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TUSCANIA 
 

Thomas, Frederick James 
1895 CT – 1974 PA 

 
 

   
Left: Obituary of Frederick James Thomas – of a “cement gun” company, not a weapon – 

“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 14 Sep 1974 p 9 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/275745018/ and right: “Bridgeport (CT) Post” Monday 16 Sep 

1974 p 47 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/275745018/
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-V963-

S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQBN-13W2 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/666490:1967 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-V963-S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQBN-13W2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-V963-S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQBN-13W2
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/666490:1967
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/277541:2277 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/53235:2278?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52952c198e31bccda6eb499a52349b&_phsrc=hF
B62152&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/53235:2278?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52952c198e31bccda6eb499a52349b&_phsrc=hFB62152&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/53235:2278?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52952c198e31bccda6eb499a52349b&_phsrc=hFB62152&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/53235:2278?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52952c198e31bccda6eb499a52349b&_phsrc=hFB62152&_phstart=successSource
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?dbid=7488&h=4029065830&indiv=try&o_vc=Record:OtherRecord&rhSource=2190 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
 
 

Life: 
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“Bridgeport (CT) Times & Evening Farmer” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/880026869/ 
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“Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Bridgeport (CT) Times & Evening Farmer” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
 
 

 
“Hartford (CT) Courant” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 16 

 

 
Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Sunday 1 Jun 1930 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/274765764/ 
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“Scranton (PA) Times-Tribune” Tuesday 19 Sep 1950 p 26 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/532450543/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/532450543/
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Tuesday 24 Apr 1951 p 7 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/275054651/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wife: 
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Obituary of Adrienne Virginia Collier Thomas -  “Hartford (CT) Courant" Friday 9 Jun 1998 p 132 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/177065524/ 
 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 27 Sep 1919 p 16 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Tuesday 28 Oct 1919 p 7 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/177065524/
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 11 Dec 1919 p 7 

 
 

 
[article continues] 

“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Monday 22 Dec 1919 p 5 
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Dance instructor – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 22 Jan 1921 p 7 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 9 Mar 1921 p 18 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Monday 4 Apr 1921 p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3080924:61381?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52952c198e31bccda6eb499a52349b&_phsrc
=hFB62153&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 7 May 1921 p 3 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/281173406/ 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3080924:61381?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52952c198e31bccda6eb499a52349b&_phsrc=hFB62153&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3080924:61381?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52952c198e31bccda6eb499a52349b&_phsrc=hFB62153&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3080924:61381?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52952c198e31bccda6eb499a52349b&_phsrc=hFB62153&_phstart=successSource
https://www.newspapers.com/image/281173406/


20 
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Wedding – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Monday 9 May 1921 p 7 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/281174088/ 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Sunday 19 Jun 1921 p 13 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/280510111/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/281174088/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/280510111/
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“Trenton (NJ) Evening Times” Thursday 8 Dec 1921 p `6 
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[article continues] 

“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Friday 13 Apr 1923 p 5 
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Death of father-in-law Bryan Cheves Collier – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Tuesday 15 Dec 1942 p 

2 
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In 2023, the sum of $100,000 had the purchasing power of $1.6 million - “Allentown (PA) Morning 

Call” Saturday 14 Apr 1951 p 17 -https://www.newspapers.com/image/275190857/ 
 
 

Daughter: 
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obituary of Adrienne Thomas Cunningham - https://www.vincentfuneralhome.com/book-of-
memories/3729508/Cunningham-Adrienne/obit.php?&printable=true 
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Find A Grave 209580156 
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31 
 

 
Obituary of son-in-law James Allan Cunningham – “Hartford (CT) Courant” Friday 2 Jun 2000 p 168 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/177765956/  
 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/177765956/
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Obituary of father Samuel Thomas Sr. – “Bridgeport (CT) Post” Wednesday 18 Aug 1954 p 50 
 

 
“Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” Wednesday 18 Aug 1954 p 26 
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“Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” Tuesday 17 Aug 1954 p 34 
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Marriage of “Daniel” Thomas & Matha/Martha Matilda Horne - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/115789346/person/102416766749/facts 

 
 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Obituary of mother Martha Matilda Horn Thomas – “Bridgeport (CT) Times & Evening Farmer” 

Wednesday 19 Oct 1910 p 6 
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“Bridgeport (CT) Times & Evening Farmer” Wednesday 19 Oct 1910 p 1 

 

 
“Bridgeport (CT) Times & Evening Farmer” Saturday 15 Oct 1910 p 4 

 

 
“Bridgeport (CT) Times & Evening Farmer” Saturday 15 Oct 1910 p 2 

 
Siblings: 



36 
 

 

   
Obituary of sister Annie Thomas Manning – left: “Bridgeport (CT) Post” Wednesday 4 Nov 1959 p 80 

– right: “Bridgeport (CT) Post” Thursday 5 Nov 1941 p 41 
 

 
Obituary of brother Samuel Thomas Jr. (1880-1975) – “Bridgeport (CT) Post” Sunday 26 Jan 1975 p 

23 
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Obituary of Samuel Thomas Jr. – “Bridgeport (CT) Post” Monday 27 Jan 1975 p 21 and “Bridgeport 

(CT) Telegram” Monday 27 Jan 1975 p 21 
 
 

Cement Gun Company 
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“Allentown (PA) Leader” Thursday 15 Jun 1916 p 7 
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https://bestsupportunderground.com/brief-history-shotcrete/?lang=en 
 

 
Inventor Carl Akeley did not use gunite for taxidermy mounts but on a building façade - 

https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/trecms/pdf/AD0634074.pdf 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Frederick James Thomas 
Name variations:  Fred 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,065 
Entered service from: Bridgeport, Fairfield CT  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Frederick J. Thomas 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Mrs. Annie Manning, 1754 Main St., Bridgeport CT 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Frederick James Thomas 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Mrs. Arnie [sic/Annie] Manning, 2754 Main St., 
Bridgeport CT (pvt, 158th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Frederick James Thomas b. 21 Jan 1890 Bridgeport 
CT; res: 2754 Main, Bridgeport CT. Single. Clerk, Remington Arms UMC Co., Boston MA. Tall & 
slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Frederick James Thomas - b. 21 Jan 1895 Bridgeport 
CT; res: 25 Wildwood Ave., Allentown PA. NOK Mrs. B.C. Collier, 123 S. West St., Allentown PA. 
Employed at Cement Gun Co., Allentown PA, 3416 Empire State Building, NYC, NY. Height: 5’10” – 
175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  21 Nov 1917 
Discharged:  19 Mar 1919 
Address:  20 Stuyvesant Place, St. George, Staten Island, NY, NY 
Rank/unit:  private, 158th Aero Squadron   
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 21 Jan 1895 Bridgeport, Fairfield CT (or 21 Jan 1890 on WWI card) 12 Sep 1974 Buck Hill 
Falls, Monroe PA (while on vacation from his home in Fairfield CT) (that date also in "Bridgeport [CT] 
Post"  
Died: 16 Sep 1974 p 47 but "Allentown [PA] Morning Call" 14 Sep 1974 p 9 gives death date of 13 
Sep 1974 in Monroe County Hospital, East Stroudsburg, Monroe PA)   
Find A Grave record: 200610766 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower & text   
Burial location:  Allentown, Lehigh PA 
Cemetery:  Grandview 
Tombstone:  
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Father:  Samuel Thomas Sr., Dec 1859 Coventry, Warwickshire, England – 16 Aug 1954 
Bridgeport, Fairfield CT. Son of Charles & Harriet Thomas. Buried in Park Cemetery, 
Bridgeport, Fairfield CT. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Martha Mathilda Horne/Horn Thomas, Sep 1859 Coventry, Warwickshire, England – 14 
Oct 1910 Bridgeport, Fairfield CT. Daughter of Samuel & Caroline Horn. Buried in Park Cemetery, 
Bridgeport, Fairfield CT.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  27 Oct 1877 Coventry, St. Peter, Warwickshire, England 
 
Spouse: Adrienne Virginia Collier Thomas, 20 Apr 1898 Manhattan, NY, NY – 8 Jun 1998 Simsbury, 
Hartford CT. Daughter of Bryan Cheves Collier & Clemine (Minnie) Barrett Sprague. Buried in 
Grandview Cemetery, Allentown, Lehigh PA.  "Hartford [CT] Courant" 9 Jun 1998 p 132 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 7 May 1921 Allentown, Lehigh PA 
 
Child: 

• Adrienne (“Drene”) Thomas Cunningham, 8 Jan 1926 Staten Island NY [or Richmond NY] – 4 
Feb 2019 Avon, Hartford CT. Wife of James Allan Cunningham (1923-2000, F: 192051618) 
whom she married 15 May 1948 in Mount Vernon NY. Graduate of Beaver College. James’s 
and Adrienne’s ashes were scattered in the First Church of Christ Memorial Garden, 
Simsbury, Hartford CT. F: 209580156 

 
Siblings:  

• Annie E. Thomas Manning, 1878 Coventry, Warwickshire, England – 3 Nov 1959 Bridgeport, 
Fairfield CT (at her home). Married 8 Jan 1899 in Bridgeport, Fairfield CT to Ernest Frederick 
Manning (1871-1953, F: 140289971). Buried in Mountain Grove Cemetery & Mausoleum, 
Bridgeport, Fairfield CT.  F: 140289978 

• Samuel Thomas Jr., 22 Jun 1880 Coventry, Warwickshire, England – 25 Jan 1975 Bridgeport, 
Fairfield CT. Married 20 May 1905 in Port Chester, Westchester NJ to Alice Tierney (1880-26 
Mar 1947). Married to Lily Peterson at the time of his death. Buried in Park Cemetery, 
Bridgeport, Fairfield CT. F: 184095141 

• William Thomas, 2 Feb 1886 Coventry, Metropolitan Borough of Coventry, West Midlands, 
England (as Find A Grave phrases it) – 31 Aug 1941 Bridgeport, Fairfield CT. SSN 047-05-
2280. Emigrated 17 Aug 1887 to NYC. Married 5 Nov 1923 in Bridgeport, Fairfield CT to 
Agnes Gallagher (1891-1962, F; 184096515). Buried in Park Cemetery, Bridgeport, Park CT. 
F: 184096514 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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"Bridgeport (CT) Republican Farmer" 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - sister Mrs. Fred E. Manning, 2754 Main St., 
Bridgeport, anxiously awaiting news, just 23 when enlisted 20 Nov 1917, up to then lived with sister & 
worked at Remington Arms Co., before that employed at Locomobile Co., 1st sent to Ft. Slocum NY, then 
aviation camp TX, then 158th in LA, prominent member local YMCA, fther Samuel Thomas prominent 
Chelsea MA resident 

 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Allentown [PA] Morning Call" 14 Sep 1974 p 9 - has death date of 13 Feb 1974, age 79, v.p. of 
Allentown Pneumatic Gun Co., retired 1963 after 45 yrs, lived with wife Adrienne (Collier) Thomas 
at 245 Unquowa Rd., Fairfield CT, b. Bridgeport CT, son of late Samuel & Matilda (Horn) Thomas, 
50th wedding anniversary 1974, survived by daughter Adrienne (Mrs. James A.) Cunningham of W. 
Simsbury CT 
 
"Bridgeport [CT] Post" 16 Sep 1974 p 47 - d. age 79, services held in Allentown PA, services in 
Bridgeport at United Congregational Church pending 
 
Social Security number: 194-07-9788 
 
Censuses: 
 
1881 Census of England – Coventry, Holy Trinity, Warwickshire, England 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/115789346/person/102416766749/facts 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/115789346/person/102416766749/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/115789346/person/102416766749/facts
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
 
1900 Bridgeport, Fairfield CT – 636 Park Ave. 
Samuel Thomas, 40 England, Dec 1859, parents b. England, married 22 years, emigrated 
1877, in US 13 years, Electric Web weaver 
Matilda, 39 England, Sep 1860, parents b. England, emigrated 1877, in US for 13 years, 
gave birth to 8 children, 4 are living 
Samuel, 19 England, Jun 1880, emigrated 1877, in US for 13 years 
William, 14 England, Feb 1886, paper worker, emigrated 1877, in US for 13 years 
Frederick J., 8 CT, Jan 1895, button shop 
 
1910 Bridgeport, Fairfield CT – father Samuel not listed in household – census conducted 
19 Apr 1910 – Martha died 14 Oct 1910 
Martha Thomas, 49 England, parents b. England, married, in 1st marriage, married 32 years, 
gave birth to 8 children, 4 are living 
William, 24 England, parents b. England, inspector, valve company 
Frederick J., 16 England, parents b. England, salesman, dry goods 
& boarder Thomas Wright, 28 England, parents b. England, carpenter, house 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1925 NY state census – Mount Vernon, Westchester NY 
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Frederick J. Thomas, 30 US, salesman 
Adrienne C. Thomas, 27 US, housework 
& lodger Murry W. Ross [indexed as Murey W. Rose], 27 US, mining engineer 
 
1930 Mount Vernon, Westchester NY 
Fred J. Thomas, 35 MA, parents b. England, age 26 at 1st marriage, salesman, cement 
product, WWI veteran 
Adrienne, 31 NY, father b. GA, mother b. NY, age 22 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Adrienne, 4 NY, father b. MA, mother b. NY [daughter] 
 
1940 Mount Vernon, Westchester NY – 25 Wildwood – same house in 1935 
Frederick Thomas, 45 CT, salesman, cement 
Adrienne E., 41 CT [wife] 
Adrienne, 14 CT [daughter] 
 
1950 Allentown, Lehigh PA 
Frederick J. Thomas, 55 CT, engineer, salesman, engineering company 
Adrienne C. Thomas, 52 NY [wife] 
Minnie I. Collier, 80 NY, widow [mother – i.e., of Adrienne] 
Elenora Bennett, 22 PA, never married, housekeeping, domestic (home) 
 


