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TUSCANIA 
 
 

George Andrew Newton Thall 
1884 MI – 1947 IL 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/35293:2542?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB
61728&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35293:2542?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61728&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35293:2542?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61728&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35293:2542?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61728&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of George Andrew Newton Thall – “McHenry (IL) Plaindealer” Thursday 5 Jun 1947 p 1 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VSFV-

B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7NT-792M 
 
 



5 
 

From “The Sinking of the Tuscania” by Marilyn C. Gahm: 
 

Page 113: 
 

First Lieutenant George Newton Thall had been preparing for war in France, reading a book about 
trenches and “no-man’s land.” 

 
Page 148: 

 
In his lifeboat, Lieutenant E. Denman McNear faced the need to get away from the ship, in a leaking 
lifeboat, a boat so crowded “we could scarcely row” and minus any experienced oarsman, not 
having a crew member aboard. “Now began a painful hour.” Lieutenant Thall, who had lost hold of 
a dangling shipside rope and fallen into McNear’s lifeboat with its 65 men on board, stood up 
among the “absolutely green oarsmen” and began a rowing lesson – the method to row ahead and 
the way of “backing water.” McNear found a long oar and put it out astern through a lock, and he 
and another man began working the long oar while Lt. George Andrew Thall continued his coaching. 
Thall’s perusal of his book on fighting in no-man’s land, his activity when the torpedo hit, was not 
likely to have provided much pertinent advice. 

 
 

Life: 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 16 Jul 1916 p 18 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1421147:2207?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=h

FB61734&_phstart=successSource 
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“Los Angeles Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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[list continues] 

“Boston Globe” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 
 
 

 
“McHenry (IL) Plaindealer” Thursday 1 Aug 1946 p 8 
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An account of Denman McNear’s experiences on Tuscania – “Santa Rosa (CA) Press-Democrat” 

Sunday 5 Feb 1989 p 2 
 

Wife Glendora Rogers 
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Marriage in Yavapai Co. AZ to Glendora Rogers on 5 Jul 1910 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/588427:60873?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=h
FB61730&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/588427:60873?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61730&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/588427:60873?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61730&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/588427:60873?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61730&_phstart=successSource
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“Prescott (AZ) Weekly Journal-Miner” Wednesday 6 Jul 1910 p 4 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/84173:60236?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hF
B61731&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Glendora’s obituary in the “Highland Park (CA) Herald” Friday 19 Jan 1923 p 3 does not mention a 

surviving husband 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/84173:60236?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61731&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/84173:60236?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61731&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/84173:60236?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hFB61731&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89SV-39RP-2?i=609&cc=2001287 

 
Wife Jean C. Doyle 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/593417:2273?tid=&pid=&queryId=4fd4a97104bd59cad187609fb364efa8&_phsrc=hF

B61732&_phstart=successSource 
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Sailing on the SS “Ruth Alexander” from Ensenada to San Pedro 28 Sep 1930 

 

 
Obituary of Jean C. Doyle Thall (1897-1960) – “Chicago Tribune” Wednesday 27 Jan 1960 p 22 
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Obituary of Jean Doyle Thall – “McHenry (IL) Plaindealer” Thursday 28 Jan 1960 p 2 

 
 

 
Obituary of Jean Doyle Thall’s mother Catherine Roddy Doyle – “Chicago Tribune” Monday 16 May 

1932 p 18 
 

Daughter by Glendora Rogers: 
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One of the girls pictured is Patricia Rosalie Thall – Glendale (CA) High School 1928 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/69634038:1265 



16 
 

 
CA Death Index of daughter Patricia Rosalie Thall McCaughna (1911-1990) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4755029:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=5139dfa275153c74a28e1e5caf009bb1&_phsrc=

hFB61751&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/349169:5247 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4755029:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=5139dfa275153c74a28e1e5caf009bb1&_phsrc=hFB61751&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4755029:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=5139dfa275153c74a28e1e5caf009bb1&_phsrc=hFB61751&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4755029:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=5139dfa275153c74a28e1e5caf009bb1&_phsrc=hFB61751&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/349169:5247
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9SN-7WNX?i=541&cc=2001287 

 

 
“Los Angeles Times” Sunday 25 Mar 1923 p 46 
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“Los Angeles Times” Sunday 5 May 1929 p 49 
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Obituary – “Los Angeles Times” Saturday 22 Sep 1990 p 28 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900797314:61460 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900797314:61460
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93H-4S4T-

3?cc=1804002&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8JF-MJ8 
 

 
 
 

Birth & death of son George Andrew Thall in 1925 - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KF4M-95D 

 
Father: 
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Knights of the Maccabees - “Alpena (MI) Argus” Wednesday 28 Nov 1888 p 3 

 

\  
“Alpena (MI) Argus” Wednesday 12 Sep 1894 p 2 
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MI death record of Sylvester Wesley Thall - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354966-
02088?pId=1539230 

 
Mother: 
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MI death record of mother Agnes Chisholm Thall - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354965-
00065?pId=1417784 

 
 

Siblings: 
 



24 
 

 
Drowning death of brother Clifford William Thall (1887-1917) – “Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” 

Wednesday 13 Jun 1917 p 7 
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“Detroit Free Press” Wednesday 13 Jun 1917 p 13\ 

 
 
 

 
Drowning death of Clifford William Thall considered a merchant seaman lost during WWI - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1448:60552?tid=72419504&pid=240057793162&queryId=824fa51b6ec3d0f89e561c

76d7348603&_phsrc=hFB61723&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1448:60552?tid=72419504&pid=240057793162&queryId=824fa51b6ec3d0f89e561c76d7348603&_phsrc=hFB61723&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1448:60552?tid=72419504&pid=240057793162&queryId=824fa51b6ec3d0f89e561c76d7348603&_phsrc=hFB61723&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1448:60552?tid=72419504&pid=240057793162&queryId=824fa51b6ec3d0f89e561c76d7348603&_phsrc=hFB61723&_phstart=successSource
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MI marriage record of brother Frederick Charles Thall (1897-1992) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_341702-

00977?pId=1192239 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_341702-00977?pId=1192239
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_341702-00977?pId=1192239


27 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1309467:2549?tid=72419504&pid=240057793164&queryId=47335075e73ebb1c966f
89417162beae&_phsrc=hFB61726&_phstart=successSource 

 
          
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  George Andrew Newton Thall 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps, Casuals – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Long Beach, Los Angeles CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  George Andrew Newton Thall 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. George A.N. Thall, 2421 W. 30th St., Los Angeles CA 
Returned from war on: "Arcadia" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: George A. Thall 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. George A.N. Thall, PO Box 356, Los Angeles CA 
(captain, Engrs)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as George A.N. Thall - b. 5 Dec 1884 Alpena MI; res: Fox 
Rd., McHenry, McHenry IL. NOK Jean C. Thall, same address. Employed Kent Company, Riverside 
Dr., McHenry, McHenry IL. Height: 5’8 ½” – 150 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 2 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  24 Sep 1919 
Address:  1059 Thorndale St., Chicago IL 
Rank/unit:    captain, Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  5 Dec 1884 Alpena, Alpena MI  
Died: 2 Jun 1947 McHenry, McHenry IL (at his home: 104 S. Riverside Dr.)   
Find A Grave record: 84231859 – presence on Tuscania indicted in text & flower   
Burial location:  Chicago, Cook IL 
Cemetery:  Montrose 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Sylvester Wesley Thall, 20 Oct 1851 Hagerstown, Wayne IN – 1 Jan 1923 Alpena, 
Alpena MI. Son of Peter Thalle & Adaline C. Dove. Died of heart disease. Buried in 
Evergreen Cemetery, Alpena, Alpena MI. 
Find A Grave:  126395599 
 
Mother: Agnes L. Chisholm (Chisolm) Thall, 16 Nov 1865 Ontario, Canada – 24 Jul 1931 
Alpena, Alpena MI. Daughter of James Chisholm (b. Scotland) & Anna Scott (b. England). 
Died of a cerebral hemorrhage. Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Alpena, Alpena MI. 
Find A Grave:  126395512 
Parents’ marriage:  1883 
 
Spouse: Glendora Rogers Thall, 29 Aug 1889 Ontario, Canada – 17 Jan 1923 Los Angeles Co. CA. 
Daughter of E. O’B. Rogers. Sister of Naylor & Douglass Rogers. Died of tuberculosis meningitis at 
the age of 33 years.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  139753383 
Marriage: 5 Jul 1910 Prescott, Yavapai AZ. There appears to have been an estrangement as 
George is not mentioned in Glendora’s obituary, although her status is married on her CA 
death record. 
 
Spouse: Jean C. Doyle Thall, 8 Sep 1897 Chicago, Cook IL – Jan 1960 IL. Her mother was Catherine 
Roddy Doyle. According to her obituary, she is buried in Calvary Cemetery, but there are several 
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choices of cemeteries in the area with that name. Her mother, who died in May 1932, is also buried 
in Calvary.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 10 Feb 1923 Cook Co. IL  
 
Child: by Glendora Rogers 

• Patricia Rosalie Thall McCaughna, 13 Jul 1911 Los Angeles Co. CA – 21 Sep 1990 Costa 
Mesa, Orange CA. SSN 120-09-9746. At the time of Patricia’s birth, George & Glendora Thall 
lived at 1052 Fedora St., he 26 (b. Alpena MI), she age 27 (b. Ontario, Canada), he engineer 
in concrete construction, she housewife, her 1st child. Resident of Los Angeles CA when 
her father died in Jun 1947.- In the 1930 census, Patricia R. Thall (18 CA, father b. MI, mother 
b. Canada) lived in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA with her grandmother, Helen M. Rogers (64 
Canada, parents b. Canada,widowed). Neither has an occupation. - Married 13 Jul 1934 in 
Los Angeles Co. CA to George Webster McCaughna (19 Nov 1904 Owosso MI – 19 Mar 1985 
Orange Co. CA, SSN 563-10-5604), the son of Col. George Brinton McCaughna & Mary 
Emma Webster.  

 
Child: by Jean C. Doyle 

• George Andrew Thall, b. & d. 28 Apr 1925 Detroit, Wayne MI. His mother’s name is indexed 
as Genan Doyle Thall.  

 
Siblings: George was the oldest of 3 sons. 

• Clifford William Thall, Sep 1887 MI – 11 Jun 1917 in Lake Huron. Listed as a sailor in the 
1910 census. Fell overboard while employed as a deckhand on the “Annie Laurie” in Lake 
Huron; went missing from his watch, so it was determined he either fell or jumped 
overboard. 

• Frederick Charles Thall, 21 Nov 1897 Alpena, Alpena MMI – 14 Mar 1992 Alpena, Alpena MI. 
Married in 1932 to Marguerite Tillman (1912-1962, F: 119333283). Buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Alpena, Alpena MI. F: 126395735 

 
Notes:  
Graduate of the U of Michigan with a degree in civil engineering.  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Worked as an executive from coast-to-coast on such newspapers as the “Los Angeles 
Evening Herald,” “San Francisco Call-Post,” “Milwaukee Sentinel,” “Detroit Free Press” & 
“Chicago Herald & Examiner. On at least 3 of these newspapers, he was the classified 
advertising manager. 
 
Obituary: 
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"McHenry (IL) Plaindealer" 5 Jun 1947 p 1 - d. 2 Jun 1947, age 62, at home, ill over 1 year. Resident 
of  McHenry IL for less than 10 years. Active in work & civic affairs. Born Alpena MI 5 Dec 1884, U of 
MI grad in civil engineering. His interest turned to newspapers; see list on Find A Grave. Member of 
American Legion. Was member of General John Pershing's staff. Wrote the official history of 
Engineers operations. Cited for meritorious service. Tuscania survivor. The Thalls moved to 
McHenry IL from Chicago IL in March 1938. Employee of Kent Real Estate Co. Hospitalized in winter 
1946, then returned to work, then quit Jan 1947. Survived by wife Jean, daughter Mrs. Patricia 
McCaughna (Los Angeles) & brother Fred (Detroit)   
 
Social Security number: 353-03-5331 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Alpena, Alpena MI 
Sylvester Thall, 47 IN, Oct 1852, parents b. IN, married 17 years, bricklayer 
Agnes, 34 Canada, Nov 1865, parents b. Scotland, emigrated 1880, in US for 20 years, gave 
birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
George, 15 MI, Dec 1884, at school 
Clifford, 12 MI, Sep 1887, at school 
Frederic, 2 MI, Nov 1897 
 
1910 Alpena, Alpena MI – misindexed with surname HALL 
Sylvester Thall, 57 IN, father b. IN, mother b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 26 years, mason, 
odd jobs 
Agnes, 43 Canada, father b. Canada, mother b. Scotland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 
children, 3 are living 
George, 24 MI, single, engineer, mill 
Clifford W., 22 MI, sailor, steam--- [end of word unintelligible] 
Fred C., 12 MI 
& 2 nephews: Ray Walker (14 MI) & Maurice O. Walker (11 MI) 
 
1920 Manhattan, NY, NY – 244 – 51st St. 
George Thall, 35 MI, father b. NY, mother b. Canada, editor 
Glendora, 30 Canada, parents b. Canada, emigrated 1909, naturalized 
Patricia, 8 CA, school 
 
1930 Chicago, Cook IL – Lakeside Plaza Apartments 
George A. Thall, 45 MI, father b. IN, mother b. Canada, age 25 at 1st marriage, advertising, 
news paper, WWI veteran 
Jean, 34 IL, father b. Ireland, moither b. Canada 
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1940 McHenry, McHenry IL – in 1935 in Chicago, Cook IL 
George Shall [Thall[, 55 MI, salesman, real estate 
Jene, 45 IL 
 
1950 dead 
 


