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TUSCANIA 

 

Berkowitz, Philip Robert (changed surname to Berk) 
1895 OH – 1967 OH 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-29HQ-
7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-L8D9&action=view 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-29HQ-7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-L8D9&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-29HQ-7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-L8D9&action=view
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QRVS-TM2M 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3331282:5763?tid=26010164&pid=380182055735&queryId=09ff3f4d-f957-
4e47-bbc3-47f94ade0afc&_phsrc=cPx7958&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3331282:5763?tid=26010164&pid=380182055735&queryId=09ff3f4d-f957-4e47-bbc3-47f94ade0afc&_phsrc=cPx7958&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3331282:5763?tid=26010164&pid=380182055735&queryId=09ff3f4d-f957-4e47-bbc3-47f94ade0afc&_phsrc=cPx7958&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3331282:5763?tid=26010164&pid=380182055735&queryId=09ff3f4d-f957-4e47-bbc3-47f94ade0afc&_phsrc=cPx7958&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/239159:7895 

 
Life 

 

 
First name spelled PHILLIP - “Cleveland (OH) Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/239159:7895
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“Akron (OH) Beacon Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 

 
“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Wife: 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225755-

00067?pId=1035061 
 

Father: 
 

 
“Akron (OH) Evening News” Tuesday 8 Aug 1893 p 4 

 

 
“Akron (OH) Evening News” Wednesday 15 Jan 1896 p 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225755-00067?pId=1035061
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225755-00067?pId=1035061
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Mother: 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225660-

01106?pId=1418360 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

 
Marriage of sister Selma E. Berkowitz (1894-1955) to Edward A. Cohn - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225727-
00831?pId=2627833 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225660-01106?pId=1418360
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225660-01106?pId=1418360
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225727-00831?pId=2627833
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225727-00831?pId=2627833
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3846871:60901?tid=26010164&pid=380182056068&queryId=5ec3cf09-
1432-433c-bd05-be2ec339020e&_phsrc=cPx7947&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Car accident death of brother Edward Albert Berk (1897-1957) – “Mansfield (OH) News-

Journal” Sunday, 31 Mar 1957 p 31 
 

 
Natalie McElroy was the driver – in this article, she was still alive – “Fremont (OH) News-

Messenger” Friday 29 Mar 1957 p 13 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3846871:60901?tid=26010164&pid=380182056068&queryId=5ec3cf09-1432-433c-bd05-be2ec339020e&_phsrc=cPx7947&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3846871:60901?tid=26010164&pid=380182056068&queryId=5ec3cf09-1432-433c-bd05-be2ec339020e&_phsrc=cPx7947&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3846871:60901?tid=26010164&pid=380182056068&queryId=5ec3cf09-1432-433c-bd05-be2ec339020e&_phsrc=cPx7947&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/26010164/person/380182055889/media/4e3c5120-e646-4415-82c7-
b926d33c917b 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26010164/person/380182055889/media/4e3c5120-e646-4415-82c7-b926d33c917b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26010164/person/380182055889/media/4e3c5120-e646-4415-82c7-b926d33c917b
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26010164/person/380182055889/media/4e3c5120-e646-4415-82c7-b926d33c917b
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Sister Mildred Berk (1901-1970) – “Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Tuesday2 5 Aug 1970 p 

32 
 

 
Sister Rhea P. Berk - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/26010164/person/380182055893/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/26010164/person/380182055893/facts 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26010164/person/380182055893/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26010164/person/380182055893/facts
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Philip Robert Berkowitz 
Name variations: Philip Robert Berk [changed surname between the 1920 census 
conducted on 15 Jan 1920 and his marriage license application on 28 Nov 1929], Phil Berk   
Military:  
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron – private  
Serial number:  249,951 
Entered service from:  Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Philip R. Berkowitz 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Minnie Berkowitz, 1540 E. 82nd St., Cleveland OH 
Returned from war on: "Mauretania" between Nov 1918 & Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Philip Robert Berkowitz 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Minnie Berkowitz, 1540 E. 82nd St., Cleveland 
OH (pvt, 228th Aero Sq Air Service) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Philip R. Berkowitz - b. 31 Aug 1895 Cleveland OH; 
res: 2320 – 63rd St., Cleveland Heights OH. Single. Traveling salesman, Hyatt Ribbon Co., 
address: employed “on the road.” Short in height, medium build. Registered 29 May 1917, 
in advance of the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  10012 South Blvd., Cleveland OH 
(listed as Berk) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Philip Robert Berk - b. 31 Aug 1895 Cleveland OH; 
res: 2489 Overlook Rd., Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga OH. NOK wife Lottie N. Berk [no 
address]. Employed by Arbetman Bros. & Blair Co. Inc., at 237 S. Market St., Chicago IL. 
Has mole on back. Is 5’ 5 1/2 inches tall, 165 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: listed as both Philip Robert Berk and Berkowitz 
Enlisted 14 Jun 1917 
Discharged 23 Dec 1918 
Address: 1540 E. 82nd St., Cleveland OH 
Rank/unit: private, 228th Aero Squadron 
 
OH, WWI Enrollment Cards: 
Enlisted 14 Jun 1917 at Fort Logan, Arapahoe Co. CO, as a resident of Omaha NE, b. 1895 
Cleveland OH. 
Service record (supplied by Steven Schwartz): 
118th Aero Squadron 14 Jun 1917 – 15 Dec 1917 – 158th Aero Squadron 16 Dec 1917 – 30 
Aug 1918 – 1107th Aero Squadron 31 Aug 1918 – 19 Nov 1918 – 228th Aero Squadron 20 Nov 
1918 – 20 Dec 1918. Enlisted: 14Jun 14, 1917 Fort Logan CO.  Army Discharge: 20 Dec 1918 
Camp Mills. 
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Birth & death: 
Born:  31 Aug 1895 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH 
Died:  19 Aug 1967 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH (Cleveland Clinic Hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 87236620 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga OH  
Cemetery: Mayfield 
Tombstone: buried with surname Berk 
 
Father: Samuel S. Berkowitz, 6 Apr 1869 Austria-Hungary [usually listed as Hungary, listed 
as Austria on Find A Grave] – 9 May 1943 Cuyahoga Co. OH.  
Son of Pintse Berkovitz & Rosalia Veislovicz. 
Resident of 3554 Riedham Rd., Shaker Heights OH at death. Listed as son of Phillip 
Berkowitz (b. Hungary) & Sarah Whitelaw (b. Hungary) on OH death record. Buried in 
Glenville Cemetery. Resident of 2320 E. 37th St., Cleveland OH when naturalized 13 Oct 
1890 in Circuit Court of St. Louis, Cuyahoga Co. OH. Born Hungary, ca. 1868. Age 22 when 
naturalized, age 42 when recorded. 
Buried in Glenville Cemetery, Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. 
Find A Grave: 86904116 
 
Mother: Minnie Trattner Berkowitz, b. 15 Apr 1870 Austria-Hungary (usually listed as 
Hungarym listed as Austria on Find A Grave) – 7 Apr 1947 Cuyahoga Co. OH.  
Buried in Glenville Cemetery, Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. 
Find A Grave: 86904035 
Parents’ marriage: 8 Aug 1893 Cuyahoga Co. OH by Rabbi Sigmund Delscher. 
 
Spouse:  Lottie Newman Berk. 12 Oct 1897 OH – 9 Jul 1991 Beachwood, Cuyahoga Co. OH 
(in a Beachwood nursing home).  
Daughter of Louis & Pauline Newman. 
Buried in Mayfield Cemetery, Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga OH. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 124501400 
Marriage: Philip R. Berk, age 34, resident of 1540 E. 82nd St., Cleveland OH, merchant, son 
of Samuel S. Berkowitz & Minnie Trattner - married 28 Nov 1929 Cuyahoga Co. OH - to 
Lottie Newman, age 29, resident of 10012 South Boulevard, Cleveland OH, teacher, 
daughter of Louis & Pauline Newman. Both their 1st marriages. Married by Rabbi Barnett R. 
Brickner at Euclid & 82nd St. (The funerals of Philip & his family are held at the Cleveland 
Memorial Temple at Euclid & 82nd) 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Selma E. Berkowitz Cohn, 5 Jun 1894 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 14 Jul 1955 
[presumably in OH]. - When she was born, her father was listed as Sam Berkowitz, 
age 24, b. Hungary & her mother Minnie Trattner, age 22, b. Hungary. She was 
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delivered by Dr. Peskind, M.D. - At age 25, married 29 Nov 1917 Cuyahoga Co. OH to 
Edward A. Cohn, son of Samuel Cohn & Clara Bettegay, age 23, b. Cleveland, 
Cuyahoga OH. - Rhoda F. Cohn, daughter of Edward & Selma, age 33, married 
Robert E. Lind, son of George Lind & Violet Presley on 25 Jul 1952 Cuyahoga Co. OH. 
She was employed at a soda fountain, he in a factory. Both were born in OH, both 
were residents of Cuyahoga Co. OH. – Her husband Edward A. Cohn b. 20 Jul 1892 
Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – d. 1936, F: 179728791. He is also on Billion Graves.  – 
Selma is also found on Billion Graves #31324334. Selma is buried in Mount Sinai 
Cemetery, Mayfield, Cuyahoga OH. F: 228600609 

• Edward Albert Berk (born Berkowitz), 8 Jan 1897 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 30 Mar 
1957 Cuyahoga Co. OH (or 29 Mar 1957 as reported in a paper of that date). Never 
married. F: 87250463. “Mansfield (OH) News-Journal” 31 Mar 1957 p 31 – 60-year-
old Lakewood resident Edward Berk died instantly when thrown from a car when it 
plowed into a utility pole on the Main Avenue bridge in Cleveland. Natalie McElroy, 
age 53, died nearly 2 hours later at Lutheran Hospital. “Evening Review” (East 
Liverpool OH) 29 Mar 1957 p 13 gives death date of 29 Mar. The car sheared off a 
utility pole. Edward, age 60, was an investment counselor living at the Hollenden 
Hotel in Cleveland. In this article (and several others) the age of Miss Natalie 
McElroy is given as 32 (instead of 53). She was the driver of the car. - Buried in 
Glenville Cemetery, Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH.                    F: 87250463 

• Mildred P. Berk (born Berkowitz), 5 Jul 1905 Cuyahoga Co. OH [listed as 1911 on her 
Find A Grave record & OH death record, but was age 4 in 1910 census & age 14 in 
1920 census]- 15 Aug 1970 Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. Buried in Glenville Cemetery, 
Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. F: 139812966 

• Rhea Berk (born Berkowitz), 1911 OH - 22 Oct 1959 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. Never 
married. Buried in Glenville as parents are. F: 139813136 

 
Notes: OH birth record: father Samuel Berkowitz, b. Hungary, age 25 & Minnie Trattner, b. 
Hungary, age 23, born at Scovill Ave., Cleveland, delivered by Dr. A. Peskind, M.D. From 
Steven Schwartz: 1926 address: 617 S. 19th St., Omaha NE 

 
Wartime: 
 
“Coshocton (OH) Tribune” 8 Feb 1918 p 5 – Phillip Berkowitz has not contacted anyone 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 282-09-0969 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 871 St. Clair St. 
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W. Berkowick, 29 Hungary, Jan?/Jun? 1871, parents b. Hungary (German), emigrated 1890, 
in US for 10 years, naturalized, married 7 years, baker 
Minnie, 27 Hungary, Apr 1873, parents b. Hungary, emigrated 1875, in US for 25 years, 
naturalization status blank, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living [wife] 
Salmon, 10 OH, Jun 1894 [son – but this is daughter Selma] 
Philip, 4 OH, Aug 1895 [son] 
Edward, 3 OH, Jan 1897 
 
1910 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 2320 E. 37th St. 
Samuel Berkowitz, 40 Hungary (German), parents b. Hungary (German), emigrated 1873, 
naturalized, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, salesman, baking company 
Minnie, 40 OH, parents b. Hungary (German), in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are 
living 
Selma, 15 OH 
Philip, 14 OH 
Edward, 13 OH 
Mildred, 9 OH 
Rhea, 4 OH 
 
1920 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 1540 E. 62nd (?) St. 
Samuel S. Berkowitz, 50 Hungary, parents b. Hungary, emigrated 1865, naturalized 1895, 
druggist, drug store 
Minnie, 49 Hungary, parents b. Hungary, emigrated 1883, naturalized 1895 
Philip, 24 OH, salesman, knit goods 
Edward, 23 OH, salesman, oil 
Mildred, 18 OH, portometer (?), manufacturing 
Rhea, 14 OH  
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga OH – Overlook – same place in 1935 
Phillip R. Berk, 44 OH, salesman, wholesale ladies’ clothing 
Lottie N., 42 OH, substitute teacher, public school 
 
1950 Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga OH – 2489 Overlook Rd. 
Philip R. Beck, 54 OH, salesman, ladies coat factory 
Lottie N., 52 OH 
 


