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TUSCANIA 

 

Benton, Roy Francis 
1892 ID – 1972 CA 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/84884182/person/34508167880/media/ef12a7d3-691f-4a75-8dff-
cc56b5a70f90 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2SGJ-

P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPC8-9F33&action=view 
 



2 
 

 

 
Idaho birth record of Roy Francis Benton - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/25700:60265?tid=&pid=&queryId=70b73904-61a9-4b50-b9c9-
59238e08a9c0&_phsrc=cPx7281&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
Oregon State Military Record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/112838:62477 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25700:60265?tid=&pid=&queryId=70b73904-61a9-4b50-b9c9-59238e08a9c0&_phsrc=cPx7281&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25700:60265?tid=&pid=&queryId=70b73904-61a9-4b50-b9c9-59238e08a9c0&_phsrc=cPx7281&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25700:60265?tid=&pid=&queryId=70b73904-61a9-4b50-b9c9-59238e08a9c0&_phsrc=cPx7281&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/112838:62477
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/112838:62477
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1962 Glendale CA city directory – wife Florence died that year, on 26 Nov 1962 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/32701_1521003235_02
08-00179?pId=1419837566 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/32701_1521003235_0208-00179?pId=1419837566
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/32701_1521003235_0208-00179?pId=1419837566
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1965 Glendale CA city directory – no wife - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1423140124:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=88bca90c-
6e67-4ec8-8237-049e56c86f4b&_phsrc=cPx7555&_phstart=successSource 
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1972 Glendale CA city directory – with wife Anna – Roy died 13 Nov 1972 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1441029233:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=c21323ef-

82b0-4736-be6a-19da308ed2e4&_phsrc=cPx7560&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LTWX-QBK 
 

Life: 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 12 

 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 7 

 
 

 
Is this him? “Long Beach (CA) Telegram & Long Beach Daily News” Sunday 11 Feb 1923 p 4 
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The obituary of George William Comparet (1888 AZ – 1945 CA, F: 47485223), who was 
listed as Roy’s 1942 WWII contact on his draft registration form – “Arizona Republic” 

(Phoenix AZ) Tuesday 5 Jan 1945 p 2 
In 1940, George W. Comparet lived at 2083 Watson St., Glendale, Los Angeles CA (age 51 

AZ) with wife Lucy E. (50 Jamaica). He was the adjutant of the American Legion post. In 
1935 they had lived in Phoenix, Maricopa AZ.  

 

 
Wife Blanche Irene Vermillion 
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Marriage of Roy Francis Benton & Blanche Irene Vermillion on 1 Jul 1917 – note the index 

record with a marriage date of 18 Apr 1917 differs - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/939029:2378 

 
 

 
Marriage license of Blanche Irene Vermillion [Benton] to Conrad R. Uhrich – “Seattle (WA) 

Star” Saturday 2 Oct 1920 p 12 
 

 
Engagement of Blanche Irene Vermillion & Conrad R. Uhrich - “Seattle (WA) Union-Record” 

Thursday 30 Sep 1920 p 7 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/939029:2378
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WA death record of Blanche Irene Vermillion Benton Uhrich - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7297525:6716 
 
 

 
Wife Florence Caroline Johnson 
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Marriage of Roy Francis Benton in Erie Co. PA to Florence Caroline Johnson on 1 Jul 1922 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-68G4-
7DZ?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVFQG-

FR3&action=view 
 

 
CA death index of Florence Caroline Johnson Benton - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/84884182/person/34508368756/facts?_phsrc=cPx7537&_phstart=succe
ssSource 

 

 
Wife Anna Olive Johnson 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/84884182/person/34508368756/facts?_phsrc=cPx7537&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/84884182/person/34508368756/facts?_phsrc=cPx7537&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/84884182/person/34508368756/facts?_phsrc=cPx7537&_phstart=successSource
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1967 Glendale CA city directory – wife Anna - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1400761679:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=5475ac4b-
acbf-4df9-880e-36223d7153ee&_phsrc=cPx7552&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
1970 Glendale CA city directory – wife Anna - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1412457855:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=27c307ba-
1bae-443e-9272-e8cc84d0c611&_phsrc=cPx7554&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1400761679:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=5475ac4b-acbf-4df9-880e-36223d7153ee&_phsrc=cPx7552&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1400761679:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=5475ac4b-acbf-4df9-880e-36223d7153ee&_phsrc=cPx7552&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1400761679:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=5475ac4b-acbf-4df9-880e-36223d7153ee&_phsrc=cPx7552&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1412457855:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=27c307ba-1bae-443e-9272-e8cc84d0c611&_phsrc=cPx7554&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1412457855:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=27c307ba-1bae-443e-9272-e8cc84d0c611&_phsrc=cPx7554&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1412457855:2469?tid=84884182&pid=34508167880&queryId=27c307ba-1bae-443e-9272-e8cc84d0c611&_phsrc=cPx7554&_phstart=successSource
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Glendale CA 1977 city directory - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1407958999:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=fb4a7f92-22ed-4a23-9867-
f4aa360dd682&_phsrc=cPx7563&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Social Security record of Anna Olive Johnson Benton - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4296460:3693?tid=&pid=&queryId=19b8b809-1476-409b-8965-

965cc0510ba9&_phsrc=cPx7567&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1407958999:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=fb4a7f92-22ed-4a23-9867-f4aa360dd682&_phsrc=cPx7563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1407958999:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=fb4a7f92-22ed-4a23-9867-f4aa360dd682&_phsrc=cPx7563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1407958999:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=fb4a7f92-22ed-4a23-9867-f4aa360dd682&_phsrc=cPx7563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4296460:3693?tid=&pid=&queryId=19b8b809-1476-409b-8965-965cc0510ba9&_phsrc=cPx7567&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4296460:3693?tid=&pid=&queryId=19b8b809-1476-409b-8965-965cc0510ba9&_phsrc=cPx7567&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4296460:3693?tid=&pid=&queryId=19b8b809-1476-409b-8965-965cc0510ba9&_phsrc=cPx7567&_phstart=successSource
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Anna Olive Johnson Benton - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/37428604:60901 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/37428604:60901
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/37428604:60901
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CA Death Index of Anna Olive Johnson Benton - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/541636:5180?tid=153646063&pid=392079758802&queryId=b87f983c-c262-

493c-b50d-e1d4ba015587&_phsrc=cPx7571&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
PA birth record of Alice Olive Johnson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/805917:60484 
 

 
Children: 
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Is this her? Betty Jane Benton Lawrence (b. Jul 1928) - San Diego (CA) High School 

yearbook 1938 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/264015964:1265 
 

 

 
CA birth record of Betty J. Benton - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1005174:5247 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/264015964:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1005174:5247
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1005174:5247
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is this her? https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6835337:1100?tid=&pid=&queryId=70b0cb51-e9fa-41d4-9b68-
f4c7381ba8cf&_phsrc=cPx7523&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

 
Obituary of son Willard Earl Benton (1927-1994) – “Roseville (CA) Press-Tribune” Friday 4 

Sep 1994 p 10 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/542728:5180 

 
Father: 

 

 
Argenta MT News (1900 residents of Argenta) – “Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 3 Apr 1896 p A1 

 

 
Frank lived in Argenta MT in the 1900 census, where he was listed as a quartz miner – 

“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 20 Aug 1897 p A1 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/542728:5180
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“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 22 Feb 1899 p A5 

 

 
Argenta MT news: “Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 17 Nov 1899 p A1 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 30 Mar 1900 p A3 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 1 Jun 1900 p A5 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 29 Mar 1901 p A4 
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“Butte (MT) Miner” Saturday 26 Apr 1902 p 8 

 
 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 19 Jul 1901 p A5 
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Divorce requested - “Dillon (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 23 Apr 1902 p A6 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 14 May 1902 p A7 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 21 May 1902 p A1 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 23 May 1902 p A3 
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“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 23 May 1902 p A1 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 25 Jun 1902 p A1 

 

 
“Butte (MT) Miner” Sunday 19 Oct 1902 p 20 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 14 Jan 1903 p A1 
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“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 23 Sep 1903 p A1 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 22 Jan 1904 p A8 

 

 
“Dillon (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 23 Mar 1904 p A8 

 

 
Last entry in this newspaper or Montana -  “Dillon (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 22 Jun 1904 p 

A3 
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Frank is a resident of Kennedy, Humboldt NV in the 1910 census -  Is this him in Goldfield 

NV in 1905? - “Goldfield (NV) News & Weekly Tribune” Friday 28 Jul 1905 p 4 
 

 
Is this him in Prescott AZ in 1916? – “Prescott (AZ) Weekly Journal-Miner” Wednesday 29 

Nov 1916 p 6 
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Mother: 
 

 
Argenta MT news: “Dillon (MT) Tribune” Friday 14 Feb 1896 p A1 

 

 
Frank & his 2 sons lived in Argenta, Beaverhead Co. MT in the 1900 census - “Dillon (MT) 

Tribune” Friday 6 Mar 1896 p A1 
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Marriage of Frank Benton & Mamie McKenna in Adams Co. NE on  10 Aug 1891 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/130306:61335?tid=&pid=&queryId=9d07dfa5-4fbc-47d4-a8ac-
445e20a319c1&_phsrc=cPx7287&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/130306:61335?tid=&pid=&queryId=9d07dfa5-4fbc-47d4-a8ac-445e20a319c1&_phsrc=cPx7287&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/130306:61335?tid=&pid=&queryId=9d07dfa5-4fbc-47d4-a8ac-445e20a319c1&_phsrc=cPx7287&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/130306:61335?tid=&pid=&queryId=9d07dfa5-4fbc-47d4-a8ac-445e20a319c1&_phsrc=cPx7287&_phstart=successSource
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Although she calls herself Florence Mae, Social Security maintains her identity as Mary 

Margrette “McKenney” Jackson -https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/12786684:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=92741269-7969-4199-912f-

42228ee7e24e&_phsrc=cPx7390&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12786684:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=92741269-7969-4199-912f-42228ee7e24e&_phsrc=cPx7390&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12786684:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=92741269-7969-4199-912f-42228ee7e24e&_phsrc=cPx7390&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12786684:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=92741269-7969-4199-912f-42228ee7e24e&_phsrc=cPx7390&_phstart=successSource
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“Riverside (CA) Daily Press” Thursday 29 Jun 1933 p 12 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/998095070/ 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10973518:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=4398d28e-0c85-4cc8-a8d7-
d0ce28d86b19&_phsrc=cPx7398&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10973518:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=4398d28e-0c85-4cc8-a8d7-d0ce28d86b19&_phsrc=cPx7398&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10973518:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=4398d28e-0c85-4cc8-a8d7-d0ce28d86b19&_phsrc=cPx7398&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10973518:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=4398d28e-0c85-4cc8-a8d7-d0ce28d86b19&_phsrc=cPx7398&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of mother mentioning surviving son Lester Bassett but not Roy Francis Benton - 

“Gardena (CA) Valley News & Gardena Tribune” Sunday 19 Apr 1964 p 9 
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Is this her husband Walter C. Jackson? https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/8403684:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=ab6c2853-8bd6-492c-8080-

068756b7a21c&_phsrc=cPx7484&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Sibling: 
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brother Harry Earl Benton (1893-1958) 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61257/images/41383_647350_0449-

00735?pId=303595 
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Idaho birth record of Harry Earl Benton, the couple’s 2nd child - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/150056968:8973?tid=&pid=&queryId=b98b4650-b573-45f5-8dc6-

06bc1fde0e88&_phsrc=cPx7285&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150056968:8973?tid=&pid=&queryId=b98b4650-b573-45f5-8dc6-06bc1fde0e88&_phsrc=cPx7285&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150056968:8973?tid=&pid=&queryId=b98b4650-b573-45f5-8dc6-06bc1fde0e88&_phsrc=cPx7285&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150056968:8973?tid=&pid=&queryId=b98b4650-b573-45f5-8dc6-06bc1fde0e88&_phsrc=cPx7285&_phstart=successSource
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Harry Earl Benton’s marriage in Lucas Co. OH to Mary McAfee Graham on 9 Aug 1927- 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1201632087:61378 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1201632087:61378
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Marriage to Lydia Sparks (maiden name), then name of 1st husband (?), then Buckerfield on 

14 Jan 1943 in Wayne Co. MI - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1201718207:9093 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1201718207:9093
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1201718207:9093
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Veteran headstone application for Harry Earl Benton - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_04
63-00739?pId=1411442 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_0463-00739?pId=1411442
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_0463-00739?pId=1411442
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WWI draft registration of Harry Earl Benton, claiming mother & 5-year-old brother are his 

dependents - 
regostratopmhttps://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/00524092

1_00301?pId=19512989 
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WWII draft registration of Harry Earl Benton - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004670064_03204?pId

=11333455 
 

 
 

Half-brother Lester Elles Bassett (AKA Jackson) -  
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004670064_03204?pId=11333455
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004670064_03204?pId=11333455
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Birth of Lester Elles Bassett to W.R. Bassett & Florence Mae McKenna – her 3rd child - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/L1VZ-4TW 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/L1VZ-4TW
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marriage of Lester Elles Bassett to Marie Watts on 14 Jul 1939 – mother listed as Florence 
May McKenna - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93H-

C3NF?view=index&action=view 
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WWII registration of Lester Elles Jackson on 16 Oct 1940 before being amended - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/17692228:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=2b41ca1c-1da0-4125-b8d5-

65d1dd8a95fb&_phsrc=cPx7442&_phstart=successSource 
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WWII draft registration of Lester Elles Bassett, AKA Jackson, on 16 Oct 1940 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/18108572:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=0aed2da7-8bd4-4ada-8c60-

55665e4e5bf5&_phsrc=cPx7437&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Roy Francis Benton 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
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Serial number:  250,759 
Entered service from:  Anacortes, Skagit WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Roy F. Benton 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Blanche Benton, Anacortes WA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Roy F. Benton 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Blanche Benton, 810 - 23rd St., Anacortes WA 
(PFC, 18th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Roy Francis Benton - b. 3 Aug 1893 Wardner ID; 
res: Malone, Grays Harbor WA. Single. Millman, Vance Lumber Co., Malone WA. Tall & 
slender. [Single as of 5 Jun 1917 when he registered; was married on 1 Jul 1917.]  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Roy Francis Benton - b. 3 Aug 1892 Wardner ID; 
res: 121C N. Chevy Chase, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. Contact: Geo. Comparet, 343 
Arden, Glendale CA. Employed by self at his home address. Height: 5’11” – 180 lbs. 
Registered on 25 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 8 Dec 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address: 1305 W. 8th St., Erie PA 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  3 Aug 1892 (ID birth record & WWII draft)  - 3 Aug 1893 (WWI draft & VAMI) Wardner, 
Shoshone ID [since his brother Harry Earl was born 7 Sep 1893, the Aug 1893 date is 
impossible] 
Died:  13 Nov 1972 Los Angeles CA 
Find A Grave record: 85849783 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles CA 
Cemetery: Forest Lawn Memorial Park  
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Frank Benton, Sep 1855 Kaneville, Kane IL or Springfield, Sangamon IL – listed in 
1910 census (conducted 2 May 1910). Son Roy claimed Frank was dead by the date he 
entered the Army (8 Dec 1917) on his WA state Army bonus application, and repeats he 
was deceased on his 1 Jul 1922 marriage license in PA.   
Birthdate of Sep 1855 IL in the 1900 census. Status: married, but no wife listed. 
Son of Simeon Eaton Benton (1825 NY – 1890 IL, F: 128010723) & Electa Amelia Jay (1830 
NY – 1925 IL, F: 128010393). His parents are buried in Kanesville, Kane IL. Electa Benton’s 
obituary indicated she had no surviving sons. Frank’s brother Jed Benton had also llived in 
MT, marrying Olive Stephens there in 1905.  
Frank & sons Roy & Harry live in Argenta, Beaverhead MT in the 1900 census; he is a quartz 
miner. He appears frequently in MT newspapers, particularly the “Dillon Tribune,” steadily 
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through 1904 with details of his mining operations, with the last newspaper article about 
him appearing in the “Dillon (MT) Tribune” of 22 Jun 1904.  
Is he the same Frank Benton who appears in the “Goldfield (NV) News & Weekly Tribune” 
of Friday, 28 Jul 1905 p 4, noting that he & Charles Finlay have moved from Butte MT. He is 
found in the 1910 census for Kennedy, Humboldt NV as a quartz miner, divorced 
(conducted 2 May 1910. He is the only person in the household. 
An article in the Prescott (AZ) Weekly Journal-Miner” Wednesday 29 Nov 1916 p 6 
announces that Frank Benton has moved there & his wife from Goldfield NV would be 
joining him soon. Is this him? 
Is he the Frank Benton, born 1856, died 23 Jan 1912, buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Kingman, Mohave AZ, F: 13998440? 
Find A Grave: 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/87716701/person/430159830335/facts?_phsrc=cPx7355&_phstart=succ
essSource is INCORRECT; he did not die in Louisiana. Nor is he the Frank Weber Benton 
who died in 1932 in California. 
 
Mother: Mary Margrette McKenna [AKA Florence] Benton Bassett Jackson 
Born Mar 1875 (Social Security) or ca. 1873 (NE marriage license, maybe stating she was 
older?).   
According to Social Security, she was born Mar 1875 in Lincoln, Lancaster NE.  
Social Security lists her as Mary Margrette Jackson, daughter of Peter & Mary “McKenney” 
& that her name was entered as Mary Margrette Jackson in Feb 1937. 
Died 13 Apr 1964 Los Angeles Co. CA. 
SSN 565-16-3805. 
On her NE marriage license, Mary gave a birthplace of SD; she is born in “Dakota” on son 
Lester’s 1939 marriage license. Her obituary lists her birthplace as Nevada. 
Social Security & censuses & son Lester’s birth record: born in NE. In 1910 census, born in 
MT.  
Daughter of Peter McKenna & Mary E. Kernan. 
On Roy’s Idaho birth record, listed as Mary McKenna. - Listed as Mary Margrette McKenny 
on the ID birth record of his brother, Harry Earl Benton. – She is also known as “Mamie” or 
“Mae.” Her birth surname also found as McKinna & McKinny. 
Now known as Florence Mae – except Social Security confirms her name is Mary McKenna- 
, she marries (or has a relationship) with a man named Bassett. According to data in the 
1910 census, in which W.R. & Florence Bassett claim to have been married 15 years, 
computing to ca. 1895, she was still legally married to Frank Benton at the time. Their son, 
Lester Elles Bassett, is born 11 Sep 1911 in Los Angeles Co. CA. On Lester’s CA birth 
record, his father is listed as W.R. Bassett, age 36, born OH. She is listed as Florence May 
McKenna, age 36, born NE. His birth is recorded as “legitimate.” On Lester’s 1939 CA 
marriage record, his father is listed as Charles Bassett, b. VA & his mother as Florence May 
McKenna, born “Dakota.” 
Florence, sons Roy & Earl – all with the surname Bassett – live with W.R. Bassett in Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles CA in the 1910 census. He is a salesman for a real estate company. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/87716701/person/430159830335/facts?_phsrc=cPx7355&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/87716701/person/430159830335/facts?_phsrc=cPx7355&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/87716701/person/430159830335/facts?_phsrc=cPx7355&_phstart=successSource
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Presumably, since ex-husband Frank Benton is now mining in Nevada, the two sons moved 
to their mother’s residence. 
On son Harry’s WWI draft registration (5 Jun 1917), he says his mother is Mrs. Florence 
Jackson; she & his 5-year-old “brother” (half-brother Lester presumably) are his 
dependents.  
She is listed as Mrs. Florence Jackson of 310 – 4th St., Redlands CA on Roy’s 1923 
application for WA military bonus pay. 
She is listed as Mrs. Flo Jackson of Hermosa Beach CA in 1942 on son Harry Earl Benton’s 
draft card (   ).  
Following Bassett, she is listed as married to Walter C. Jackson, age 48 (born Texas) in 
1930 & to William Jackson, age 58 (born New Mexico) in 1940 & is widowed by 1950. 
In 1930, Florence Jackson lives with husband Walter C. Jackson in Los Angeles, Los 
Angeles CA. Their son is Lester Jackson (born Bassett), age 17, b. CA. Lester registers for 
the WWII draft as Lester Elles Jackson, and then a second draft card is produced, noting 
that Lester Elles Jackson is now registered as Lester Elles Bassett. 
Walter C. & Florence M. Jackson appear in the Riverside CA city directories in the 1920s & 
1930s. 1921: Walter C. & Florence M. Jackson. Troubleman, Southern California Gas Co., 
living at 1565 Howard Ave. 1937: Walter C. & Florence Jackson, district foreman, Southern 
California Gas Co., residence: 1449 S. Orange. 1931: Walter C. & Florence Jackson, 4069 
Linwood Place, salesman. 1933: Walter C. & Florence Jackson, 4069 Linwood Place. 
In the CA voter registration list for 1928-1930, Riverside CA Precinct 40: Mrs. Florence May 
Jackson, housewife, Republican, 289 Linwood & Walter C. Jackson, Southern California 
Gas Co., Republican, 289 Linwood. 
In the 1932-1934 CA voter registration list, Mrs. Florence M. Jackson, Democrat, 4069 
Linwood – Walter C. Jackson, Democrat, 4069 Linwood, salesman. 
Might he be the Walter C. Jackson, birthdate unknown, d. 4 Mar 1937, buried in Los Angeles 
National Cemetery, Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA, F: 3720505? 
In the 1940 census for Glendale, Los Angeles Co. CA, Florence Jackson (65 NE) is the wife 
of William Jackson (58 NM), a maintenance man in a furniture store. They resided at 342A 
Riverdale. In 1935, they had lived in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. 
When son Harry registers for the WWII draft on 27 Apr 1942, he names Mrs. Flo Jackson of 
834 Palm Dr., Hermosa Beach CA, as his next-of-kin. 
In 1950, Florence M. Jackson lives in Gardena, Los Angeles CA; she is widowed, age 75, b. 
NE. 
In Florence M. Jackson’s obituary in the “Gardena (CA) Valley News & Gardena Tribune” 
Sunday 19 Apr 1964 p 9,  her surviving son is listed as Lester Bassett, but Roy Benton would 
still have been alive. 
She is buried, according to her obituary, in Holy Cross Cemetery, but there are several 
cemeteries named this in California. She was survived by son Lester Bassett. 
Find A Grave: 
Parents’ marriage: 10 Aug 1891 Adams Co. NE. Frank Benton, son of Simeon Benton & 
Electa Jay, b. IL, resident of Lawrence Co. SD, age 35 – Mamie McKenna, daughter of Peter 
McKenna & Mary E. Herman, b. NE, age 18, resident of Bute [sic/Butte] Co. SD. – The 
marriage information of 10 Aug 1891 in Adams Co. NE is repeated by Frank Benton in the 
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“Dillon (MT) Tribune” of Wednesday 23 Apr 1902 p A6 when he sues for divorce, claiming 
Mamie Benton deserted him in 1898. Frank asks for custody of their 2 sons, ages 9 & 8. The 
divorce is granted 22 May 1902 in Dillon, Beaverhead MT (“Dillon Tribune” Friday 23 May 
1902 p A1).  
 
Spouse:  Blanche Irene Vermillion Benton Uhrich, 5 Oct 1899 Baker City, Baker Co. OR – 27 
Mar 1945 Seattle, King WA.  
Daughter of John Marion Vermillion (1865 NE – 1933 IA, although Ancestry.com family trees 
list his surname as Langstaff & his 3 children’s surnames as Vermillion & Ormandia Aura 
Bartholomew Eddy (1879-1948) who married 22 May 1892 in Marion Co. OR. 
Her engagement announcement listed her as Blanche I. Vermillion. 
Blanche Vermillion Benton married Conrad R. Uhrich on 1 Oct 1920. Conrad was born 16 
Mar 18876 in Germany (now Frank, Saratov, Russia) & died.2 Feb 1964 in Riverside, 
Riverside CA. He was the son of Henry Uhrich & Marie Katherine Sitzman. Conrad is buried 
in Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA. F: 3436548 
Their son was Conrad Claude Uhich (1923 WA – 1997 NV, F: 8946258).. 
Died of breast cancer. 
Buried in Evergreen-Washelli Memorial Park, Seattle, King WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 134175969 
Marriage: 1 Jul 1917 Snohomish Co. WA. Married 1 Jul 1917 Snohomish Co. WA. Divorced 
[while he was in service] on 31 Mar 1918 [according to his PA marriage license application 
to Florence C. Johnson]. When they married, Roy was a resident of Gray’s Harbor Co. WA & 
Blanche of Skagit Co. WA. – Divorced 31 Mar 1918 (while he was at war, apparently) & 
Blanche reverted to her maiden name.  
 
Spouse: Florence Caroline Johnson Benton. 8 Jan 1902 Erie, Erie PA – 26 Nov 1962 Los 
Angeles CA.   
Daughter of Frank W. Johnson (1874-1948, F: 120338526) & Alice Louise Kuchler (1875-
1951, F: 120338448).  
Following Florence’s death, her widower Roy Benton married her younger sister, Anna 
Olive Johnson.  
Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 85849775 
Marriage:  1 Jul 1922 Erie Co. PA - PA marriage application: Roy F. Benton, age 29, son of 
Frank Benton (deceased, b. Springfield IL) & Florence McKenna Jackson (b. SD, resident of 
Redlands CA), salesman, b. Wardner ID. Married 1 Jul 1922 Erie PA. Florence C. Johnson, 
age 20, b. Erie PA, daughter of Frank Johnson (b. Meadville, Crawford PA, resident of Erie 
PA) & Alice Kuchler [also found as Kuckler] (b. Erie PA, resident Erie PA).  Her 1st marriage, 
his 2nd marriage [divorced 31 Mar 1918]. Both Roy & Florence reside at 1011 Washington 
Place, Erie PA.  
 
Spouse: Anna Olive Johnson Benton, 13 Oct 1909 Erie, Erie PA -  16 Sep 1991  CA (a 
resident of Glendale, Los Angeles CA). 
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Daughter of Frank W. Johnson (1874-1948, F: 120338526) & Alice Louise Kuchler (1875-
1951, F: 120338448).  
Her older sister Florence Johnson had been married to Roy Benton; when he was widowed, 
he married Anna. 
Buried in Erie Cemetery, Erie, Erie PA. 
Find A Grave: 120093119 
Marriage: Roy was listed with wife Florence in the Riverside CA city directory until 1962, the 
year she died, residing at 411 ½ Adams. In the 1965 city directory, he was not listed with a 
wife. In 1967, Roy began to be listed with wife Anna. 
 
 
Children: by wife Florence Caroline Johnson 

• Betty C. Benton Lawrence, 26 Jul 1923 Alameda Co. CA -   Mother’s maiden 
surname: Johnson. Had the surname of “Lawrence” & resident of Eugene OR in 
1994 when her brother died. – Might she be the Bettie J. Benton who married 
Dorman Ulysses Lawrence on 17 Oct 1970 in Reno, Washoe NV? Dorman was born 
17 May 1920 in Basalt CO, the son of William Spencer Lawrence (1893-1943) & 
Nancy Jane Daughtery (1891-1971), who had married Mary E. Newcomb, who died 
in 1977? 

• Willard Earl Benton, 1 Dec 1927 Erie Co. PA – 30 Aug 1994 Roseville, Placer CA. 
Married 19 Feb 1949 Los Angeles CA, age 21, son of Roy F. Benton & Florence 
Johnson. Obituary: “Roseville (CA) Press-Tribune” 4 Sep 1994 p 10 – Born 1 Dec 
1927 Erie PA – d. at his home in Roseville CA on 30 Aug 1994 at age 66. Lived in 
Roseville since 1980, formerly lived for 42 years in Glendale CA. Retired self-
employed engineering contractor. Operated Benton Backhoe Service, retiring in 
1980 after 40 years in the backhoe business. US Navy veteran of WWII & the Korean 
Conflict. Survived by 5 sons & sister, Bettie Lawrence of Eugene OR. Buried in 
Greenwood Memorial Park, San Diego, San Diego CA. F: 180002419 

 
Sibling: 

• Harry Earl Benton, 7 Sep 1893 Wallace, Shoshone ID – 2 Sep 1958 Detroit, Wayne 
MI. Idaho births: b. 7 Sep 1893 Wallace, Shoshone IA to Frank Benton, 35 IL, ca. 
1858, and Mary Margrette McKenny, 19 NE. On his WWI draft card, he is a resident 
at 1213 Dewey Ave., Los Angeles CA, single, with a dependent mother and 5-year-
old brother. He was a mechanic at Appeal Mfg. & Jobbing Co. & had 3 years’ 
experience in the CA Battery A as a mechanic. -  Married Mary McAfee Graham on 9 
Aug 1927 in MI. She had been previously married to Roy S. Graham; she was the 
daughter of Samuel A. & Cela McAfee. - On his WWII draft card (27 Apr 1942), he 
resides at 8055 Mt. Elliott, Detroit MI; his next-of-kin Mrs. Flo Jackson, 834 Palm Dr., 
Hermosa Beach CA. – On 14 June 1943 in Wayne Co. MI, Harry E. Benton married 
Lydia Sparks [1st husband’s name] Buckerfield, age 45, born England, on 14 Jun 
1943 in Wayne Co. MI. Harry was age 49, born ID, resident of Detroit MI, married 
once before, son of Frank Benton & Mae McKenna. Buried in Gethsemane 
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Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI, according to his veteran headstone application, but is 
not on Find A Grave as of 22 Jan 2024.   

 
Half-brother: his mother Mary/Mamie/Florence’s son by  

• Lester Elles Bassett, later Jackson, reverted to Bassett, 11 Sep 1911 CA – Jun 1976. 
– He is listed as the 3rd child, with 3 living, of Florence May McKenna, 36, born OH, 
Married Marie Watts on 17 Jul 1939 in CA. – On 16 Oct 1940, Lester had two WWII 
draft registration cards, one in the name of Lester Elles Jackson & one as Lester 
Elles Bassett. The Bassett card noted Lester had used the name Jackson while in 
the ROTC reserve. His wife on both cards was listed as Mrs. William Marie Bassett 
[no use of Jackson].- Married Jewell S. Urquhart in Los Angeles Co. CA on 29 Mar 
1949. Buried with surname Bassett in Los Angeles National Cemetery, Los Angeles, 
Los Angeles CA. F: 3688011 

 
Notes: 
 
Ancestry.com records confuse Roy Francis Benton with LeRoy Joseph Benton of Louisiana, 
son of Frank Judson Benton & Mary Victoria Battalore, born 5 Dec 1904. 
Christened 8 Jul 1894 (ID birth record). 
 
Much information is found in the WA, WWI Veteran’s Compensation Fund Application 
Records. There are several records in this file, as the state of Washington was arguing that 
Roy was a resident of Oregon when he joined the Army, and therefore not eligible for WA 
funds. 
 
Filed: 7 Jul 1923 Oakland, Alameda CA. File #61430 
Roy Francis Benton, serial 250759. 
Drafted while a resident of Malone WA. [agrees with WWI draft registration] 
Resident of 1501 Brush St., Oakland CA. 
Born 1893 Wardner ID. Age 30. Was a resident of WA for 6 years before joining Army. 
Occupation: salesman, at 470 – 13th St., Room 6, Oakland CA. Employed by W. & H. Walker 
Inc., Pittsburgh PA. 
At the time of Roy’s induction in the Army, his father, Frank Benton, was deceased. 
At the time of his induction, his mother, Florence Jackson lived in Los Angeles CA. 
Currently, she resides at 310 – 4th St., Redlands CA.  
At the time of his enlistment, he was married to Blanche Benton, Anacortes WA.  
At the time of his enlistment, he was a private in the 20th Engineers. 
At the time of his discharge, he was a private 1st class, 18th Co., 20th Engineers . 
Entered the Army 6 Dec 1917 at Portland OR. Reported for duty 7 Dec 1917 at Vancouver 
Barracks WA. Discharged 11 Jun 1919 at Camp Lewis WA.  
 
Attesting to Roy’s identity was H.B. Dollar, on 11 Jul 1923 in Malone WA. The auditor of 
Grays Harbor Co. OR, W.D. Campbell, attested to the identity of H.B. Dollar. 
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A letter was sent from the Vance Lumber Co. [his employer on his WWI draft registration of 
5 Jun 1917] in response to a letter of inquiry dated 11 Jul 1923 from the WA Veterans’ 
Compensation Department. Vance Lumber had checked its employee records & 
confirmed that Roy Benton had been their employee from 13 Dec 1916 up to & including 1 
Dec 1917. 
 
The WA Veterans’ Compensation Board in questioned the Malone WA residence (on 26 Jul 
1923], noting that Roy had given Portland OR as his place of residence when he enlisted.  
 
On 8 Sep 1923, Roy, a resident of 1501 Brush St., Oakland CA, says that he was employed 
by Vance Lumber Co. in WA and was only absent 1 day from the state of WA prior to his 
enlistment. 
 
The Adjutant General of the US Army on 20 Sep 1923 said Roy’s service should be credited 
to Oregon instead of Washington. Note that on this form, the birth year of 1893 which is 
typed is crossed off and “1892” added. The typed enlistment date of 7 Dec 1917 has the 
“7” crossed off and “8” added.  
 
Roy was paid $270 for 18 months, 5 days of service on 18 Jul 1923. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 548-20-9721 
 
Censuses: 
 
1860 Kaneville, Kane IL – his father Frank 
Simeon Benton, 35 NY 
Electa, 20 NY 
Frank, 4 IL 
Martha, 3 IL 
 
1870 Kaneville, Kane IL – his father Frank 
Simeon Benton, 45 NY 
Electa, 37 NY [wife] 
Frank, 15 IL 
& other children. 
 
1880 East River Mines, Gunnison Co. CO – line 41 – his father Frank 
Frank Benton, 24 IL, father b. NY, mother b. OH, single, prospector 
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1900 Argenta township, Beaverhead MT 
Frank Benton, 44 IL, Sep 1855, parents b. NY, married [but no wife listed] and answered 
“unknown” when asked how long he was married, quartz miner 
Roy, 7 ID, Aug 1892, father b. IL, mother b. NE 
Earl, 6 ID, Sep 1893, father b. IL, mother b. NE 
 
1900 Virtue, Baker OR – Roy’s 1st wife-to-be, Blanche Vermillion 
John M. Vermillion, 34 NE, Nov 1865, father b. OH, mother b. MO, married 8 years, gold 
miner 
Ora, 26 IA, Apr 1874, father b. VT, mother b. NY, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Blanche, 2 months OR, Oct 1899  
& Blanche’s 2 older siblings 
 
1910 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 10th St. – Roy “Bassett”, brother Earl, mother 
“Florence” & her husband W.R. Bassett – conducted 18 Apr 1910 
W.R. Bassett, 34 OH, father b. IL, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 15 years, 
salesman, real estate company 
Florence H. Bassett, 34 MT, parents b. Scotland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 
are living [wife – in 2nd marriage] 
Roy Bassett, 15 ID, salesman, millinery 
Earl Bassett, 14 ID 
The 4 are lodgers with A.H. McKnight.  
 
1910 Kennedy, Humboldt NV – line 43 – his father Frank – conducted 2 May 1910 
Frank Benton, 54 IL, parents b. NY, divorced, miner, quartz miner [head of household] 
 
1910 Erie, Erie PA – 1234 – 10th St. – his 2 future wives, Florence & Anna Johnson – 
conducted 2 Apr 1910 
Frank W. Johnson, 36 PA, molder, Bales Engineer Co. 
Alice L., 35 PA, father b. NY, mother b. Germany 
Russell W., 11 PA 
Florence C., 8 PA [Roy’s 2nd wife] 
Willard H., 4 PA 
Anna O., 6 months PA [Roy’s 3rd wife]  
 
1920 Venice, Los Angeles CA – line 17 
Leroy F. Benton, 27 ID, father b. IL, mother b. SD, married, scene shifter, motion picture 
studio 
[wife not listed] 
Lodger with Edward & Florence Savage 
 
1930 Erie, Erie PA – 1735 Meuse St. 
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Roy F. Benton, 37 ID, father b. US, mother b. SD, age 29 at 1st marriage, molder, steam-
shovel works, WWI veteran 
Florence, 28 PA, father b. PA, mother b. NY, age 20 at 1st marriage 
Betty, 6 CA 
Billie, 2 PA [male] 
 
1930 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – 2259 Balfour – his mother & half-brother 
Walter C. Jackson, 48 TX, father b. KS, mother b. TX, age 30 at 1st marriage, partner, grocery 
Florence M. Jackson, 53 NE, father b. Scotland, mother b. MI, partner, grocery [wife] 
Lester E. Jackson, 17 CA [son -i.e. Lester Elles Bassett] 
 
1930 Seattle, King WA – 525 – 82nd – his ex-wife Blanche Vermillion, remarried 
Conrad Uhrich, 43 Germany, parents b. Germany, age 33 at 1st marriage, motorman, 
S.R.R., WWI veteran 
Blanche I., 30 OR, father b. IA, mother b. MN, age 20 at 1st marriage, housewife 
Conrad C., 6 WA 
 
1940 Glendale, Los Angeles CA – 121C N. Chevy Chase Dr. – 1935 resided in Erie, Erie Co. 
PA 
Roy F. Benton, 47 ID, owner, bakery extracts manufacturer 
Florence C., 38 PA 
Betty, 16 CA 
Willard E., 12 PA 
 
1940 Glendale, Los Angeles CA – 342A Riverdale – in 1935 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA - 
his mother Mary/Mamie/Florence 
William Jackson, 58 NM, maintenance man, furniture store 
Florence, 65 NE 
 
1950 Glendale, Los Angeles CA – 8057 Colorado, downstairs 
Roy F. Benton, 57 ID, bartender, service club 
Florence, 48 PA 
 
1950 Gardena, Los Angeles CA – 16820 Vermont Ave. - his mother Mary/Mamie/Florence 
Florence M. Jackson, 75 NE, widow, occupation left blank 
 
 


