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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Berkey, Edwin Ray 

1896 MN – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-297C-

W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-
K535&action=view 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/30098032:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=80c39fd0-375d-48e0-a738-
bc617e94a30e&_phsrc=cPx7934&_phstart=successSource 

 
Edwin Berkey’s name does not appear on the WWI, American Expeditionary Forces Deaths 

database on FamilySearch.org as pages 2-27 missing from film - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JD-

P?view=index&action=view 
 
 

Life: 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30098032:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=80c39fd0-375d-48e0-a738-bc617e94a30e&_phsrc=cPx7934&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30098032:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=80c39fd0-375d-48e0-a738-bc617e94a30e&_phsrc=cPx7934&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30098032:9170?tid=&pid=&queryId=80c39fd0-375d-48e0-a738-bc617e94a30e&_phsrc=cPx7934&_phstart=successSource
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On board - “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
Erroneously listed as a survivor – “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Reported buried in Scotland – “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Austin (MN) Daily Herald” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Saturday 23 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/68280503/?article=a5372f18-001a-11ed-a52b-
96e42fec9854&xid=4205%20 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 1 Mar 1918 p 3 

 
 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” 2 Mar 1918 p 3 
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These were likely the “false” postcards/letters filled out by men aboard Tuscania, meant to 
be mailed home once they reached Europe – many were indeed sent home for those who 

had died en route – “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 1 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/68281715/ 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Monday 15 Apr 1918 p 2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/68284495/ 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 7 Jun 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Saturday 7 Feb 1920 p 1 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Thursday 2 Dec 1920 p 1 

 
Father: 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/459161:5187 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/459161:5187
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Obituary of Frank Walter Berkey – “Redondo (CA) Reflex” Friday 3 Nov 1939 p 7   
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Saturday 1 May 1909 p 3 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 23 Feb 1912 p 6 

 
 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 14 Sep 1917 p 2 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Thursday 18 Oct 1917 p 5 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 5 
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“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Monday 2 Sep 1918 p 4 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Monday 28 Oct 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” Wednesday 8 Oct 1919 p 5 
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“Redondo (CA) Reflex” Friday 8 Aug 1924 p 4 
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Unfortunately, Frank could not know about the Great Depression that would begin in Oct 

1929 - “Redondo (CA) Reflex” Friday 28 Dec 1928 p 1 
 

 
Frank & Delia Berkey, daughter Vivian Berkey Farley & husband Robert W. Farley, daughter 

Lora Berkey Ellis & husband William Ellis – “Redondo (CA) Reflex” Friday 15 Apr 1932 p 8 
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Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85791:61305 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12209080882/facts 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12209080882/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85791:61305
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12209080882/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12209080882/facts
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Answers YES to a Gold Star mother pilgrimage in 1930 -  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12209080882/facts 
and 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/4224/images/40494_3421606190_06
76-00133?pId=425 

 

 
Obituary of Delia Lee Berkey – “Long Beach (CA) Independent” 2 May 1961 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51539/images/News-CA-
IN.1961_05_02-0013?pId=504006669 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12209080882/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/4224/images/40494_3421606190_0676-00133?pId=425
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/4224/images/40494_3421606190_0676-00133?pId=425
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51539/images/News-CA-IN.1961_05_02-0013?pId=504006669
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/51539/images/News-CA-IN.1961_05_02-0013?pId=504006669
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“Santa Ana (CA) Register Thursday 22 Mar 1923 p 10 

 

 
“Redondo (CA) Reflex” Friday 18 Jul 1924 p 5 

 



28 
 

 
Excerpts – “Los Angeles Daily News” Thursday 20 Mar 1930 p 8 
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Excerpts – “Los Angeles Evening Express” Thursday 2 Apr 1931 p 5 
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Excerpts – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 7 Apr 1931 p 13 

 

 
“Los Angeles Daily News” Thursday 4 Jun 1931 p 26 
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Siblings: 
 

 

 
Sister Vivian Caroline Berkey Farley (1893-1950) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2236291:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=29636929&pid=12253657850 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2236291:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=29636929&pid=12253657850
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2236291:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=29636929&pid=12253657850
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US passport application in Beijing (Peking), China, on 11 Oct 1921 – Vivian resided there 

with husband Robert W. Farley, a gunner on the American Legation squad – she was going 
to return to the US via Japan - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2206942:1174 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2206942:1174
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2206942:1174
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“Redondo (CA) Reflex” Friday 29 Jun 1928 p 5 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Friday 22 Sep 1950 p 21 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2236154:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=7cd38aaa-db1a-4e86-b1ff-

a74ed9c049d6&_phsrc=cPx7931&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Hazel Elnora Berkey Christenson (1898-1969) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/29636929/person/12204151940/media/9cda3852-267a-4a96-92f7-
97c596372ce1 

 

 
Hazel Berkey & husband Arnt Arnold Christenson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/29636929/person/12204152621/media/0daafa09-ce66-40c4-
ac69-57cda41f03dd?queryId=c663971a-8fe2-4ab9-9ddf-

ba2ec6aaba0c&_phsrc=cPx7926&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29636929/person/12204151940/media/9cda3852-267a-4a96-92f7-97c596372ce1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29636929/person/12204151940/media/9cda3852-267a-4a96-92f7-97c596372ce1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/29636929/person/12204151940/media/9cda3852-267a-4a96-92f7-97c596372ce1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/29636929/person/12204152621/media/0daafa09-ce66-40c4-ac69-57cda41f03dd?queryId=c663971a-8fe2-4ab9-9ddf-ba2ec6aaba0c&_phsrc=cPx7926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/29636929/person/12204152621/media/0daafa09-ce66-40c4-ac69-57cda41f03dd?queryId=c663971a-8fe2-4ab9-9ddf-ba2ec6aaba0c&_phsrc=cPx7926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/29636929/person/12204152621/media/0daafa09-ce66-40c4-ac69-57cda41f03dd?queryId=c663971a-8fe2-4ab9-9ddf-ba2ec6aaba0c&_phsrc=cPx7926&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/29636929/person/12204152621/media/0daafa09-ce66-40c4-ac69-57cda41f03dd?queryId=c663971a-8fe2-4ab9-9ddf-ba2ec6aaba0c&_phsrc=cPx7926&_phstart=successSource
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Born MN, not MI - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12204151940/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12204152621/facts 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12204151940/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12204151940/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/29636929/person/12204152621/facts
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“Long Beach (CA) Independent” Friday 21 Nov 1969 p 52 
 

 
Obituary of sister Lora Edith Berkey Ellis (1902-1991) – “Lompoc (CA) Record” Monday 16 

Dec 1991 p 3 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/365739:61460 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/365739:61460
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Obituary of William George Ellis – “Lompoc (CA) Record” Thursday 25 Mar 1982 p 2 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Edwin Ray Berkey 
Name variations: Edwin Ray Burkey (on Tuscania passenger list), Edvin Roy Berkey 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. HQ - private 
Serial number: US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Edwin died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Bemidji, Beltrami MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Edwin R. Burkey 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father F.W. Burkey (sic), Bermidji [sic/Bemidji] MN 
1st buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 36, as Edwin 
R. Berkly. "Bemidji [MN] Pioneer" 7 Jun 1918 p 1 - Adjutant General reports this grave 
number to his parents.  
Body sent from Islay, Scotland, to England for burial 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Edwin Ray Berkey - b. 8 Jan 1896 Bagley, 
Clearwater MN; res: Puposky, Beltrami MN. Single. Employed as woodsman at Crookston 
Lbr. Co., Puposky MN. Medium height & build. 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-818G-
4XS?cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK877-NK3 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
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Enlistment date not given 
Discharge date not given [date of death 6 Feb 1918] 
Address: Bemidji MN 
Rank/unit: private, HQ Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  6 Jan 1896 Bagley, Clearwater MN 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania 
Find A Grave record: 56503114 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Woking Borough, Surrey, England 
Cemetery: Brookwood American Military 
Tombstone: veteran cross - Pvt 20 Engrs Minnesota 
 
Father: Frank Walter (F.W.) Berkey,  Apr 1865 New London, Kandiyohi MN - 29 Oct 1939 
Redondo, Los Angeles Co. CA at age 74 years, 6 months, 20 days, at his home (834 N. 
Lucia Ave.). Son of Daniel Fredrick Berkey (1820-1908), who fought for the Union in the Civil 
War, in the 102nd Regiment, PA Infantry & Mary Jones (b. IL, 1831-1908). Had lived in CA 20 
years at time of death. In the 1925 Redondo CA city directory, Frank & Delia C. Berkey lived 
at 834 N. Lucia Ave., Redondo CA; he was a carpenter. Buried in Inglewood Park Cemetery, 
Inglewood, Los Angeles CA. 
Find A Grave: 
 
Mother: Delia Caroline Lee Berkey, 1 Oct 1870 La Crosse Co. WI – 30 Apr 1961 Orange Co. 
CA. Middle initial often found as “K.”, which may be the Norwegian version of Caroline.  
Find A Grave: 
Parents’ marriage: 3 Jul 1890 Grand Forks, Grand Forsk ND – Frank W. Berkey, age 25 & 
Delia K. Lee, age 21. 
 
Siblings: by 1900, Edwin had two other siblings who had died 

• Vivian Caroline Berkey Farley. 4 Feb 1893 (CA Death Index & US passport) [reported 
as Feb 1892 in the 1900 census) Devils Lake, Ramsey ND - 21 Sep 1950 Orange Co. 
CA. - Wife of Robert W. Farley, b. 30 May 1885 OH, d. 26 Mar 1963 San Diego Co. 
CA. – As a career US Navy man, he was stationed in various locales. – In 1920, 
Robert W. Farley, 34 OH, married, father b. IN, mother b. OH was a gunner in the US 
Navy at Mare Island, Vallejo CA aboard the USS “Buffalo.” He resided at 416 – 25th 
St., San Diego CA. - On 11 Oct 1921, Vivian Farley applied for a US passport at the 
American Legation in Peking [now Beijing], China, as her husband Robert, formerly a 
gunner on the American Legation guard, had been transferred. - In 1930, Robert W. 
Farley (44 OH, father b. IN, mother b. OH, WWI veteran) was the chief radioman in 
the US Navy in Dutch Harbor Village of the Aleutian Islands, 3rd Judicial District, 
Alaska Territory. -  In 1950, Vivian B. Farley, 57 ND, married, was a patient in the 
Alamitos Blvd. Mental Sanitarium (line 11). This census was conducted 11 Apr 1950; 
she died 21 Sep 1950. – Following Vivian’s death, Robert Farley married Edna A. 
Culbertson (1897-1964) on 1 Jun 1951 in San Diego Co. CA. He is buried in Fort 
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Rosecrans National Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA, F: 3399087. – Vivian Farley 
is buried in Inglewood Park Cemetery, Inglewood, Los Angeles CA but not on Find A 
Grave as of 25 Jan 2024.. 

• Hazel Elnora Berkey Christenson, 29 Jul 1898 MN – 18 Nov 1969 Los Angeles Co. 
CA. Married to Arnt (or Arndt) Arnold Christenson. Arnt, the son of Anton 
Christianson & Annie Johnson, was born 15 Sep 1898 MN & died 29 Dec 1956 CA. – 
In the 1930 census for Dominguez, Los Angeles CA, both replied they had been age 
21 at their 1st marriages. - One of their sons was Leonard Ray Christenson (23 Jun 
1929 Los Angeles CA – 1978) & the other son was Robert R. Christenson (1920-
2006). 

• Lora Edith Berkey Ellis, 29 May 1902 MN – 12 Dec 1991 Tucson, Pima AZ. At age 19, 
she married William George Ellis, age 20, son of William E. Ellis & Elizabeth 
Dickerson on 15 Sep 1921 in Los Angeles CA. She was listed as the daughter of 
Frank W. Berkey & Delia K. Lee. – In the 1930 census for Santa Paula, Ventura CA, 
William G. Ellis, 29 KS, parents b. TN, foreman in an oil warehouse, lived with his 
wife Lora (27 MN, parents b. MN) & their 2 children, ages 5 & 2, b. CA. - Obituary: 
“Lompoc (CA) Record” Monday 16 Dec 1991 p 3 – no services for Lora B. Ellis, age 
89, of Tucson AZ, who was b. 29 May 1902 MN to Frank & Delia Berkey, and who d. 
12 Dec 1991 in Tucson AZ. She lived in Santa Barbara CA for 20 years before moving 
to Lompoc CA, where she lived for 10 days, moving to Tucson in 1990. Her husband 
Williams George Ellis was born 10 Feb 1901 Sharon, Barber KS & died 23 Mar 1982 
Lompoc, Santa Barbara CA. William was the son of William Enoch Ellis (1867-1957, 
F: 146275689) & Mary Elizabeth Dickerson (1871-1956, F: 146264447).   

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
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Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 MN state census – Fertile, Polk MN 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2450416:1058?tid=29636929&pid=12209080882&queryId=4e3048f7-7f6e-
4e7b-b988-4fccf8603dec&_phsrc=cPx7919&_phstart=successSource 
Frank Burkey, 30 MN, farmer 
Dellia Burkey, 25 WI, house keeper 
Vivian Caroline, 2 Dakota 
 
1900 Beltrami Co. MN [father not listed] 
Delia Berkey, 30 WI, Oct 1870, parents b. Norway, married, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are 
living, farmer 
Vivian C., 8 ND, Feb 1892 
Ray E., 4 MN, Jan 1896 [i.e. Edwin Ray] 
Hazel E., 1 MN, Jul 1898 
[for the children: father b. MN, mother b. Norway] 
 
1900 Silver Creek, Beltrami MN – his father (and brothers?) as lodgers 
Frank W. Berkey, 35 MN, Apr 1865, parents b. IL, married 10 years, day laborer – line 73 
Fredrick K. Berkey, 25 MN, parents b. IL, married, day laborer – line 65 
Ralph Berkey, 37 MN, Oct 1863, day laborer – line 66 
 
1905 MN state census - Bear Creek township, Clearwater MN 
Frank W. Berkey, 40 MN, parents b. IL, day laborer 
Adelia K., 35 WI, parents b. Norway 
Vivian K., 12 MN 
Edwin R., 9 MN 
Hazel E., 6 MN 
Laura E., 3 MN 
 
1910 Durand, Beltrami MN 
Frank Walter Berkey, 45 MN, parents b. IL, in 1st marriage, married 19 years, manager, 
sawmill 
Delia, 39 WI, parents b. Norway, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Vivian Caroline, 17 Dakota 
Edvin Roy, 14 MN 
Hazel Elnora, 11 MN 
Lora Edith, 9 MN 
& boarder John Holt, 41 WI, parents b. Norway, married, engineer, sawmill 
 
1920 San Diego, San Diego CA – 416 – 25th St. 
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Frank W. Berkey, 55 MN, parents b. US, carpenter, house 
Delia K., 50 WI, parents b. Norway 
Lora E., 17 MN, single 
Vivian C. Farley, 27 ND, married 
 
1930 Redondo Beach, Los Angeles CA 
Frank W. Berkey, 61 IL, age 25 at 1st marriage, parents b. US, no occupation 
Delia C., 59 WI, parents b. Norway, age 19 at 1st marriage 
& lodger Wilbur W. Geer, 39 MO, hod carrier, building 
 


