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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Bernitt, Sidney Walter 

1889 OR – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
Find A Grave 104060916 

 
- "
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-294F-
V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-L3JS&action=view 

 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KK-
3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-

PSPF&action=view 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-294F-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-L3JS&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-294F-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-L3JS&action=view
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Sister Nellie’s married surname misspelled as Kohn instead of KOLM - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/159347:62477?tid=&pid=&queryId=42bae62c-b863-4a64-a07b-

10ea5a667a9f&_phsrc=cPx7986&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159347:62477?tid=&pid=&queryId=42bae62c-b863-4a64-a07b-10ea5a667a9f&_phsrc=cPx7986&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159347:62477?tid=&pid=&queryId=42bae62c-b863-4a64-a07b-10ea5a667a9f&_phsrc=cPx7986&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159347:62477?tid=&pid=&queryId=42bae62c-b863-4a64-a07b-10ea5a667a9f&_phsrc=cPx7986&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/168721:62477?tid=&pid=&queryId=3d5d3955-031d-4200-84a4-
115ef3da57e8&_phsrc=cPx7988&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/168721:62477?tid=&pid=&queryId=3d5d3955-031d-4200-84a4-115ef3da57e8&_phsrc=cPx7988&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/168721:62477?tid=&pid=&queryId=3d5d3955-031d-4200-84a4-115ef3da57e8&_phsrc=cPx7988&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/168721:62477?tid=&pid=&queryId=3d5d3955-031d-4200-84a4-115ef3da57e8&_phsrc=cPx7988&_phstart=successSource
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WWI draft registration 5 Jun 1917 Globe AZ - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/22136208:6482 
 

Life 
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The Swastika Club dance, with swastika-shaped programs – “Coos Bay (OR) World 

Saturday 24 Oct 1908 p 4 
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Second meeting of the Swastika Club – “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 21 Nov 1908 p 4 
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Valentine Ball of the Swastika Club – “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 20 Feb 1909 p 2 
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Christening party - “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 8 May 1909 p 8 
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Whist party – “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 29 May 1909 p 8 

 

 
Postal civil service exam – “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 24 Feb 1912 p 5 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 23 Oct 1909 p 5 

 

 
“Coos Bay (OR) World” Wednesday 21 Jun 1916 p 3 
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2 excerpts - “Coos Bay (OR) World” Tuesday 11 Dec 1917 p 1 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Eugene (OR) Guard” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/97359566/ 
 
 
 

 
List continues - “Coos Bay (OR) World” Wednesday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/525022229/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/97359566/
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 2 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/525022232/ 
 
 
 

 
“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1  
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Roseburg (OR) News-Review” Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 24 Feb 1918 p 14 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Thursday 29 May 1919 p 1 
 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Wednesday 20 Oct 1920 p 11 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/77158191/ 
 
 



19 
 

 
“Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald” Thursday 21 Oct 1920 p 3 
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“Salem (OR Statesman Journal” Thursday 21 Oct 1920 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/79614674/ 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 12 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 1 
 
 
 

 
“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 12 

 

 
“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 2 Jul 1921 p 1 
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Had been member of the Elks lodge – “Coos Bay (OR) World” Monday 4 Dec 1922 p 6 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Monday 20 Dec 1926 p 59 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Monday 6 Feb 1928 p 1 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Tuesday 5 Feb 1929 p 2 
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The misspelled VFW Post in Coos Bay OR – BURNETT instead of BERNITT - “Coos Bay (OR) 

World” Friday 13 Jan 1933 p 1 
 
 
 
 
 

Father 
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OR death certificate - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/309477:61675?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=d5cf293f-fe5f-
45ee-942b-a6e172399fad&_phsrc=cPx7969&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/309477:61675?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=d5cf293f-fe5f-45ee-942b-a6e172399fad&_phsrc=cPx7969&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/309477:61675?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=d5cf293f-fe5f-45ee-942b-a6e172399fad&_phsrc=cPx7969&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/309477:61675?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=d5cf293f-fe5f-45ee-942b-a6e172399fad&_phsrc=cPx7969&_phstart=successSource


29 
 

 
 

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Thursday 7 Dec 1916 p 1 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 6 Sep 1919 p 1 

 

 
“Coos Bay (OR) World” Tuesday 9 Sep 1919 p 4 
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Obituary of Edward William Bernitt in the “Coos Bay (OR) World” Thursday 28 Aug 1919 p 1 

– died of a heart attack, fell out of boat – transcribed below 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of “Eliza” Barnitt – “Coos Bay (OR) World” Monday 21 Jun 1916 p 3 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Tuesday 18 Jul 1916 p 5 

 

 
Sidney comes from AZ for his mother’s funeral “Coos Bay (OR) World” Wednesday 14 Jun 

1916 p 4 
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Friday 16 Jun 1916 p 1 

 

 
“Coos Bay (OR) World” Monday 19 Jun 1916 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4445:5254?tid=62936386&pid=42388110337&queryId=8d728b56-f5f2-4ad4-
90dc-90dda481e15b&_phsrc=cPx7977&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4597963:1068 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4445:5254?tid=62936386&pid=42388110337&queryId=8d728b56-f5f2-4ad4-90dc-90dda481e15b&_phsrc=cPx7977&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4445:5254?tid=62936386&pid=42388110337&queryId=8d728b56-f5f2-4ad4-90dc-90dda481e15b&_phsrc=cPx7977&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4445:5254?tid=62936386&pid=42388110337&queryId=8d728b56-f5f2-4ad4-90dc-90dda481e15b&_phsrc=cPx7977&_phstart=successSource


37 
 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Sister Nellie Freda Bernitt Kolm (1883-1969) – published in the “Oakland (CA) Tribune” 

Monday 15 Sep 1969 p 20 – Find A Grave 209303679 
 



38 
 

 
OR birth of Nellie - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15014158:61676 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15014158:61676
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Obituary of Nellie Bernitt Kolm – “Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Tuesday 16 Sep 1967 p 12 
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Brother William Carl Bernitt (1885-1951) – “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 10 Nov 1951 p 

3 
 
 

 

 
Brother John August (Jack) Bernitt (1888-1970) – “Coos Bay (OR) World” Friday 27 Jun 1919 

p 3 
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Left: John August Bernitt’s obituary – “Cashmere (CA) Valley Record” Thursday 23 Apr 1970 

p 2 and right: estate Thursday 2 Jul 1970 p 4 
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Sister Martha Margaretha Bernitt Gurnea (1890-1955) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/15073936:61676?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=9b20983f-

d284-4867-b175-0bbfb9070784&_phsrc=cPx7974&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15073936:61676?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=9b20983f-d284-4867-b175-0bbfb9070784&_phsrc=cPx7974&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15073936:61676?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=9b20983f-d284-4867-b175-0bbfb9070784&_phsrc=cPx7974&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15073936:61676?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=9b20983f-d284-4867-b175-0bbfb9070784&_phsrc=cPx7974&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Martha M. Bernitt Gurnea – “Corvallis (OR) Gazette-Times” Friday 25 Feb 1955 

p 8 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Sidney Walter Bernitt 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Sidney died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Marshfield [now named Coos Bay], Coos OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Sidney W. Bernitt 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Edward W. Bernitt, 372 N. 1st. St., Marshfield OR 
1st buried on isle of Islay, Scotland:  at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave  85, as Sidney W. 
Bernitt 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920  
Listed on return ship as: Sidney W. Bennitt 
Rank on return ship: private, Co. D, 20th Engineers  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Sidney Walter Bernitt [name entered on top line as 
Sydney, then the first “Y” is crossed through & “I” written over it) - b. 26 Feb 1889 
Marshfield OR; res: Meade (spelling?) Rooms, Globe, Gila AZ. Single. Postal employee, 
Globe Post Office. Claims exemption from draft on grounds “Yes, engaged in transmission 
of mail.” Tall & slender. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment date not given 
Discharge date not given – death date of 6 Feb 1918 
Address: 372 N. 1st St., North Marshfield OR 
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  26 Feb 1889 Marshfield [now named Coos Bay], Coos OR 
Died:  5 Feb 1918 Tuscania 
Find A Grave record: 104060916 - presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 
Burial location: Coos Bay, Coos OR 
Cemetery: Sunset Memorial 
Tombstone:  “in memory of Sidney Walter who died in the sinking of the troop ship 
Tuscania Feb. 6, 1918 age 29 yrs. 
AGE 29 YRS. 
 
Father: Edward William Bernitt, 25 May 1856 Neustadt, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany – 28 
Aug 1919 Coos Co. OR (body found in Isthmus inlet).  
Son of Friedrich Wilhelm Bernitt (1822-1846, both in Germany) & Margaretha Amalie 
Lisette Frehsa (b. 1823 Germany). Obituary in “Coos Bay Times” 28 Aug 1919 p. 1, but left 
margin of article is too deep in the fold to read. Can make out: his body was found in 
Isthmus inlet; appeared to have fallen off his launch “Koos” and drowned. Body was found 
entangled near a log boom. Expert swimmer in good health, so believed he suffered a heart 
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attack while pulling up anchor. Had been seen earlier by other boatmen. Survived by 2 
daughters: Martha (something to do with Panama Millinery) & Mrs. Nellie Kolm (Portland), 
William & John (Seattle); one son died on Tuscania. Born Nystadt, Germany 25 May 1856, 
emigrated directly to Coos Bay (but year unreadable), raftsman all that time. Recently 
complained of heart issues.  - “Coos Bay Times” 6 Sep 1919 p 1 – his will filed for probate, 
with W.C. Bernitt & Martha executors. Valued at $10,000, mostly in Coos Bay property. 
Specific bequests & rest divided among his 4 surviving children: Willie Carl, John A., Martha 
& Mrs. Nellie Kolm. He was 1 of Coos Bay’s best-known pioneer raftsmen & citizens, who 
drowned a few weeks ago in Isthmus inlet. - “Coos Bay Times” 9 Sep 1919 p 4 – estate of 
$8,000 in real estate & $2,000 in personal property, shared by Willie Carl, Nellie Frieda 
Kalm [sic], both of Portland, John August of Seattle & Martha M. of Marshfield. – Although 
he was found in the water, the cause of death was angina pectoris.  
Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, Coos Bay, Coos OR. 
Find A Grave: 95651623 
 
Mother: Elise Magaritha Hielmers/Hilmers/Hilmer Bernitt, 20 Jan 1866 (Find A Grave) or 
1856 (1900 census & other records) Oldenburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany – 12 Jun 
1916 Coos Co. OR.  - Also found as Eliza Margarette and as Eliese Margaretha (on her 
probate records). - “Coos Bay Times” 16 Jun 1916 p 1 – Mrs. Bernitt’s funeral will be held 18 
Jun 1916. Sons Will & John have arrived from the north [Will is identified in a later story as 
from Portland] and Sidney arrives tomorrow from Globe AZ where he is employed by the US 
Postal Service. - “Coos Bay Times” 21 Jun 1916 p 3 – Sidney Bernitt, who was called here 
by the death of his mother, Mrs. E.W. Bernitt, left this morning to resume his position in the 
post office of Globe AZ. - “Coos Bay Times” 12 Jun 1916 p 6 – Eliza Bernitt, 60, pioneer of 
Coso Bay, died at the family home at 372 – 1st St. N of Bright’s disease. Survived by her 
husband E.W. & 5 children: Mrs. Nellie Kolm (Coos Bay), William C. (Portland), John 
(Cashmere WA), Sidney (Globe AZ) & Martha (Coos Bay). Born 20 Jan 1856 Holstein, 
Germany; came to NY in 1880, two years later to Marshfield OR, married 1 year later. 
Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, Coos Bay, Coos OR. 
Find A Grave: 95651734 
Parents’ marriage: W.E. Bernitt married Elisa M. Hilmers 29 Jan 1883 in Cronenberg, 
Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. Their first child was born that Nov in Oregon. 
 
Siblings: 

• Nellie Frieda (OR birth record)/Freda (Find A Grave) Bernitt Kolm, 29 Nov 1883 
Marshfield [now called Coos Bay], Coos OR – 12 Sep 1969 King Co WA. Marshfield 
High School graduate, 1908. -  Wife of William Lewis Kolm (1884 NE – 1956 UT, F: 
209303535). Resident of Portland OR 1920 & 1930 and of Omaha NE in 1940. “Coos 
Bay Times” 11 Jun 1910 p 8 – a lunch & handkerchief shower held 9 Jun for Nellie, 
who will marry Mr. Kolm of Schuyler NE on 22 Jun 1910. “Coos Bay Times” 18 Jun 
1910 p 8 – Wedding of Nellie & William Kolm of NE to be Wed., 22 Jun 1910, at the 
home of the bride’s parents. Kolm was employed by the Breakwater office in Coos 
Bay & then was a railroad agent at Myrtle Point. For the last year he has worked in 
NE where the couple will live. “Coos Bay Times” 9 Dec 1911 p 8 – A son was born to 
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Mr. & Mrs. William Kolm (the former Nellie Bernitt) of Schuyler NE. The couple will 
spend at least part of next summer on Coos Bay. “Coos Bay Times” 29 Jun 1927 p 5 
– Mrs. & Mrs. William Kolm of Portland & their 3 children (Leland, Lorene, Roger) 
were guests of Mrs. & Mrs. Harvey Gurnea ([her sister] of North Bend OR. She was 
formerly Nellie Bernitt; William was once the Southern Pacific agent for the Str. 
Breakwater. “Coos Bay Times” 26 Jun 1939 p 2 – Mrs. William KIolm (former Nellie 
Bernitt) of Seattle visited friends & relatives in Coos Bay. William was at one time 
with the railroad & Breakwater agency on the Bay. He was recently transferred to 
Omaha with the Union Pacific after many years in Seattle. She will join him as soon 
as the children finish at the U of WA. “Coos Bay Times” 1 Mar 1955 p 3 – attending 
the funeral of her sister Martha: Mr. & Mrs. William Kolm, Oakland CA, just back 
from a 3-month trip east. William’s obituary: “Oakland (CA) Tribune” 26 Jun 1956 p 
32 – Funeral 26 Jun 1956 in Albany [Alameda Co.] CA on 26 Jun for William L. Kolm, 
71, retired accountant, of 4553 Shafter Ave., Died 23 Jun 1956 in Salt Lake City 
where he was visiting his daughter, Mrs. Lorine Hanna. Also survived by wife Nellie 
F. Kolm & sons Leland (San Francisco) & Roger (PA). – Buried in Golden Gate 
Mausoelum & Columbaria, Kensington, Contra Costa CA. F: 209303679 

• William Carl Bernitt, 21 Jun 1885 Marshfield [now called Coos Bay], Coos OR – 3 
Nov 1951 Seattle, King WA. Also known as Willie Carl Bernitt & Will Bernitt. Married 
in 1911 to Willa A. Levis (1883-1972, F: 115498078). Buried in Acacia Memorial Park 
& Funeral Home, Lake Forest Park, King WA. F: 115498096 

• John August (“Jack”/”Whitey”) Bernitt, 3 Apr 1888 Marshfield [now called Coos Bay], 
Coos Co. OR [3 Apr 1889 on both WWI & WWII draft cards – Apr 1887 in 1900 
census] – 19 Apr 1970, Wenatchee, Chelan WA. Sergeant in the 644th Aero Squadron 
in WWI. The NOK on his WWII card is his sister, Mrs. Martha Gurnie [sic] of North 
Bend OR.  – Married in 1924 to Velma Jordan (1891-1941, F: 38542609). Buried in 
Cashmere Cemetery, Cashmere, Chelan WA. F: 38542621 

• Martha Margaretha/Magaretha Bernitt Gurnea, 13 Dec 1890 Coos Bay, Coos OR – 
24 Feb 1955 Corvallis, Benton OR. First wife of Harvey Persell Gurnea (1890-1963, 
F: 732767), who is buried with his 2nd wife Verna Irene in Willamette National 
Cemetery. Martha is buried with her parents.  Martha & Harvey married 6 Jul 1920 in 
Portland, Multnomah OR. - “Coos Bay Times” 1 Mar 1955 p 3 – Most of the surviving 
relatives of Mrs. Harvey (Martha) Gurnea of Corvallis were in Coos Bay 28 Feb 1955 
for her funeral. Among survivors: her widower Harvey, John Bernitt of Cashmere WA. 
The former Martha Bernitt is from an old-time Coos Bay family. Her brother Sidney 
was lost on the Tuscania. The Sidney Burnitt [sic] VFW Post is named for him, but a 
typographical error when it was named has remained.  - “Corvallis (OR) Gazette-
Times” 25 Feb 1955 p 8 – Funeral for Martha M. Gurnea held 24 Feb 1955. She died 
in Coos Bay on 28 Feb. Daughter of William Edward & Elise Bernitt, born 13 Dec 
1890 Coos Bay, where she received her early education. Married Harvey P. Gurnea 6 
Jul 1920 in Portland OR. The couple lived in Coos Bay until 1942, when they moved 
to Corvallis. Survived by husband, brother John Bernitt (Cashmere WA) & sister Mrs. 
Nellie Kolm (Oakland CA). Her brother Sidney died in WWI. - “Salem Statesman 
Journal” 26 Jun 1963 p 15 – Harvey P. Gurnea, age 72, d. 24 Jun 1963, b. Tacoma 
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WA. Married Martha Bernitt, who died in Corvallis in 1955. He married Verna Siegner 
in 1956; she survives. He is buried in Willamette. – Martha Gurnea is buried in 
Sunset Memorial Park, Coos Bay, Coos OR. F: 95652834 

 
Notes:  
 
The city of Coos Bay, Oregon, was established as the city of Marshfield in 1853. Its name 
was changed on 11 Nov 1944.  
 
TheVeterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 1180 in Coos Bay OR named for him, but due to a 
typographical error when it was established, the post has remained with the name of the 
Sidney Burnett Post (or sometimes the Sidney Burnitt Post). 
It took over 2 weeks for his parents to learn of his death. 
 
Articles cited here as from the “Coos Bay World” were often from the newspaper when it 
bore its earlier name, the “Coos Bay Times.” 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 North Marshfield, Coos OR - conducted 12 Jun 1900 – city is now called Coos Bay 
Edward W. Bernett [sic], 44 Germany, May 1856, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1877, in 
US for 23 years, naturalized, married 17 years, raftsman 
Eliza C., 44 Germany, Jan 1856, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1881, in US 19 years, gave 
birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Nellie F., 16 OR, Nov 1883, at school 
Willie C., 14 OR, Jun 1885, at school 
John A., 13 OR, Apr 1887, at school 
Sidney W., 11 OR, Feb 1889, at school 
Martha M., 9 OR, Dec 1890, at school 
 
1910 Marshfield, Coos OR – 1st St. N. – city is now called Coos Bay – Sidney not listed 
William Burnett, 53 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1877, naturalized, in 1st 
marriage, married 27 years, raftsman, logs 
Eliese, 54 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are 
living 
Nellie, 26 OR, saleslady, department store 
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Matha, 19 OR, milliner, shop 
 
 


