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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Bigger, James Coburn (Sr.) 
1878 PA – 1950 MD 

 
 

 
James Coburn Bigger  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/mediaphotopublic/?name=Jim_Bigger&dea
th=_AL&count=10&fh=230&fsk=BEE5bLQIgAAERQHvjBw-61- 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/mediaphotopublic/?name=Jim_Bigger&death=_AL&count=10&fh=230&fsk=BEE5bLQIgAAERQHvjBw-61-
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/mediaphotopublic/?name=Jim_Bigger&death=_AL&count=10&fh=230&fsk=BEE5bLQIgAAERQHvjBw-61-
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/34207:2392 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/34207:2392
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/237403:62272 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/237403:62272
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/113059:62477 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/162617:2400?tid=&pid=&queryId=1ddb8693-23ff-4c77-be61-
31cee1a01f93&_phsrc=cPx8793&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/113059:62477
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/162617:2400?tid=&pid=&queryId=1ddb8693-23ff-4c77-be61-31cee1a01f93&_phsrc=cPx8793&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/162617:2400?tid=&pid=&queryId=1ddb8693-23ff-4c77-be61-31cee1a01f93&_phsrc=cPx8793&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/162617:2400?tid=&pid=&queryId=1ddb8693-23ff-4c77-be61-31cee1a01f93&_phsrc=cPx8793&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2SB1-
2?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZG-KJY9&action=view 
 

 
Obituary – “Baltimore (MD) Evening Sun” Friday 20 Oct 1950 p 51 
 
 
 

Life: 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 12 May 1911 p 9 
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“Greenville (NC) News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Excerpts – “Cincinnati (OH Enquirer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Charlotte (NC) Observer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Raleigh (NC) News & Observer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 

 
 
 

 
“Asheville (NC) Citizen-Times” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Wednesday 15 Aug 1917 p 5 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/5452120:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=fc88ffb4-24fa-4f32-8fd3-
a8b54ecf77ca&_phsrc=cPx8779&_phstart=successSource 
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Article continues – “Morning News Bernian” (New Bern NC) Wednesday 12 Dec 1917 p 5 
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Obituary of Anna Roberts Bigger – “Baltimore (MD) Sun” Tuesday 17 Aug 1965 p 29 
 
 
 
Children: 
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PA death record of son Thomas Allen Bigger (1912-1939) – died at age 26 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/604696458:5164 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/604696458:5164
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Thomas Allen Bigger - Queen Anne High School, Seattle WA – 1932 yearbook – 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b198839-

00019?pId=357639214 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b198839-00019?pId=357639214
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b198839-00019?pId=357639214


19 
 

 



20 
 

 
*** 



21 
 

 
Two different articles on same page - “Roseburg (OR) Review” Thursday 22 May 1913 p 1 

 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 23 May 1913 p 5 
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WWII draft registration of son James Coburn Bigger Jr. (1925-1989) – dated 14 Nov 1945 – 

the war ended in Aug 1945 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44015_05_00002-

00065?pId=5787615 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44015_05_00002-00065?pId=5787615
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44015_05_00002-00065?pId=5787615
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Western Maryland College, Westminster MD – 1946 freshmen - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b074682-
00165?pId=240760597 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b074682-00165?pId=240760597
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b074682-00165?pId=240760597
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/106695434/person/100170927015/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/106695434/person/100170927015/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/106695434/person/100170927015/facts
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Obituary of James Coburn Bigger Jr. – “Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Tuesday 18 Apr 

1898 p 6 
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“Memphis (TN) Commercial Appeal” Thursday 21 Mar 1974 p 28 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father Thomas W. Bigger – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Saturday 23 Aug 
1924 p 18 
 

 
Paternal grandfather Thomas W. Bigger obituary – Find A Grave 21019542 – published in 
“Xenia (OH) Evening Gazette” 17 Sep 1924 
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“Springfield (OH) News-Sun” Saturday 20 Sep 1924 p 2 
 

Mother: 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/23855454/person/12571514716/facts?_phsrc=cPx8776&_phstart=succe
ssSource 
 
 
 

Sibling: 
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From Find A Grave 90791263 of brother Frederick Thomas Bigger (1880-1963) 
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PA death record of Frederick Thomas - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/7484986:5164?tid=2079818&pid=24663821565&queryId=5b2d35cb-2aa0-
48f7-927d-8620ee1fd419&_phsrc=cPx8809&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7484986:5164?tid=2079818&pid=24663821565&queryId=5b2d35cb-2aa0-48f7-927d-8620ee1fd419&_phsrc=cPx8809&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7484986:5164?tid=2079818&pid=24663821565&queryId=5b2d35cb-2aa0-48f7-927d-8620ee1fd419&_phsrc=cPx8809&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7484986:5164?tid=2079818&pid=24663821565&queryId=5b2d35cb-2aa0-48f7-927d-8620ee1fd419&_phsrc=cPx8809&_phstart=successSource
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https://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/4698/ 
 

  

https://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/4698/


34 
 



35 
 



36 
 

https://www.snohomishcarnegie.org/the-buildings-history.aspx? 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  James Coburn Bigger (Sr.) 
Name variations:  1918 newspapers: Charles Coburn Bigger 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Officer Reserve Corps – 2nd lieutenant 
Serial number:  numbers were not assigned to US Army officers during WWI 
Entered service from:  New Bern, Craven NC 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James Coburn Bigger 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. J.C. Bigger, 370 S. Front St., New Bern NC 
Returned from war on: 'Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James C. Bigger 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Alma R. Bigger, 37 S. Front St. Nero (North?), 
New Bern NC (2nd lt., QMC) 
World War I draft registration (1917): 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  1421 S. Aberdeen St., Chicago IL 

World War II draft registration (1942): as James Coburn Bigger - b. 28 Jun 1878 Pittsburgh 
PA; res: 302 Murdock Rd., Rodgers Forge, Baltimore MD . NOK Mrs. Anna Bigger of the 
same address. Employed by the US Department of Agriculture, Washington DC, at 407 
Appraisers Stores Bldg., Baltimore MD. Height 5 ft. 3 inches, 180 pounds. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Spanish-American War: 
Enlisted 9 May 1898 
Discharged 22 Aug 1899 
World War I: 
Enlisted 27 Nov 1917 
Discharged 26 May 1919 
Address: Coos City OR 
Rank/unit: 2nd lieutenant, QMC 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  28 Jun 1878 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA 
Died:  17 Oct 1950 MD (likely in Baltimore)  
Find A Grave record:  209423512 
Burial location: Parkville, Baltimore Co. MD [also found in obituary in “Baltimore Evening 
Sun” 20 Oct 1950 p 51] 
Cemetery: Moreland Memorial Park 
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Tombstone: 
 
Father: Thomas W. Bigger, 19 Apr 1844 Xenia, Greene OH -21 Aug 1924 Seattle, King OH.  
Son of Thomas W. Bigger (1844-1924, F: 21019542) & Sarah Lois Coburn (1848-1891, F: 
21019557). 
Civil War veteran. Lived in Pittsburgh until 1904, then moved to the Pacific Coast to invest 
in mining. His obituaries appear on his Find A Grave record & in the “Pittsburgh (PA) Daily 
Post” 23 Aug 1924 p 7, where he is described as a former prominent real estate & public 
affairs resident of Pittsburg & the “Pittsburgh Post-Gazette” 23 Aug 1924 p 18 – died at age 
76, in good health according to his son Frederick a week ago when Thomas went to visit his 
other son near Seattle. Was the city auditor of old Allegheny City for 15-20 years. Settled in 
Seattle about 20 years ago, but made several trips back to Pittsburgh to visit Frederick. 
Funeral plans were uncertain. Expected him to be cremated, and perhaps sent to Xenia OH 
where wife was buried. Survived by sons Frederick (4181 Center Ave., Pittsburgh PA) & 
James (near Seattle).  
Buried in Woodland Cemetery, Xenia, Greene OH. 
Find A Grave: 21019542 
Parents’ marriage: 1876 
 
Mother: Sarah Lois Coburn Bigger, 27 May 1848 Xenia, Greene OH – 7 Jun 1891 WA 
Daughter of Dr. James A. Coburn (1820 IN) & Mary Jane Gest (1824-1905, F: 21019585, in 
same cemetery as her daughter Sarah). 
Buried in Woodland Cemetery, Xenia, Greene OH. 
Find A Grave: 21019557 
Parents’ marriage: 1876 
 
Spouse:  Anna Wheeler Roberts Bigger, 20 Dec 1882 Beaufort, Carteret NC – 13 Aug 1965 
Memphis, Shelby TN. [Birth surname was Roberts]  
Daughter of William Jackson Roberts (1835-1888, F: 73405019) & Susan Langdon Robinson 
(1851-1901, F: 73405262). 
Obituary: “Baltimore (MD) Sun” 15 Aug 1965 p 41 – Anna Roberts Bigger of Memphis TN, d. 
13 Aug 1965.Widow of James C. Bigger Sr., Mother of James C. Bigger of Memphis. Funeral 
17 Aug, with interment in Moreland.  
Buried in Moreland Memorial Park, Parkville, Baltimore Co. MD. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 209423513 
Marriage: James C. Bigger, son of Thomas W. Bigger & Sarah Coburn, resident of Pierce Co. 
WA - married Anna Wheeler Roberts in Shelton, Mason Co. WA on 28 Dec 1907 – Sarah 
resident of Cartaret Co. NC, daughter of William Jackson Roberts & Susan Robinson. 
 
Children: 

• Thomas Allen Bigger, 6 Nov 1912 Portland, Multnomah OR – 10 Jul 1939 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. “Roxburg (OR) Review” Thursday 22 May 1913 p 1 – 
Thomas Allen Bigger was an entry in the 1st “eugenic show” for attractive babies, 
held in Roseburg OR by the Commercial Club. “Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) 
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23 May 1913 p 5 – Thomas Allen Bigger took 1st place in the perambulator division in 
the parade portion of the baby contest. – His PA death record lists him as a student, 
died at age 26 of pulmonary tuberculosis, complicated by congenital heart disease 
(tetralogy of Fallot). Tetralogy of Fallot is caused by 4 heart changes present at birth, 
resulting in circulation of oxygen-poor blood. It is rare; people with it may have deep 
blue or gray skin, nails & lips. The 4 defects are: a narrowing of the valve between 
the heart & lungs (pulmonary valve stenosis); a hole between the bottom heart 
chamber (ventricular septal defect); Shifting of the aorta (the body’s main artery) 
from its usual position attached to the lower heart chamber but shifted to the right; 
and thickening of the right lower chamger of the heart (right ventricular 
hypertrophy). It requires heart surgery to correct; this was likely not an option in the 
1930s.  Buried in Moreland Memorial Park, Parkville, Baltimore Co. MD. F: 
209423514 

• James Coburn Bigger Jr. 29 Sep 1925 Portland, Multnomah OR – 12 Apr 1989 
Memphis, Shelby TN. Husband of Virginia Harman (1928-1981, F: 209423538), the 
daughter of Reuben L. Harman & Hilda M. Wilson. – Survived by wife Mary Jean Ford 
Hughes-Bigger, daughter of Lawrence W. Ford (d. 3 Mar 1976 TN), F: 19501268). 
Lawrence is buried with Rose Nell Ford (1913-1977, F: 19501342).  Mary Jean’s 1st 
husband was Gerald Doss (“Pete”) Hughes (1941 AR – 1974 TN, F: 93190021). - 
Buried in Memphis Memory Gardens, Memphis, Shelby TN. F: 35725162 

 
Siblings: 

• Frederick Thomas Bigger, 10 Dec 1880 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 17 Jun 1963 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. Buried in Pittsburgh. Graduate of U of PA with degree in 
architecture 1903. In 1908 established firm in Seattle WA with partner James S. 
Warner. Bigger & Warner moved to Philadelphia PA in 1910, where it became Evans, 
Bigger & Warner. In 1914, Frederick moved to Pittsburgh where he lived the rest of 
his life. Joined the American Institute of Architects in 1937. Chief planner of 
Greenbelt towns in MD, OH, WI. On Pittsburgh Planning Commission 1922-1954, 
where he initiated & implemented “The Pittsburgh Plan.” Never married. Died of 
bronchopneumonia. Buried in Homewood Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. F: 
90791263 

 
Notes: 
 
Was a Washington & Jefferson College student in the senior class, preparatory department 
1897-1897, resident of Allegheny, room at E. Beau St. & Wade. 
 
Earle R. Forrest wrote a book in the 1920s – “The History of Washington County” [PA] – 
which detailed the 10th PA Volunteer Infantry’s involvement in the Spanish-American War. 
There were 250 Washington & Jefferson College students who enlisted, leaving the county 
on 27 Apr 1898 for war. The men figured they would be sent to Cuba but were instead 
assigned to the Philippines.   
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Among those mustered in on 9 May 1898 were James C. Bigger. The men went to Mt. 
Gretna, then to Camp Merritt in Richmond in late May, one of the 3 volunteer regiments 
east of the Mississippi River to composed the 1st expedition to Asia. They sailed on the 
“Zealandia” on 15 Jun 1898 from San Francisco, arriving in Honolulu 24 Jun, then sailing 
into Manila Bay on 17 Jul. On 31 Jul 1898 they became the first American troops fired upon 
in the Philippines, at Fort Malate.  The troops advanced on Manila on 13 Aug. 

 
 
Pre-war: 
Private in Spanish-American War, 10th PA Volunteer Infantry. One source said his 
photographs are at the US Army Heritage & Education Center, Carlisle PA - mustered in 11 
May 1898 & out 22 Aug 1899 
 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) 12 May 1911 
The 26th annual meeting of the Oregon Commandery of the Loyal Legion held in Portland. 
Elected a member of the 2nd class (eligible through an original “companion” who actively 
participated in the Civil War) was James Coburn Bigger of Eugene OR.   
 
Wartime: 
 
“Kings Mountain (NC) Herald” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
One of 3 NC men for which there is no report – James Coborn [sic] Bigger of New Bern NC. 
[several 1918 newspapers misspelled Coburn as Coborn] 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Baltimore Evening Sun” 20 Oct 1950 p 51 – James C. Bigger, Sr., d. 17 Oct 1950, survived 
by wife Anna W. (nee Roberts) Bigger & son James C. Bigger Jr., of 602 Walker Ave. Funeral 
at St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church with interment in Moreland Memorial Park. 
 
Social Security Number: 399-26-1556 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Allegheny Co. PA 
James Bigger, 20 PA, Jun 1879, parents b. OH, time keeper 
Lodger with Thomas E. & Mary A. Walsh & their 2 daughters, ages 10 & 5 
 
1910 Portland, Multnomah OR – 415 E. 13th 
James C. Bigger, 30 PA, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 2 years, salesman, 
confectionery & bread 
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Anna, 26 NC, parents b. NC, in 1st marriage, has given birth to zero children 
With nephew Jack Woolford, 13 NC, father b. NC, mother b. MD 
 
1920 
 
1930 Seattle, King WA – 201 Queen Anne Ave. 
James C. Bigger, 52 PA, parents b. OH, age 30 at 1st marriage, traveling salesman, groceries 
– military: in S P (Spanish-American War), Filo (in Philippines), WWI 
Anna R., 45 NC, parents b. NC,, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Thomas A., 17 OR 
James C. Jr., 4 OR 
 
1940 Western Springs township, Cook Co. IL – 4376 Grand Ave. – resided in Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia PA in 1935 
James C. Bigger, 62 PA, marketing specialist, Bureau of Agriculture 
Anna R., 58 NC 
James C., 14 OR 
 
1950 Cecil Co. MD – US Veterans Hospital – line 10 
James C. Bigger, 72 PA, married 
 
 


