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TUSCANIA 

 

Bethard, Otto Earle 
1894 IL – 1964 NM 
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Otto Earle Bethard – “Chicago Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/354982227/ 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2899868:2375?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=6391ce33-
8758-42c9-ae27-94aea27405da&_phsrc=cPx8253&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/354982227/
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2899868:2375?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=6391ce33-8758-42c9-ae27-94aea27405da&_phsrc=cPx8253&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2899868:2375?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=6391ce33-8758-42c9-ae27-94aea27405da&_phsrc=cPx8253&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2899868:2375?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=6391ce33-8758-42c9-ae27-94aea27405da&_phsrc=cPx8253&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2S7Z-
W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8D-

9G14&action=view 
 
 
 

 
1911 Beardstown IL city directory - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4702236?pId=3671655
04 

 

 
1927 South Bend IN city directory - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/651945011:2469?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=b1c6e527-
587e-43d0-b17d-144660a5b7be&_phsrc=cPx8260&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
1930 South Bend IN city directory - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1341235310:2469?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=8d1b56d0-
0dbc-461b-bffc-b455648689d2&_phsrc=cPx8268&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
1955 Hobbs NM city directory - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1003820121:2469?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=c9b946aa-
76a2-4628-abea-c0e2737e1b41&_phsrc=cPx8262&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
1958 Hobbs NM city directory  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/894935413:2469 
 

 
1960 Hobbs NM city directory - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/999649376:2469?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=8006acbd-
1c47-460c-9b39-809b19b6cb60&_phsrc=cPx8265&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4702236?pId=367165504
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/4702236?pId=367165504
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/651945011:2469?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=b1c6e527-587e-43d0-b17d-144660a5b7be&_phsrc=cPx8260&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/651945011:2469?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=b1c6e527-587e-43d0-b17d-144660a5b7be&_phsrc=cPx8260&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/651945011:2469?tid=10110216&pid=200161121958&queryId=b1c6e527-587e-43d0-b17d-144660a5b7be&_phsrc=cPx8260&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/894935413:2469
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/894935413:2469
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Life: 

 

 
“Rock Island (IL) Argus” Saturday 6 Nov 1915 p 16 

 

 
“Davenport (IA) Daily News” Saturday 6 Nov 1915 p 19 
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“Taylorville (IL) Daily Breeze Courier” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” Sunday 10 Feb 1919 p 6 

 

 
“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Thursday 21 Dec 1922 p 23 

 

 
“Bradenton (FL) Herald” Wednesday 16 Sep 1936 p 8 

 

 

 
“Tulsa (OK) Daily Legal News” Tuesday 6 Jun 1944 p 2 
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Excerpts – “Albuquerque (NM) Journal” Wednesday 30 Sep 1964 p 5 

 
 
 

Wife Bessie Helen Goodman 
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IN death record of Otto’s 1st wife, Bessie Helen Goodman (with surname Goodman) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_354271-

00391?pId=820231 
 
   
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_354271-00391?pId=820231
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_354271-00391?pId=820231
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Find A Grave 8508496 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/27510006/person/382414342864/media/beb300ca-2698-

45dc-b9e5-686cfb54796b?queryId=711e0c15-1a96-4842-9a05-
70352da69dd0&_phsrc=cPx8224&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/27510006/person/382414342864/media/beb300ca-2698-45dc-b9e5-686cfb54796b?queryId=711e0c15-1a96-4842-9a05-70352da69dd0&_phsrc=cPx8224&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/27510006/person/382414342864/media/beb300ca-2698-45dc-b9e5-686cfb54796b?queryId=711e0c15-1a96-4842-9a05-70352da69dd0&_phsrc=cPx8224&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/27510006/person/382414342864/media/beb300ca-2698-45dc-b9e5-686cfb54796b?queryId=711e0c15-1a96-4842-9a05-70352da69dd0&_phsrc=cPx8224&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/27510006/person/382414342864/media/beb300ca-2698-45dc-b9e5-686cfb54796b?queryId=711e0c15-1a96-4842-9a05-70352da69dd0&_phsrc=cPx8224&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22947833:3693 
 

Wife Agnes Elizabeth Goodnight Freeman Bethard Stewart Anderson 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3434048:2548?tid=&pid=&queryId=10fa688c-2953-470d-b24e-
d82a4649a4be&_phsrc=cPx8275&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Divorce action – “Tulsa (OK) Daily Legal News” Tuesday 18 Dec 1945 p 1 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/904221343/?article=51a5a632-e170-46e5-8874-
397b9d4b00f7&xid=5581 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22947833:3693
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3434048:2548?tid=&pid=&queryId=10fa688c-2953-470d-b24e-d82a4649a4be&_phsrc=cPx8275&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3434048:2548?tid=&pid=&queryId=10fa688c-2953-470d-b24e-d82a4649a4be&_phsrc=cPx8275&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3434048:2548?tid=&pid=&queryId=10fa688c-2953-470d-b24e-d82a4649a4be&_phsrc=cPx8275&_phstart=successSource
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“Tulsa (OK) World” Wednesday 19 Dec 1945 p 18 

 

 
“Tulsa (OK) Daily Legal News” Friday 4 Jan 1946 p 1 

 
 

 
Divorce granted Jan 1946 – “Tula (OK) World” Saturday 5 Jan 1946 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/18882913:60901 
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Marriage of Agnes Elizabeth Goodnight to Paul West Freeman on 13 Aug 1938 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3238343:2548 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90631180:61775 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3238343:2548
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90631180:61775
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AR birth record of Paul West Freeman - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/163723:61774 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/163723:61774
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/163723:61774
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Obituary of Paul Freeman West – “Monroe (LA) News-Star” left: Tuesday 26 Apr 1977 p 11 

and right: Wednesday 27 Apr 1977 p 25 
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Divorce with Paul West Freeman filed 6 May 1942 in Union Co. AR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/698495:61776 
 
 

 
Marriage of Miss Agnes Elizabeth Goodnight to Thomas Edison Stewart on 16 Jun 1962 in 

Madison Co. AR - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/91400895:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=a87e8ab5-d583-4360-99f4-

549d8e74f60e&_phsrc=cPx8278&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/698495:61776
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91400895:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=a87e8ab5-d583-4360-99f4-549d8e74f60e&_phsrc=cPx8278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91400895:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=a87e8ab5-d583-4360-99f4-549d8e74f60e&_phsrc=cPx8278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91400895:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=a87e8ab5-d583-4360-99f4-549d8e74f60e&_phsrc=cPx8278&_phstart=successSource
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TX birth record of Thomas Edison Stewart (4 Mar 1918) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1434104:2275 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47216507:60901 

 

 

 
Thomas Edison Stewart remarried 17 months after his marriage to Agnes Goodnight - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63981688:61379 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1434104:2275
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47216507:60901
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60087933:3693 
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Marriage of Agnes Elizabeth Goodnight to Robert James Anderson in 1966 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90215743:61797 
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Wife Anna Marie Lyons Reynolds 
 
 

 
Seated (left to right); mother Anna Karoline (Carrie) Hillers Lyons – Thelma, father William 

Franklin Lyons Sr. – standing (left to right): Anna Marie Lyons Reynolds, her husband 
Benjamin Vernette Reynolds, Lena, Tommy, William Franklin Lyons Jr. - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037969545/media/e615bc16-ae81-4ce3-8024-

aa1d4656990d 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037969545/media/e615bc16-ae81-4ce3-8024-aa1d4656990d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037969545/media/e615bc16-ae81-4ce3-8024-aa1d4656990d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037969545/media/e615bc16-ae81-4ce3-8024-aa1d4656990d
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Anna Marie Lyons Reynolds Bethard - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/14751083/person/160584577/media/feae8696-538f-4c2c-97a8-
ab31b3ea2aba 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/14751083/person/160584577/media/feae8696-538f-4c2c-97a8-ab31b3ea2aba
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/14751083/person/160584577/media/feae8696-538f-4c2c-97a8-ab31b3ea2aba
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/14751083/person/160584577/media/feae8696-538f-4c2c-97a8-ab31b3ea2aba
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Anna Reynolds (far left) with grandchildren – at back (left to right): Mason, Carol, Tommy 

Jean, George – front: Ray, Joe Glenn, Trudy Vaunna -  - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/14751083/person/160584577/media/99886ab2-5065-4605-

a966-92d6a1a1796f?queryId=f300e842-e5c4-4bfc-9444-
1b0dd26c38df&_phsrc=cPx8245&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary – “Odessa (TX) American” Thursday 19 Dec 1963 p 2 
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Excerpt - Daughter Wilma Reynolds Hollis - “Odessa (TX) American” Sunday 16 Feb 1964 p 

20 
 

  
“Hobbs (NM) Daily News-Sun” Friday 14 Feb 1964 p 11 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/47858569/person/28037979744/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/47858569/person/28037979744/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/47858569/person/28037979744/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/47858569/person/28037979744/facts
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Obituary of Benjamin V. Reynolds – “Sayre (OK) Sun” Thursday 10 Jul 1958 p 1 

 



29 
 

  

 
Is this him? Linked on Ancestry.com but unlikely as Benjamin Reynolds weighed 185 
pounds in WWII, not 360 -  “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Tuesday 16 Jul 1935 p 8 

 https://www.newspapers.com/image/117228312/?xid=4721 
 

Stepchildren: 
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TX death record of stepdaughter Wilma Vernett Reynolds Hollis (1916-1977) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063001-
00230?pId=60991193 

 

 
Wilma - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037981436/media/e732af5a-9839-4d3c-a6fd-
2a2c57043d6f 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063001-00230?pId=60991193
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063001-00230?pId=60991193
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Stepson Charles Thomas Reynolds ( 1918-1973) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037982278/media/3bdbc656-e848-4147-86e1-
73c4c8af50a5 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/47858569/person/28037982278/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037982278/media/3bdbc656-e848-4147-86e1-73c4c8af50a5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037982278/media/3bdbc656-e848-4147-86e1-73c4c8af50a5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/47858569/person/28037982278/media/3bdbc656-e848-4147-86e1-73c4c8af50a5
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/47858569/person/28037982278/facts
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Obituary of Eva Carol Reynolds May – “Arizona Republic” Wednesday 20 Mar 1991 p 49 

 
 
 

 
Stepdaughter Eva Carol Reynolds May (1921-1991) – Find A Grave 122424011 

 
Father: 
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David Thomas Bethard - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/03557518-7779-
4704-9bc6-499c651779cc?queryId=2dc1cd58-573d-430e-a45f-

f876d1500001&_phsrc=cPx8205&_phstart=successSource 
 

Mother: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/03557518-7779-4704-9bc6-499c651779cc?queryId=2dc1cd58-573d-430e-a45f-f876d1500001&_phsrc=cPx8205&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/03557518-7779-4704-9bc6-499c651779cc?queryId=2dc1cd58-573d-430e-a45f-f876d1500001&_phsrc=cPx8205&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/03557518-7779-4704-9bc6-499c651779cc?queryId=2dc1cd58-573d-430e-a45f-f876d1500001&_phsrc=cPx8205&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/03557518-7779-4704-9bc6-499c651779cc?queryId=2dc1cd58-573d-430e-a45f-f876d1500001&_phsrc=cPx8205&_phstart=successSource
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Emma Chrisman - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/16247435/person/19597968430/media/d66a0ef4-f609-4ea2-8d47-
9a656f42d972 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597970895/media/2c9eb06f-e753-4d46-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597970895/media/2c9eb06f-e753-4d46-b698-8a672d7d9a79?queryId=3d70e11e-66fb-46ab-b89e-4215aaf68495&_phsrc=cPx8200&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597970895/media/2c9eb06f-e753-4d46-b698-8a672d7d9a79?queryId=3d70e11e-66fb-46ab-b89e-4215aaf68495&_phsrc=cPx8200&_phstart=successSource
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b698-8a672d7d9a79?queryId=3d70e11e-66fb-46ab-b89e-
4215aaf68495&_phsrc=cPx8200&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Obituary of Emma Chrisman Bethard Rexroat – “Jacksonville (IL) Daily Journal” Wednesday 

30 Aug 1933 p 10 
 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1324740:61370?tid=47858569&pid=28037987963&queryId=72066962-0f8c-
4b10-ad07-0774831c6248&_phsrc=cPx8203&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597970895/media/2c9eb06f-e753-4d46-b698-8a672d7d9a79?queryId=3d70e11e-66fb-46ab-b89e-4215aaf68495&_phsrc=cPx8200&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597970895/media/2c9eb06f-e753-4d46-b698-8a672d7d9a79?queryId=3d70e11e-66fb-46ab-b89e-4215aaf68495&_phsrc=cPx8200&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1324740:61370?tid=47858569&pid=28037987963&queryId=72066962-0f8c-4b10-ad07-0774831c6248&_phsrc=cPx8203&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1324740:61370?tid=47858569&pid=28037987963&queryId=72066962-0f8c-4b10-ad07-0774831c6248&_phsrc=cPx8203&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1324740:61370?tid=47858569&pid=28037987963&queryId=72066962-0f8c-4b10-ad07-0774831c6248&_phsrc=cPx8203&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/7fe4461e-9037-4d1f-
ab96-5cd4e587802e?queryId=377b4cdf-00cf-4357-a76d-

48f15f838d6f&_phsrc=cPx8206&_phstart=successSource\ 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/7fe4461e-9037-4d1f-ab96-5cd4e587802e?queryId=377b4cdf-00cf-4357-a76d-48f15f838d6f&_phsrc=cPx8206&_phstart=successSource/
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/7fe4461e-9037-4d1f-ab96-5cd4e587802e?queryId=377b4cdf-00cf-4357-a76d-48f15f838d6f&_phsrc=cPx8206&_phstart=successSource/
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/7fe4461e-9037-4d1f-ab96-5cd4e587802e?queryId=377b4cdf-00cf-4357-a76d-48f15f838d6f&_phsrc=cPx8206&_phstart=successSource/
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19597977358/media/7fe4461e-9037-4d1f-ab96-5cd4e587802e?queryId=377b4cdf-00cf-4357-a76d-48f15f838d6f&_phsrc=cPx8206&_phstart=successSource/
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Sister Hattie Eva Bethard Rexroat (1885-1926) at right – unidentified male Rexroat at left, 

Emily Rexroat in center- in St. Louis MO - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19602583237/media/4c7c057d-fd50-4bdb-

b601-f191b2e46016?queryId=a758aafe-99f2-4fdb-8ad1-
e6f62e34a87c&_phsrc=cPx8210&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19602583237/media/4c7c057d-fd50-4bdb-b601-f191b2e46016?queryId=a758aafe-99f2-4fdb-8ad1-e6f62e34a87c&_phsrc=cPx8210&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19602583237/media/4c7c057d-fd50-4bdb-b601-f191b2e46016?queryId=a758aafe-99f2-4fdb-8ad1-e6f62e34a87c&_phsrc=cPx8210&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19602583237/media/4c7c057d-fd50-4bdb-b601-f191b2e46016?queryId=a758aafe-99f2-4fdb-8ad1-e6f62e34a87c&_phsrc=cPx8210&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/16247435/person/19602583237/media/4c7c057d-fd50-4bdb-b601-f191b2e46016?queryId=a758aafe-99f2-4fdb-8ad1-e6f62e34a87c&_phsrc=cPx8210&_phstart=successSource
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MO death record of Hattie Eva Bethard Rexroat - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/428527:60382?tid=47858569&pid=28037987965&queryId=5285f161-1ce5-

4035-afbb-e73bf52d4bf2&_phsrc=cPx8216&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/428527:60382?tid=47858569&pid=28037987965&queryId=5285f161-1ce5-4035-afbb-e73bf52d4bf2&_phsrc=cPx8216&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/428527:60382?tid=47858569&pid=28037987965&queryId=5285f161-1ce5-4035-afbb-e73bf52d4bf2&_phsrc=cPx8216&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/428527:60382?tid=47858569&pid=28037987965&queryId=5285f161-1ce5-4035-afbb-e73bf52d4bf2&_phsrc=cPx8216&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of brother William Thomas Bethard (1886-1913) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/949878:61370?tid=47858569&pid=28037987966&queryId=c897ad58-438b-

44ed-b553-7bb793b1f870&_phsrc=cPx8219&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
IL death record of William Thomas Bethard - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/69787:9758 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/949878:61370?tid=47858569&pid=28037987966&queryId=c897ad58-438b-44ed-b553-7bb793b1f870&_phsrc=cPx8219&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/949878:61370?tid=47858569&pid=28037987966&queryId=c897ad58-438b-44ed-b553-7bb793b1f870&_phsrc=cPx8219&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/949878:61370?tid=47858569&pid=28037987966&queryId=c897ad58-438b-44ed-b553-7bb793b1f870&_phsrc=cPx8219&_phstart=successSource
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Otto Earle Bethard 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 3rd Squad - private 
Serial number:  249,862 
Entered service from:  Beardstown, Cass OH 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Otto E. Bethard 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Emma Bethard, 919 Wall St., Bearstown 
[sic/Beardstown] IL 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Otto E. Bethard 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Emma Bethard, Bealdstown 
[sic/Beardstown] IL(PFC, 100th Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Otto Earle Bethard - b. 28 Oct 1894 Wrights IL; res: 
919 Wall St., Beardstown, Cass IL. Single. Dependent mother. Brakeman, Beardstown Div., 
CB & Q Railroad, Beardstown IL. Tall in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Otto Earle Bethard - b. 28 Oct 1894 Wrights IL; res: 
Hudson Hotel, Tulsa, Tulsa OK. Contact: Mr. Evans, manager of the Hudson Hotel, Tulsa 
OK. Employed by Leonard Const. Co., Melville Refueling, Portsmouth, Newport RI. Height: 
5’9” – 160 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Otto Earl Bethard 
Enlisted 21 Aug 1917 
Discharged 16 Jun 1919 
Address: 902 Ernsperberger St., Misshawaka [sic/Mishawaka] IN 
Rank/unit: private, Casual Detachment 800 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  28 Oct 1894 Wrights, Greene IL 
Died:  23 Feb 1964 Hobbs, Lea NM 
Find A Grave record: 37618544 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Tatum, Lea NM 
Cemetery: Tatum 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: David Thomas (“Tom”) Bethard, 4 Nov 1861 Wrights, Greene IL – 16 Apr 1898 
Wrights, Greene IL. Son of John Bethard & Mary Jane Pinkerton.  
Son of John Bethard & Mary J. Pinkerton. 
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Buried in Hickory Grove Cemetery, Wrights, Greene IL. 
Find A Grave: 59598437 
 
Mother: Emma Chrisman Bethard Rexroat, buried as Bethard, Feb 1863 Morgan Co. IL – 26 
Aug 1933 Jacksonville, Morgan Co. IL.  
Daughter of John Bobbitt Chrisman (1826-1908, F: 108027639) & Zilpha Ann Graves (1837-
1913, F: 143920210).  
According to the Green Co. IL Historical Society, Emma Bethard married Mathias (Methias) 
Peter (“Tice”) Rexroat on 21 Mar 1921. Mathias was born 2 Jul 1848 IL & died 30 Jan 1928 in 
Overland, St. Louis MO. He had first married Josephine Kelly (1849-1911, F: 102254738) on 
23 May 1872 in Green Co. IL. He was the son of John G. Rexroat (1799-1878) & Nancy 
Balenger Sells (1807-1879). Mathias is buried as Tice Rexroat in White Hall Cemetery, 
White Hall, Greene IL. 
Was married to another man, according to her obituary, but died with surname of 1st 
husband Bethard. . “Jacksonville (IL) Daily Journal” 30 Aug 1933 p. 10 – Mrs. Emma 
Chrisman Bethard d. in a Jacksonville IL hospital 26 Aug 1933. She was twice married, and 
both her husbands predeceased her. She is survived by several children & her brother, 
Louis Chrisman, of Jacksonville IL. Her body was taken to Beardstown IL for the funeral & 
burial. Her marriage to John T. Bethard was her first.  She is listed in the 1930 census in St. 
Louis MO with her daughter Hattie Bethard Rexroat’s children. 
Buried in Beardstown City Cemetery, Beardstown, Cass IL. 
Find A Grave: 143426878 
Parents’ marriage: David T. Bethard, age 22 on his next birthday, son of John Bethard & 
Mary J. Pinkerton, resident Chapin IL, farmer, b. Berdan, Greene  IL - married on 18 Feb 
1883 in Merritt, Scott Co. IL to (Miss) Emma J. Crisman [sic], age 20 on  her next birthday, 
daughter of John B. & Zylpha Crisman [sic], resident of Merritt IL, b. Lynn (spelling?), 
Morgan Co. IL. First marriage for both. 
 
Spouse: Bessie Helen Goodman Bethard, reverted to Goodman, 9 Feb 1895 Reynoldsville, 
Union IL – 22 Jan 1973 Mishawaka, St. Joseph IN.  
Daughter of John C. Goodman (1856-1923, F: 51045843) & his 2nd wife, Florence Shelton; 
she was their only child but she had half-siblings from her father’s 1st marriage. 
Was age 24, b. IL in the 1920 census when she & husband Otto lived in South Bend, St. 
Joseph IN with his married brother Charles, his wife & daughter.   
From her IN death certificate: died in Golden Age Manor of pneumonia. Divorced. Retired 
from Uniroyal.  
Buried in Fairview Cemetery, Mishawaka, St. Joseph IN. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 8508496 
Marriage:   Divorced by the 1940 census. 
 
Spouse: Agnes Elizabeth Goodnight Freeman Bethard Stewart Anderson, reverted to 
Goodnight in between marriages, 2 (or 12) Nov 1919 El Dorado, Union AR – 27 Feb 1996 
Union Co. AR. 
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Daughter of Smith Kees Goodnight (1889-1960, F: 94684101) & Addie Simpson (1901-2000, 
F: 94604222). 
Married 13 Aug 1938 in Union Co. AR to Paul West Freeman as Agnes Elizabeth Goodnight. 
She filed for divorce on 6 May 1942 in Union Co. AR. Paul (4 May 1920 Arkadelphia, Clark 
AR – 25 Apr 1977 LA), the son of Arthur Barlow Freeman & Alma West, is buried in Riverview 
Cemetery, Monroe, Ouachita Parish LA, F: 16175461. 
Married 18 Sep 1942 Ouachita Co. AR to Otto Earle Bethard as Agnes Elizabeth Goodnight. 
Divorced Jan 1946. 
Married 16 Jun 1962 in Madison Co. AR to Thomas Edison (Tom) Stewart, age 44, born Tulsa 
OK. Agnes E. Goodnight was age 42, giving a birthplace in Tulsa OK.  Thomas was born 4 
Mar 1918 in Knobbs, Lee TX & died 4 Oct 1999. He was the son of Benjamin Thomas 
Stewart (F: 53057403) & Minnie Viola Byrd (F: 53057486). This was apparently a short-lived 
marriage, as Thomas married 22 Nov 1963 in Tulsa, Tulsa OK to Dorothy L. Wheeler, which 
was 17 months after his marriage to Agnes. Thomas divorced Dorothy on 13 Apr 1970 in FL. 
Married 17 Aug 1966 in Pulaski Co. AR – Agnes E. Goodnight and Robert James Anderson 
(1918-1984, F: 286857). 
 
Buried as Agnes Anderson in Woodlawn Cemetery, El Dorado, Union AR. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 94450237 
Marriage: 18 Sep 1942 Ouachita Co. AR. Agnes Elizabeth Goodnight, age 28, resident of El 
Dorado, Union AR & Otto E. Bethard, resident of Tulsa OK. 
She petitioned for a divorce in Dec 1945 on the grounds of non-support; granted Jan 1946.  
 
Spouse:  Anna Marie (“Mema”) Lyons Reynolds Bethard, 6 Apr 1897 Sangamon Co. IL – 16 
Dec 1963 Hobbs, Lea NM.  
Daughter of William Franklin Lyons Sr. & Anna Karoline (“Carrie”) Hillers.  
Between 1900 & 1909, moved with her parents to OK, where she met & married her first 
husband, Benjamin Vernett (Vernette/Vernell) Reynolds (14 Apr 1893 River Falls, Pierce, WI 
-1958, F: 64230800). His middle name is found as VERNELL on his WWII draft registration – 
or did someone forget to cross the T’s? They had 3 children: Wilma [whose middle name is 
Vernett], Charles & Eva (listed below as Otto’s stepchildren). 
Ben Reynolds was the son of Vernon Doane Reynolds & Mary Eva Viola Englehart. Anna & 
Ben married 24 Oct 1941 in Oklahoma Co. OK. When he registered for the WWII draft on 25 
Apr 1942 as Benjamin Vernell Reynolds, he resided in Somerton AZ & listed his married 
daughter Mrs. T.W. Hollis of Denver City TX as his next-of-kin. He was 5’8” & 158 pounds. 
In the 1940 census, Anna Reynolds lives with her married son Charles Thomas Reynolds in 
Hobbs, Lea NM. She says she is widowed. Meanwhile, Benjamin Reynolds, 46 WI, 
divorced, who had lived in Phoenix, Maricopa AZ in 1935, lives in Yuma Co. AZ, employed 
as a laborer in a vegetable packing shed. 
Obituary:  "Hobbs Daily News" (Hobbs NM) 18 Dec 1963 p 1 with correction 19 Dec 1963 
p13 – age first reported as 88 (corrected to age 66), res: 301 N. Linam, Hobbs NM, d. 15 Feb 
1963, resident of Hobbs since 1936, buried Prairie Haven Cemetery.  
“Odessa (TX) American” 19 Dec 1963 p. 2 – funeral in Hobbs NM 19 Dec. Died at her Hobbs 
NM home on 15 Dec. Resident of Hobbs since 1936. Survived by husband O.E. Bethard, 2 
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daughters: Mrs. T.W. Hollis (Odessa TX) & Mrs. A.W. May (Sterling CO) & son C.T. Reynolds. 
“Hobbs (NM) Daily News-Sun” 24 Jan 1946 p 13 – probate of her will, notice to Wilma 
Hollis, Charles Thomas Reynolds & Eva Carol May. 
Buried in Prairie Haven Cemetery, Hobbs, Lea NM. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: ca. 1956?  
 
Stepchildren (by 2nd wife Anna Marie Lyons Reynolds Bethard): 

• Wilma Vernett Reynolds Hollis, 27 Jan 1916 OK – 25 Jan 1977 Odessa, Ector TX. Wife 
of Theo White (“Put”) Hollis (1910-1974, F: 98174849)). Buried in Sunset Memorial 
Cemetery, Odessa, Ector TX.  F: 98175292 

• Charles Thomas (“Tom”) Reynolds, 29 Jun 1918 Okmulgee, Okmulgee OK – 27 May 
1973 Ardmore, Carter OK. Age 21 in 1940. – Charles married Mabel Cathryn 
Kennedy (1919-1997), daughter of William Edward Kennedy (1886-1929) & Vinnie 
Adeline Threadgill (1898-1990) on 10 Nov 1937 in Hobbs, Lea NM. Mabel was born 5 
Dec 1919 Roaring Springs, Motley TX & died 24 Aug 1997 Ocala, Marion FL.  – When 
Charles registered for the WWII draft on 16 Oct 1940 in Okmulgee OK, he listed his 
mother as Anna Reynolds of Hobbs NM.  Buried in Lone Grove Cemetery, Long 
Grove, Carter OK. F: 90820740 

• Eva Carol Reynolds May, 2 May 1921 Okmulgee, Okmulgee OK – 17 Mar 1991 
Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. Wife of Almus Wilmer (“Put”/”Sonny”) May (1916-1991, F: 
122424047). Buried in St. Francis Catholic Cemetery, Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. F: 
122424011 

 
Siblings: 

• Hattie Eva Bethard Rexroat, 8 Feb 1885 Scott Co. IL  – 17 Nov 1926 St. Louis MO. 
Married 8 May 1904 in IL to William Samuel Rexroat (1872-1947, F: 118557855), son 
of John A. Rexroat & Olivy Francis Maupin. In 1910, William (39 IL) & Hattie (25 IL) 
live with daughter Emelie (zero, IL) in Beardstown, Cass IL. Buried in Chapin 
Cemetery, Chapin, Morgan IL. F: 143338560. 

• William Thomas Bethard, 18 Sep 1886 Chapin, Morgan  IL [also found as Merritt, 
Scott IL – 21 Mar 1913 Wood Slough, Cass IL. Married 8 Oct 1910 in Virginia, Cass IL, 
age 24, to Maude C. Johnson, age 22, b. Galesburg IL, daughter of Charles O. 
Johnson & Bell Connor. Buried in Beardstown City Cemetery, Beardstown, Cass IL. 
F: 74063314. 

• Charles Franklin Bethard, 5 Oct 1890 (obituary: 5 Aug 1890) Winchester, Scott IL – 
10 Oct 1970 Washington, Tazewell Co. IL.  Married 24 Jul 1912 in Beardstown, Cass 
IL to Marie Belle Loer (1894-1975, F: 73163818). Obituary: “Bloomington (IL) 
Pantograph” 12 Oct 1970 p 21 – age 80, d. 10 Oct 1970, burial in Ohio Cemetery, 
Eureka IL. Born 5 Aug 1890 in Winchester IL, son of Tom & Emma (Chrisman) 
Bethard. Preceded in death by his sister & 2 brothers. Caterpillar supervisor. Buried 
in Olio Township Cemetery, Eureka, Woodford IL.  F: 73163768 
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Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 458-10-6768 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Merritt Precinct, Scott Co. IL – conducted 12 Jun 1900 
Emma Bethard, 37 IL, Feb 1863, parents b. IL, widow, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living, 
carpet weaver 
Hattie E., 15 IL, Feb 1885, in school 
William L., 13 IL, Sep 1886, in school 
Charles F., 9 IL, Oct 1890, in school 
Otto E., 5 IL, Oct 1894 
[for all the children: both parents b. IL] 
 
1910 Beardstown, Cass IL – 204 Second St. – conducted 15 Apr 1910 
Emma J. Bethard, 47 IL, parents b. US, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
William, 23 IL, railroad brakeman 
Chas., 19 IL, railroad brakeman 
Otto, 15 IL, fishing 
[for all the children: both parents b. IL] 
 
1920 South Bend, St. Joseph IN – 1334 Fassnacht Ave. – conducted 2 Jan 1920 – with 1st 
wife Bessie Goodman 
Charles Bethard, 29 IL, parents b. IL, laborer, Studebaker 
Marie, 25 IL, parents b. IL [wife] 
Leroy, 6 IL, student [son] 
Otto Bethard, 25 IL, married, laborer, Studebaker [brother] 
Bessie Bethard, 24 IL, married, parents b. US [sister-in-law – i.e. Otto’s wife] 
 
1920 Severs, Okmulgee OK – his future wife Anna Lyons Reynolds 
Benjamin Reynolds, 26 WI, parents b. US, lease foreman, oil field 
Anna, 22 IL, father b. KY, mother b. IL [wife] 
Wilma, 3 years 11 months OK [daughter] 
Thomas, 1 year 6 months OK [son] 
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1930 cannot locate Otto Bethard 
 
1930 Mishawaka, St. Joseph IN – 714 Ironwood Dr. – 1st wife Bessie Goodman Bethard 
Bessie H. Bethard, 35 IL, parents b. US, married,presser, shirt factory [head of household] 
 
1930 St. Louis MO – 2812 Calvert – conducted aa Apr 1930 – Ott’s mother, apparently 
remarried & widowed 
Head of household Emma J. Rexroat, 67 IL, widowed, parents b. IL, stock keeper, grocery 
With granddaughters: 
Emily F. Rexroat, 20 IL, parents b. IL, winder, electric company 
Marjorie Rexroat, 5 MO, parents b. IL 
 
Found in the 1930 South Bend IN city directory living with wife Bessie 
 
1930 Wink, Winkler TX – 239 Winkler St. – conducted 8 Apr 1930 – future wife Anna Lyons 
Reynolds 
Anna Reynolds, 32 IL, father b. IN, mother b. IL, widow, servant, lunch room [ex-husband 
Benjamin Reynolds dies in 1958] 
Wilma, 14 OK 
Tom, 12 OK 
Eva, 8 OK 
[for the children: father b. WI, mother b. IL] 
 
1935 Florida state census – Miami, Dade FL 
Otto E. Bethard, 40 IL, single, truck driver, renter 
 
1940 Flora, Clay IL – 408 W. North Ave. – in 1935 a resident of Orlando FL – line 30 – 
conducted 8 Apr 1940 
Otto E. Bethard, 45 IL, single, lodger, metal welder, oil production 
With Henry Plum, 66 OH, Henry’s wife & 7 other male & female lodgers 
 
1940 Mishawaka, St. Joseph IN – former wife Bessie Goodman, who reverted to her maiden 
name – residing at 719 Hubbard Ave. – same place in 1935 
Bessie Goodman, 44 IL, divorced, service operator, rain coat factory 
 
1940 Hobbs, Lea MN – in 1935 Charles & Anna lived Wink, Winkler TX while Mable lived in 
Ranger, Eastland TX – future wife Anna with son 
Charles C. Reynold [sic], 21 OK, married, roughneck, oil field [head of household] 
Mable, 20 TX [wife] 
daughter Tommie J., 1 NM [daughter] 
Anna M. Reynold, 43 IL, widow [but her former husband Benjamin does not die until 1958] 
[mother] 
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1950 Streator, La Salle IL - conducted 27/28 Apr 1950 – is this Otto’s future wife, back in 
Illinois? 
Anna Reynolds, 53 IL, divorced, keeping house  
 
 


