Steven – baptized as Stener Arthur  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,887 
Entered service from: Superior, Douglas WI  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Stener Q. Thorson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father T.M. Thorson, Rte 2, Station B, Superior WI 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Stener Q. Thorson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Theodore M. Thorson, RFD 2, Station B, Superior 
WI (PFC, 18th Co,, 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Stener Qvale Thorson - b. 19 Dec 1891 Superior WI; 
res: RFD 2, Sta B, Superior, Douglas WI. Single. Farmer for self, town of Superior WI. 
Height: 5’10” – 151 lbs.  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Stener Qvale Thorson - b. 19 Dec 1891 Superior 
WI; res: Sta B, Foute 2, Superior, Douglas WI. Employed by School District #1, Town of 
Summitt, Forborn, Douglas WI. Height: 5’9 ½” – 160 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 14 Dec 1917   
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  1514 – 17th St., Superior WIIW 
Rank/unit:    private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  19 Dec 1891 Superior [or West Superior], Douglas WI  
Died: 27 Aug 1972 Duluth, St. Louis Co. MN (in a Duluth hospital, of injuries suffered in a 
car accident on US Hwy 53 near Duluth on 13 Jul 1972)    
Find A Grave record: 38191065 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Superior, Douglas WI 
Cemetery:  Riverside 
Tombstone:  not pictured: inscription reported as: Wisconsin PFC 18th Co. 20th Engineers 
WWI  
 
Father:  Theodore Magnus Thorson, 1863 WI – 1942. Son of Stener Thorson & Trine Andria 
Petersdatater Haugen. Obtained a law degree from the U of WI College of Law in 1887. 
 Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Superior, Douglas WI 
Find A Grave:  38191066 
 
Mother: Gauthild Signy Staledatter Qvale Thorson, 23 Jul 1864 Norway – 2 Feb  1937 near 
Dewey, Douglas Co. WI. Daughter of Gaut (Gouth) Gautsson Qvale & Sevrine (Severine) 
Bergette Olsen Staledatter. She had escaped her burning farmhouse but went back into 
her bedroom to retrieve some things and found herself trapped and died in the fire. 
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According to Ancestry.com, had a twin. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Superior, Douglas 
WI 
Find A Grave:  38191062 
Parents’ marriage:  14 Oct 1890 Douglas Co. WI  
 
Spouse:  Mabel E. Ottun Thorson, 30 Sep 1894 NE – 26 Mar 1984 Poplar, Douglas WI. 
Daughter of Julius Nicolaus Ottun (1870 MN – 1957 MN, F: 181320729) & Anna Louise 
Ellingson (1873 WI – 1951 MN, F: 181320581). Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Superior, 
Douglas WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  38191063 
Marriage: 11 Aug 1920 Douglas Co. WI. 
 
Children: 

• Donald Stener Thorson, 21 Jan 1926 WI - ,    Married 17 Jun 1949 in St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Des Moines, Polk IA to Joyce M. Crandall, the daughter of Warren Fout Crandall 
(1896-1964, F: 107626744) & Ann Beatrice Linneer (1901-1994, F: 107626762).  Resident of 
Brookfield, Waukesha WI.  

• Norma Leone Thorson Fechtelkotter, 27 Sep 1929 Duluth, St. Louis Co. MN – 7 May 2018 
Poplar, Douglas WI. Wife of LeRoy Elmer Fechtelkotter (1927-2005, F: 96238222) whom she 
married 30 Dec 1955. Buried in Poplar Cemetery, Poplar, Douglas WI. F: 189557652 

 
Siblings:  

• Vera Thorson Hoseid, 19 Jul 1893 Superior, Douglas WI – 25 Oct 1984 Hudson, St. Croix WI. 
Wife of Cornelius (“Neal”) Hoseid (1886-1977, F: 115708968). Buried in Martell Lutheran 
Cemetery, Martell, Pierce WI. F: 115708986 

• Sidney Valentine Thorson, 14 Feb 1898 West Superior, Douglas Wi – 25 Feb 1979 Beloit, 
Rock WI. Married in 1925 to Stella M. Hayter (1903-1969, F: 145855690). – Married in 1973 
to Florence Latta (1904-1991, F: 95346253) who later married Everett McKinney (1902-
1952, F: 95346241). Buried in Floral Lawn Cemetery, South Beloit, Winnebago WI. F: 
145855703 

• Evelyn Alta Thorson Vicklun, 28 Oct 1905 WI – 6 Nov 1963 Superior, Douglas WI. Married in 
1927 to Harry Vicklun (1890-1970, F; 38708512). Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Superior, 
Douglas WI. F: 38708511. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
Baptized 3 Jul 1892 as Stener Arthur Thorson, Concordia Lutheran Church, Superior, 
Douglas Wi 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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"La Crosse Tribune" 30 Aug 1972 p 2 - Superior resident Stener Q. Thorson, age 80, died 27 
Aug in a Duluth hospital of injuries suffered in a car accident 13 Jul on US 53 near Duluth 
 
Social Security number: 391-10-6024 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Superior, Douglas WI 
Theodore W. Thorson, 24 WI, Jun 1865, parents b. Norway, married 9 years, lawyer 
Gautie, 32 Norway, Jul 1867, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Stener Q., 8 WI, Dec 1891, at school 
Vera C., 6 WI, Jul 1893, at school 
Sidney, 2 Wi, Feb 1898 
& mother Severine Qvale, 66 Norway, Mar 1864, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 12 
children, 7 are living 
 
1905 WI state census 
 
1910 Superior, Douglas WI 
Theodore Thorson, 46 WI, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, married 19 years, farmer, 
farm 
Gauthild, 44 Norway, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Stenea A., 18 WI, attending school [i.e. Stener Qvale – baptized as Stener Arthur] 
Vera K., 16 WI, attending school 
Sidney V., 12 WI, attending school 
Evelyn A., 4 Wi, attending school 
& mother Mrs. Sevarine Qvale [misindexed as Avalo], 75 Norway, parents b., Norway, 
widow, no occupation 
 
1920 Superior, Douglas WI – conducted 2 Feb 1920 
Theodore M. Thorson, 56 WI, parents b. Norway, farmer, general farm 
Gauthild, 53 Norway, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1870, naturalized 1890 
Stener Q [the Q misread as O], 28 WI, single, farm laborer, home farm 
Sidney V., 21 WI, single, farm laborer, home farm 
Evelyn A., 14 WI 
 
1930 Superior, Douglas WI – conducted 16 Apr 1930 
Stener Q. [misread as G.] Thorson, 38 WI, father b. WI, mother b. Norway, age 28 at 1st 
marriage, teacher, country school, WWI veteran 
Mabel E., 35 NE, father b. MN, mother b. WI, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Donald A., 4 WI 
Norma L., 6 months WI 
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1940 Superior, Douglas WI – same house in 1935 
Stener Thorson, 49 Wi, farmer, own farm 
E. Mabel, 45 NE 
S. Donald, 14 WI 
L. Norma, 10 WI 
 
1950 Superior, Douglas WI 
S.O. Thorson, 58 Wi, tower man, railway 
Mabel, 56 NE, intermediate teacher, country school 
 


