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TUSCANIA 
 

Taylor, Ralph George 
1894 KS – 1961 OK 
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Obituary of Ralph George Taylor – “Ponca City (OK) News” Friday 29 Sep 1961 p 7 
 
 

 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) Friday 29 Sep 1961 p 41 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/451942225/?terms=%22taylor%20ralph%22&match=1 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/451942225/?terms=%22taylor%20ralph%22&match=1
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_0433-

01573?pId=469688 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-V97V-
4?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQCF-576Z 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_0433-01573?pId=469688
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406274_0433-01573?pId=469688
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Life: 
 
 

  
“Newkirk (OK) Republican News-Journal” Friday 24 Aug 1917 p 1 

 

  
“Newkirk (OK) Republican News-Journal” Friday 2 Sep 1917 p 3 

 
 
 

 
“Pratt (KS) Daily Tribune” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 4 
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[list continues] 

“Hennessy (OK) Clipper” Friday 14 Feb 1918 
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“Stafford (KS) Courier” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

 
“Blackwell (OK) Weekly Sun” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
Frank HELSEL – “McPherson (KS) Weekly Republican” Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Major County Chieftain” (Cleo OK) Friday 22 Mar 1918 p 10 
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“Caldwell (KS) News” Thursday 2 Jan 1919 p 7 

 



11 
 

 

 
This repeats the above letter, but adds an introduction explaining Ralph’s relatives and another 

letter written from Germany – “Stafford (KS) Courier” Thursday 16 Jan 1919 p 5 
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“Sedan (KS) Times-Star” Thursday 30 Jan 1919 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Ponca City (OK) News” Sunday 17 Jul 1955 p 9 

 

 
Deed – “Newkirk (OK) Herald Journal” Thursday 26 Jan 1956 p 6 
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Wife: 
 

 
IA birth record of Lura Miriam Bates - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/69174:61441 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/69174:61441
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/69174:61441
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“Winfield (KS) Daily Courier” Friday 12 Aug 1921 p 1 
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Lura Bates Taylor is standing, 3rd from left – “Ponca City (OK) News” Sunday 22 Jan 1956 p 15 

 
 

Children: 
 

  
AL death record of son Ralph James Taylor (1922-1967) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1699935:2543?tid=&pid=&queryId=c0d8d5242fe7e3e816b504e7e9e99779&_phsrc=
hFB61379&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1699935:2543?tid=&pid=&queryId=c0d8d5242fe7e3e816b504e7e9e99779&_phsrc=hFB61379&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1699935:2543?tid=&pid=&queryId=c0d8d5242fe7e3e816b504e7e9e99779&_phsrc=hFB61379&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1699935:2543?tid=&pid=&queryId=c0d8d5242fe7e3e816b504e7e9e99779&_phsrc=hFB61379&_phstart=successSource
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“Blackwell (OK) Journal-Tribune” Monday 9 Mar 1942 p 2 
 

 
“Blackwell (OK) Journal-Tribune” Sunday 13 Jun 1943 p 3 

 

 
“Ponca City (OK) News” Sunday 12 Sep 1943 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3039416:8750 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3039416:8750
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marriage of daughter Arlene Lucille Taylor to Charles R. Hall on 28 Mar 1945 in Kay Co. OK - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/964428652:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=ecd8a28c712d86cb565815bf427e100c&_phs

rc=hFB61383&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964428652:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=ecd8a28c712d86cb565815bf427e100c&_phsrc=hFB61383&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964428652:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=ecd8a28c712d86cb565815bf427e100c&_phsrc=hFB61383&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964428652:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=ecd8a28c712d86cb565815bf427e100c&_phsrc=hFB61383&_phstart=successSource
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“Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Sunday 18 Feb 1990 p 74 
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Columnist Arlene Hall-Wirth in the “Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Wednesday 27 Nov 1996 p 25 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 9 Apr 1945 p 9 
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“Ponca City (OK) News” Thursday 5 Apr 1945 p 7 
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“Blackwell (OK) Journal-Tribune” Monday 17 May 1943 p 2 

 

 
“Blackwell (OK) Journal-Tribune” Wednesday 19 May 1943 p 9 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47118373:60901 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3489836:61260 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47118373:60901
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3489836:61260
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“Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Saturday 30 Dec 1995 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1083435142:61253 

 

 
Obituary of Frank Wirth – “Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Thursday 6 Jul 1989 p 13 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1083435142:61253
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14880913:7545 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/409916:61260 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14880913:7545
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/409916:61260
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Letter to the editor – “Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Wednesday 27 Nov 1991 p 14 

 

 
Christmas donation – “Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Wednesday 4 Dec 1991 p 10 
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“Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Tuesday 8 Dec 1992 p 15 

 

 
“Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Sunday 27 Dec 1992 p 23 

 

 
“Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Wednesday 10 Jan 1996 p 9 
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“Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Monday 18 Oct 1999 p 9 

 
 

 
Obituary of Arlene Lucille Taylor Hall-Wirth – “Morristown (NJ) Daily Record” Sunday 10 Jun 2007 p 

A18 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/256199319/ 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Anna Laura Helsel Taylor – “Blackwell (OK) Journal-Tribune” Friday 27 Jun 1952 

p 1 
 

 
“Ponca City (OK) News” Thursday 26 Jun 1952 p 2 
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Siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of sister Elsie Jane Taylor Morard Westling (1896-1968) – “Wichita (KS) Eagle” Tuesday 9 

Jul 1968 p 15 
 

 
Obituary of Harry F. Westling – “Wichita (KS) Eagle” Friday 16 Feb 1973 p 26 
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Marriage of E. Jane Taylor to Frank J. Morard 5 Mar 1926 Jackson Co. MO - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c22640-
1969?pId=507542089 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c22640-1969?pId=507542089
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c22640-1969?pId=507542089
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Marriage of brother Othel Emmett Taylor (1902-1986) to Grace Irene Johnson – “Wellington (KS) 

Monitor-Press” Wednesday 21 Feb 1923 p 1 
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WWII draft registration of brother Carris William / William Carris Taylor (1911-1972) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44011_03_00039-
02007?pId=25031036 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44011_03_00039-02007?pId=25031036
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44011_03_00039-02007?pId=25031036
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Obituary of William Carris Taylor – “Tucson (AZ) Citizen” Friday 13 Oct 1972 p 49 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44011_03_00039-
02007?pId=25031036 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44011_03_00039-02007?pId=25031036
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44011_03_00039-02007?pId=25031036
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\ 
Obituary of William Carris Taylor – “Wichita (KS) Beacon” Saturday 14 Oct 1972 p 27 
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Registers for WWII draft as William Coy Taylor, with birthdate of 20 May 1911 – father is William 

Emmett Taylor - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/17789760:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=c52a53e716f6e6f13a3720604bcbd016&_phsrc

=hFB61407&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/43834548:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=31d39145a3cd9b2be6385b7746c658c1&_phs
rc=hFB61398&_phstart=successSource 

 
  

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Ralph George Taylor 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,602 
Entered service from:  Caldwell, Sumner KS 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ralph G. Taylor 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Willie Taylor, Caldwell KS 
Returned from war on: "Alaskan" Jun 1919, 
Sailed on return ship as: Ralph G. Taylor 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Anna L. Taylor, Caldwell KS (mechanic, cavalry, 
HQ Troops, IV Army Corps)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ralph George Taylor - b. 6 Aug 1894 St. John KS; res: 
221 W. Oklahoma, Blackwell, Kay OK. Single. Baker, City Bakery, Blackwell OK. Medium height & 
build. 
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as Ralph George Taylor - b. 6 Aug 1894 Staford 
[sic/Stafford] KS; res: Blackwell, Kay OK. NOK Lucile Taylor, same address. Employed by R.W. 
Garich, 304 W. McKinley / 520 Domain, Blackwell, Kay OK. Height: 5’10 ½” – 200 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  3 Oct 1917 
Discharged: 24 Jun 1919   
Address:  Ozark AR 
Rank/unit:   mechanic, HQ Tr 4 Army Corps  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  6 Aug 1894 St. John, Stafford KS  
Died: 27 Sep 1961 Ponca City (partially in Kay Co., partially in Osage Co.) OK   
Find A Grave record: 92324168 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Osage Co. OK 
Cemetery:  Sunset Memorial Park 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oklahoma Mech HQ Trp 4 Army Corps WWI   
 
Father:  William Emmett Taylor, 27 Oct 1869 Cass Co. MO – 18 Feb 1940 Caldwell, Sumner KS. 
Buried in Caldwell City Cemetery, Caldwell, Sumner KS.   
Find A Grave:  68140282 
 
Mother: Anna Laura Helsel Taylor, 12 Dec 1872 Fort Wayne, Allen IN – 26 Jun 1952 Ponca City, Kay 
OK. Buried in Caldwell City Cemetery, Caldwell, Sumner KS. 
Find A Grave:  68140315 
Parents’ marriage:  30 May 1892 Fort Wayne, Allen IN 
 
Spouse: Lura Miriam (Lucille) Bates Taylor, 25 Aug 1897 Exline, Appanoose IA – Apr 1976 
NJ. Daughter of William Henry Bates (1870-1953) & Mary Etta Rice (1869-1964). She is 
apparently SSN 441-24-8493, last residence Budd Lake, Morris NJ. Her daughter Arlene 
had become a resident of New Jersey. 
Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, Osage Co. OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  92324184 
Marriage: 12 Aug 1921 Arkansas City 
 
Children: 

• Ralph James Taylor, 30 Mar 1922 AR – 1 Feb 1967 Mobile, Mobile AL. Major in the US Air 
Force. Served in WWII & Korea. Was stationed at Tyndall Air Force Base, Panama City FL, 
when his father died in Sep 1961. Buried in Barrancas National Cemetery, Pensacola, 
Escambia FL. F: 1243845 

• Arlene Lucille Taylor Hall-Wirth, 28 Jun 1925 Memphis, Shelby TN – 8 Jun 2007 Boonton, 
Morris NJ. Resident of Joliet IL in Sep 1961 when her father died. Married 28 Mar 1945 in 
First Methodist Church, Pona City, Kay Co. OK to Charles Robert (“Bob”) Hall, son of 
Claude G. Hall (F: 87764553) & Mary E. Coop (F: 87764401). Charles was born 14 Feb 1925 
in Blackwell, Kay OK & died 29 Dec 1995, SSN 440-22-7195 Dover, Morris NJ. Charles 
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moved to NJ in 1965. At the time of his death, Charles was married to Elsa Britos Hall. – As 
Arlene L. Taylor, on 21 Dec 1988 in Parsippany-Troy Hills township, Morris NJ, she married 
Frank Wirth, a native of Hungary, who died at age 53 on 5 Jul 1989 in Denville, Morris NJ. – 
According to her obituary, Arlene Hall-Wirth is buried in Restland Memorial Park, East 
Hanover, Morris NJ but is not on Find A Grave as of 7 Mar 2023. 

 
Siblings: Ralph was the oldest child. 

• Elsie Jane Taylor Westling, Jun 1896 St. John, Stafford KS – 8 Jul 1968. Wife of Harry F. 
Westling (1893-1973, F: 59502335). Resident of Wichita KS in Jun 1952 & Sep 1961. Buried 
in Caldwell City Cemetery, Caldwell, Sumner KS. F: 59502328 

• Othel Emmett (“Jerry”) Taylor, 21 Feb 1902 Woods Co. OK – Mar 1986 Ponca City, Kay OK. 
Married 14 Feb 1923 in Wichita, Sedgwick KS to Grace Irene Johnson (1901-1990, F: 
42779441). Buried in Resthaven Memorial Park, Ponca City, Kay OK. F; 42779459 

• Grace Irene Taylor Craig, 4 Feb 1909 Woods Co. OK – 18 Oct 1993 Lamont, Grant OK. 
Married 2 Mar 1929 in Winfield, Cowley KS to Homer Keith Craig (1907-2001, F: 58309286).  
Buried in Caldwell City Cemetery, Caldwell, Sumner KS. F: 58309251 

• William Carris [Carris William] (“Bill”) Taylor, 2 Apr 1911 Woods Co. OK – 1 Oct 1972 
Tucson, Pima AZ. When he registers for the WWII draft on 16 Oct 1940 in Sacramento, 
Sacramento CA, he lists his middle name as Coy & his birthdate as 20 May 1911 in OK. 
Resident of Gunnison, Gunnison Co. CO in Jun 1952 & Sep 1961; his obituary says he was a 
resort operator there.  Resident of Tucson AZ in Jul 1968. Survived by wife Leona, according 
to obituary & her name is inscribed on his tombstone, with the death year blank & no entry 
in Find A Grave. Leona is Lena/Leona LaFern Miller, b. 7 Sep 1911 Willard, Shawnee KS & 
died 9 Feb 2002. Her last residence according to Social Security was in Tucson, Pima AZ. 
Her SSN: 509-10-9001. The daughter of John Alverta Miller & Bessie Eloise Gibson, her 
surname had changed to Burton in Jan 1943 (according to Social Security) & then in May 
1944 to Taylor. – In the 1950 census for Anthony, Harper KS, William C. Taylor (39 OK, 
proprietor of a retail auto supply store) lives with his wife Leona (38 KS) & daughter Phyllis 
(13 KS) who is Mrs. Phyllis Mitchell of Denver CO. at the time of William’s death.  

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 441-05-6285 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Galena, Woods OK 
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Will Taylor, 31 MO, Oct 1864, father b. KY, mother b. MO, married 7 years, farmer 
Annie L., 25 IN, Dec 1874, father b. OH, mother b. IN, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Ralph G., 5 KS, Aug 1894 
Elsie J., 3 KS, Jun 1896 
 
1905 KS state census – Pratt Co. KS – 1 Mar 1905 
Wm. Taylor, 34 Cass Co. MO, farmer 
Anne, 31 Allen Co. IN, house wife 
Ralph, 10 Stafford Co. KS, student 
Elsie, 8 Stafford Co. KS, student 
Othel, 3 [name of county blurry] OK 
 
1910 Cleo, Major OK 
William E. Taylor, 40 MO, father b. KY, mother b. MO, in 1st marriage, married 15 years, 
butcher, meat store 
Anna R., 37 IN, parents b. IN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Ralph G., 15 KS 
Elsie, 13 KS 
Othel E., 7 OK 
Geneva I., 2 OK 
 
1920 Arkansas, Cowley KS – Ralph & his brother Othel 
Wm. Ulrich, 31 KS, parents b. Germany, proprietory, bakery 
Nina Ulrich, 29 MO, parents b. MO, assistant, bakery [wife] 
Ralph Taylor, 25 KS, father b. MO, mother b. IN, baker, bakery [lodger] 
Othel Taylor, 17 KS, father b. MO, mother b. IN, baker, bakery [lodger] 
 
1930 Booneville, Logan AR 
Ralph Taylor, 35 KS, father b. MO, mother b. IN, age 25 at 1st marriage, proprietor, bakery, 
WWI veteran 
Lura Taylor, 33 IA, parents b. IA, age 23 at 1st marriage [misindexed as Lula] [wife] 
James Taylor, 7 AR [son – i.e. Ralph James] 
Arlene Taylor, 4 AR [daughter] 
Carris, 19 OK, father b. MO, mother b. IN, helper, baking [brother] 
Jonnie Bond, 21 KS, father b. NE, mother b. MO, helper, baking [boarder] 
 
1930 Caldwell, Sumner OK – Carris William (Billie C.) is double-counted in the 1930 census, listed 
with both his brother Ralph & his parents] 
William E. Taylor, 59 MO, father b. KY, mother b. PA, age 23 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farming 
Anna L., 55 IN, father b. OH, mother b. IN, age 19 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Billie C., 19 OK, father b. MO, mother b. IN, laborer, gas pipe line [son] 
The next entry on the page is Ralph’s married sister Geneva Taylor, daughter of William & Anna: 
Kieht [sic] Craig, 22 OK, parents b. KS, age 21 at 1st marriage, carpenter, building 
Geneva I. Craig, 21 OK, father b. MO, mother b. IN, age 20 [wife] 
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1940 Blackwell, Kay OK – same place in 1935 
Ralph B. Taylor, 45 KS, bakery, whole sale 
Lucile M., 42 IA [i.e. Lura] 
Ralph J., 17 AR 
Arlene L., 14 TN 
 
1950 Ponca City, Kay OK 
Ralph B. Taylor, 58 KS, head baker, bakery 
Louisel, 52 OK 
 


