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TUSCANIA 

 

Bickford, James Oscar 
1896 CA – 1960 CA 

 

 

 
 

James Oscar Bickford – “San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/457855159/ 

 

 
Born 11 Feb 1896 Santa Clara Co. CA  - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61460/images/47732_B353989-
00012?pId=301319685 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61460/images/47732_B353989-00012?pId=301319685
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61460/images/47732_B353989-00012?pId=301319685
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8834/images/40670_331719-

00058?pId=32692 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8834/images/40670_331719-00058?pId=32692
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8834/images/40670_331719-00058?pId=32692
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It can be argued that instead of Carrie or Connie, this could be VINA Williams - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9SD-
ZXM3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQGL7-

HKXG&action=view 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/117294537/person/210156283158/facts 
 



4 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-29Z5-

1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCH-
VLVN&action=view 

 
“San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent Journal” Thursday 25 Feb 1960 p 6 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 24 Feb 1960 p 10 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/458413574/ 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/458413574/
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Appears to be the correct James Oscar Bickford, age 13, runaway from his San Francisco 

CA home – in companion with a suspected murderer – “The Californian” (Salinas CA) 
Saturday 11 Dec 1909 p 1 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
Article continues – “Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“San Francisco Bulletin” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“San Francisco Bulletin” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 24 

 

 
“Roseville (CA) Press” Thursday 11 Feb 1932 p 4 
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“Roseville (CA) Press-Tribune” Wednesday 17 Feb 1932 p 4 
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“Roseville (CA) Press-Tribune” Wednesday 24 Feb 1932 p 1 
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“Sacramento Bee” Thursday 27 Aug 1936 p 4 

 

 
Death of maternal aunt Minnie Edith Williams Goepel (F: 50842028) – his mother Vina 

Jeans is listed as Minnie’s deceased sister – “Sacramento Bee” Monday 18 Feb 1952 p 20 
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“Sacramento Bee” Monday 18 Feb 1952 p 6 

 
Wife Ruth Edna Haughwout:: 

 

 
Ruth Haughwout Bickford - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/117596326/person/262052538452/media/30935ed5-c965-4444-b087-
be12f44397b2 
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Marriage on 14 Jun 1919 in Manhasset NY - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/117294537/person/210156283158/facts 
 

 
Obituary of Ruth Haughwout Bickford – “Roseville (CA) Press-Tribune” Friday 29 May 1936 

p 1 
 

Wife Beatrice Lucinda Nelson: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/117294537/person/210156283158/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/117294537/person/210156283158/facts
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Marriage to Beatrice Nelson on 1 Jul 1939 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5DC-
7R8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4T-

KJ25&action=view 
 

 
Beatrice Nelson Bickford - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/117596326/person/262052621925/facts 
 

 
 

Children: 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5DC-7R8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4T-KJ25&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5DC-7R8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4T-KJ25&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5DC-7R8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4T-KJ25&action=view
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/117596326/person/262052621925/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/117596326/person/262052621925/facts
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Birth of daughter Ruth Edna Bickford, later Hossfeld (1922-1991) – “San Francisco Journal 

& Daily Journal of Commerce” Wednesday 8 Feb 1922 p 12 
 

 

 
Birth of Ruth Edna Bickford - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/927174:5247 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/927174:5247
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/927174:5247
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Marriage license of Ruth Bickford & John Hossfeld - “San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent 
Journal” Saturday 18 Sep 1954 p 3 

 

 

 
CA Death Index of Ruth Bickford Hossfeld - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3443261:5180 
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Obituary of John Hossfeld – “Sacramento Bee” Friday 10 Oct 2014 pA13 
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Son Robert Elmer Bickford (1926-2001) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/21134220:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=be33ff8e-02fe-4da8-9f27-
87bd05f6de19&_phsrc=cPx8593&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21134220:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=be33ff8e-02fe-4da8-9f27-87bd05f6de19&_phsrc=cPx8593&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21134220:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=be33ff8e-02fe-4da8-9f27-87bd05f6de19&_phsrc=cPx8593&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21134220:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=be33ff8e-02fe-4da8-9f27-87bd05f6de19&_phsrc=cPx8593&_phstart=successSource
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WWII draft registration of Robert Elmer Bickford - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/17382704:2238 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17382704:2238
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17382704:2238
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1961811:5254 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4707749:3693 

 

 
https://www.sfgate.com/news/article/bickford-robert-2948629.php and 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/bickford-robert-2948629.php 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1961811:5254
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4707749:3693
https://www.sfgate.com/news/article/bickford-robert-2948629.php
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“San Anselmo (CA) Herald” Thursday 8 Jun 1944 p 5 

 

 
Reed College, Oregon - https://www.reed.edu/reed-magazine/in-

memoriam/obituaries/august2009/robert-elmer-bickford-1953.html 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/202889:5186 

 
Father: 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/595940:5180?tid=117294537&pid=210156287013&queryId=0cedeb78-4cfa-
4565-8b3c-0fce2a00c193&_phsrc=cPx8533&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/595940:5180?tid=117294537&pid=210156287013&queryId=0cedeb78-4cfa-4565-8b3c-0fce2a00c193&_phsrc=cPx8533&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/595940:5180?tid=117294537&pid=210156287013&queryId=0cedeb78-4cfa-4565-8b3c-0fce2a00c193&_phsrc=cPx8533&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/595940:5180?tid=117294537&pid=210156287013&queryId=0cedeb78-4cfa-4565-8b3c-0fce2a00c193&_phsrc=cPx8533&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/333265:2118 
 

 
Connection with Horning name – “San Francisco Recorder” Saturday 5 Apr 1913 p 11 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/333265:2118
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“San Francisco Call & Post” Friday 15 Jun 1906 p 9 
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“San Francisco Call & Post” Wednesday 27 Jun 1906 p 9 
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George James Bickford was a cook – “San Francisco Call & Post” Saturday 26 Jan 1907 p 9 
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“San Francisco Call & Post” Sunday 25 Nov 1906 p 44 
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Is this his father? – “San Francisco Call & Post” Tuesday 14 May 1907 p 5 

 

 
“San Francisco Call & Post” Friday 21 Jun 1907 p 9 
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“San Francisco Call & Post” Wednesday 3 Jul 1907 p 9 
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70 Bruce St., San Francisco CA – built in 1968 - $1.2 million in Feb 2024 - 

https://www.redfin.com/CA/San-Francisco/70-Bruce-Ave-94112/home/1389877 
 
 

Mother Vina (Carrie) Williams Bickford Horning 
 

 
George Bickford married Miss Nina Williams 10 Apr 1894 – “Sacramento (CA) Union” 

Thursday 12 Apr 1894 p 6 
 

 
 

https://www.redfin.com/CA/San-Francisco/70-Bruce-Ave-94112/home/1389877
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Mrs. George Bickford is 1 of 2 women having simultaneous affairs with Charles E. Norris, 

the husband of Mrs. Lily M. Morris - “San Francisco Bulletin” Saturday 19 Mar 1910 p 2 
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“San Francisco Call & Post” Sunday 20 Mar 1910 p 28 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Sunday 20 Mar 1910 p 18 

 
 

 

 
“San Francisco Call & Post” Sunday 28 Aug 1910 p 62 

 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Thursday 8 Sep 1910 p 4 

 

 
 

 

 
“San Francisco Recorder” Tuesday 27 Jun 1911 p 8 
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“Sacramento (CA) Star” Monday 18 Sep 1911 p 8 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/606677806/ 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/606677806/
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WWI draft registration on 19 Sep 1918 of Frederick Augustas Vining, with Vina S. Vining as 

next-of-kin - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/28845523:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a980a9c-a8df-44af-9c65-

e5b9c9d290ae&_phsrc=cPx8740&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28845523:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a980a9c-a8df-44af-9c65-e5b9c9d290ae&_phsrc=cPx8740&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28845523:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a980a9c-a8df-44af-9c65-e5b9c9d290ae&_phsrc=cPx8740&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28845523:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a980a9c-a8df-44af-9c65-e5b9c9d290ae&_phsrc=cPx8740&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3891470:3998?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b0b2e32-bec3-48a4-9d29-
c24d7a63231d&_phsrc=cPx8743&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 27 Jun 1934 p 15 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3891470:3998?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b0b2e32-bec3-48a4-9d29-c24d7a63231d&_phsrc=cPx8743&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3891470:3998?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b0b2e32-bec3-48a4-9d29-c24d7a63231d&_phsrc=cPx8743&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3891470:3998?tid=&pid=&queryId=1b0b2e32-bec3-48a4-9d29-c24d7a63231d&_phsrc=cPx8743&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3432524:5180 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3432524:5180
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“Corvallis (OR) Gazette-Times” Wednesday 1 Dec 1909 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/901130561:61460?tid=&pid=&queryId=ec366ce0-c213-455a-bcd0-

9642344d2dd2&_phsrc=cPx8570&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“San Francisco Recorder” Wednesday 24 Feb 1915 p 10 

 

 
Divorce suit brought by husband Frederick A. Horning – “San Francisco Recorder” 

Thursday 11 May 1916 p 1 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901130561:61460?tid=&pid=&queryId=ec366ce0-c213-455a-bcd0-9642344d2dd2&_phsrc=cPx8570&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901130561:61460?tid=&pid=&queryId=ec366ce0-c213-455a-bcd0-9642344d2dd2&_phsrc=cPx8570&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/901130561:61460?tid=&pid=&queryId=ec366ce0-c213-455a-bcd0-9642344d2dd2&_phsrc=cPx8570&_phstart=successSource
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“San Francisco Bulletin” Tuesday 15 Apr 1919 p 1 
 

 

 
“San Francisco Recorder” Monday 3 Nov 1919 p 10 
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Divorce granted – “San Francisco Recorder” Tuesday 23 May 1922 p 1 
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49 
 



50 
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Lengthy decision continues – “San Francisco Recorder” Wednesday 31 Dec 1924 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/610571428/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/610571428/
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James Oscar Bickford lived with Carrie & George Pritchard, his aunt & uncle, in the 1910 

census – “Folsom (CA) Telegraph” Friday 15 Sep 1933 p 3 
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Marriage of Vina’s mother Ellen Burston Williams Benjamin on 14 Jun 1913 – “San 

Francisco Examiner” Sunday 15 Jun 1913 p 51 
 

 
“Sacramento Bee” Saturday 23 Sep 1933 p 27 
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Vina’s aunt – “Oakland (CA) Post Enquirer” Saturday 12 Feb 1949 p 11 

 

 
Death of Vina’s mother Ellen Benjamin – notes James Oscar Bickford as a surviving 

grandchild - “Sacramento Bee” Tuesday 1 Aug 1950 p 8 
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Death of Vina’s mother Ellen - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/526064:5180 
 
 

 

 
Vina Williams’s sister Carrie Marie Williams Pritchard - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/5926829:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=559f781f-138a-468f-bcb9-

019748212d64&_phsrc=cPx8615&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5926829:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=559f781f-138a-468f-bcb9-019748212d64&_phsrc=cPx8615&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5926829:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=559f781f-138a-468f-bcb9-019748212d64&_phsrc=cPx8615&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5926829:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=559f781f-138a-468f-bcb9-019748212d64&_phsrc=cPx8615&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Carrie Marie Williams Pritchard - “Sacramento Bee” Sunday 19 Mar 1967 p 56 
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Obituary of Vina’s husband Gaylord A. Benjamin – “Sacramento Bee” Thursday 12 Feb 

1931 p 19 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3642622:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=66ce12d4-046d-4476-8477-
752210a8e4cd&_phsrc=cPx8600&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Obituary of Vina’s husband Emory Charles Jeans, which notes Mrs. Ruth Hossfeld (Ruth 

Edna Bickford) & Robert Elmer Bickford as his grandchildren – published in the 
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Wednesday 12 Jul 1967 p 36 - 

Find A Grave 54733525 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3642622:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=66ce12d4-046d-4476-8477-752210a8e4cd&_phsrc=cPx8600&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3642622:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=66ce12d4-046d-4476-8477-752210a8e4cd&_phsrc=cPx8600&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3642622:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=66ce12d4-046d-4476-8477-752210a8e4cd&_phsrc=cPx8600&_phstart=successSource
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Emory Jeans’s 1st marriage – to Bertha Mendenhall - “Richmond (CA) Daily Independent” 

Thursday 5 Jul 1917 p 1 
 

 
Divorce from Bertha Mendenhall – “San Francisco (CA) Recorder” Wednesday 2 May 1923 

p 1 
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“Redwood City (CA) Tribune” Friday 6 Oct 1944 p 1 

 

 
“Auburn (CA) Journal” Thursday 7 Jun 1962 p 29 

 
Text submitted 3 Feb 2024 for Vina’s Find A Grave 54733526: 

Vina S. Williams was the daughter of Richard C. Williams (born in England) and Ellen A. 
Burston (born in Utah). Her mother’s last husband was Gaylord A. Benjamin. 
Vina’s middle initial is always found as “S.” In the 1880 census, listed as Silina Williams, 
age 3, born California, she lives in Plymouth, Amador County, California, with her parents 
Richard and Ellen Williams and four siblings. 
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Miss Vina Williams of Oak Park married George James Bickford of San Jose on 10 April 1894 
in the home of her mother in Sacramento, Sacramento County, California, as reported in 
the Sacramento CA “Union” of Thursday, 12 April 1894, page 6. 
George James Bickford was born 9 September 1859 in New York and died 3 May 1941 in 
San Francisco, San Francisco, California. He worked as a cook in restaurants and hotels. 
James Oscar Bickford was born 11 February 1896 in San Jose, Santa Clara County, 
California. In 1918 wartime newspaper articles, James is described as the only son of Mrs. 
Vina Horning. His California birth records list his parents as George Bickford and Carrie 
Williams. Vina had an older sister, Carrie Marie Williams, who married George Sidney 
Pritchard on 28 December 1898. 
The 1900 census has not been located. In the 1910 census, Vina Bickford, age 33, born 
California, status: married, a restaurant waitress, lived in San Francisco, San Francisco, 
California at 81 Bruce Avenue with her mother Ellen M. Bielfeld (as indexed) or appears to 
read Cuthbert, and Ellen’s grandson William H. Erickson, age 6. Vina says she has given 
birth to two children, one of whom is living. 
In 1910, her husband George A. “Beckford” resides at 72 Bruce Avenue in San Francisco 
CA with a son named Oscar, age 9. Vina’s son Oscar J. Bickford, age 14, lives with his 
mother’s sister Carrie Marie Williams Pritchard and husband George Pritchard in Riverside, 
Riverside County, California. 
In March 1910, Mrs. George Bickford makes the newspapers when she is named as one of 
two women involved with Charles E. Norris, alleges his wife Lillie M. Norris, who is 
requesting a divorce. 
On 7 September 1910 in San Francisco CA, Vina Bickford was granted a divorce from 
George Bickford, as published in the San Francisco CA “Examiner” of Thursday, 8 
September 1910, page 4. 
Nina S. Bickford married Frederick Augustas Horning in Sacramento, Sacramento County, 
California, obtaining a marriage license in September 1911, as reported in the Sacramento 
CA “Star” of Monday, 18 September 1911, page 8. California marriage records report a 
1912 marriage date. 
According to his 1918 World War I draft registration and his wife Jacoba Maria Verhoevn’s 
1921 U.S. naturalization request, Frederick was born 28 April 1873 in Corvallis, Benton 
County, Oregon. According to his California Death Index record, Frederick was born 28 Apr 
1865 in Oregon and died 15 August 1954 in San Francisco County, California. He listed his 
age as 45 in 1920. 
When her son James Oscar Bickford, a private in the U.S. Army in the 213th Aero Squadron, 
sailing to France during World War I aboard the troopship SS “Tuscania,” survives the 
ship’s torpedoing and sinking in the North Channel between Scotland and Ireland on 5 
February 1918, his mother is reported as Mrs. Vina Horning of 124 Highland Avenue, San 
Francisco CA – the address she resides at through at least the 1950 census. 
In the 1920 census, Fred Horning, age 45, born Oregon, a motorman on the street railroad, 
lives with wife Vina Horning, age 43, born California, at 124 Highland Avenue, San 
Francisco, San Francisco County, California. 
Frederick Horning first petitioned for divorce in San Francisco CA in May 1916; the divorce 
was granted in May 1922. 
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In the 1923 San Francisco CA city directory, Vina Horning is listed with husband Fred A. 
Horning at 124 Highland Ave. Fred is a motorman.  
Vina Horning married Emory Charles Jeans, likely around 1924. 
In the 1925 San Francisco CA city directory, “Emery” C. and Vina Jeans reside at 124 
Highland Avenue, San Francisco CA. He is a conductor. 
In the 1930 census, Emory and Vina Jeans live at 124 Highland Avenue, San Francisco, San 
Francisco County, California. Vina, age 44, born California, father born England, mother 
born Utah, reported she was age 18 at the time of her first marriage. Emory, age 44, born 
Missouri, was a streetcar conductor. 
In 1940, living at 124 Highland Avenue in San Francisco CA, Emory Jeans, age 53, born 
Missouri, motorman for a street railway company, lived with wife Vina, age 62, born 
California. Also in their household were her two grandchildren, Ruth Edna Bickford and 
Robert Elmer Bickford, the children of her son James Oscar Bickford and his first wife, Ruth 
Edna Haughwout, who had died in 1936.  
In 1950, still at 124 Highland Avenue, San Francisco CA, “Emery” C. Jeans, age 64, born 
Missouri, a streetcar conductor, lived with wife Vina S. Jeans, age 72, born California. 
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124 Highland Avenue, San Francisco CA – James’s mother Vina resided here in 1918 and 

through the 1950 census – as of Feb 2024, value of about $1.2 million  - 
https://www.google.com/maps/@37.7373709,-

122.4232737,3a,60y,167.54h,98.18t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sPYgCiqRQRiGbHUFO8eF9-
g!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu 

 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/@37.7373709,-122.4232737,3a,60y,167.54h,98.18t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sPYgCiqRQRiGbHUFO8eF9-g!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@37.7373709,-122.4232737,3a,60y,167.54h,98.18t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sPYgCiqRQRiGbHUFO8eF9-g!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@37.7373709,-122.4232737,3a,60y,167.54h,98.18t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sPYgCiqRQRiGbHUFO8eF9-g!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
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124 Highland Avenue, San Francisco CA location - 

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/124-Highland-Ave-San-Francisco-CA-
94110/15163624_zpid/ 

   
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  James Oscar Bickford 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,152 
Entered service from:  Oakland, Alameda CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James O. Bickford 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father George J. Bickford, 3721 Peralta Ave., Oakland CA 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James O. Bickford 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father George J. Bickford, 3670 Peralta Ave., Oakland CA 
World War I draft registration (1917): enlisted 22 Apr 1917 before the 5 Jun 1917 national 
registration day 
World War II draft registration (1942): as James Oscar Bickford.  b. 11 Feb 1896 San Jose 
CA; res: 28 Mt. View Ave., Mill Valley, Marin CA. NOK Mrs. Beatrice Bickford of same 
address. Employed by Howard Automobile Co., 1601 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA. “appendectomy scar right side of abdomen” – Height: 5’6” – 130 lbs. 
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Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 22 Apr 1917 [before draft day on 5 Jun 1917] 
Discharged 9 Jun 1919 
Address: 124 Highland Ave., San Francisco CA [note this is the address in the San 
Francisco newspaper for his mother, Mrs. Vina Horning] 
Rank/unit: cook, 213th Aero Sqdn 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  11 Feb 1896 San Jose, Santa Clara CA 
Died: 23 Feb 1960 Mill Valley, Marin Co. CA (CA Death Index, 2 obituaries) OR 26 Feb 1960 
(Find A Grave) (suicide, gunshot wound to chest, at his home: 48 Valley Circle, Mill Valley 
CA) 
Find A Grave record: 110074004 - presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 
Burial location: Colma, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery: Holy Cross Catholic 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: George James Bickford, 9 Sep 1859 NY – 3 May 1941 San Francisco, San Francisco 
Co. CA. Mother’s birth surname given as Burston – but that is the maiden name of his wife 
Vina’s mother Ellen Burston. Employed as a cook. 
Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. 
Find A Grave: 87567609 
 
Mother: Vina S. Williams Bickford Horning Jeans, 22 Nov 1876 CA – 3 Jul 1951 San 
Francisco, San Francisco CA.  
Daughter of Richard C. Williams (1843 England – 1 Jan 1893 Sacramento, Sacramento CA, 
F: 106459106). He married Ellen A. Burston (15 Aug 1865 UT – 30 Jul 1950 Sacramento Co. 
CA, F: 106458955). Burston is listed as the maiden name of Vina’s mother on Vina’s CA 
Death Index record.  
Ellen A. Burston was the daughter of Willilam & Maria Burston; she lived with them in White 
Oak, El Dorado CA in the 1860 census. Ellen is found with a surname indexed as Bealfeld 
but appears to read Cuthbert in the 1910 census of San Francisco, San Francisco CA, in 
which daughter Vina Bickford resides with her. Ellen marries Gaylord A. Benjamin by 1920. 
They reside in Diamond Springs, El Dorado CA – “Galor” A. Benjamin (70 WI, farmer) & wife 
Ellen B. Benjamin (64 UT, parents b. England) & his mother-in-law Maria Wheeler (83 
England), a widow who emigrated in 1853 & was naturalized in 1854. Gaylord died 11 Feb 
1931, buried in Sacramento City Cemetery, Sacramento, Sacramento CA, F: 158802839, 
James’s CA birth record was amended with a “supplemental name report” as the original 
did not list his name, and it lists Carrie Williams as his mother. But – Vina Williams had a 
sister Carrie Williams. - Vina & George married in 1894, presumably making James, born 
1896, her son. He is listed as the only son of Vina Horning in 1918.  
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But the use of the name Carrie Williams on his birth record raises some questions. In one 
case, “Carrie” is indexed as “Connie.” The name is scrawled on the marriage license with 
George Bickford.  
Vina’s middle initial is always found as S. – and in the 1880 census, she is listed as “Silina” 
Williams. One Ancestry.com family tree names her as “Carrie (Alvina).”  
Mrs. Vina Horning of 124 Highland Ave., San Francisco CA is listed as James’s mother in 
the “San Francisco Examiner” of 8 Feb 1918.  
Nina S. Bickford married Frederick A. Horning in 1911. Their marriage license application 
appears in the “Sacramento (CA) Star” Monday 18 Sep 1911 p 8. 
Frederick sued for divorce in May 1916 in San Francisco CA, charging her with cruelty. The 
divorce was granted in May 1922.  
According to his 1918 World War I draft registration and his wife Jacoba Maria Verhoevn’s 
1921 U.S. naturalization request, Frederick was born 28 April 1873 in Corvallis, Benton 
County, Oregon. According to his California Death Index record, Frederick was born 28 Apr 
1865 in Oregon and died 15 August 1954 in San Francisco County, California. He listed his 
age as 45 in 1920. 
In the 1918 CA Voter Registration: Mrs. Vina S. Horning, Socialist, housewife, at 124 
Highland Ave., San Francisco 
In the 1922 CA Voter Registration:  Mrs. Vina Horning, Republican, housewife, at 124 
Highland Ave., San Francisco 
In the 1923 San Francisco CA city directory: Fred A. & Vina Horning, residing at 124 
Highland Ave., he employed as a motorman.  
Circa 1924, Vina Horning married Emory Charles Jeans. 
In the 1925 San Francisco CA city directory, “Emery” C. Jeans & wife Vina Jeans reside at 
124 Highland Ave.; he is a conductor. 
Emory Charles Jeans, son of John Henry Jeans & Sarah Elizabeth Williams, born 23 Nov 
1885 Troy, Lincoln MO & died 9 Jul 1967 Sacramento, Sacramento CA, F: 54733525. His 
obituary in the “Sacramento Bee” Wednesday 12 Jul 1967 p 36 notes 2 of his surviving 
grandchildren as Ruth Bickford Hossfeld (misspelled Hosfeld) & Robert Bickford. Emory 
had married Bertha A. Mendenhall 3 Jul 1917 in Alameda Co. CA. They divorced in May 
1923. 
In the 1930 CA voter registration list, Emory Jeans (conductor) & Mrs. Vina S. Jeans, 
housewife, both Republicans, lived at 124 Highland Ave., San Francisco CA. 
Vina’s sister Carrie Marie Williams married George Sidney Pritchard on 28 Dec 1898 in 
Sacramento Co. CA. She was born 25 May 1875 CA & died 16 Mar 1967 Sacramento Co. 
CA. Her CA Death Index reports her mother’s maiden was Burston. In the 1950 census, 
George S. Pritchard (77 CA) lived with wife Carrie M. (74 CA), neither employed in 
Sacramento, Sacramento CA.  
Buried in Odd Fellows Lawn Cemetery & Mausoleum, Sacramento, Sacramento CA. 
Find A Grave:  54733526 
Marriage; Miss Vina Williams was married 10 Apr 1894 in the home of her mother in 
Sacramento, Sacramento Co. CA to George Bickford. Divorce granted in San Francisco CA 
on 7 Sep 1910, with Vina charging cruelty. 
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Spouse: Ruth Edna Haughwout Bickford, 6 Jul 1901 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 24 May 1936 San 
Francisco Co. CA.  
Daughter of Charles Frederick Haughwout (F: 46604079 & Charlotte Taylor Schuyler (F: 
46604067) - Obituary: “Roseville (CA) Press-Tribune” 29 May 1936 p 1 – Funeral held 26 
May 1936. Died in San Francisco, with burial in San Francisco Masonic. Lived in Roseville 
CA the past 7 years. Survived by her husband James, son Robert, daughter Ruth, all of 
Roseville. 
Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 87567611. 
Marriage: 14 Jun 1919 Manhasset, Nassau Co., Long Island NY 
 
Spouse:  Beatrice Lucinda (“Trix”) Nelson Bickford, 11 Mar 1894 San Francisco, San 
Francisco Co. CA – 27 Dec 1974 San Rafael, Marin CA.  
Daughter of John R. Nelson (F: 112528786) & Lucy M. Hogan (F: 108318824).  According to 
Ancestry.com family trees, her 1st husband was Sam Hornerey. 
Buried in Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Colma, San Mateo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 105174740 
Marriage: 1 Jul 1939 San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
 
Children (by his 1st wife, Ruth Edna Haughwout) 

• Ruth Edna Bickford Hossfeld, 3 Feb 1922 San Francisco Co. CA – 17 Aug 1991 San 
Rafael, Marin CA. - In 1940 Ruth & her brother Robert Bickford live with her maternal 
grandmother, Vina (nee Williams) Jeans & her husband Emory Charles Jeans in San 
Francisco, San Francisco CA. - Wife of John A. (“Jack”) Hossfeld (1928-2014, F: 
158686298). “San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent Journal” 18 Sep 1954 p 3 – 
marriage license application: John Hossfeld, age 25, 335 Richardson Way, Mill 
Valley CA & Ruth Bickford, age 32, 140 W. Blithedale Ave., Mill Valley CA. – Ruth 
Edna married John Hossfeld on 17 Sep 1954 in Marin Co. CA. - Buried in Mt. Olivet 
Catholic Cemetery. F: 111309455 

• Robert Elmer Bickford, 12 Sep 1926 Mineola, Nassau NY – 17 Feb 2001 Multnomah 
Co. OR. - In 1940 Robert & his sister Ruth Edna Bickford live with her maternal 
grandmother, Vina (nee Williams) Jeans & her husband Emory Charles Jeans in San 
Francisco, San Francisco CA.On his WWII draft registration (12 Sep 1944), Robert 
Elmer Bickford gave a birthdate of 12 Sep 1926 Mineola NY. He resided at 38 
Mountain View Ave., Mill Valley, Marin CA, as did his next-of-kin James O. Bickford. 
He worked at Best Foods Inc., 1900 Bryant St., San Francisco CA & was 5’11 ¾” & 
160 pounds. Note: discharged 12 Sep 1944.  – He may be the Robert E. Bickford 
(there are a few) who married 30 Dec 1950 in Solano Co. CA to Doraine E. McMullin. 
– Operated Bickford Accountancy.  

 
Siblings: 
 
 
Notes: 
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Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/117294537/person/210156283158/facts 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Plymouth, Amador CA – conducted 25 Jun 1880 - James’s mother 
Richard Williams, 36 England, parents b. England, works in [unintelligible] 
Ellen, 25 CA, parents b. GA 
Edith, 7 CA 
Carrie M., 3 CA [later Pritchard] 
Silina, 3 CA [i.e. Vina] 
Mary C.?/G.?, 1 CA 
Bertha, 3 months CA, b. March 
 
1910 Riverside, Riverside CA – 204 Lower Stockton Rd. - James 
George A. Pritchard, 37 CA, parents b. England, in 2nd marriage, married 11 years, butcher, 
own shop 
Carrie M., 34 CA, father b. England, mother b. US,  in 1st marriage, gave birth to no children 
[Carrie is the sister of James Oscar Bickford’s mother Vina S. William] 
With nephew: 
Oscar J. Bickford, 14 CA, father b. NY, mother b. CA, driver, butcher wagon 
 
1910 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 72 Bruce Ave. – his father [on the page after that of 
Vina Bickford] 
George A. Beckford [sic], 49 NY, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, cook, 
hotel 
Oscar A., 9 OH, father b. NY, mother b. OH [son – who is this?] 
 
1910 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 81 Bruce Ave. [on the page previous to the entry 
for George & Oscar, her husband & son] 
Ellen M. Cuthbert (indexed as Bielfeld], 54 UT, in 2nd marriage, married 7 years, house work, 
works out, gave birth to 7 children, 5 are living 
Vena/Vina S. Bickford, 33 CA, married, father b. England, mother b. UT, married 16 years, 
gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living, waitress, restaurant [daughter] 
William H. Erickson, 6 CA, father b. IN, mother b. CA [grandson] 
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1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Valerie (spelling?) Circle 
James O. Bickford, 23 CA, father b. Canada, mother b. CA, tailor [not sailor as listed on 
Find A Grave] 
Ruth, 18 NY, parents b. NY 
 
1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 72 Bruce – his father 
George J. Bickford, 60 US, parents b. US, widowed, cook in restaurant 
George has a lodger: 
Amelia White, 43 CA, parents b. CA, widowed, seamstress for costumer 
 
1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 124 Highland Ave. – his mother according to 1918 
newspaper 
Fred Horning, 45 OR, parents b. OR, motorman, street railroad 
Vina Horning, 43 CA, father b. England, mother b. CA 
 
Was double-entered in 1930 census: 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 72 Bruce 
James O. Bickford, 34 CA, parents b. NY, age 23 at 1st marriage, carpenter, steam railroad, 
WWI veteran 
Ruth J., 28 NY, parents b. NY, age 17 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Ruth J., 8 CA [daughter] 
Robert E., 4 CA [son] 
 
AND 
 
1930 Roseville, Placer CA – 103 “D” St. 
James Bickford, 34 CA, father b. NY, mother b. CA, age 23 at 1st marriage, car builder, S.P. 
Co. [Southern Pacific], WWI veteran 
Ruth, 28 NY, parents b. NY, age 17 at 1st marriage 
Ruth, 8 CA 
Robert, 3 NY 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 69 Bruce – his father 
George J. Bickford, 69 NY, parents b. NY, widowed, 1st marriage when 34 years old, cook, 
restaurant [head of household] 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 124 Highland Ave. – his mother 
Emory Jeans, 44 MO, father b. MO, mother b. CA, age 28 at 1st marriage, conductor, street 
car 
Vina, 44 CA, father b. England, mother b. UT, age 18 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 2269 – 15th St. – same place in 1935 
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James O. Bickford, 44 CA, auto mechanic, service garage 
Beatrice N., 44 CA, secretary, investment office 
Next door at 2267 – 15th St. is August E. & Alice N. Hossfeld & their son, John A. Hossfeld, 
age 11, b. CA, who will marry James Bickford’s daughter Ruth. 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 70 Bruce – in same house as 1935 - his father 
George J. Bickford, 79 NY, widowed, no occupation listed 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 124 Highland Ave. – his mother & his children 
Emory Jeans, 53 MO, motorman, street railway company 
Nina/Vina Jeans, 62 CA [wife] 
Ruth Bickford, 18 CA, single, stenographer, insurance [granddaughter] 
Robert Bickford, 13 CA [grandson] 
 
1950 Mill Valley, Marin CA – 38 Mountain View 
James O. Bickford, 54 CA, auto service man, automobile sales & service 
Beatrice H., 54 CA 
Ruth, 27 CA, never married, teller, bank 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 124 Highland Ave. – his mother 
Emery C. Jones, 64 MO, conductor, street car, city transit 
Vina S., 72 CA 
 
 


