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TUSCANIA 
 
 

Left behind in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
Taff, Rufus Welch 
1895 TX – 1959 TX 

 

 
Rufus Welch Taff – Find A Grave 5499336 
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Both versions of this photograph are on the Find A Grave record of mother Spicie Minerva 

Powers Taff (6232550) – one version is a clearer version & the other is captioned. 
Rufus Welch Taff is the child sitting on his father Thomas Davis Taff’s lap, front row, left 
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Captioned: front row, left to right: Rufs on lap of father Thomas Taff, Rilla, Elmer on mother 
Spicie’s lap 

Back row: left to right: Mary (to left of father’s head), William (right of father), Myrtle (taller 
girl to right of mother), Mattie (right of mother) 

 
 
 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 12 Nov 1959 p 16 
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TX death record of Rufus Welch Taff - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/23464443:2272 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23464443:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23464443:2272
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/320334:2375 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQRH-9WMM 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/320334:2375
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQRH-9WMM
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TX WWI record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-Z3WF-

N?cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JDFX 
 

Life: 
 

 
Excerpt: 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-Z3WF-N?cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JDFX
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-Z3WF-N?cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JDFX
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“Bonham (TX) Daily Favorite” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Houston (TX) Post” Wednesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 7 

 
 

 
“Austin (TX) American” Wednesday 28 Jul 1926 p 3 

 

 
“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 16 Jan 1930 p 4 
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“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 27 Mar 1930 p 3 

 

 
“San Saba (TX) Thursday 19 Oct 1933 p 1 

 

 
“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 26 Jan 1939 p 2 
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“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 2 Mar 1939 p 8 

 

  
 

“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 8 Apr 1939 p 8 
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“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 4 May 1939 p 5 

 

 
“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 10 Aug 1939 p 6 

 

 
“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 19 Oct 1939 p 8 
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“San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 26 Oct 1939 p 8 

 

 
Rufus, Eula & children Margie & Pencie Dean attend - “San Saba (TX) News & Star” 

Thursday 9 Nov 1939 p 9 
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“San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Saturday 21 Dec 1946 p 9 

 
Wife: 
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Obituary of Eula Lee Hibler Taff – “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Tuesday 21 Jun 1977 p 

10 
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TX death record of Eula Lee Hibler Taff – “history of a brain tumor” - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063008-
05068?pId=311849 
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Eula Hibler Taff’s sister Minnie Hibler Smith d. 9 Nov 1959, the day before Eula’s husband 
Rufus Taff d. (10 Nov 1959) – “San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Tuesday 10 Nov 1959 p 2 
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Obituary for wife Eula Lee Taff - "Llano (TX) News" (Llano TX) 23 Jun 1977 p 12  
https://www.newspapers.com/image/10606590/?focus=0.86344665%2C0.3350718%2C0

.9885323%2C0.5060876&xid=3355 
 

Children: 
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Marriage of son Alfred Terrell Taff (1921-2005) to Eleanor Madeline Ciampa – “San Saba 
(TX) News & Star” Thursday 20 Aug 1942 p 5 
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Obituary of daughter Margie Ruth Taff Matthews (1927-2010) - 

https://www.dailytrib.com/2010/11/22/margie-ruth-matthews/ 
 

https://www.dailytrib.com/2010/11/22/margie-ruth-matthews/
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TX birth record of Margie (Margia) Ruth Taff – their 2nd child - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-7736-YQ?i=1225&cc=1803956 
 
 

 
TX birth record of son Pencie Dean Taff (1936) -   https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2752348:8781 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2752348:8781
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2752348:8781
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TX death record of father Thomas Davis Taff - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061893-
02799?pId=22734656 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061893-02799?pId=22734656
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061893-02799?pId=22734656
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TX death record of mother Spicie Minerva Powers Taff - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062281-
02195?pId=22617529 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Myrtle Elizabeth Taff Oldham (1883-1973) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/100905961/person/230005736406/media/26a1f8d9-b3ac-4f07-af73-

1eaaed49b016 
 

 
TX death record of Myrtle Elizabeth Taff Oldham -0 https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/270489:2272 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/100905961/person/230005736406/media/26a1f8d9-b3ac-4f07-af73-1eaaed49b016
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/100905961/person/230005736406/media/26a1f8d9-b3ac-4f07-af73-1eaaed49b016
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/100905961/person/230005736406/media/26a1f8d9-b3ac-4f07-af73-1eaaed49b016
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/270489:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/270489:2272
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TX death record of sister Mary Ada Taff McWhorter (1885-1974) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062914-
03432?pId=133280 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062914-03432?pId=133280
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062914-03432?pId=133280
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Obituary of Mary Ada Taff McWhorter – “Brownwood (TX) Bulletin” Tuesday 5 Mar 1974 p 2 
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Brother William Terrell Taff (1888-1964) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/100905961/person/230006688666/media/d96b39cb-22ca-4785-87a8-

47afb5a9d3be 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/100905961/person/230006688666/media/d96b39cb-22ca-4785-87a8-47afb5a9d3be
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/100905961/person/230006688666/media/d96b39cb-22ca-4785-87a8-47afb5a9d3be
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/100905961/person/230006688666/media/d96b39cb-22ca-4785-87a8-47afb5a9d3be
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TX death record of William Terrell Taff - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062684-
01003?pId=1024721 
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Obituary of William Terrell Taff – “San Saba (TX) News & Star” Thursday 20 Aug 1964 p 3 
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Sister Martha Juanita (Mattie) Taff Karnes (1889-1967) & husband Cleveland Holmes 

Karnes – Find A Grave 5655407 
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TX death record of Martha Juanita taff Karnes - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062748-
02975?pId=146957 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062748-02975?pId=146957
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062748-02975?pId=146957
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TX death record of sister Rilla Burns Teff Potter (1892-1977) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063019-
02861?pId=896778 
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Brother Elmer Mitchell Taff (1893-1971) – Find A Grave 6232540 

 
 
Brother Elmer Mitchell Taff, wife Lillie Mae Crawford Taff & children – Find A Grave 6232544 
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TX death record of Elmer Mitchell Taff - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062835-
01135?pId=225919 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062835-01135?pId=225919
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062835-01135?pId=225919
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TX death record of sister Katie Bell Taff Miller (1896-1978) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063037-
02865?pId=1307084 
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Marriage of brother Samuel Rimmer Taff (1900-1947) to Ettie Funderburg – “San Saba (TX) 

News & Star” Thursday 31 Jul 1930 p 7 
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TX death record of Samuel Rimmer Taff - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062315-

02635?pId=23693100 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Rufus Welch Taff 
Name variations:  Taft variation listed on Veterans Administration Military Index  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  59,244 
Entered service from: San Saba, San Saba TX   
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Rufus W. Taff 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Tom Taff, San Sabs [sic/Saba] TX 
Removed from “Tuscania” on 26 Jan 1918 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, due to illness. 
Sailed as Rufus W. Taff on “DeKalb” 19 Feb 1918 or as Rufus W. Taff, perhaps on 
"Pastores" (which sailed 23 Sep 1918) 
Next-of-kin: mother Minerva Taff, San Sava [sic] TX 
Returned on: "De Kalb" 1919 
Listed on return ship as: Rufus W. Taff 
Rank & unit: 48th Casual Co.  
Also listed as Rufus W. Taff, returning on "Alaskan" Apr 1919, with NOK father Tom Taff, 
San Saba TX (cpl, Co D, 325th Inf)  
 
Returned from war on: 
Sailed on return ship as: 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Rufus Welch Taff - b. 26 Feb 1895 San Saba TX; res: 
San Saba, San Saba TX. Single. Farmer for self, San Saba TX. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Rufus Welch Taff - b. 26 Feb 1895 San Saba TX; 
res: Rte 2, San Saba, San Saba TX. NOK Mrs. Eula Lee Taff, same address. Self-employed, 
Fairview Community, San Saba, Saba TX. Height: 5’9” – 135 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: name variation: Taft 
Enlisted:  8 Oct 1917 
Discharged:  28 May 1919 
Address:  San Saba TX 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Co. D, 325th Infantry 
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Birth & death: 
Born:   26 Feb 1895 Shaw Bend, San Saba TX  
Died: 10 Nov 1959 Temple, Bell TX (at Veterans Administration Center)  
Find A Grave record: 5499336 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Early, Brown TX 
Cemetery:  Eastlawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Texas Cpl Co D 325 Inf 82 Div WWI PH [Purple Heart] 
 
Father:  Thomas Davis Taff, 10 May 1863 Jefferson Co. TN – 6 Aug 1922 Temple, Bell TX. Son 
of William Asbury Taff & Elizabeth Shrader/Schraeder. Buried in Shaw Bend Cemetery, San 
Saba, San Saba TX.  
Find A Grave:  6232549 
 
Mother: Spicie Minerva Powers Taff, 28 Mar 1861 Tyler Co. TX – 28 Nov 1945 San Saba, San 
Saba TX. Daughter of William B. Powers & Mary Elizabeth Belt. Gave birth to 9 children in 17 
years. Buried in Shaw Bend Cemetery, San Saba, San Saba TX.  
Find A Grave:  6232550 
Parents’ marriage:  1882 San Saba Co. TX 
 
Spouse: Eula Lee Hibler Taff, 15 Sep 1898 Bertram, Burnet TX – 19 Jun 1977 Llano, Llano 
TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  5499333  
Marriage: 18 Apr 1920  
 
Children: 

• Alfred Terrell Taff, 17 Aug 1921 San Saba, San Saba TX – 17 Apr 2005 Oxnard, 
Ventura CA    Married 26 Jul 1942 in Las Vegas, Clark NV to Eleanor Madeline 
Ciampa (9 Feb 1923 MA – 5 Jan 2021 CA), the daughter of Fred Guy (Florentino) 
Ciampa & Maria Susan Tucci. Not on Find A Grave as of 1 Mar 2023. 

• Margie Ruth Taff Matthews, 2 Oct 1927 San Saba Co. TX – 18 Nov 2010 Llano, Llano 
TX. Her first name is spelled Margia on her TX birth record. Wife of Charles Everette 
Matthews (1918-2007, F: 52460562) on 26 Mar 1949 in Comanche Co. TX. 
According to her obituary, she is buried (as is Charles) is buried in Llano City 
Cemetery, Llano, Llano TX but Margie is not on Find A Grave as of 1 Mar 2023. 

• Pencie Dean Taff, 24 Feb 1936 San Saba Co. TX -    . Usually found as “Dean.” 
Resident of Mammoth Lake, Mono CA in Jun 1977 when his mother died. In 2023, 
living in Mammoth Lake, Mono CA. 

 
Siblings: Rufus was the 7th of 9 children. 

• Myrtle Elizabeth Taff Oldham, 22 Oct 1883 Bell Co. TX – 24 Apr 1973 Brownwood, 
Brown TX. Married 29 Jan 1910 in San Saba Co. TX to Welby Lucious Oldham (1887-
1962, F: 104101450). Buried in Eastlawn Memorial Park, Early, Brown TX. F: 
74125665 
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• Mary Ada Taff McWhorter, 21 Jan 1885 San Saba Co. TX – 3 Mar 1974 Itasca, Hill TX. 
Wife of William Samuel McWhorter (1877-1938, F: 73244078). Buried in Big Valley 
Cemetery, Goldthwaite, Mills TX. F: 73195846 

• William Terrell Taff, 24 Jan 1888 San Saba Co. TX – 16 Aug 1964 San Saba, San Saba 
TX. Never married. Died of pancreatic cancer. Buried in Shaw Bend Cemetery, San 
Saba, San Saba TX. F: 74126616 

• Martha Juanita (Mattie) Taff Karnes, 9 Jan 1889 San Saba Co. TX – 7 Sep 1967 San 
Saba, San Saba TX. Married 8 May 1908 in Goldthwaite, Mills TX to Cleveland 
Holmes Karnes (1885-1966, F: 5655403). They had 12 children. Buried in San Saba 
City Cemetery, San Saba, San Saba TX. F: 5655407 

• Rilla Burns Taff Potter, 5 Feb 1892 San Saba Co. TX – 19 Nov 1977 Athens, 
Henderson TX. Married 13 Jul 1913 in Mills Co. TX to Horace Greely Potter (1890-
1954, F: 61831688). Buried in Athens Cemetery, Athens, Henderson TX. F: 61832177 

• Elmer Mitchell (“Mitch”) Taff, 14 Oct 1893 Bell Co. TX – 11 Jul 1971 Tom Green Co. 
TX. Served in WWI as a corporal in Battery A, 345th Field Artillery. Married 28 Oct 
1922 in San Saba Co. TX to Lillie Mae Crawford (1903-1981, F: 6232544). They had 2 
children. Buried in Mertzon Cemetery, Mertzon, Irion TX. F: 6232540 

• Katie Bell Taff Miller, 9 Oct 1896 San Saba Co. TX – 30 Aug 1978 Big Spring, Howard 
TX. Wife of Homer Vivian Miller (1896-1974, F; 137136028) whom she married 27 Jun 
1918 in Goldthwaite, Mills TX. Died of ovarian cancer. Buried in Trinity Memorial 
Park, Big Spring, Howard TX. F: 137136028 

• Samuel Rimmer (“Doc”) Taff, 19 Jan 1900 San Saba Co. TX – 27 Nov 1947 San 
Angelo, Tom Green Co. TX. Married 14 Jul 1940 to Ettie Fay Funderburg (19 Jul 1909 
– 22 Mar 1993 TX, F: 176149219) who later married Rev. Walter Hollis Parker (1902 
TX – 1993 TX, F: 176149044). Samuel is buried in Shaw Bend Ceemtery, San Saba, 
San Saba TX. F: 52012763 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 1, San Saba Co. TX – conducted 28 Jun 1900 
T.D. Taff, 37 TN, May 1863, parents b. TN, married 18 years, farmer 
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S.M., 40 TX, Mar 1860, father b. AL, mother b. TX, gave birth to 9 children, 9 are living 
Myrtle, 16 TX, Oct 1883, at school 
Ada, 15 TX, Jan 1885, at school 
William, 13 TX, Jun 1887, at school 
Mattie, 11 TX, Jan 1889, at school 
Riller, 9 TX, Feb 1891, at school 
Elmer, 9 TX, Oct 1892 
Rufus, 6 TX, Feb 1894 
Katie, 3 TX, Oct 1896 
Rimmer, 5 months TX, Jan 1900 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 1, San Saba Co. TX 
Thomas B. Taff, 47 TN, parents b. TN, in 1st marriage, married 27 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Spicey, 50 TX, father b. AL, mother b. TX, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 9 children, 9 are living 
Myrtle E., 24 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
William L., 23 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Oriles B., 18 TX, farm laborer, home farm [Rilla] 
Elmer R., 16 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Rufus W., 13 TX 
Katie M., 12 TX 
Samane R., 10 TX [Samuel Rimmer] 
[all the children are single] 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 1, San Saba Co. TX 
Tamas D. Taff, 57 TN, parents b. TN, farmer, general farm 
Spice, 58 TX, father b. AL, mother b. TX 
William T., 32 TX, single 
Elmer M., 26 TX, single 
Rufus W., 24 TX, single 
Samuel R., 20 TX, single 
[for wife & children: occupation: none] 
 
1930 Justice Precinct 1, San Saba Co. TX 
R.W. Taff, 35 TX, father b. TN, mother b. TX, farmer, general farm, WWI veteran 
Ida, 30 TX 
Alford, 9 TX 
Margie, 2 TX 
 
1940 San Saba Co. TX – same house in 1935 
Rufus W. Taff, 48 TX, farmer, farm 
Eula, 41 TX 
Alfred T., 18 TX 
Margie, 12 TX 
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Pencie D., 4 TX 
 
1950 Comanche Co. TX 
Rufus W. Taff, 55 TX, contractor, tile layer 
Eula L. Taff, 50 TX [wife] 
Pencie D. Taff, 14 TX [son] 
Charles E. Matthews, 32 TX, married, stockstarter, livestock dealer [son-in-law] 
Margie R. Matthews, 22 TX, married [daughter] 
 
 
 
 
 


