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TUSCANIA 
 

Thayer, Arthur Howard 
1890 WI – 1972 WI 
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Arthur Howard Thayer, 3rd from right (behind man in front row in light-colored suit) – “Madison 

Capital Times” 4 Feb 1949 p 12 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VS3C-
J?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7NG-H13Z 

 
 

Life: 
 
 

 
Big Creek WI news: “Baraboo (WI) News-Republic” Tuesday 19 Jan 1904 p 2 
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“Baraboo (WI) Daily News” Tuesday 4 Dec 1917 p 1 

 
 
 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Monday 4 Mar 1918 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/403865318/ 
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“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 7 
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“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Sunday 24 Mar 1918 p 2 
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[article continues] 

“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 21 Jun 1930 p 1 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 10 Feb 1931 p 10 
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[article continues] 

 
[article continues] 

“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 10 Feb 1931 p 10 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 24 Aug 1937 p 4 
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Arthur Howard Thayer was not one of the original “Baraboo 21” - “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” 

Friday 4 Feb 1938 p 4 
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Arthur is somewhere in this photograph – he was the chairman – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” 

Friday 25 Feb 1938 p 8 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 28 Jul 1939 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 11 Jun 1940 p 4 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 4 Feb 1944 p 9 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Thursday 11 Apr 1946 p 19 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” - Monday 14 Nov 1949 p 1 

 

 
 

“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 12 Sep 1952 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 29 Jul 1953 p 4 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 5 Apr 1954 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 14 Jan 1955 p 1 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 19 Jan 1956 p 1 
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Most of the other candidates furnished photographs – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 7 
Mar 1956 p 9 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” Wednesday 4 Apr 1956 p 5 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 7 Nov 1959 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 10 Aug 1961 p 1 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 4 Dec 1963 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 28 Jul 1964 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 4 Jun 1968 p 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage of Arthur Thayer & Elva Rosenthal on Thursday 28 Jul 19 1921 in Reedsburg, Sauk WI, at 

the home of her parents – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Monday 1 Aug 1921 p 8 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 4 Aug 1921 p 7 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 11 Aug 1921 p 7 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1232426:61484 
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Death of Elva Rosenthal Thayer – left: “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 28 Jan 1970 p 7 

and right: “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 21 May 1970 p 6 
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Elva graduates from Reedsburg (WI) High School in 1917 – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 

31 May 1917 p 1 
 

 
What soldier was Elva Rosenthal visiting at the Camp Douglas WI training camp? – “Wisconsin 

State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 19 Aug 1917 p 14 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 14 Oct 1919 p 8 

 

 
Reedsburg WI news: “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 18 Feb 1920 p 10 

 

 
 

Arthur Thayer & Elva Rosenthal – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 16 Jun 1920 p 
8 
 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” Monday 14 Mar 1921 p 8 

 
Daughter: 

 

 
Beverly Thayer -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/115803719/person/352293911928/media/df9dcceb-467a-4aaa-9b60-0b1ec818e96a 
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Bridal shower for daughter Beverly Thayer - “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 4 May 1942 p 4 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 5 May 1942 p 1 
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Marriage of Beverly Thayer to Roy H. Trussell on 10 May 1942 at the home of her parents in Baraboo, 

Sauk WI – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 11 May 1942 p 4 
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Obituary of Beverly Thayer Trussell – “Arizona Daily Sun” (Flagstaff AZ) Thursday 29 Dec 1983 p 12 

 

 
Obituary of Roy H. Trussell – “Arizona Daily Sun” (Flagstaff AZ) Wednesday 7 Dec 1994 p 2 
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Arthur celebrates his son-in-law Roy H. Trussell’s 29 Feb birthday –“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” 

Tuesday 29 Feb 1944 p 4 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 27 Oct 1951 p 9 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Father: 
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Death of father William R. Thayer – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Monday 9 May 1921 p 6 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News-Republic” Wednesday 11 May 1921 p 1 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XRTR-FKQ 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Emeline Kleeber Thayer – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 20 Jul 1936 p 

4 
 

Siblings: 
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Marriage of sister Mable Thayer (1881-1914) to Leroy (“Roy”) Oscar Bass on 11 Apr 1900 in Sauk Co. 

WI - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XRR1-34M 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XRR1-34M
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/92096353:61484?tid=&pid=&queryId=1e96b7ed49f92de217cd84c5edcb9ee0&_phsr
c=hFB61765&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Obituary of Mable Thayer Bass – “Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 15 Jan 1914 p 5 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92096353:61484?tid=&pid=&queryId=1e96b7ed49f92de217cd84c5edcb9ee0&_phsrc=hFB61765&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92096353:61484?tid=&pid=&queryId=1e96b7ed49f92de217cd84c5edcb9ee0&_phsrc=hFB61765&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92096353:61484?tid=&pid=&queryId=1e96b7ed49f92de217cd84c5edcb9ee0&_phsrc=hFB61765&_phstart=successSource
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 8 Jan 1914 p 8 

 
 
 
 
 

   
Obituary of sister Edna Mae Thayer Spaulding (1881-1937) – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison 

WI) Friday 21 May 1937 p 6 
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Obituary of Edna Mae Thayer Spaulding – left: “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Friday 14 May 1937 p 4 

and right: “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Saturday 15 May 1937 p 2 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News-Republic” Saturday 15 May 1937 p 4 
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Obituary of sister Julia Ann Thayer Cole (1887-1954) - “Baraboo (WI) News-Repubic” Monday 20 

Dec 1954 p 4 
 

 
Marriage license 28 Oct 1907 – “Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Wednesday 6 Nov 1907 p 10 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Wednesday 13 Nov 1907 p 12 
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Brother Vernon James Thayer (1895-1967) – Find A Grave 16950811 

 

  
Obituary of Vernon James Thayer – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Friday 24 Nov 1967 p 4 
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Funeral of Vernon James Taylor – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 27 Nov 1967 p 4 

 
 

 
Home at 617 – 5th St., Baraboo, Sauk WI - https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/617-5th-St-

Baraboo-WI-53913/79450181_zpid/ 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Arthur Howard Thayer 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. E - sergeant 
Serial number:  251,204 
Entered service from:  Reedsburg, Sauk WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Arthur Howard Thayer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Emma Thayer, 520 N. Pine St., Reedsburg WI 
Returned from war on: "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Arthur H. Thayer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Emma Thayer, 520 N. Pine St., Reedsburg WI (sgt, 
Co. F, 101st Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Arthur H. Thayer - b. 28 Jul 1890 Reedsburgh [sic] WI; 
res: Reedsburg WI. Registered in Barron WI. Single. Cook, Roy D. Walsh, Barron WI. A corporal in 
the Home Guard for 3 years, US. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): 1939 NTSA: 617 - 5th St., Baraboo WI - 1955 
WI Survivors: 404 - 7th St., Baraboo WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Arthur Howard Thayer - b. 28 Jul 1890 Reedsburg WI; 
res: 617 – 5th, Baraboo, Sauk WI. NOK Mrs. Elva Thayer, same address. Card signed A.H. Thayer. 
Employed at Baraboo Tent & Awning, 220 Ash, Baraboo, Sauk WI. Height: 5’9” – 140 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  18 Jul 1917 
Discharged: 13 May 1919   
Address:  LaValle WI 
Rank/unit:    sergeant, Casual Detachment 2 Tng Battalion, 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  28 Jul 1890 Reedsburg, Sauk WI  
Died: 6 Feb 1972 Reedsburg, Sauk WI (in the Reedsburg hospital, after an apparent heart attack) 
   
Find A Grave record: 69727707 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Cemetery:  Walnut Hill 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William R. Thayer, 24 Oct 1850 WI – 7 May 1921 Janesville, Rock WI. Son of Alonzo Thayer 
& Mary A. McComber. Died from accidental gas asphyxiation at the home of C.H. Howard, where 
he had once roomed while living in Janesville WI. Howard had warned his visitor Thayer about the 
gas. Buried in Green Wood Cemetery, Reedsburg, Sauk WI.   
Find A Grave:  118265946 
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Mother: Emeline (Emaline/Emma) Kleeber Thayer, 30 Oct 1855 [also found as 1854] Albany 
Co. NY – 14 Jul 1936 Baraboo, Sauk WI. Daughter of Augustine Kleeber & Maria Hart. Buried 
in Green Wood Cemetery, Reedsburg, Sauk WI. 
Find A Grave:  118265947 
Parents’ marriage:  1870 (according to her obituary) or 8 Nov 1877 Sauk Co. WI according 
to his Find A Grave record 
 
Spouse: Elva F. [middle name Edna on WI marriage record] Rosenthal Thayer, 1 Nov 1898 
Reedsburg, Sauk WI – 28 Jan 1970 Sauk Co. WI. Daughter of Friedrich Wilhelm Rosenthal & Bertha 
Schwartz. Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  69727708 
Marriage:  
 
Children: 

• Beverly Jean Thayer Trussell, 7 Jul 1922 Reedsburg, Sauk WI - 23 Dec 1983 Flagstaff, 
Coconino AZ. Wife of Roy Howard Trussell (29 Feb 1920 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 1 Dec 1944 
Apache Junction, Coconino AZ), son of Bruce E. Trussell (F:  53864094) & Estelle I. (F: 
53864097). Came to Flagstaff AZ in Aug 1960. Her obituary is in the "Arizona Daily Star" 
(Flagstaff AZ) 29 Dec 1983 p 12. Roy & Beverly are not on Find A Grave as of 13 Mar 2023. 

 
Siblings:  Emeline gave birth to 8 children, 4 of whom survived her when she died Jul 1936 

• Edna Mae Thayer Spaulding, earlier than the 1881 [on her tombstone] WI – 14 May 1937 
Racine, Racine WI. She is 1 year old in 1880 census (conducted 1 Jun 1880). Lists Aug 1877 
as birth in 1900 census. One obituary says she is 56 years old & the other obituary says 60 
years old at time of death. - Married in 1897 to Pulford Spaulding (1855-1928, F: 
120497938), the son of Simon Spaulding & Eliza Pulford. Buried in Green Wood Cemetery, 
Reedsburg, Sauk WI. F: 120497612 

• Mable Thayer Bass, 29 Sep 1881 WI – 7 Jan 1914 Sauk Co. WI. Married LeRoy Oscar (“Roy”) 
Bass (1875-1969, F: 37138740) on 11 Apr 1900 in Sauk Co. WI. – In the 1900 census for 
Dellona, Sauk WI, Mabel M. Bass (19 WI, Sep 1880, father b. MI, mother b. NY, married zero 
years) lived with husband Leroy O. Bass (24 WI, Oct 1875, father b. NY, mother b. WI). - Was 
the mother of 5 children at the time of her death. Buried in Butterfield Cemetery, 
Reedsburg, Sauk WI. F: 54522635 

• Julia Ann Thayer Cole, 1887 WI – 20 Dec 1954 FL. Wife of William H. Cole (1886-1964, F: 
79251474). Buried in Lake Delton Cemetery, Lake Delton, Sauk WI. F: 79251467 

• Vernon James Thayer, Jul 1895 Reedsburg, Sauk WI – 23 Nov 1967 Baraboo, Sauk Co. WI. 
Husband of Emma La Fountain (1897-1937, F: 79252306). Buried in Lake Delton Cemetery, 
Lake Delton, Sauk WI. F: 16950811 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
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"Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) 4 Mar 1918 p 4 - letter to parents Mr. & Mrs. William R. 
Thayer of Reedsburg from Ireland, didn't get a scratch, wonderful Irish people 
 
"La Crosse (WI) Tribune" 24 Mar 1918 p 2 - "The sinking of the Tuscania ought to open the eyes of 
people in America and let them know we are at war." Nephew of Judge Leonard Kleeber of La 
Crosse, wrote letter to mother Mrs. William Thayer from Winchester. In a letter to his father, Arthur 
gave a graphic description. He was awfully seasick. Was on bunk sewing buttons on his overcoat 
when the Tuscania was torpedoed. He was nearly thrown off the bunk. The ship listed & he rushed 
for the deck. Boats were already being lowered from his station on the 3rd deck. The lifeboats were 
shattered, jammed. He saw lots of swimmers, then 45 minutes later slid down a rope to a 
destroyer. He landed 11:30 p.m. in Ireland where supper was waiting. Don't say anything negative 
about British soldiers or Irish people. Lost everything - had 6 weeks of tobacco, had only pants, 
shirt & shoes, wore bedspread on head, new razor gone  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times" 8 Feb 1972 p 7 - age 81, lifelong Sauk Co. WI resident. Owned & 
operated Baraboo Tent & Awning Co. 1928-52. WWI veteran, member of American Legion, Sauk 
County Fair Association. Survived by daughter Mrs. Roy Trussell, Flagstaff AZ. Funeral 9 Feb 1972. 
 
Social Security number: 391-32-4558 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Winfield, Sauk WI 
Wm. R. Thayer, 29 MI, parents b. NY, farmer 
Emeline, 26 NY, parents b. Bavaria (Germany), keeps house 
Edna, 1 WI 
 
1900 Winfield, Sauk WI 
William Thayer, 49 WI, Oct 1851, parents b. NY, married 22 years, farmer 
Emma, 45 NY, Oct 1854, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, gave birth to 8 children, 5 are living 
Julia, 12 WI, Sep 1887 
Arthur, 9 WI, Jul 1890 
Vernon, 4 WI, Jul 1895 
 
1905 WI state census – Winfield, Sauk WI 
William Thayer, 54 MI, parents b. NY, no occupation listed 
Emmeline, 51 WI, father b. NY, mother b. Germany 
Julia, 17 WI 
Arthur, 14 WI, farm laborer 
Bernard, 9 WI [by default, this is Vernon] 
  
1910 Reedsburg, Sauk WI – Pine St. 
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Maria Kleeber, 75 NY, widow, parents b. NY, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living [head of 
household] 
William Thayer, 59 US, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, laborer, odd jobs [son-in-law] 
Emeline Thayer, 55 NY, father b. Germany, mother b. NY [does not list number of children] 
[daughter] 
Arthur Thayer, 14 WI [grandson] 
Verne Thayer, 12 WI [grandson] 
& boarder Armenia Gregory, 62 WI, parents b. Germany, widow, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
 
1920 Reedsburg, Sauk WI 
Arthur Thayer, 29 WI, single, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, traveling salesman [head of 
household] 
Emmeline Thayer, 65 NY, married, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, housewife [mother] 
William Thayer, 69 NY, married, parents b. NY, no occupation [father] 
& 2 male lodgers, both age 17 
& grandmother Maria Kleeber, 84 NY, widow, parents b. NY 
 
1930 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 604 – 5th St. 
Arthur Thayer, 40 WI, parents b. WI, age 32 at 1st marriage, proprietor, tent company, veteran status 
left blank 
Elva, 31 Wi, father b. WI, mother b. Germany, age 23 at 1st marriage 
Beverly, 7 WI 
& mother-in-law Bertha Rosenthal, 63 Germany, parents b. Germany, widow, age 23 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 617 – 5th St. – same house in 1935 
Arthur Thayer, 49 WI, proprietor, tent & awning company 
Elva, 41 WI, bookkeeper, tent & awning 
Beverly, 17 WI 
& mother-in-law Bertha Rosenthal, 73 Germany, widow 
 
1950 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 617 – 5th St. 
Arthur H. Thayer, 59 WI, manager, tent & awning mgf. [sic] 
Elva E., 51 WI 
& mother-in-law Bertha Rosenthal, 83 Germany, widow 
 
 
 
 


