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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Baker, Lewis Delbert 
1887 KS – 1974 OK 

 

  
 

Lewis Delbert Baker – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 17 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/899764164/?terms=%22lewis%20d%20baker%22&

match=1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4928656:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=6b30bf492e5851c71b33a043073a9413&
_phsrc=cPx3641&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-WWPR-

H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCF-
FLKX&action=view 

Life: 
 

 
Identified as George Baker - “El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4928656:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=6b30bf492e5851c71b33a043073a9413&_phsrc=cPx3641&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4928656:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=6b30bf492e5851c71b33a043073a9413&_phsrc=cPx3641&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4928656:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=6b30bf492e5851c71b33a043073a9413&_phsrc=cPx3641&_phstart=successSource
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“Okarche (OK) Times” Friday 7 Feb 1919 p 1 

 

 
Lewis & his mother Barbara – “El Reno (OK) Daily Tribune” Friday 1 Mar 1935 p 5 
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Excerpts: “El Reno (OK) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 18 Nov 1936 p 1 
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“El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 19 Nov 1936 p 8 
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“El Reno (OK) Daily Tribune” Thursday 18 Jan 1945 p 8 
 

 
“El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 16 May 1946 p 4 

 

 
“El Reno (OK) Daily Tribune” Thursday 12 Jan 1961 p 9 
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“El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 18 Apr 1963 p 6 

 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father John Wesley Baker – “Calumet (OK) Chieftain” Thursday 18 May 1922 p 1 

 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Barbara Elisabeth Gannon Baker – “El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 8 

Jan 1953 p 3 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Macy Jane Baker Ridge (1885-1980) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/34846026/person/142444217534/media/3c853968-4966-41db-8eba-

e7d01dbc9a41 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34846026/person/142444217534/media/3c853968-4966-41db-8eba-e7d01dbc9a41
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34846026/person/142444217534/media/3c853968-4966-41db-8eba-e7d01dbc9a41
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34846026/person/142444217534/media/3c853968-4966-41db-8eba-e7d01dbc9a41
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Suicide by hanging of brother John Wesley Baker Jr. (1889-1910) – “Kingfisher (OK) Free 

Press” Thursday 7 Apr 1910 p 1 
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“Okarche (OK) Times” Friday 8 Apr 1910 p 1 
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Obituary of brother Archie Edgar Baker (1895-1950) – “El Reno (OK) American” Thursday 25 

May 1950 p 3 
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Marriage of Archie Edgar Baker, with Lewis as best man – “Okarche (OK) Times” Friday 4 

Mayh 1917 p 5 
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Obituary of brother Charles Elmer baker (1897-1966) – Find A Grave 33280499 
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Marriage on 6 Oct 1925 in Canadian Co. OK of brother Henry Herbert Baker (1899-1988) & 
Thelma Margaret Day - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/26996595/person/270078023458/media/e423e7bf-1704-4e1a-a914-
154c9946dfd9 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26996595/person/270078023458/media/e423e7bf-1704-4e1a-a914-154c9946dfd9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26996595/person/270078023458/media/e423e7bf-1704-4e1a-a914-154c9946dfd9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26996595/person/270078023458/media/e423e7bf-1704-4e1a-a914-154c9946dfd9
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“Tulare (CA) Advance-Register” Friday 14 May 1954 p 6 
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“Tulare (CA) Advance-Register” Friday 8 Jul 1988 p 4 

 

 
Brother Ervin Baker (1907-1994) – marriage license with Elsye Beryl Galloway – “Yukon (OK) 

Oklahoma Sun” Thursday 30 Apr 1953 p 2 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

Name: Lewis Delbert Baker 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,361 
Entered service from:  Okarche, Comanche OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Lewis D. Baker 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.W. Baker, Okarche OK 
Returned from war on: "Princess Matoika" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lewis D. Baker 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John W. Baker, Okarche OK (wagoner, Supply Co., 
9th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Lewis Delbert Baker - b. 27 Dec 1888 Robinson KS; 
res: Okarche, Canadian OK. Single. Farming by my father, Canadian Co. OK. Tall in height, 
medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): b. 27 Dec 1887 Robinson KS; res: 420 W. Hayes, El 
Reno, Canadian OK. Contact: Pearl Eaton, 810 S. Roberts, El Reno OK [i.e. his sister]. 
Employed by Moran & Buckner Construction Co., Muskogee, Muskogee OK. Height: 6’1” – 
175 lbs. 
 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 18 Aug 1919 
Address: 515 S. Foster St., El Reno OK 
Rank/unit: wag, Cas Det Demob Gp 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 27 Dec 1887 Robinson, Brown KS (WWII draft registration & Find A Grave) - 1886 
(WWI draft registration) 
Died: 22 Sep 1974, El Reno, Canadian OK (at his home) 
Find A Grave record: 33280507 - presence on Tuscania noted in text  
Burial location: El Reno, Canadian OK 
Cemetery: El Reno 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wagr US Army 
 
Father: John Wesley Baker Sr., Nov 1857 Meredosia, Morgan IL – 1922 El Reno, Canadian Co. OK. 
Son of Aaron & Eliza J. Baker. His confusing obituary indicates he had 9 children – names Albert, 
Macy, Lewis, Archie, Elmer, Henry, Pearl & Irwin (8 names) – and then says a son [i.e. John Wesley 



23 
 

Jr.] & daughter [i.e.. Elizabeth] preceded him in death. Buried in Red Rock Cemetery, El Reno, 
Canadian OK.  
Find A Grave: 46471887 
 
Mother: Barbara Elisabeth (AKA Elizabeth B.) Gannon Baker, 22 Sep 1862 Forest City, Holt MO – 7 
Jan 1953 El Reno, Canadian Co. OK. Daughter of James G. Gannon & Amanda Jane Ridge. Resident 
of Okarche OK when her mother, Amanda Ridge Gannon Cowley d. Dec 1915. 
Buried in Red Rock Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian OK.  
Find A Grave: 33280476 
Parents; marriage: John W. Baker & Barbara Gannon married 29 Dec 1881 in Hiawatha, 
Brown KS. 
 
Spouse:  In all censuses except 1930, Lewis reports he is single. In the 1950 census, he 
says he has never married, but in the 1930 census, his status is “widowed.” 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Elizabeth (Lacy) Baker, 8 Oct 1882 Robinson, Brown KS – 15 Nov 1885 Robinson, 
Brown KS. Listed as Elizabeth Baker Jr. in the 1885 KS state census (as of 1 Mar 
1885). 

• Prince Albert Baker, 9 Jul 1884 Robinson, Brown KS – 1916 Wichita Co. KS. 
• Macy Jane Baker Ridge, 3 Dec 1885 Robinson, Brown KS - 8 Dec 1980 Tulare CA. 

Wife of John Marshall Ridge (1869-1944, F: 29339250) whom she married 8 Feb 
1911 in St. Joseph, Buchanan MO. Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Robinson, Brown 
KS.  F: 293392000 

• John Wesley Baker Jr., 4 Dec 1889 Robinson, Brown KS  2 Apr 1910 Okarche, 
Canadian OK. Committed suicide by hanging himself with an American flag in the 
McCabe Schoolhouse, 9 miles SW of Okarche OK. According to his death notice, 
buried in Salem Cemetery, likely the one in Alpha, Kingfisher Co. OK but not on Find 
A Grave as of 5 Nov 2023. 

• Archie Edgar Baker, 8 Oct 1895 [1892 on Find A Grave] Robinson, Brown KS – 23 May 
1950. Married 1 May 1917 in Canadian Co. OK to Maude Draper Baker (later Pickard) 
(1891-1971, F: 31562533); they divorced 7 Jan 1938. Buried in El Reno Cemetery, El 
Reno, Canadian OK. F: 125680983 

• Charles Elmer Baker, 14 Apr 1897 Okarche, Canadian OK – 8 Aug 1966 Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma Co. OK. Served in the Army in WWI, as a private in Co. M, 79th 
Infantry. Buried in El Reno Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian OK. F: 33280499 

• Henry Herbert Baker, 7 Mar 1899 Okarche, Canadian Co. OK - 7 Dec 1988 Tulare Co. 
CA. Married 6 Oct 1925 in Canadian Co. OK to Thelma Margaret Day (1906-1970).  

• Pearl Elizabeth Baker Eaton. 18 Oct 1901 Okarche, Canadian Co. OK - 8 Feb 1988 El 
Reno, Canadian OK (at 215 North Macomb, El Reno OK). Wife of Samuel Henry Lee 
Eaton (1903-1976, F: 14746354) whom she married 7 Nov 1931 in Enid, Garfield OK.  
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• Ervin G. Baker, 15 Sep 1907 Okarche, Canadian Co. OK - 16 Jan 1994 El Reno OK. 
Obtained a marriage license in Apr 1953 to marry Elyse Beryl Galloway (1913-1994, 
F: 33314253)l. Buried in the El Reno Cemetery, El Reno, Canadian OK. F: 33314257 

 
Notes: 
 
Prewar: 
Both of his parents lived in Robinson Township KS when they married. They moved to 
Oklahoma Territory in 1893, living in various cities in Canadian County. In Nov 1907 
Oklahoma achieved statehood. According to a family history, Lewis made his home in El 
Reno OK in 1923 and was a lifelong member of the American Legion & VFW. He worked on 
highway construction & retired as a foreman. 
 
“Okarche (OK) Times” 4 May 1917 p 5 – Maud Draper married Archie E. Baker on 1 May 
1917 in Geary OK at her parents’ home. The best man was Lewis D. Baker, the groom’s 
brother. The groom’s sister – Mrs. J.M. Ridge of Blackwell – was the matron of honor. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Rescued by trawler “Elf King.” Was hospitalized in Larne, Ireland, Feb 1918.  
 
“Okarche (OK) Times” 7 Feb 1919 p 1 – “Lewis Baker Now Upon the Rhine” 
Was 1 of the 1st Okarche boys to answer the call to service. Having a good time during the 
final wind-up of war. Wrote brother archie on 8 Jan 1919 from Bendorf, Germany – “Hello, 
Kid.” Asked how the old boy & mamma were doing? Guesses he can stand to be called 
uncle now. Took a 28-day hike from France to Dutchland. Drove 4 horses to (pulling) an 
ammunition wagon. Fine weather. Got an inch of snow Christmas morning which was the 
only thing that looked like Xmas. Doesn’t think he’ll be here long. A good-sized town with 
several factories. American soldiers are treated fine, better than he expected. Having an 
easy time as he is just taking care of his 4 horses. The big town of Bendorf is 8 kilometers 
away; the Rhine River flows along the edge. There is a lot of beer. Tell Fred Reimers he did 
as requested and drank a beer for him. He got a letter from Macy [his sister] and she said 
she sent a box, but he hasn’t received it yet. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 25 Sep 1974 p 33 –  
age 86, of El Reno OK, services & burial in El Reno on 25 Sep 1974 
 
Social Security Number: 447-09-5711 
 
Censuses: 
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1885 KS state census – Robinson, Brown KS – as of 1 Mar 1885 
John W. Baker, 27 IL, fasramer 
Elizabeth, 22 MO 
Elizabeth Jr., 2 KS 
Prince A., 9 months KS 
 
1900 Cement township, Canadian OK 
John W. Baker, 42 IL, Nov 1857, parents b. IL, farmer, married 17 years 
Elisabeth B., 37 MO, parents b. KY, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living 
Prince A., 15 KS, Jul 1884, at school 
Macy J., 13, Dec 1886 KS, at school [female] 
Lewis D., 12, Dec 1887 KS, at school 
John W., 10 KS, Dec 1889, at school 
Archie E., 8 KS, Oct 1891 
Charles E., 3 OK, Apr 1897 
Henry H., 1 OK, Mar 1899 
 
1910 Cement, Canadian OK 
John W. Baker, 52 IL, parents b. IL, married 28 years, farmer, general farm 
Barbra E., 47 MO, father b. NY, mother b. KY, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are living 
Lewis D., 22 KS, single, farmer, home farm 
Archie E., 18 KS, single, farmer, home farm 
Charles E., 12 OK 
Henry H., 11 OK 
Pearl E., 8 OK 
Ernist, 2 OK [appears to be Ervin] 
 
1920 Cement, Canadian OK 
John W. Baker, 62 IL, parents b. IL, farmer, general farm 
Elizabeth, 58 MO, father b. NY, mother b. KY 
Lewis D., 33 KS, single, farmer, general farm 
Charley, 32 OK, single, farmer, general farm 
Henry, 20 OK, single, farmer, general farm 
Pearl, 18 OK 
Irving, 12 OK 
 
1930 El Reno, Canadian OK 
Elizabeth Baker, 67 MO, father b. NY, mother b. KY, widow 
Erwin, 22 OK, single, laborer, railroad 
Charles, 33 OK, single, mechanic, railroad, WWI veteran 
Pearl, 28 OK, single, house keeper, private home 
Lewis, 40 KS, widowed, foreman, construction, WWI veteran 
[for the children, father b. IL, mother b. MO] 
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1940 El Reno, Canadian OK – same place in 1935 
Barbara L. Baker, 77 MO, widow 
Lewis D., 53 KS, single, general laborer 
Charles E., 43 OK, single, carpenter 
 
1950 El Reno, Canadian OK 
Charles Elmer Baker, 53 OK, never married, mechanic carman, railroad [head of 
household] 
Ervin, 42 OK, divorced, general roof work, roofing [brother] 
Lewis B., 62 KS, never married, general roof work, roofing [brother] 
Barbara E., 87 MO, widow [mother] 
 
 


