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Tuscania casualty
Bernitt, Sidney Walter
1889 OR -5 February 1918 Tuscania
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OREGON

WHITE: INDUOTED INTO NAPIONAL ARMY (R ASSIGRED THERET0 UPON ERLISTMENTe
Agren, Peter A. vt 20 Bugrs 6Bn G0 B i 70
Anderson, Jokn 2,267,718 PV G0 G 361 Inf gept 2918
Baker, Henry S 2,287,379 e Go D 868 Iaf oot 4/18
Ball, Addison MWe 3,136,187 v 0o 5 111 Ing oet 9/18
Barber, Jerry B. 5,185,916 v Go K 505 Ing oet 5/18
Parnhart, John Ve 3,184,112 Y Go F. 110 Inf oet 8/18
Bates, Venry G. e ‘RO Engr 6 Bn 0o D yeb 5/18
Beeson, Harry C. 3,185,462 e Gox 308 Iaf sept 28/18
Benson, Leonard Je 5,135,202 vt G0 B 306 Iaf oet 17/18
Berg,Loranza 3,185,415 e Go A 308 Inf oot 12/18
Pve

Beradtt, Sidney We 20 Engr 6 Bu Go D reb 5/18

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KK-
3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-
PSPF&action=view
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Sidney W. Bernitt

in the Oregon, U.S., State Military Records, 1847-1977
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Sister Nellie’s married surname misspelled as Kohn instead of KOLM -
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Oregon, U.S., State Military Records, 1847-1977 for Sidney W. Bernitt

W1 Army Died in Service Cards
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,‘ “ _ © (Surname) (Christion nume) (Army serial number) s

[ . . o~

": Residence: none Karsfield Gt OREGON

I‘f‘ (Street and house number) (Town or city) (County) (State)
* Enfistet- R A-4-NeGrEE-R-6, *Inducted at . Vancouver Bks Wash oDec 24 19 17
Placo of birth; . ¥arshfield, Oregon Ageordateof birth: __28__10/12 yrs.

Organizations served in, with dates of assignments and transfers: _CQ« D 6 Bn 20 kngrs fr
Jen 1/18 to Feb 5/18

Grades, with date of appointment: Pyt.

Engagements: -

Served overseas from TJEIL_?&AS_ io f-....l".%.b_Sl_l.ﬁ, from t. to t

Killed in action ._February. 5 1918 in sinking of Tuscania

Other wounds or injuries received in action: ..

Person notified of death: Zdward W. Bernitt Lo Father

Son. Sors NS N Yat SO Mayshfield (esreofrelationhip) Ore.
(No. and street or rural route) (City, town, or post office) T (State or country)

Remarks :

B R e ?- # Strike out words not applicable.  { Dates of departure from and arrival in the U. S.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/168721:62477?tid=&pid=&queryld=3d5d3955-031d-4200-84a4-
115ef3da57e8&_phsrc=cPx7988&_phstart=successSource
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:i The dance given Ly the ""Swastika
b Club™ In the I. O. O. F. Hall, Wed-
inesday. October 21, was one of the
!!most enjoyable social events given
‘by the members of the younger go-
clety set, this week,  About sixty:

couples were  present,  Eightoen |

"uumbers were doneed, fourteen rex-

"ular and four extras. The programs
' were very unlque belng printed in
the furm of a swastika cross. Among
those present were: Geo, N, Far-
\rin and wife, B. F. Willey, Wmn.
Schroeder, A, 8. Taylor, D. A, Jones,
F. M. Rummell, Misses Delta and
Ada Chapman, Selma and Ellen
Johnson, Minnle Harkensee, Hilda
Stenholm, Mildred Coke, Nellie and
Martha Hernett, Eunlee Nichol2, Jen-
ni# Eickworth, May Magee, Nellle
| Melutosh, Edna Weider, Pearl Riggs,
|Idu Carlton, Hilda and Hannah Lar-
'su.en. Jmma Ericksen, Hsttle Ferrey,
' Bessle Flye, Helen Simmon, Beatrice
‘Smith, Messrs. E. L. Archer, C. Bay-
les, 8. W. Bernitt, \WWm. Cary, J. E.
Cowan, Ed. W. Culver, G, E, Clarey,
\Wm. Conrad, G. F. Dillon. 8. C.
Doxla, Oscar Gulavson, T. W, Lynch,
Juas. M. Morchant, J. Miller, W, J,
Horrow, E. L, Murpahan, M. J. Os-
|iraw, F. M. Painter, J. D, Hoks, Alb-
Lert Sweliz and George Seellg. The
next dance will he glven by the elud
November 1,

The Swastika Club dance, with swastika-shaped programs — “Coos Bay (OR) World
Saturday 24 Oct 1908 p 4
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__%he sefoha monthiy L .ace given
by the Swastika Club was held in
the I. O. O. F. Hall on Wednes-
day, November 18, A large part of
the membership was present, and
the Coos Bay Orchestra furnished
special music for the occasion which
was muech appreciated by the mem-
bers of the club.

Among those present were: Mr.
and Mrs. T. 8. Harvey, Mr. and Mrs.
B. F. Willey, Mr. and Mrs. E. W,
| | Kammerer, Mr. and Mrs. G. N. Far-
rin, Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Rummell,
v Mr..and Mrs, Merriman, Mr. and
i-|Mrs. A. 8. 'Taylor, Mrs. Hattie Ni-
|- | cholls, Misses. Eunice Nicholls, Nel-
r.|lie and Martha Bernitt, Ada and Del-
i. [la Chapman, Mildred Coke, Jennie
t, | Eickworth, Emma Erickson, Laura
d | Escott, Harriet Ferrey, Edith and
t, |Selma Holm, Nell McIntogh, Selma
t,|and Ellen Johnson, Madge Savage,
|-|Nan Lyons, Anna Devers, Spence
[.!Wilson and Sadie Hogan; Messrs,
d|George and Albert Seelig, Jas Cow-
an, Wm. Longstaff, Oscar Gulovson,
Tames Merchant, W, J. Conrad. 8. W.
Bernitt, Billy Carey, R. R. Coster,
G. F. Dillen, R. Dillard, S. E. Doyle,
Jay Gray, Thayer Grimes, W. J.
Morrow, E. Mernaham, F. M. Pain-
ter, Russell Trembly, Ed. Burleigh, —

B e e e T e T T e S e e s S N

T e T ™%

Second meeting of the Swastika Club - “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 21 Nov 1908 p 4
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Valentine Ball of the Swastika Club - “Coos Bay (OR) World” Sétur&ay 20 Feb 1909 p2

The Valentine Ball given Satur-
day evening by the Swastika Club at
the I, O. O. F, Hall, was one of the .
bhig social events of the season. The
hall decorations were  pronounced
among the finest ever seen in Marah-i
field. Festoons of Cedar were strung |
from the center of the hall to each
corner alternating with red crepe 1:
paper. The balcony was decorated
with Oregon grape made in the form |
of rosettes, while under the balcony[
was a profusion of huckleberry inter-
laced with red crepe paper. A-mul- |
titude of red hearts of various sizes
hung from the ceiling, as {f defying
Cupid, while hundreds of others
were fastened to the wall, making a‘
most pleasing effect. Cozy corners
were provided for those not engaged
in dancing. The committee having
this ma:ter in hand spent Wednes-
day, Thursday and Saturday in ar-
ranging the decorations. A beautiful
arch of huckleberry and grape being
erected In one corner where delicious

fruit punch was served during the
evening.
Hattle Nicholls and Fred

Nelson. l
Mesars. Geo. Goodrum, Chester Wol- |
cott, Geo. and Albert Seelig, Thayer |
Grimes, Harry McIntosh, Wm, Sleep, |

|
{Frank Smith, Wm, Hennesser@Geo. |

Dunaning, Willlam Kohn, C. R. 1|
Magneson, Geo. Dindinger, Joe |
Schooley, R. C. Conro, John Burnett,
Ed. Johnson, Ed. Archer, Wm. Cla-
rey, J. Cowan, G. F. Dillon, Ben Gar-
rett, J. Gray, Oscar Gulovson, Geo.
Gulovson, W. J. l:m'ow. E. L. Mur-

‘|Harvey, Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Avery,
i {Mr. and Mrs. Hayves, Misses Clara

"1Chapman, Nina Lyon, Ellen Johnson,
‘| Edith and Selma Holm, Jennie Eick-

{Martha Burnett, Miss Torrey, Nelile
'|McIntosch, Minnie Harkensee, Alda
'|Cannon, Madge
‘| Coke, Bessie Elye, Elizabeth
' | Blanche Mills, Laura Erickson, Hilda

‘| Grilles, Wilda Hall, Beatrice Smlth.1
‘|Laura Escott, Edna Weider, Eunice
‘{Nicholls, Mesdames J. W,

The Coos Bay Orchestra furnished |
special music for the occasion.

Among the invited guests of the
club were the following:

J. B. Tower, C. F. McKnight, Lee
Bethel, M. D. Poyntz, Mrs. M. D.
Poyntz, Mrs. C. W. Tower, Miss Nel-
lie Tower, Mr. and Mrs. Simeruai, |
Sam Marsden, Wallie Seymour, E.
Barry, H, E. Quist and Robert Ek-
blad.

Among the club members present
were:

Mr. and Mrs. Geo. N. Farrin, Mr.
and Mrs. B. F. Willey, Mr, and Mrs.
L. D, Pettyjohn, Mr. and Mrs. T. S,

Myren, Lillian Hall, Ada and Delia

worth, Anna Johannson, Nellle and

Mildred
Cox,

Savage,

and Hannah Larson, Nettie Savage,
Helen Simpson, Spence Wilson, Mary

Butler,

ar_ v

TVasala WlTahalla wcal3 ™o

nahan, Robt. ‘Pinegor, Earl Savage,
Gregory Canty, S. W. Bernitt, J.
Millet, F, M. Painter, Wm, Longstaff,
L. Al Liljeqvist and Joseph Leyland.
| The next dance will be given ovu
| Wednesday, February 24. Members
dcgiring to bring a friend can do so
by procuring a guest card from the
secretary, Mrs. L. D. Pettyjohn.




The E. A, Eickworth home in
South Marshfield was the scene of
one of the most ostentations chris-
tenings last Sunday that has marked
any similar event on Coos Bay. The
house had been artistically decorat-
ed in rhododendrons and huckleber-
ry for the event, The christening
ceremonies were conducted by the
Rev. B, F. Bengtson, pastor of the
Lutheran church and those chris-
tened were: Blanche  Elizabeth
Eickworth, William Lorance Eick-
worth, Merle Augusta Eickworth,
William Antoni Johannesen and Vera
Loletia Albrecht., A sumptuous din-
ner was zerved imnodiately after
the ceremonies and which was fol-
lowed by a delicious lunch later, in
the afternoon, There were twenty
guests, among them being: Mr. and
Mrs. Carl Albrecht, Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Johannesen, Miss Marle
hannesen, Mrs, Wm. Klahm, Mrs, E.
W. Bennett, Miss Nellle and Martha

Jo- | B

"' Bernitt, Sidney Bernitt,

' | Harkensee,

Mrs. Geb-
‘|hard:, Mr. R. Gebhardt, Mrs. H.
Miss Minnie tlarkensee

and Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Eickworth

. T e T oy

' pesides the immediate members of

the E. A. Elckworth household.

Christening party - “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 8 May 1909 p 8
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A whist party was given at the |
home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bowron |t
at 715 South  Broadway, Friday |
evening in honor of the eighteenth ;’]
|bifthday of their daughtet,  Miss ¥
Cora Bowron. The Bowron home |G
was beautifully decorated in cedar, 1"
| fern and rhododendrons. Those pres- |8
;f'nl wore: 'l

Nina Hughes, Lena Hughes, .\!ar~.
| garette Johnson, Mary Grills, .\hlr-l!a
|tha, Bernitt, Hattie Ferrey, Maude "n
|Bowron, Minnie Harkansee, Cora Ly

Bowron, James Cowan, Jack Clary, |*
i?.pe Fuller, Ellsworth, (‘ﬂr]omn.l
| Robert Dillard, J:v Doyle, Earl Mur- |
:nnhzm. Sidney Bernitt, Gregory |

| Canty, George Gulovson and Oscar
Gulovson,

|
e evening was snenl at ecards,’
Th ing | at ecard

the first honors being carried off by

|James Cowan and  Miss .\linnie:’
Harkensee while the consolation |
!prizes went to Jay Doyle and Maude |
lBove'ron. .

Whist party — “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 29 May 1909 p 8

[ S S R S e xS Y

Take Examinations—Sidney Ber-
nitt today took the civil service ex-
amination for carrier. Mrs. E. M.
Eddy took the examination for clerk.

Postal civil service exam — “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 24 Feb 1912p 5
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SIDNEY BERNITT left yesterday
for Southern California where he
will spend the winter.

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 23 Oct 1909 p 5

SIDNEY BERNITT, who was call=ad
here by the death of his mother,
Mrs. E. W. Bernitt, left this morn-
ing to resume his position in the

_+ postoffige at Glnbe. Ariz.

o . T O TS S U A

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Wednesday 21Jun1916p 3

’ — T . ww W W v g e w—

) Try Forestry Service
1 Will Curtis son of W, B. Curtis

‘| of Marshfield and Sidney Bernitt left
Marshfield this morning to enter an
lengineering division in the forestry
Iservice. If accepted, they will be
sent to Washington, D. C., en roate |
to France. Mr, Curtis has been em- |
ployed in the Marshfield Hardwere
Co., for several years and has spent '
most of his life in the city. Sidney |
Bernitt is also well known. He has
been employed in the Marshfield’
post office.
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'lootct'tlnumvn'lmu
the morning, and others who sign
this afternoon may also go out to-

2 excerpts - “Coos Bay (OR) World” Tuesday 11 Dec 1917 p 1
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MANY FROM OREGON ON
TUSCANIA, IS REPORT

(Continued from Page One)

- Seven From Coos in Regiment

Marshtield, Or., Feb. 7.—Seven Coos
Bay boys are vlt\tho Twentieth en-
gineers. Will Durrant is first sergeant
Lo!commyl" Sixth battalion. He is
a native of this county. In the same
company are: W. G. Robertson, who
was president of the Portland, Coos Bay
& Eugene Land company, who opened
+tho townsite opposite Marshfeld ; H. A.
Elton, who lives near Marshfield; wn-
liam Bell and a young man named
Johnson. Also in the regiment are Sid-
ney Bernitt and Will Curtis. Both were
emplwodlntholocdmt!ioo. Curtis
is & son of W. B. Curtis, who for years
was postmaster here. Bernitt is a son
of Captain Bernitt, a boat operator. -

“Oregon DailyJournai” (Portlan‘dAOR) Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 7
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“Eugehe (OR) Guard” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/97359566/

In the Twentioth Engincers, the |,
division on board the Tuscania, were
many former Coos Bay mea. As
pear as could bo ascerzained, they
were as follows: i

Wm. Curtis, son of Mr. and Mrs,
W. B. Curtls, of Elrod Avenue,
Marshficid, |

Sidney Bernitt, formerly in Mareh- |
field post offico and son of E. W, Ber- |,

1
|
|

aitt, of Pino Street.
W. G. Robertson, of the Portland

and Bugene Land Co., Cooston,

List continues - “Coos Bay (OR) World” Wednesday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/525022229/
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AMRRATYTND W ATV ITAWE AAaTaTs '

Sidney Bernitt enlisted only a few
months ago, resigning at the post-
office in order to go to the front, He
left at the same time that Leo Me-
Lain left to enter the U, S. Navy.
Bernitt's brother is also in the ser-
vice, being a mechanic in the navy
department.

Bernitt and Curtis were in Com-
pany D of the Sixth Battalion, 20th
Engineers. Robertson and Durand
were in Co, F,

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 2 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/525022232/

vv—"

Other Missing Troopers
On this basis other Oregon men still
unaceounted for include: |

Peter A. Agren, Jewell,

Harry G. Bates, Baker,

Siduey W, Bernitt, Marshfield.
< George N. Bjork, Bt. Helens,

[| Verner G. Branland, Colton,
1| Edwin J, Burgess, Noti,
i| Huallie M. Hoselton, Coburg,

Hand M. Erickson, seaverton,

Elmer H, Houston, Held,

Carl V. Jacobson, Elk City ,

Gus Johnson, Reedspore.

Clarence A. Knott, Rainier,

John A, Laakke, Astoria,

Walter T, Larson, Warren,

Bulger Theodore 18, Lewton, Forest
Grove,

George Montray, Grandview,

Henry C. Murphy, Wallows,

Riley ¥, Murray,

Wilber 8. Nutt, Valloy.
| Edward P. Parker, Grants Pass,
James L, Pierco, Greswell, \
Roy B, Powelson, Mill City,

Joe R. Redficld, Glendale,
Archie D, Roborts, Salem,
Lester L, Smith, Galice.

Elvin 0. Stevens, Sprlugﬂeld.

pim—

.
A M M AP Ak s bs ke as s B A 4 s s as Ae as

Percy A. Stephens, Bend. 1
Corporal Terry Tuttle, Elgin, b
Curtia W, Wilson, Salem, t

W css Musnncdacin Bl

“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1
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LR R R-R-5-5-B-2:B-F-F ' BB
% NO NEWS YET
OF SIDNEY BERNITT
No mnews whatever has
been raceived concerning
Sidney Bernitt of the 20th
Engineers on board the Tus-
cania. Relatives here have
been expecting a telegram
from the War Department
almost any time,
BRI ER

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1

BRI U

2RI ENN

—

. l

WASIIINGTON, Feb. 21.—Two
names were added -to the roll of
known Tuscania dead by a dispatch
tonight to the war department. They
are Sidney W. Bernitt, Marshfield,
Or,, and Eugene W. Snyder, Rimrock,
Wash. Both had been listed hereto-
fore among the unreported of the
American soldiers on board the trans-
port when she was torpedoed,

®
“Roseburg (OR) News-Review” Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 2
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| Marshfield to Pay
| Honor to Hero Dead

Marshfield, Or., Feb. 23 —As a trib-
ute to Sidney Bernitt, who was lost on
the Tuscania, Alden HBessey and Ray
Tibbetts, who dled In training camps,
| and Allen Mercer. a victim of pneumo-
r{nia In France, flags will fly at half-
I | mast here Sunday morning by request
i | of the parents having sons In the army, ,
navy and marines organization. This
{8 the complete list of Coos Bav dead
.4 in war service to date.

“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 24 Feb 1918 p 14

Will Curtis, son of W. B. Curtis

'of Marshfield, is one of the 20th

Engineers, A telegram which ar-
rived last night said that he once
more had U. 8. soil under his feet
and was headed for Camp Merritt.
He has applied for his discharge in

|the east in order to visit his fath-

er's family in Michigan, but whether
'he will be successful or not is still
!uncertaln. '

Will Curtis was one of the few
Coos Bay men on the Tuscania and
was an intimate friend of Sidney
'Bemltt, the Marshfield boy who
4‘ met his death in the disaster.
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Thursday 29 May 1919 p 1

Bodies of Five of

Portland Soldier
Dead Due on Friday

The bodies of six overseas soldiers are
scheduled to arrive In Portland on the 3

o'clogk train Friday afternoon, accord-
Jng to lnformuq; given to Major Frank
P. Tingley, depot quartermaster. All
served with the Twentieth engineers.
Five of the soldiers lived in Oregon, The
bodies are those of Theodore E. Lew-
ton of Portland, John A. Laakko of As-
toria, Sidney W. Bernitt of Marshfield,
E. A. Houston of Prineville, Willlam F.
Morin, 897 Gantenbein avenue, Portland,
and W. Matthews of Bellingham, Wash.
Funeral arrangements have not been an-
nounced,

“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Wednesday 20 Oct 1920 p 11 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/77158191/
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\Bodies of 5 Oregon

Heroes Near Flome

Portland, Or,, Oct, 21,—The¢ bodies
of six war heroes who gave their lives
in France will arrive in Portland Fri-
day afternoon, uaccording to Maj.
Frank P. Tingley, depot quartermast-
er. They were members of the 20th
engineers and all lived in Oregon save
one, The-bodies are those of Private
John A. Laakko, Astoria; Private Sid-
ney W. Bernitt, Marshfield; Private
V. Matthews, Bellingham, Wash.;
Private E. A. Houston, Prineville;
Private William F. Morin, Tigard;
and Private Theodore E, Lewton,
Portland.

“Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald” Thursday 21 Oct 1920 p 3
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Bodies of Heroes
WAnqunhy(

PORTILAND, Oct. 20.—The bod-
ies of six war heroes who amve1
their lives in France will arrive in |
Portland Friday alternoon, ac-'
cording to Maj. Frank P. Ting-/
ley, depot quartermaster. 'l'hey
were members of the 20th engi-
neers and all lived in Oregon save
ope. The bodies are those of
Private John A. Laakko. AQtoria;
Private Sidney W. Bernitt, Marsh- |
field: Private W. Matthews, Bel-
lingham, Wash.; Private E. A.
Houston, Prineville; Private Wil-
liam F. Morin, Tigard; and Pri-
vate Theodore E. Lewton, Port’

Tand. 1
“Salem (OR Statesman Journal” Thursday 21 Oct1920p 1 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/79614674/
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Tuscania Vietim's
Body Received at
Marshfield Home

Marshfield, Or., Oct. 23.—The body of
Sidney Bernitt, Marshfield boy. brought

' from overseas, arrived here Friday

morning, accompanied by his brother,
Willilam Bernitt of Portland, and Private
J. J. Dahlman of the Thirty-second in-
fantry, as escort. A public funeral will
be held by the American Leglon post,
and burial will be here.

Bernitt was the son of Captain Bernitt,
and was employed In the Marshfield
postoffice when he secured leave to en-
ter the army. He was with the troops
on the Tuscania and was drowned when
the veasel was torpedoed. Although sev-
eral from Coos county were aboard, Ber-
nitt was the only man from this locality
lost In that disgster,

“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 12

BURIAL OF SIDNEY BERNITT

The burial of the body of Sidney
Bernitt which was brought fro
erseas will take place tomorrow af-
ternoon at 2:30 o’clock. Pallbear-
ers and escort will be from among
the members of the American Le-
glon. As many of the members as
possible are requested to appear in
uniform at the Wilson chapel at that
hour. ' :

The burial will be at Sunset ceme- ;
tery and there will be a committal y
gervice at the grave conducted br|
Rev. J. Claud Black.

S W Y 5 .~
M s A R B
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“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 1

at 2

NOTICE

All members of Coos Bay Post No,’

Seventeen American Legion and for-

mer service men are requesied to be

at the Wilson Undertaking Parlors

30 Sunday afternoon to attend
the funeral of Sidney Bernitt,

MAY BUILD MAILL
N NEAR nmm[

W. G. ROBERTSON AND WM,
COOPER LOOK mxnom

W. G. Robertson of the Portland,
Eugene, Coos Bay Townsite Co. and
Wm, Cooper of Chehalls, Wash.,
left for the north last evening after
spending a few days here inspecting
sites for a small lamber mill which

. they are piguring on building when

conditions In the lumber market
warrant. é .

Mr. Cooper is an efficiency ex-
pert for about a dozen different
mills in Washington and is greatly
interested in the lumber prospects

«/In this section.

4 R s i P i

\J

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 12

llr ﬂoﬁerﬁon's company has

11,3006 feet of waterfront just south
jof the Kruse & Banks shipyard
/which will probably

be the site
chosen as it will- afford rail and

|water shipping advantages. How-

ever this remains to be determined
later,

Mr. Cooper served with Mr.
Robertson in the U, S. Engineers
during the war and was on the
Tuscania when she was torpedoed
and sunk. Sidney Bernitt of

Marshfield was one of the victims

of the disaster. They recently re-
ceived the official government re-
port of the disaster which shows
that 357 lives were lost on the Tus-
cania although at the time it was
thought that only about 200 were
lost,

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 2 Jul 1921 p 1
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The Marshfield lodge of Eiks
hold their annual “Lodge of Sor-
'm" at the Elks Temple last even-
ing, paylng tribute to the departed
memboers. The memorial serviee
was well attended by members and
others.

During the past year, only three
feaths of members have occurred,
They were Chas. B. Baxter, of Co-
quille; Nels Rasmussen, of Bandon. v
and W. J. Pellows of North Bend,
who died a fow days ago.

Tho exercises were under the
direction of Exalted Ruler A. L.
Martin and the other officers. The
program was arranged by Herhert
A. Busternd, Robert C. Dillard and
i.lnum\ T. Brand, 2 d

Solom by Miss Woodrff and
Mrs. H. A. Rusternd were especially C
'fine. Special musieal numbers were |0

| The memorial addross was dellv- ¥
ered by Principal M. 8 Taylor of h
the Marshfield high school. Tt was'
one of the bhest ever delivered bo-'
fore the local lodge. b
The eulogy was delivered by C. F.
MeKnight of Marshfield lodge who
had a personal acquaintance with
practically every deceased member
of the lodge. It was an exceptional.
Iy well paid tribute, !

Had been member of the Elks lodge — “Coos Bay (OR) World” Monday 4 Dec 1922 p 6

rendered by the Elks orchestra. h

List of Dead
The deceased members of Marsh-

field lodge are:

C. C. Taggart, Sept. 11, 1915,
W. 8. Turpen, Nov. 21, 1915,
J. W. Bennett, Sept. 14, 1916,
J. A. Hunt, Sept. 30, 1916,

S. W. Bernitt, Feb, 5, 1918,

A. R. Rackleff, April 3, 1918,
Frank Grant, Oct. 18, 1918,

P. J. Sheechan, Jan. 17, 1919,

T. M. Neilson, Jan. 24, 1919.
W. P. Murphy, April 5, 1919,

G. W. Chambers, June 26, 1919,
H. M. Breckon, Oct. 20, 1920,

A. E. Diment, Feh, 20, 1921,

J. A., Blatt, August 18, 1921,

C. W. Sprague, Sept. 27, 1921,

R. H. Resa, Nov, 8, 1921,

Chas, E. Baxter, Jan, 29, 1922.
Nels Rasmussen, March 15, 1922,
‘W. J. Fellows, Nov. 29, 1922,
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LIS HAVE VR
| T MEMBERS:

b| The Marshfleld Lodge No. 1160, ™
d  Benevolent and Protective Order
I-lof ElX.- has enjoyed a steady; *
- growth until” e memberse.p i8S
it ‘now over, seven hundred. The t
allodge has recelved statewide .
12 lrecognition for its many activi-|*-
re tles.

%!

m!

=]

!

The Elks always take an active ! ,
part in civic afairs, supporting! .
the community chest, the Boy G
\n |Scouts and other activities ot a | -
¢-|Public nature. The lodge rooms 1
yy |have been” the regular meeting -
f-(Dlace of muny women's civie V
so bodies. The "Old Ironsides' -
in Week wus again recognized by s
y, the Elks' lodge, which incident- s
g- ally was the only lodge in the p
at State to observe it this year.'y.

Willlam Nosler of Coquille was g
ye @warded the scholarship of $100 |
ps for outstanding work in school |§
fl1 by the lodge this year. Persons |}
uv (Seeking naturalization are appro-|¢
t Driately greeted by a lodge ¢°m°i|"
;l,|mlt'!ee upon completing the test.'(-

Meetings of the lodge are held 4
every Wednesday evening,

This year the Antlers club ,
lwas formed, composed of junior ! f
|Elks and has so far proven very |p
(successful, being sponsored by |3
‘{the Blks' lodge,

by

Te

levery two weeks when & dance

& |memorial program was arranged.

_|C. C. Taggart.....Sept, 11, 1915

kY W. A, Toye..,...Aug. 15,,1923

TR TUT RO,
This year the Eliis' lodge h_nl:

begun to “hold a social evening

is given in their ball room, The
programs arranged for each
meeting were highly successful,

The annual memorial serviees
were held this December at the
Temple at which time a beautiful

The following is the list of
those for whom the services were
held:

W. 8. Turpin.....Nov. 21,
J. W. Bennett..,Sept. 14,
J. A, Hunt.......Sept, 30,
8, W. Bernitt.....Feb, 6,
A. R. Rackleff. ... April 3,
Frank Grant......Oct. 18,
P. J. Sheehan, .., Jan. 17,
T. M. Neilson.....Jan, 24.
W. P, Murphy....April 16,
G, W, Chambers, . .June 26,
H. M. Breckon....Oct, 20,
A. E, Diment.....Febh. 20,
J. A. Blatt.......Aug. 18,
C. W. Sprague,,.Sept, 27,
H. A. Rosa........Nov. 8,
Chas, E. Baxter...Jan, 29, 1922 ;
Nels Rasmussen,, Mar. 15, 1922
W. J. Fellows..,.Nov, 27, 1922,
Julius Larson....Mar, 26, 1923
J. G. Ekblad...,.Aug, 12, 1923

1915
1916
1916
1918 1
1918 ¢
1918
1919
1919I|
1919y
1919 ¢
1920 ¢
1921 ‘¢
1921 ¢
1051 v

1923 ¢

Elmer Carlson,....Oct, 15, 1923
J. B, Rust,,..,...Oct, 28, 1923
Roay Bowron...,.,Mar. 16, 1925
A. §. Hammond. , . Mar, 26, 1m|

lg Theo. Bradley.....July 13, 1925

Pdwin A ™ilacaae Mews » anas

FUDU, DIGUIBY . . o od ULy LS,
Edwin A, Ellingson Sept. 7,
Frank A, Laise...Oct. 15,
ll’V'nl Htm“' o.-u’ron"l
E. H. Mende. ....,Aprll 2,
Alfred Miller. ... .May 24,
Ralph Cameron....July 4, 1926
T. B, James,.....Sept. 22, 1926
Officers of the

Exalted Ruler—J. W. Flan-
.m:

Esteemed Leading Knight—W.
H, Ferguson.

Esteemed Loyal Knight—W, E.
Coleman.
Esteemed Lecturing Knight—
C. P, Kibler,

1930
1925
1925
1926
1926
1926

Sicrowy—.!l A. Busterud.

Y

) “Co0s Bay (OR) World” Monday 20 Dec 1926 p 59
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The misspelled VFW Postin Coos E;ay OR - BURNETT instead of BERNITT - “Coos Bay (OR)

World” Friday 13 Jan 1933 p 1
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OR death certificate - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/309477:616757tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryld=d5cf293f-fe5f-
45ee-942b-a6e172399fad& phsrc=cPx7969&_ phstart=successSource



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/309477:61675?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=d5cf293f-fe5f-45ee-942b-a6e172399fad&_phsrc=cPx7969&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/309477:61675?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=d5cf293f-fe5f-45ee-942b-a6e172399fad&_phsrc=cPx7969&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/309477:61675?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=d5cf293f-fe5f-45ee-942b-a6e172399fad&_phsrc=cPx7969&_phstart=successSource
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b

AFFIAM 0D CASE

JUDGMENT OF BERNITT AND
WITTIG IN CASE SUSTAINED

)

@

U. 8. Circuit Court of Appeals Al-
lows Coos Bay Man $4,000 from

-

e

¥ C. A. Smith Co.

*|  Word was received here toduv
‘:ithst the U. S. Circuit court of Ap-

" pesls at San Francisco had affirmed
& the decison of Judge Wolverton in
© the U. S. District court in the case
of E. W. Bernitt and Victor Wittig
of Marshfield and North Bend; re-
gpectively, vs. the C. A. Smith Co.
The judgment allowed them am-
ounts to about $4,000.

' Bernitt and Wittig sued for mon-
oy due them for an interest and
services in the Coos River boom.
Their claim was based on an old ar-
rangement with the .E. B. Dean Co.
and the Simpson Company prior to

m—

Y PO ITS D WY

W RSB

pany fought their claim.

e wwd Tahn ¥ Hall

B

'the C. A. Smith Co, taking over the
Dean holdings. The Smith Com-

sa
of

dc
By |
ba
&e
wl
K]

0‘-
Y
tu

B

of 'pll) R - e aten

W. U. Douglas and John F. Hall
appeared for the plaintiffs, The sult
mmmamumnnam'
transferred to the Court of Appeals
where Judge Wolverton gave the
plaintiffs a judgment. It has beea
hanging fire on the appeal for near-

Iy two years.
The costs, which amount to con-

| siderable, fall on the C. A, Smita

Company.

- Py

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Thursday 7 Dec 1916 p 1
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FILED FOR PROBATE

W. C. BERNITT AND MISS MAR-
THA TO HANDLE ESTATE

| Valuation Estimated At $10,000—
Personal Effects To Girls And
Balance Divided

The last will and testament of the
late E. W. Bernitt has been filed
,for probate and W. C. Bernitt, a
lson, and Miss Martha Bernitt, a
daughter, have been named as ox-
ecutor ands executrix of it.

The value of the estate is estl-
mated at $10,000, mostly in Cous
IBny property.

To Miss Martha Bernitt, he be-
queaths $350 in cash and the Lud-
wig piano.

To Mrs. Nellie Kolm and DMiss
| Martha Bernitt he bequeaths the
household personal effects share
and share allke.

E W, BERNITTWILL

1 children, Willie Carl Bernitt, Jonn

The residue of the estate Is di-|
vided equally between all four

A. Bernitt, Mrs. Nellie Kolm and
Miss Martha Bernitt,

Mr, Bernitt was one of Coos Bay's
best known pioneer raftsmen and,;
lcmzens and was drowned a few
| weeks ago in Isthmus inlet.

“Coos Bay (OR) Wor[él” Saturday 6 Sep 1919p 1

: Johxi' F, Hall has filed a petition
for the administration of the estate
of Edward W. Bernitt, of the Bay!

' section, who leaves $58,000

‘ostate and §$2,000
‘erty. The heirs

in reaf!,
in personal pran-
are Willie Carl

Hernitt and Nellie Frieda Kalm, ot
l"ortland; John August Bernitt, of,
Seattle; and Maritha M. Berniti, of

Marshfield.

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Tuesday 9 Sép 191 9Ap 4
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OFF
i LFTED ANCHOR

———ln Tuscania
. Other

Swinging at Anchor
wedt wp to the rock bun-
micaded and came hack
wied that Bernitt had not 8% Last On Tuscania
but that the tide had ! i survived by two!
s eraft around, Knut- ¥ Martha Bernitt. who
stopped and sought ¢ Panamy millinery, and
fhen went to Delmar and Kolm of Portlana. and
b G Perham and A, B. Gid-
My hunt, suspecting that!
¥ omething wrong, '
§ d'ddock this morning the |

I

Several years ago. A

o B W, Bernitt, a res- v drowned when the |

for MARY years, fond the body in shallow | L Wk off the coast of |
ﬂm pst known cltizens | A log boom, entangled in 4
‘hﬂ in Isthmus Inlet Aempis were made 10 resus- L. smvs g K2h bm m

Bernitt, but when it was|

t § o'clock this
L about % o'¢ | it this would be futile.!

B had evidently fallen
drowned.
mrMItt with his| Good Swimmer
wet gp Isthmus inlet to Bt was about 65 years of
Jesters towing a scowload ¥ an expert swimmer and
the quarry. He started 1 good health, Under "r‘“'t
'b}lkit. and at about ¥
gl (he launch Koos, run
fagtson, which was going
towing a scow of rock. !
pulled up to the shore
fo Jet the eraft with

. When Captain |
I“'l:“:lm Mr. Bernitt vorked argund the water!

lte, having e
ide the cabin of the! g g been emploved
- ! ®1 nftianan,

her: Mg, Emma |
land, who formerly |

Mess, and Cary ey
Mrs, Henry Ploe-
L anothep sister,
ago,
Expected Hero
i d‘um@r In Port-
in tomorrow by
has been sent
'Ou!ion in Wash-
% The funeral
Wke place Saturday

od for this reason it <!
Bt be must have suffered |
Mtack of faintness or heart |
Wi cansed him 10 tumble |
e when he leaned over |
9 the anchor,

—

Wi Bernitt, who s n',
4 John fn Seattle, Mrs,

e but i now under!

i
1

oril

4
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Bere 42 Yoqrs
Ly

R the United g4,

" Coos Ry,
fatire life,
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v omplained at
by | troubje which
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18 whicy causeq
7 Waz reg
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May 25th, 1856
es about '
HQ time directly '

where '
em-
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Nn:m that time, |
of Heart

' Miss

Wwrted
24

with the sad news today. Mr. Ber-‘
nitt was known and liked and re-!
spected by everyone who knew him
and his sudden passing is an occa-
slon for much sorrow

He was a member of the L. O. O.|

A Oty wern
5 2 ¥ Wery "h"‘kl'd‘fnr' lo“‘..‘-‘ L!(f.'..!“-" AT Y

Obituary of Edward William Bernitt in the “Coos Bay (OR) World” Thursday 28 Aug 1919 p 1
—died of a heart attack, fell out of boat — transcribed below

Mother:
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RS. BERNITT DIES

| .
C WELL KNOWN WOMAN PASSES
AWAY EARLY THIS MORNING

Had Lived Here Since 1882—Hus-
| K o

) band and Five Children Mourn
Her Departure

Mrs, Eliza Bernitt, aged 60 years
i pioneer of Coos Bay, died about
three o'clock this morning at the
Family home, 372 First street north,
| alter an illness of several months.

Bright's disease was the direct causel
| of lher death,

The deceased leaves a hushand, E.:
W. Bernitt, and five children, They
are Mrs. Nellie Kolm, of this city:
William ¢, Bernitt Portland: John
Bornitt, Cashmere, Washington; Sid-
nev Bernitt, Globe, Ariz., and Miss
Martha Bernitt, of this city,

On January 20, 1856, Mrs Bernitt
was born at Holstein, Germany, Iu
I8N0 she came to New York agnd two

vears later, having avquaintances on
Coos Bay, came to Marshfield. A
vear luter she was marrvied to Mr.
Bernitt,

MTha ahilildvan wha w auae havea

The children who are away have

| beon  (elegraphed. XNo feneral ar-
rangements can be made until word
has been received from them all.

Obituary of “Eliza” Barnitt — “Coos Bay (OR) World” Monday 21 Jun 1916 p 3
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice 1s hereby given that t& ’:‘
lundersigned has been duly and Te-
| gelly appointed executor of the
estate of Bliese Margaretha cu.i-a-
{line Bernitt, deceased. A

Now, therefore, all . persons hﬂ-
ling claims against said estate are
hereby notified to present the same
| to the undersigned at the office of
|John F. Hall, Marshfield, Coos
| County, Oregon within six months
| from the date hereof, with proper
| vouchers duly verified as by l'ﬂ L7

AR
-~ Lo

| required. " ;
Dated this 18th day of Juwy,
11916, L |
EDWARD W. BERNIPT
| Executor of the Estate of Eliese ‘-Q?é
| Margarethg Caroline DBernitt, de- 3

| ceased.
“Coos Bay (OR) World” Tuesday 18 Jul ;I91 6 p

o

MES! BERNITT'S FUNERAL
Plans for the funeral of Mrs. E. {

R

- W. Bernitt have not been defini
arranged but it is expected that

will be held Sunday. Wil Bernitt
has arrived from Portland, John Ber-
nitt s diie today ‘m

*“W*mww

“...

o -

Sidney comes from AZ for h|s mother s funeral “Coos Bay (OR) World” Wednesday 14 Jun
1916p 4

S

T

SR L




35

|
MRS, BERNITT'S FUNERAL |

'.\\’i‘lj he Held Sunday Afternoon at
Two O'Clock '

The funeral of Mrs. E. W. Bernitt
,' will’ be held Sunday afternoon at 2
, o'clock from the Wilson Chapel, Rev.
g S Stubblefizld officiating. The
Iﬁebekal_i Lodze will conduct the cer-
_emonies at the cemetery. |
Will and Jobn Bernitt, sonf of the
deceased, have .)’.ﬂ‘ved' from the
- son, will arrive tomorrow from Globe,

e & TP s -
a2 S Vi 2D e SRR e R

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Friday 16 Jun 1916 p 1-

Funerall Held.—The funeral of Mrs.
1. W. Bernitt yesterday from the
Wilson chapel was largely attended.
There was an unusually large number
of beautiful floral offerings. Rev. " 3
g, Stubblefield officiated while at the
grave the Rebekahs held service. The
pall bearers were A. Hagemeister,
wm. Ruck, Israel Landon, I'red Grin-
olds, Hetrbert Phillips and Max Fier-
tag. : :

“Coos Bay (OR) World” Monday 19 Jun 1916 p 3
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Eliza Margarette Bernitt
in the Oregon, U.5., Death Index, 1898-2008

Name

Dieath Date

Dieath Place

Certificate

Eliza Margarette Bemitt
12 Jun 1918
Coos

24

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4445:5254?tid=62936386&pid=42388110337&queryld=8d728b56-f5f2-4ad4-

90dc-90ddad481e15b& phsrc=cPx7977&_ phstart=successSource

Elise Hilmers

in the Hamburg Passenger Lists, 1850-1934

Name

Gender
Departure Age
Birth Date
Residence Place
Departure Date
Departure Place
Destination
Arrpval Place
Ship Mame
Captain
Shipping Clerk
Shipping Line
Ship Type

Ship Flag
Accommodation

Valurme

Elise Hilmers

wieiblich (Female)

25

abt 1858

Maustadt, Preulan

14 Mlai 1881 (14 May 16E1)
Hamburg, Deutschland (Gemnany)
Mew York

Lendon (MNew York via London)
Poartiz

Schiler

Louis Scharlach & Co.

A Kirsten, Hamburg
Dampischiff

Deutschiznd

ohne Angabe

73T LVIIE Band 0432

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4597963:1068


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4445:5254?tid=62936386&pid=42388110337&queryId=8d728b56-f5f2-4ad4-90dc-90dda481e15b&_phsrc=cPx7977&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4445:5254?tid=62936386&pid=42388110337&queryId=8d728b56-f5f2-4ad4-90dc-90dda481e15b&_phsrc=cPx7977&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4445:5254?tid=62936386&pid=42388110337&queryId=8d728b56-f5f2-4ad4-90dc-90dda481e15b&_phsrc=cPx7977&_phstart=successSource
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Siblings:

KOLM, Mellie F., in Seattle, Sept. 12,
1969, loving wife .of the late William L.
Koim; beloved mother of Leland Kolm
of San Francisco, Roger Kolm of Beth-
leham, Pa., and Lorine Hanna of Salt
Lake City, Utah; dear sister of Jack
Bernitt of Chashmere, Wash.; also sur-
vived by eight randcmldrcn. A native
of Marshfield, Oregon; aged 85 vears.

Funeral services Tuesday, Sept. 16, at
11 a.m. at the ELLIS-OLSON MORTU-
ARY, 727 San Pablo Ave. Albanv Ad-.
ﬁcem parking. : ‘ d 3

Sister Nellie Freda Bernitt Kolm (1883-1969) — published in the “Oakland (CA) Tribune”
Monday 15 Sep 1969 p 20 - Find A Grave 209303679
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OR birth of Nellie - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15014158:61676
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Nellie F. Kolm

Funeral services for Nellie F
Kolm, a former 30-year resident
of Albany, will be held thi
morning at 11 from the Drawin
Room Chapel of the Ellis-Olso
Mortuary, 727 San Pablo Ave.
Albany. Rev. Rowland Hills o
Trinity Episcopal Church o
Oakland will officiate.

A native of Marshfield, Ore.
Mrs. Kolm, 85, died last Frida
in Seattle, Wash.

Survivors include her tw
sons, Leland Kolm, San Fran
cisco, and Roger Kolm
Bethlehem, Penn.; her daughter
Lorine Hanna, Seattle, Wash.;
brother, Jack Bennett
Cashmere, Wash.; and eigh
grandchildren.

—

Obituary of Nellie Bernitt Kolm — “Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Tuesday 16 Sep 1967 p 12
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~

Died — Word has been received
from Seattle of the death there of
willlam C. Bernitt a former resi-
dent of the bay area. He was &
brother of Mrs. Martha Gurnea,
also a former bhay resident, now liv-
|ing at Corvallis. Funeral arrange-
ments have been pending due 0]
the illness of his wife, who has|
pneumonia. ]

Brother William Carl Bernitt (1885-1951) — “Coos Bay (OR) World” Saturday 10 Nov 1951 p
3

Sk B . Beud

M. AZIASRARTE N,

|
Jack Bernitt Home - Jack Bernittgl
i

!nrrl\ ed home yesterday to visit at
»the home of his father, E. W, Ber-
nitt, and with other relatives on the
Bay. He has just been mustered out
)| of the U. S. air service, having serv-
y,ed in France as an aviation me-
» chanic.

Brother John August (Jack) Bernitt (1888-1970) — “Coos Bay (OR) World” Friday 27 Jun 1919
p3
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Left: John Augus Bernit’s-obituary — “Cashmere (CA) Valley Record” Thursday 23 Apr 1970

p 2 and right: estate Thursday 2 Jul1970 p 4
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Sister Martha Margaretha Bernitt Gurnea (1890-1955) -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/15073936:616767tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryld=9b20983f-

d284-4867-b175-0bbfb9070784& phsrc=cPx7974& phstart=successSource



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15073936:61676?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=9b20983f-d284-4867-b175-0bbfb9070784&_phsrc=cPx7974&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15073936:61676?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=9b20983f-d284-4867-b175-0bbfb9070784&_phsrc=cPx7974&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15073936:61676?tid=62936386&pid=42388094962&queryId=9b20983f-d284-4867-b175-0bbfb9070784&_phsrc=cPx7974&_phstart=successSource
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(Gurnea Service Set
|In Coos Bay Monday

| Funeral services for Martha M.
Gurnea, who passed away Thurs-
day night, will be held at

Episcopal church in Coos Bay

day at 1:30 p.m. under the diret
tion of the DeMoss-Durdan funeral
home,

The daughter of William Edward
and Elise Bernitt, she was born on
December 13, 1890, at Coos
where she received her early
cation,

She was married to Harvey P.
Gurnea on July 6, 1920 at Pu'tlund
The couple lived in Coos Bay until
1942 when they came to Corv.llis

. .
>y —

- —

I —— - — - — ———— —— .+ —— e

o0 make their home,
Sbewasamemberoltheéood

Samaritan church.

Survivors include her husband;
|ene brother, John Bernitt, Cash-
'mere, Wash.; one sister, Mrs. Nel-
lie Kolm, Oakhnd, Calif., and nu-

us nieces and ws. A
,  Sidney passed
away during v_lorld War L

Obituary of Martha M. Bernitt Gurnea - “Corvallis (OR) Gazette-Times” Friday 25 Feb 1955
p8

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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Name: Sidney Walter Bernitt

Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private

Serial number: US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Sidney died without a number.

Entered service from: Marshfield [now named Coos Bay], Coos OR

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Sidney W. Bernitt

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Edward W. Bernitt, 372 N. 1st. St., Marshfield OR

1=t buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 85, as Sidney W.
Bernitt

Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920

Listed on return ship as: Sidney W. Bennitt

Rank on return ship: private, Co. D, 20" Engineers

World War | draft registration (1917): as Sidney Walter Bernitt [name entered on top line as
Sydney, then the first “Y” is crossed through & “I” written over it) - b. 26 Feb 1889
Marshfield OR; res: Meade (spelling?) Rooms, Globe, Gila AZ. Single. Postal employee,
Globe Post Office. Claims exemption from draft on grounds “Yes, engaged in transmission
of mail.” Tall & slender.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlistment date not given

Discharge date not given — death date of 6 Feb 1918
Address: 372 N. 1° St., North Marshfield OR
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 26 Feb 1889 Marshfield [now named Coos Bay], Coos OR

Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave record: 104060916 - presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower
Burial location: Coos Bay, Coos OR

Cemetery: Sunset Memorial

Tombstone: “in memory of Sidney Walter who died in the sinking of the troop ship
Tuscania Feb. 6, 1918 age 29 yrs.

AGE 29 YRS.

Father: Edward William Bernitt, 25 May 1856 Neustadt, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany — 28
Aug 1919 Coos Co. OR (body found in Isthmus inlet).

Son of Friedrich Wilhelm Bernitt (1822-1846, both in Germany) & Margaretha Amalie
Lisette Frehsa (b. 1823 Germany). Obituary in “Coos Bay Times” 28 Aug 1919 p. 1, but left
margin of article is too deep in the fold to read. Can make out: his body was found in
Isthmus inlet; appeared to have fallen off his launch “Koos” and drowned. Body was found
entangled near a log boom. Expert swimmer in good health, so believed he suffered a heart
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attack while pulling up anchor. Had been seen earlier by other boatmen. Survived by 2
daughters: Martha (something to do with Panama Millinery) & Mrs. Nellie Kolm (Portland),
William & John (Seattle); one son died on Tuscania. Born Nystadt, Germany 25 May 1856,
emigrated directly to Coos Bay (but year unreadable), raftsman all that time. Recently
complained of heartissues. - “Coos Bay Times” 6 Sep 1919 p 1 - his will filed for probate,
with W.C. Bernitt & Martha executors. Valued at $10,000, mostly in Coos Bay property.
Specific bequests & rest divided among his 4 surviving children: Willie Carl, John A., Martha
& Mrs. Nellie Kolm. He was 1 of Coos Bay’s best-known pioneer raftsmen & citizens, who
drowned a few weeks ago in Isthmus inlet. - “Coos Bay Times” 9 Sep 1919 p 4 — estate of
$8,000 in real estate & $2,000 in personal property, shared by Willie Carl, Nellie Frieda
Kalm [sic], both of Portland, John August of Seattle & Martha M. of Marshfield. — Although
he was found in the water, the cause of death was angina pectoris.

Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, Coos Bay, Coos OR.

Find A Grave: 95651623

Mother: Elise Magaritha Hielmers/Hilmers/Hilmer Bernitt, 20 Jan 1866 (Find A Grave) or
1856 (1900 census & other records) Oldenburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany - 12 Jun
1916 Coos Co. OR. - Also found as Eliza Margarette and as Eliese Margaretha (on her
probate records). - “Coos Bay Times” 16 Jun 1916 p 1 — Mrs. Bernitt’s funeral will be held 18
Jun 1916. Sons Will & John have arrived from the north [Will is identified in a later story as
from Portland] and Sidney arrives tomorrow from Globe AZ where he is employed by the US
Postal Service. - “Coos Bay Times” 21 Jun 1916 p 3 - Sidney Bernitt, who was called here
by the death of his mother, Mrs. E.W. Bernitt, left this morning to resume his position in the
post office of Globe AZ. - “Coos Bay Times” 12 Jun 1916 p 6 — Eliza Bernitt, 60, pioneer of
Coso Bay, died at the family home at 372 — 1°' St. N of Bright’s disease. Survived by her
husband E.W. &5 children: Mrs. Nellie Kolm (Coos Bay), William C. (Portland), John
(Cashmere WA), Sidney (Globe AZ) & Martha (Coos Bay). Born 20 Jan 1856 Holstein,
Germany; came to NY in 1880, two years later to Marshfield OR, married 1 year later.
Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, Coos Bay, Coos OR.

Find A Grave: 95651734

Parents’ marriage: W.E. Bernitt married Elisa M. Hilmers 29 Jan 1883 in Cronenberg,
Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. Their first child was born that Nov in Oregon.

Siblings:

e Nellie Frieda (OR birth record)/Freda (Find A Grave) Bernitt Kolm, 29 Nov 1883
Marshfield [now called Coos Bay], Coos OR- 12 Sep 1969 King Co WA. Marshfield
High School graduate, 1908. - Wife of William Lewis Kolm (1884 NE - 1956 UT, F:
209303535). Resident of Portland OR 1920 & 1930 and of Omaha NE in 1940. “Coos
Bay Times” 11Jun 1910 p 8 — a lunch & handkerchief shower held 9 Jun for Nellie,
who will marry Mr. Kolm of Schuyler NE on 22 Jun 1910. “Coos Bay Times” 18 Jun
1910 p 8 - Wedding of Nellie & William Kolm of NE to be Wed., 22 Jun 1910, at the
home of the bride’s parents. Kolm was employed by the Breakwater office in Coos
Bay & then was a railroad agent at Myrtle Point. For the last year he has worked in
NE where the couple will live. “Coos Bay Times” 9 Dec 1911 p 8 - A son was born to
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Mr. & Mrs. William Kolm (the former Nellie Bernitt) of Schuyler NE. The couple will
spend at least part of next summer on Coos Bay. “Coos Bay Times” 29 Jun 1927 p 5
— Mrs. & Mrs. William Kolm of Portland & their 3 children (Leland, Lorene, Roger)
were guests of Mrs. & Mrs. Harvey Gurnea ([her sister] of North Bend OR. She was
formerly Nellie Bernitt; William was once the Southern Pacific agent for the Str.
Breakwater. “Coos Bay Times” 26 Jun 1939 p 2 — Mrs. William Klolm (former Nellie
Bernitt) of Seattle visited friends & relatives in Coos Bay. William was at one time
with the railroad & Breakwater agency on the Bay. He was recently transferred to
Omaha with the Union Pacific after many years in Seattle. She will join him as soon
as the children finish at the U of WA. “Coos Bay Times” 1 Mar 1955 p 3 — attending
the funeral of her sister Martha: Mr. & Mrs. William Kolm, Oakland CA, just back
from a 3-month trip east. William’s obituary: “Oakland (CA) Tribune” 26 Jun 1956 p
32 - Funeral 26 Jun 1956 in Albany [Alameda Co.] CA on 26 Jun for William L. Kolm,
71, retired accountant, of 4553 Shafter Ave., Died 23 Jun 1956 in Salt Lake City
where he was visiting his daughter, Mrs. Lorine Hanna. Also survived by wife Nellie
F. Kolm & sons Leland (San Francisco) & Roger (PA). — Buried in Golden Gate
Mausoelum & Columbaria, Kensington, Contra Costa CA. F: 209303679

William Carl Bernitt, 21 Jun 1885 Marshfield [now called Coos Bay], Coos OR-3
Nov 1951 Seattle, King WA. Also known as Willie Carl Bernitt & Will Bernitt. Married
in 1911 to Willa A. Levis (1883-1972, F: 115498078). Buried in Acacia Memorial Park
& Funeral Home, Lake Forest Park, King WA. F: 115498096

John August (“Jack”/”Whitey”) Bernitt, 3 Apr 1888 Marshfield [now called Coos Bay],
Coos Co. OR[3 Apr 1889 on both WWI & WWII draft cards — Apr 1887 in 1900
census]-19 Apr 1970, Wenatchee, Chelan WA. Sergeant in the 644" Aero Squadron
in WWI. The NOK on his WWII card is his sister, Mrs. Martha Gurnie [sic] of North
Bend OR. —Married in 1924 to Velma Jordan (1891-1941, F: 38542609). Buried in
Cashmere Cemetery, Cashmere, Chelan WA. F: 38542621

Martha Margaretha/Magaretha Bernitt Gurnea, 13 Dec 1890 Coos Bay, Coos OR -
24 Feb 1955 Corvallis, Benton OR. First wife of Harvey Persell Gurnea (1890-1963,
F: 732767), who is buried with his 2" wife Verna Irene in Willamette National
Cemetery. Martha is buried with her parents. Martha & Harvey married 6 Jul 1920 in
Portland, Multnomah OR. - “Coos Bay Times” 1 Mar 1955 p 3 — Most of the surviving
relatives of Mrs. Harvey (Martha) Gurnea of Corvallis were in Coos Bay 28 Feb 1955
for her funeral. Among survivors: her widower Harvey, John Bernitt of Cashmere WA.
The former Martha Bernitt is from an old-time Coos Bay family. Her brother Sidney
was lost on the Tuscania. The Sidney Burnitt [sic] VFW Post is named for him, but a
typographical error when it was named has remained. - “Corvallis (OR) Gazette-
Times” 25 Feb 1955 p 8 — Funeral for Martha M. Gurnea held 24 Feb 1955. She died
in Coos Bay on 28 Feb. Daughter of William Edward & Elise Bernitt, born 13 Dec
1890 Coos Bay, where she received her early education. Married Harvey P. Gurnea 6
Jul 1920 in Portland OR. The couple lived in Coos Bay until 1942, when they moved
to Corvallis. Survived by husband, brother John Bernitt (Cashmere WA) & sister Mrs.
Nellie Kolm (Oakland CA). Her brother Sidney died in WWI. - “Salem Statesman
Journal” 26 Jun 1963 p 15 - Harvey P. Gurnea, age 72, d. 24 Jun 1963, b. Tacoma
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WA. Married Martha Bernitt, who died in Corvallis in 1955. He married Verna Siegner
in 1956; she survives. He is buried in Willamette. — Martha Gurnea is buried in
Sunset Memorial Park, Coos Bay, Coos OR. F: 95652834

Notes:

The city of Coos Bay, Oregon, was established as the city of Marshfield in 1853. Its name
was changed on 11 Nov 1944.

TheVeterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 1180 in Coos Bay OR named for him, butdue to a
typographical error when it was established, the post has remained with the name of the
Sidney Burnett Post (or sometimes the Sidney Burnitt Post).

It took over 2 weeks for his parents to learn of his death.

Articles cited here as from the “Coos Bay World” were often from the newspaper when it
bore its earlier name, the “Coos Bay Times.”

Pre-war:
Wartime:
Post-war:
Obituary:
Censuses:

1900 North Marshfield, Coos OR - conducted 12 Jun 1900 - city is now called Coos Bay
Edward W. Bernett [sic], 44 Germany, May 1856, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1877, in
US for 23 years, naturalized, married 17 years, raftsman

Eliza C., 44 Germany, Jan 1856, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1881, in US 19 years, gave
birth to 5 children, 5 are living

Nellie F., 16 OR, Nov 1883, at school

Willie C., 14 OR, Jun 1885, at school

John A., 13 OR, Apr 1887, at school

Sidney W., 11 OR, Feb 1889, at school

Martha M., 9 OR, Dec 1890, at school

1910 Marshfield, Coos OR - 1t St. N. — city is now called Coos Bay - Sidney not listed
William Burnett, 53 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1877, naturalized, in 1%
marriage, married 27 years, raftsman, logs

Eliese, 54 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1 marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are
living

Nellie, 26 OR, saleslady, department store
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Matha, 19 OR, milliner, shop



