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TUSCANIA   

 

Tuscania casualty 
Thompson, Tula B. 

1894/1895 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 

       
Tula B. Thompson – left: “Elk City (OK) News” 21 Feb 1918 p 1  
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Tula B. Thompson - “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK 3 Mar 1918 p 25 
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Tula B. Thompson – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA, published in Elk City (OK) News” 21 

Feb 1918 p 1 
 
 



4 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12466378/person/-

254076207/media/96be43ff-e562-443e-ba6a-
1b63faabffaf?_phsrc=hFB62265&_phstart=successSource 

 
Tula B. Thompson & friend – 1912 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/12466378/person/-254076207/media/1136cee7-350b-4fae-b23f-
24c724497c1d?_phsrc=hFB62264&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12466378/person/-254076207/media/1136cee7-350b-4fae-b23f-24c724497c1d?_phsrc=hFB62264&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12466378/person/-254076207/media/1136cee7-350b-4fae-b23f-24c724497c1d?_phsrc=hFB62264&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/12466378/person/-254076207/media/1136cee7-350b-4fae-b23f-24c724497c1d?_phsrc=hFB62264&_phstart=successSource
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“Elk City (OK) News-Democrat” Thursday 26 May 1921 p 3 
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“Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 26 May 1921 p 2 
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Tula’s grave in the Port Charlotte cemetery, isle of Islay, Scotland – cemetery no longer in existence 

– courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Tula’s tombstone at home – the only place where “R” is listed as his middle intiial – courtesy of 

Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Tula was lost on the Tuscania, not the Tusicana – “Cornell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 26 May 1921 p 1 

 
 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VQCQ-
Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7G5-VDMM 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-V3DB- 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VQCQ-Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7G5-VDMM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VQCQ-Y?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7G5-VDMM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-V3DB-
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JQ27?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A4FYW-6TPZ 
 

Life: 
 
 

 
Canute OK news: “Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 10 Apr 1913 p 7  

   
[article continues}    - “Cornell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 4 Oct 1917 p 1 
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“Winfield (KS) Daily Courier” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Elk City (OK) News-Democrat” Thursday 29 May 1924 p 1 
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“Elk City (OK) Journal” Thursday 1 May 1941 p 8 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Wife? 
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Jessie May Swehla - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543787895/media/f9b1cc6e-7a85-4120-8e44-701248784a29 
 
 

 
https://swehla-family.tripod.com/id15.html 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30993436/person/12543787895/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543787895/media/f9b1cc6e-7a85-4120-8e44-701248784a29
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543787895/media/f9b1cc6e-7a85-4120-8e44-701248784a29
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/30993436/person/12543787895/facts
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[article continues] 

Note that in Aug 1915 Jessie is using her maiden surname – “Elk County (OK) News-Democrat” 
Thursday 26 Aug 1915 p 3 
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“Elk City (OK) News-Democrat” Thursday 11 May 1916 p 1 

 

 
Canute OK news: “Elk City (OK) News-Democrat” Thursday 12 Jul 1917 p 2 

 

 
“Marion (KS) Review” Thursday 3 Apr 1919 p 5 
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Jessie married Charles Elmer (C.E.) Brady - “Marion (KS) Record” Thursday 16 Oct 1919 p 1 

 

 
Charles Elmer Brady (C.E.) - “Marion (KS) Record” Thursday 16 Oct 1919 p 4 

 

 
This time, C.E. Brady is correct but Jessie Swelba is misspelled – “Marion (KS) Review” Thursday 16 

Oct 1919 p 1 
 
 

 
[list continues] 

 
Jessie died in 1920 ? - “Neosho Rapids (KS) Record” Wednesday 30 May 1923 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Jessie%20May_Swehla%20Thompson&birth=1897_spil

lville-winneshiek-iowa-usa_43335&death=1920_los%20angeles-los%20angeles-california-
usa_68337&child=Caroline%20May_Thompson&father=Mathias_Swehla&gender=f&mother=Frone

y&residence=_Calmar%20%20Spillville%20towns-Winneshiek-Iowa&residence2=_washita-
custer-oklahoma-

usa_74913&searchType=t&sibling=Charley_Swehla&sibling2=Charlie_Swehla&sibling3=Fredrik_S
wehla&sibling4=Benjamin_Swehla&sibling5=Ben%20L_Swehla&sibling6=Alberth_Swehla&sibling7

=Alberrt%20M_Swehla&spouse=Tula%20B_Thompson&treePerson=30993436_12543787895 
 
 
Daughter (?) 
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Obituary of Carrie May Swehla [Thompson?] Jewett’s husband Samuel E. Jewett – “Wichita (KS) 

Eagle” Thursday 8 Feb 1979 p 33 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Father John V. Thompson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543773929/media/7d60c1ed-9e34-46d0-b21b-3b4d93ddf911 
 

 
“Sentinel (OK) Leader” Thursday 28 Jun 1923 p 8 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543773929/media/7d60c1ed-9e34-46d0-b21b-3b4d93ddf911
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543773929/media/7d60c1ed-9e34-46d0-b21b-3b4d93ddf911
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“Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 15 Mar 1928 p 1 
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“Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 26 Mar 1931 p 8 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Mother: 
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Mother Rachel Alice Townsend Thompson – Find A Grave 80261382 

 

 
Rachel Alice Townsend Thompson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543773930/media/8d838a05-088c-4aa5-b1ee-fdc0fe0ab4ee 
 

 
“Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 11 Nov 1920 p 9 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543773930/media/8d838a05-088c-4aa5-b1ee-fdc0fe0ab4ee
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/30993436/person/12543773930/media/8d838a05-088c-4aa5-b1ee-fdc0fe0ab4ee
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“Sentinel (OK) Leader” Thursday 12 Jul 1923 p 1 

 

 
Divorce of parents – mother sues on grounds of desertion & abandonment – “Cordell (OK) Beacon” 

Thursday 23 Feb 1933 p 6 
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“Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 27 Apr 1933 p 1 
 

 
Obituary of mother Rachel Alice Townsend Thompson – “Sentinel (OK) Leader” Thursday 21 Jan 

1943 p 4 
 
 

Siblings: 
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TX death record of sister Mittie Lou Thompson Morris (1889-1964) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/556356:2272 

 

 
Marrige of Mittie Lou Thompson to Cisero Ewing Morris – “Elk City (OK) News-Democrat” Thursday 

23 Mar 1916 p 2 
 

 
“Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 13 Jan 1921 p 8 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/556356:2272
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“Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 1 Mar 1956 p 6 

 

 
“Cordell (OK) Beacon” Thursday 28 Jun 1956 p 7 
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Sister Linnie Victoria Thompson Hefner (1893-1985) – Find A Grave 38298441 

 

 
Divorce petition of Linnie Victoria Thompson Hefner – “Oklahoma City (OK) Daily Law Journal” 

Friday 28 Aug 1936 p 1 
   
 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Tula B. Thompson 
Name variations:  Tula R. on tombstone – Tulla B. on Tuscania passenger list  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 56th Co.- private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Tula died without a number 
Entered service from:  Dill, Washita OK 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Tulla [sic] B. Thompson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Alice Thompson, RR 1, Madill OK 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland, grave 19, as Tulla B. 
Thompson 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" from Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland, arriving 
Hoboken NJ 7 Aug 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Tulla B. Thompson 
Rank & unit on return ship: private, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Tula B. Thompson - b. 25 Oct 1894 Freestone TX; 
res: Dill City, Washita OR. Single. Farming for father & mother 5 ½ miles NW of Dill City OK. 
Claimed exemption from draft: “Yes, health” – medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: born 25 Oct 1894, died 5 Feb 1918, middle initial B. 
Enlisted:  date not recorded 
Discharged:   
Address:  Marion KS 
Rank/unit:    private, Camp Travis Detachment #1 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Oct 1895 Freestone, Freestone TX (or 24 Oct 1894 according to Veterans 
Administration Military Index & other sources)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania    
Find A Grave record: 57194489 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Oklahoma Pvt US Army    
 
Father: John V. Thompson, Oct 1863 TX – 14 May 1939 [according to his wife’s obituary]. He 
was listed in the 1920 census in Dill, Washita OK, which was conducted 6 Jan 1920. Burial 
location unknown. Find A Grave record claims he was cremated. F: 92704803  
 
Mother: Rachel Alice Townsend Thompson, 5 Oct 1871 Tarrant Co. TX – 15 Jan 1943 (likely 
OK). In the 1930 census, Rachel Thompson (55 TX), claims to be widowed. She is living in 
Pocasset, Grady OK with Cicero E. & Mittie Morris [her daughter Mittie Thompson]. Buried 
in South Burns Cemetery, Dill City, Washita OK. 
Mother Find A Grave:  80261382 
Parents’ marriage:  1887 TX – also found as Jan 1889 in her obituary. Rachel petitioned for a 
divorce in Feb 1933 claiming desertion. 
 
Spouse: Jessie May Swehla Thompson Brady Razor, 10 Nov 1897 Winneshiek Co. IA – 18 
Mar 1920 or 23 Mar 1920 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. 
Jessie’s father is Mathias Swehla (19 Mar 1861 Calmar, Winneshiek IA – 10 Jul 1935 Marion, 
Marion KS, according to F: 65937042) or Mike Swehla (19 Feb 1861 IA – 12 Jul 1936, F: 
132778153). He is buried in Marion Cemetery, Marion, Marion KS.  
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Jessie’s mother is Veronica (Froney/Fronce) Fisher/Fischer (4 Feb 1861 Calmar, 
Winneshiek IA – 20 Feb 1935 Canute, Washita OK, F: 65937090) or Fronce/Fronie (4 Feb 
1861 IA – 20 Feb 1935, F: 132778085). She is also buried in Marion Cemetery, Marion, 
Marion KS.  
Lack of documentation on Jessie. Her marriage to Tula B. Thompson is based on online 
family tree information. Tula reported he was single on his 5 Jun 1917 draft registration. His 
Veterans Administration Military Index card reports his address is Marion KS – which 
agrees with Jessie’s data for the time period. 
Newspaper articles show Jessie was listed at this time period as “Miss Jessie Swehla.” She 
is listed in newspapers as Jessie Swehla when she obtains a marriage license & marries 
Charles Elmer Brady in Marion, Marion KS on 8 Oct 1919. He is a resident of Peabody KS & 
she of Marion KS at the time. Charles Elmer Brady was born 25 Mar 1898 in Grenola, Elk KS 
& died 4 Dec 1965. He is buried in Memorial Lawn Cemetery, Arkansas City, Cowley KS, F: 
43791277. 
In the 1920 census for Peabody, Marion KS, C.E. Brady (21 KS), father b. MO, mother b. IA, 
a laborer, tool dresser, lives with his wife Jesse (23 IA, parents b. IA). This census is 
conducted 28/29 Jan 1920. 
So – between the end of January, Jessie is supposed to have married William Razor & died 
in California at the end of March. 
 
Buried in Marion Cemetery, Marion, Marion KS. Tombstone reads: Jessie Swehla Razor. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 132590968 & 65937890. Birth & death dates differ on records.  The 
latter record indicates she was married to Tula B. Thompson & they had a daughter, then 
married to Charles Brady, then to William Razor. as death date of 18 Mar 1920 
Spouse marriage;  
 
Child (?): by wife (?) Jessie May Swehla 

• Caroline (Carrie) May Swehla [Thompson] Jewett, 11 Jun 1915 Elk City, Beckham OK – 25 
Dec 1972 Marion, Marion KS. In the 1920 census, Carie Swehla (3 years 6 months KS) is 
listed as the daughter of Mike Swehla (62 IA) & Fronie Swehla (61 IA) – a biological 
impossibility. She lives with them & their son Albert Swehla (26) in Marion, Marion KS. This 
census was enumerated 8 Jan 1920. – In the 1930 census for Marion, Marion KS, 13-year-
old Carrie Swehla (13 OK), now listed as a granddaughter, lives with grandparents Mike & 
Fronce Swehla - Married 25 Dec 1932 in Cottonwood Falls, Chase KS to Samuel E. Jewett 
(1905-1979, F: 147283647). Buried in Grant Cemetery, Marion, Marion KS. F: 147383275 

 
Siblings:  

• Mittie Lou Thompson Morris, 3 Dec 1889 OK – 26 Apr 1979 Cordell, Washita OK. Wife of 
Cisero Ewing Morris (1896 MO – 1955 OK, F: 31864611). Buried in South Burns Cemetery, 
Del City, Oklahoma Co. OK. F: 92704803  

• Linnie Victoria Thompson Hefner, 16 Mar 1893 OK [then Indian Territory] – 25 Oct 1985 
Longview, Gregg TX. Wife of Elzie Eugene Hefner (1888-1953, F: 38298218). She petitions 
for a divorce. Buried in Sunny Lane Cemetery, Del City, Oklahoma Co. OK. F: 38298441 

 
Notes:  
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Tula’s Find A Grave record uses a middle initial of R. This is found as B. in all his other 
records, including military, and in the census. 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Elk City (OK) News" 21 Feb 1918 p 1 - photo & poem "Her Loyal Son" - Tula B., son of Mr. & 
Mrs. J.V. Thompson of Dill, formerly of near Elk City, b. Freestone Co TX 25 Oct 1895, came 
with parents to OK in 1911. Only son, mainstay of aged parents. His father was injured in a 
car accident over a year ago & is unable to work so Tula farmed & was making a success of 
it, liking the work. While in the Army, he sent home all but $5 of his wages to his parents. 
Kind & considerate to all, a "noble son and brother." Survived by 2 sisters Mrs. E.E. Hefner 
of Elk City & Mrs. E.W. Morris of Dill. Enlisted 4 Oct 1917, a private at Camp Travis. Was 
hard of hearing so he expected to fail the physical exam so he had made no arrangements 
for a replacement on the farm. 
 
"Elk City News-Democrat" 7 Mar 1918 p 1 - E.E. Hefner who was in the real estate business 
in Elk City, has moved to Dill City to farm the J.V. Thompson place as Tula was lost on the 
Tuscania  
 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 2, Henderson Co. TX 
John V. Thompson, 36 TX, Oct 1863, parents’ birthplaces unknown, married 13 years, 
farming 
Rachael A., 29 TX, Oct 1871, parents’ birthplaces unknown, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are 
living 
Mittie Lou, 11 OK [Indian Territory actually], Dec 1888 
Linne V., 8 OK [Indian Territory actually], Mar 1892 
Tula B., 5 TX, Oct 1894 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 4, Runnels Co. TX 
J.V. Thompson, 42 TX, parents b. GA, married 21 years, farmer, farm 
Allie, 38 TX, parents b. GA, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living, housework 
Millie, 20 OK, house work 
Linnie, 18 OK 
Tula, 15 OK 
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& hired hands: 
J.A. Fenn, 39 TX & Ernest Delson, 17 TX, both single 
 
 

TUSCANIA 
 
 
 


