
1 
 

TUSCANIA 
 

Thomas, Richard Leo 
1896 MI – 1950 MI 

 

 
Death notice of Richard Leo Thomas – “Detroit (MI) Free Press” Wednesday 8 Nov 1950 p 

13 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/97955855/ 
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/97955855/
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP2H-S157 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VQ73-

V?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7KW-KCT2 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP2H-S157
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[article continues] 

“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
 
 

 

 
“Escanaba (MI) Morning Press” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 4 
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Son: 
 

  
Son Richard W. Thomas – Find A Grave 35966414 

 
Siblings: 

 
 
 

 
MI birth record of sister Jeanette Thomas Kunkel (1890-1962) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/637239:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=72549824&pid=38265585816 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/637239:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=72549824&pid=38265585816
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/637239:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=72549824&pid=38265585816
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9093&h=4741700&tid=72549824&pid=38265585816&queryId=d57b490f
0179cba1cb19a61d3956964e&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62157&_phstart=successSource 
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Suicide of David E. Kunkel, husband of Richard’s sister Jeanette Thomas Kunkel  – left: “Battle 

Creek (MI) Enquirer” Sunday 1 Dec 1940 p 1 and right: “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Sunday 1 Dec 
1940 p 8 

 
 
 

 
MI birth record of sister Veronica (Vera) Anna Thomas Boucher Marx (1893 -   ) 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/316742:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=72549824&pid=38266426471 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/316742:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=72549824&pid=38266426471
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/316742:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=72549824&pid=38266426471
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=9093&h=2845391&tid=72549824&pid=38266426471&queryId=63bd1b7
ebc76f5d05df761b6f9f70748&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB62163&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9092/images/41327_338659-
03423?pId=16795 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=1500&h=5757595&ssrc=pt&tid=72549824&pid=38266426471&usePUB=
true 

 
 

 
Car accident death of sister Georgia Thomas (1908-1937) – “Lansing (MI) State Journal” Thursday 

29 Apr 1937 p 21 
  

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

Name:  Richard Leo Thomas 
Name variations:    
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Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,665 
Entered service from:  Bay City, Bay MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Richard L. Thomas 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. James Thomas, 213 N. Johnson St., Bay City MI  
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Richard L. Thomas 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Hattie Thomas, 213 N. Johnson St., Bay City MI 
(cook, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Richard Leo Thomas - b. 26 Sep 1895 Bay City MI; res: 
Bovill, Latah ID. Single. Locomotive fireman, Potlatch Lumber Co., Bovill ID. Support of mother & 3 
sisters. Tall in height, medium build, red hair. Register on 22 Jun 1917 in White Pine, Latah ID, in 
advance of the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1422 John St., Muskegon MI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Richard Leo Thomas - b. 25 Sep 1896 Bay City MI; 
res: 792 W. Forest, Muskegon, Muskegon MI. NOK Mrs. Vera Boucher, 381 Houston, Muskegon MI 
[his sister]. Employed at Amazon Knitting Co., Western Ave., Muskegon MI. No height or weight 
recorded; still has red hair.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: birthdate of 26 Sep 1895 
Enlisted:  14 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  19 Jun 1919 
Address:  2269 Fountain St., Muskegon MI 
Rank/unit:    cook, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Sep 1896 Bay City, Bay MI (Veterans Administration Master Index: 25 Sep 1895)  
Died: 5 Nov 1950 Muskegon, Muskegon MI    
Find A Grave record: 46411925 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Muskegon Heights, Muskegon MI 
Cemetery:  Mona View 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Michigan Cook 20 Engineers WWI    
 
 
Father:  James Thomas, 28 Dec 1858 Boston, Suffolk MA – 24 Dec 1928 Flint, Genesee MI. Son of 
James Thomas & Jane Sheehan. Buried in Saint Patrick Cemetery, Bay City, Bay MI.  
Find A Grave:  135133367 
 
Mother: Harriet Tobin Thomas, 1867 NY [not Canada]– 1 Jul 1938 Muskegon, Muskegon MI. 
Daughter of Richard Tobin (1823-1861, Civil War veteran for the Union) & Sarah Ward 
(1823-1910). Buried in Saint Patrick Cemetery, Bay City, Bay MI. 
Find A Grave:  135133345 
Parents’ marriage:  10 Feb 1890 Bay City, Bay MI 
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Spouse: Gladys F. Curry Thomas, 15 May 1901 Saginaw, Saginaw MI –   
Birth surname indexed as CRAY on record.  
Daughter of Daniel A. Curry Jr. (1863-1944, F: 58662063) & Willena Girvin (1865-1949, F: 
58662172).  
In the 1920 census for Owosso, Shiawassee MI, Gladys F. Curry (18 MI, operator in a 
telephone office) lived with her parents Daniel A. Curry (54 MI, father b. NY, mother b. OH, 
foreman in a sugar factory) & Wilena (51 NY, father b. England, mother b. Scotland).  
Her sisters included Florence Curry Prim (1896-1920, F: 158519541) & Edith Caroline Carry 
Thomas (1890-1956, F: 70647315) who married William Leroy Thomas (1884-1959, F: 
70647271), the son of Ephraim F. Thomas & Almira Sarah Lee.  
In the 1930 census, Gladys, husband Richard & son Richard Thomas  lived in Flint, 
Genesee MI with her sister Edith, her husband William & their daughter. Her deceased 
sister Florence Curry Prim’s daughter Eleanor Prim also lived in the household. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  Married 14 Jan 1923 in Bay Co. MI. Gladys filed for divorce on 19 Feb 1945; 
divorce granted 30 Apr 1945 on the grounds of cruelty & misconduct.  
 
Child: 

• Richard Ward Thomas, also known as Ward Daniel Thomas, also known as Richard D. 
Thomas Jr., 23 Mar 1924 MI – 14 Nov 1997 Sarasota, Sarasota FL. SSN 383-14-9669. Married 
15 May 1943 in Harrison Co. MS to Jacqueline Faye Cady (1926-2016, F: 17391510) when he 
was age 19 & she age 16. – In the 1950 census for Spring Lake, Ottawa MI, Richard W. 
Thomas (26 MI, auto sprayer in a body shop) lived with wife Jacqueline F. (23 MI. Buried in 
Bridgeton Township Cemetery, Bridgeton, Newaygo MI. F: 35966414 

 
Siblings:  

• Jeanette (“Jennie”) M. Thomas, 26 Nov 1890 Bay City, Bay MI – 9 Dec 1962 Muskegon Co. 
MI. Married 27 May 1916 to David Ernest Kunkel (1899-1940, F: 160896041) who committed 
suicide with a gunshot wound to the head of a .38-calibre revolver. Buried in Restlawn 
Cemetery, Muskegon, Muskegon MI. F: 160897969 

• Margaret S. Thomas, Dec 1891 MI – 
• Veronica (Vera) [Anna Veronica] Thomas Boucher Mark/Marx, 3 Apr 1893 Bay City, Bay MI –   

Married Albert Joseph Boucher (1895-1969, F: 231737850) on 26 Nov 1921 (or 1922) Bay 
City, Bay MI. They divorced 12 Apr 1933 in Muskegon, Muskegon MI. Their daughter was 
Patricia Marie Boucher (later wife of Leo Edward Harman), 1922-2004, F: 177611999. - On 
15 Dec 1954 in Cook Co. IL, Vera Boucher married Anthony J. Mark (on marriage record, but 
also found as Marx).  This may be Anthony Marx (1886 IL – 1978, F: 128195782), the son of 
Johann Marx & Anna Bauer.  

• Helen Thomas, May 1898 MI – Listed in the 1900, 1910 & 1920 censuses. 
• Elizabeth Thomas, 27 Oct 1902 Bay City, Bay MI – This may be Georgia/Georgina, whose 

birthdate varies on records. 
• Georgia/Georgina Elizabeth Thomas, 28 Oct 1908 Bay City, Bay MI – 28 Apr 1937 Bay City, 

Bay MI. Georgina Elizabeth Married 31 Mar 1923 in Flint, Genesee MI to Thomas Lester 
Carey/Carney (5 Mar 1899 MI – 26 Sep 1979 MI, F: 45488799). . She died when the car in 
which she was riding overturned. Buried in Restlawn Cemetery, Muskegon, Muskegon MI. 
F:162553883  
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Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
1942 Muskegon MI city directory 
Thomas, Richard L. (Gladys F.), foreman, resident of 792 W. Forest Ave. 
Thomas, Richard W., resident of 792 W. Forest 
 
1944 Muskegon MI city directory 
Thomas, Richard L. (Gladys F.), foreman CM Corp., resident of 71 W. Southern Ave. 
 
1956 Muskegon MI city directory: 
Thomas 
Gladys, resident of 2333 Dyson 
Richard W. (Jacqueline), salesman for American Tobacco Co., resident of 2111 E. Dottner 
Ave. 
 
1958 Muskegon MI city directory: 
Thomas, Richard W. (Jacqueline), salesman, Tobacco, resident of 3104 Fairfield (North 
Township) 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Cheboygan, Cheboygan MI – Layfayette Ave. 
Sarah Tobin, 74 Ireland, Apr 1826, parents b. Ireland, widow, emigrated 1827, in US for 73 
years, gave birth to 7 children, 5 are living [head of household] 
James Thomas, 39 MA, Dec 1860, parents b. MA, married 10 years, laborer, teamster [son-
in-law] 
Harriet Thomas, 34 NY, Nov 1865, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
[daughter] 
Jennie M. Thomas, 9 MI, Nov 1890, at school [granddaughter] 
Margaret S., 8 MI, Dec 1891, at school [granddaughter] 
Veronica, 7 MI, Apr 1893, at school [granddaughter] 
Richard E., 4 MI, Sep 1895 [grandson] 



13 
 

Hellen, 2 MI, May 1898 [granddaughter] 
 
1910 Bay City, Bay MI – 213 N. Johnson St. 
James Thomas, 53 MA, parents b. MA, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, laborer, planing 
mill 
Hattie, 45 NY, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Jeanette, 19 MI 
Mary, 18 MI, operator, telephone company 
Veronica, 16 MI 
Richard, 14 MI 
Helen, 10 MI 
Elizabeth, 8 MI 
 
1920 Bay City, Bay MI – 213 N. Johnson - cannot locate Richard  
James Thomas, 60 MA, parents b. Ireland 
Harriot, 52 NY, parents b. NY 
Marjorie, 25 MI, nurse, private 
Vera, 25 MI, nurse, private 
Helen, 19 MI 
Georgia, 15 MI 
David E. Kunkel, 30 NY, parents b. Germany, married, foreman, knitting department [son-
in-law] 
Jenette Kunkel, 26 MI, married, father b. MA, mother b. NY [daughter] 
Thomas Kunkel, 3 MI, father b. NY, mother b. MI [grandson] 
David Kunkel, 1 MI, father b. NY, mother b. MI [grandson] 
[for the daughters: father b. MA, mother b. NY] 
 
1930 Flint, Genesee MI – residing with Gladys’s married sister Edith (also married to a 
Thomas) 
William L. Thomas, 42 MI, parents b. MI, age 21 at 1st marriage, tool & die maker, accessory 
factory 
Edith C. Thomas, 38 MI, father b. MI, mother b. Canada, age 18 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Girva J. Thomas, 18 MI, parents b. MI [daughter] 
Richard Thomas, 34 MI, father b. NY, mother b. MI, age 27 at 1st marriage, WWI veteran 
[brother-in-law] 
Gladys F. Thomas, 28 MI, father b. MI, mother b. Canada, age 21 at 1st marriage [sister-in-
law] 
Richard D. Thomas, 6 MI, parents b. MI [nephew] 
Eleanor R. Prim, 14 MI, parents b. MI [niece – daughter of Edith & Gladys’s deceased sister 
Florence Curry Prim] 
& lodger Michael C. Shea, 55 MI, single 
 
1940 Muskegon, Muskegon MI – 792 Forest – same place in 1935 
Richard Thomas, 40 MI, foreman, office supply factory 
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Gladys, 35 MI 
Richard J., 16 MI 
 
1950 cannot locate him 
 


