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TUSCANIA 

 
Berry, Arthur George 

1894 WI – 1942 LA 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-

2K8K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-
YNWH&action=view 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2899702:2375 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2899702:2375
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WWII draft registration 25 Apr 1942 – he died 18 Jul 1942 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/11981115:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d9e57eb-b469-4fe8-8c9e-

7b047a7a53c6&_phsrc=cPx8015&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11981115:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d9e57eb-b469-4fe8-8c9e-7b047a7a53c6&_phsrc=cPx8015&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11981115:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d9e57eb-b469-4fe8-8c9e-7b047a7a53c6&_phsrc=cPx8015&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11981115:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=6d9e57eb-b469-4fe8-8c9e-7b047a7a53c6&_phsrc=cPx8015&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/9233082:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=69a37fb7-1940-4499-8265-
6e06b45d8491&_phsrc=cPx8018&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of Arthur George Berry – “Perry (OK) Daily Journal & the Perry Republican & the 

Noble County Sentinel” Tuesday 21 Jul 1942 p 1 
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1912 OK School Census, Noble Co. OK – children of George W. Berry, Orlando OK 
Chester H., 20, 18 Mar 1891 
Lester, 20, 18 Mar 1891 
Arthur G., 17, 1 Jul 1894 
Laura A., 15, 31 Aug 1895 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSMS-WSNV-
G?view=index&action=view 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSMS-WSNV-G?view=index&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSMS-WSNV-G?view=index&action=view


7 
 

 

 
 

1913 Oklahoma School Records – age 18 - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSMS-WSNV-

G?view=index&action=view 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34X-
JF4?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A81V9-

Q9ZM&action=view 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:ZNWS-K6N2 

Life: 
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“Noble County Sentinel” (Perry OK) Thursday 4 Oct 1917 p 1 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 

 
“Orlando (OK) Clipper” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 12 
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“Marshall (OK) Tribune” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Arthur George Berry of Orlando OK – letter home, “Perry (OK) Republican” 21 Mar 1918 p 2 
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“Perry (OK) Daily Journal & the Perry Republican & the Noble County Sentinel” Wednesday 

11 Mar 1942 p 1 
 

Same-named man – same locale 
 

Arthur Berry made the news in 1917 when he sued for divorce in KS from Bessie Jane 
McKinzie Berry (1888 KS – 1984 OK, F: 67665051), daughter of Thomas Jefferson McKinzie & 

Emma Ida Nading, claiming he had been coerced into marriage. Arthur said Bessie’s 
cousins came to Elk Co. KS claiming Arthur was wanted by the law in Vinita, Craig OK, for 

seduction. Arthur was arrested & then taken to Vinita where he was forced to marry Bessie 
– or go to the state penitentiary. 

This Arthur Berry worked at the roof tiling plant in Elk City, Elk KS. In the 1915 census, 
Arthur George Berry (later of the Tuscania) resided in Elk City, Elk KS & worked at the lime 

plant. And Arthur George had moved to KS from OK, so there were a lot of similarities. 
However, on the Vinita, Craig OK marriage record of Arthur Berry & Bessie McKinzie, dated 

16 Nov 1916, Arthur Berry was age 32. Arthur George Berry would have been around age 23. 
Unless he was pretending to be older? 
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Arthur George Berry was ca. age 23 – not 32 - on 4 Nov 1916  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964506550:61379 
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“Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal” Wednesday 2 May 1917 p 2 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/58516635/ 
 
 

 
“South Kansas Tribune” (Independence KS) Wednesday 9 May 1917 p 4 
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“Coffeyville (KS) Weekly Journal” Thursday 24 May 1917 p 3 
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“Independence (KS) Daily Reporter” Saturday 7 Jul 1917 p 5 

 
 

 
“Elk City (KS) Sun” Friday 13 Jul 1917 p 4 

 
Father: 

 

 
George Washington Berry – Find A Grave 147011340 
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Obituary of George Berry - “Perry (OK) Daily Journal & the Perry Republican & the Noble 

County Sentinel” Monday 9 Aug 1943 p 1 
 



26 
 

 
“Ponca City (OK) News” Tuesday 10 Aug 1943 p 3 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:81NY-WZ6Z 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Anna Eliza Hicken Berry – Find A Grave 147011290 
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Obituary of mother - “Perry (OK) Daily Journal & the Perry Republican & the Noble County 

Sentinel” Monday 29 Apr 1935 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/12170934/person/-320739089/facts 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/12170934/person/-320739089/facts
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34X-

JS7G?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A81L3-
L5T2&action=view 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Brother Lester Hicken Berry (1891-1971) – Find A Grave 34328733 
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Obituary of Lester Hicken Berry – “Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Thursday 6 Jan 1965 p 6 
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Obituary of brother Chester Hicken Berry (1891-1971) – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City 

OK) Friday 3 Dec 1971 p 6 
 

 
Sister Laura Berry Kemnitz (1896-1975) - “Perry (OK) Republican” Thursday 9 Mar 1922 p 8 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34X-

JW47?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ADMWZ-
M12M&action=view 
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Laura Berry Kemnitz - “Gage (OK) Record” Thursday 6 Nov 1958 p 1 
 

 
Carl L. Kemnitz, husband of Laura Berry Kemnitz - “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 

Wednesday 16 Jul 1958 p 42 
 
 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Arthur George Berry 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,376 
Entered service from:  Orlando, Logan OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Arthur G. Berry 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father George W. Berry, RFD 2, Orlando OK 
Returned from war on: on 'Virginian" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Arthur G. Berry 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father George K. Berry, Orlanda (sic) OK (cpl, Co. K, 23rd 
Inf)  
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Arthur G. Berry - b. 1 Jul 1894 Waukesha WI; res: 
RFD #5, Orlando OK. Single. Laborer, Parkersburg Land & Reel Co. in Eldorado KS. Medium 
height & build. Card is not dated. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Arthur George Berry - b. 1 Jul 1894 Waukesha WI; 
res: 124 W. Linn, in care of C.H. Berry, Cleveland, Norman OK. Mailing address: General 
Delivery, Oklahoma City OK. NOK C.H. Berry, 124 W. Linn, Norman. Not employed. 
“Shrapnel mark on l. hand from last war” Height: 5’8” – 160 lbs. Card dated 25 Apr 1942; he 
died 18 Jul 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 3 Oct 1917 
Discharged 19 Sep 1919 
Address: Orlando OK 
Rank/unit: corporal, Co. K, 23rd Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  1 Jul 1893 (Find A Grave & veteran headstone application, with ’94 crossed through) 
OR 1 Jul 1894 (WWI & WWII draft registrations, OK school censuses 1912 & 1913, obituary, 
LA death record, Noble Co. OK funeral record, & Veterans Administration Military Index) 
Waukesha, Waukesha WI  
Died:  18 Jul 1942 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA (having moved there 3 weeks previously, 
of pneumonia) 
Find A Grave record: 147011454 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Lucien, Noble OK 
Cemetery: Lawnview 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Oklahoma CPL Co K 23 Inf WWI 
 
Father: George Washington Berry, 25 Oct 1861 Pompton or Wanaque, both in Passaic Co. 
NJ – 8 Aug 1943 Edmond, Oklahoma Co. OK (at the home of his daughter Laura). 
The family lived in Waukesha Co. WI -Hagerman, Chaves NM - and Chicago, Cook IL. They 
moved to Noble Co. OK in 1905, settling 5 miles west & 3 miles south of Perry, Noble OK. In 
1930 George & Anna lived in Lowe, Noble Co. OK. In 1940, he was a widower living in Gage, 
Ellis OK.  
Died of a cerebral hemorrhage. His OK funeral record leaves his parents’ information 
blank. 
Buried in Lawnview Cemetery, Lucien, Noble OK. 
Find A Grave: 147011340 
 
Mother: Anna Eliza Hicken Berry, 11 Feb 1860 Pewaukee, Waukesha WI – 18 Apr 1935 
Noble Co. OK. Listed as “Higgins” on the birth records of Chester, Lester & Laura [could 
not locate Arthur’s].  
Daughter of Henry John Hicken b. Germany 1833/1834 – 1900 Chicago, Cook IL, Civil War 
veteran, Co. F, 27th WI Infantry, F: 91617340 ^ Lydia Ann Corbett Hicken (1833 NY – 1886 
WI), F: 91617120. Her parents married 27 Nov 1853 in Pewaukee WI.  



43 
 

Buried in Lawnview Cemetery, Lucien, Noble OK. 
Find A Grave: 147011290 
Parents’ marriage: 24 Sep 1889 Chicago, Cook IL 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Chester Hicken Berry, 18 Mar 1891 Waukesha Co. WI – 1 Dec 1971 Norman, 
Cleveland OK. Twin brother of Lester Berry. Chester is listed before Lester in the 
1900 & 1910 censuses – so presumably the older twin?  Santa Fe Railway employee 
in Norman OK. – Married in 1915 to Mollie Mae Snyder (1896-1990, F: 34329141). 
Obituary: “Daily Oklahoman” 3 Dec 1971 p 6 – funeral for Chester, age 80, of 
Norman OK on 6 Dec, with burial in Norman IOOF Cemetery. Died 1 Dec 1971 in 
Norman. Came to OK in 1922, settling at Perry. Had lived in Norman since 1931. 
Retired telegraph operator, Santa Fe Railway. Survived by sister Mrs. Laura Kemistry 
[sic] of Baldwin Park CA. Buried in IOOF Cemetery, Norman, Cleveland OK. F: 
34328731. 

• Lester Hicken Berry, 18 Mar 1891 Waukesha Co. WI – 31 Dec 1964 Gage, Ellis OK. 
Twin brother of Chester Berry. Lester is listed after Chester in the 1900 & 1910 
censuses – so presumably the younger twin? – Married to Ida Harmon (1893-1916, 
F: 147011422) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK; she died 4 years after their 
marriage. – Married on 5 Oct 1921 to Hazel A. Williams (1897-1990, F: 72110324); 
they had 3 children. - Tombstone: Wisconsin - WWI, Co. A, 323rd Field Signal Bn. 
Buried in Gage Memorial Cemetery, Gage, Ellis OK. F: 72110315 

• Laura A. Berry Kemnitz, 31 Aug 1896 NM – 21 Oct 1975 Perry, Noble OK. Married 29 
May 1918 Noble Co. OK to C.L. [Carl Ludwig] Kemnitz (1894-1958, F: 38455501). In 
1930, C.L. & Laura lived in Perry, Noble OK. In 1940, they lived in Edmond City OK. 
Laura was living in Long Beach CA in Nov 1958 when she visited her brother Lester 
in Gage OK. She lived in Baldwin Park CA in Dec 1971 when her brother Chester 
died. – Laura Kemnitz is buried in Grace Hill Cemetery, Perry, Noble OK. F: 
38455528 

 
Notes: 
 
 
Wartime: 
 
Landed on isle of Islay, Scotland, in a lifeboat. Details in letter that appeared in “Perry (OK) 
Republican” 21 Mar 1918, copied above, 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 442-05-8590 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Waukesha, Waukesha WI – 309 North St. 
George Berry, 39 NJ, Oct 1861, parents b. NJ, married 10 years, engineer, stationary 
Anna, 40 WI, Feb 1860, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are 
living 
Chester H., 9 WI, Mar 1891, at school [twin] 
Lester H., 9 WI, Mar 1891, at school [twin] 
Arthur G., 5 WI, Jul 1894, at school 
Laura A., 3 NM, Jul 1869 
And female servant Mary Hicken, 30 WI, Jul 1869, parents b. Germany, single 
 
1910 Lowe, Noble OK 
George W. Berry, 48 NJ, parents b. NJ, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, farmer, general 
farming 
Anna E., 50 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. NY in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 
are living 
Chester H., 19 WI, work on home farm 
Lester H., 19 WI, work on home farm 
Arthur G., 15 WI, work on home farm 
Laura A., 13 NM, work on home farm 
The next census entry is for the family of Charley & Rikey Kemnitz, who have a son Carl F. 
Kemnitz, age 15, b. NE – who marries Laura Berry. 
 
1915 Elk Falls, Elk KS – line 12 
A.G. Berry, 20 WI, employed at the lime plant, moved to KS from OK, boarder 
 
1920 Lowe, Noble OK 
George W. Berry, 58 NJ, parents b. NJ, farmer, farm 
Anna E., 59 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. NY 
Arthur G., 25 Wi, father b. NJ, mother b. WI 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 cannot locate 
 
1950 deceased 
 
 


