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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Benson, Herbert Edwin 
1894 MN – 1968 AZ 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2S86-

B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCP-
BWXR&action=view 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPT3-M1CT 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/314936:8704?tid=&pid=&queryId=6aca4b05-6855-4263-bd56-
494d7ed0cde8&_phsrc=cPx7192&_phstart=successSource 

 

”Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Wednesday 21 Aug 1968 p 22 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/314936:8704?tid=&pid=&queryId=6aca4b05-6855-4263-bd56-494d7ed0cde8&_phsrc=cPx7192&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/314936:8704?tid=&pid=&queryId=6aca4b05-6855-4263-bd56-494d7ed0cde8&_phsrc=cPx7192&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/314936:8704?tid=&pid=&queryId=6aca4b05-6855-4263-bd56-494d7ed0cde8&_phsrc=cPx7192&_phstart=successSource
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“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Thursday 22 Aug 1968 p 15 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2749125:2375 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2749125:2375
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/284962:1200 

 
Life: 

 
 

 

 
Gave Marion MT as his 5 Jun 1917 draft registration address - “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell 

MT) Saturday 21 Jul 1917 p 4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/284962:1200
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“Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 

 
Siblings: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XPXN-PTL 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XPXN-PTL


9 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XPXJ-6BS 
 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XPXJ-6BS
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/L7XF-FW8 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194253463:2238 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/194253463:2238
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/573140:61535?tid=&pid=&queryId=5577f734-cea1-4f4e-af17-
90c3160ce232&_phsrc=cPx7213&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Rochester (NY) Democrat & Chronicle” Thursday 23 Feb 1956 p 25 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Herbert Edwin Benson 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/573140:61535?tid=&pid=&queryId=5577f734-cea1-4f4e-af17-90c3160ce232&_phsrc=cPx7213&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/573140:61535?tid=&pid=&queryId=5577f734-cea1-4f4e-af17-90c3160ce232&_phsrc=cPx7213&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/573140:61535?tid=&pid=&queryId=5577f734-cea1-4f4e-af17-90c3160ce232&_phsrc=cPx7213&_phstart=successSource
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Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. HQ - private 
Serial number:  250,235 
Entered service from:  St. Paul, Ramsey MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Herbert E. Benson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father [error: father John was deceased, this is his brother] Roy 
Benson, 752 East Rose St., St. Paul MN  
Returned from war on: on "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Herbert E. Benson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Roy E. Benson, 752 Rose St., St. Paul MN (pvt, 
HQ Det., 6th Bn, 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Herbert Benson - b. 21 Oct 1894 St. Paul MN; res: 
St. Paul MN; registered Flathead Co. MT . Single. Employed as timber cruiser for Northern 
Pacific Railway, Marion MT. Short in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Herbert Edwin Benson - b. 21 Oct 1894 St. Paul 
MN; res: 1821 Grand Ave., Phoenix, Maricopa AZ (contact Jewell Sampson Taylor of same 
address). Employed at Curlys Cook House, Bellmont, Coconino AZ. Was 5’4 ½” and 133 
pounds. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Herbert Edwin Benson & Herbert Benson 
Enlisted 15 Dec 1917 
Discharged 8 Jun 1919 
Address: Helena MT 
Rank/unit: private, HQ Detachment, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  21 Oct 1894 St. Paul, Ramsey MN 
Died: 20 Aug 1968 Phoenix, Maricopa AZ (Phoenix Veterans Administration Hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 22003198 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Prescott, Yavapai AZ 
Cemetery: Prescott National 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Minnesota Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father: John A. Benson, 2 Aug 1860 Sweden - 14 Feb 1915 St. Paul, Ramsey MN. MN 
deaths: age 54, married, boxmaker, son of Jonas & Anna Benson. 
Buried in Union Cemetery, Maplewood, Ramsey MN Grave is unmarked. 
Find A Grave: 146601463 
 
Mother: Ida D. Erickson Benson, 6 Feb 1864 Sweden – 22 Nov 1916 St. Paul, Ramsey MN. 
MN deaths: daughter of Erick Erickson & Clara Bustrom/Bystrom. 
Buried in Union Cemetery, Maplewood, Ramsey MN. 
Find A Grave: 146601457 
Parents’ marriage: 
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Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Mable C. Benson, 5 Nov 1891 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 15 Dec 1915 St. Paul, Ramsey 
MN. At time of death: daughter of John Benson & Ida Erickson, both b. Sweden. 
Resident of 1129 Payne Ave., St. Paul, Age 24, single, telephone operator. Buried 
with parents in Union Cemetery, Maplewood, Ramsey MN.  F: 146601477 

• Roy Walter. Benson, 12 Oct 1900 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 17 Feb 1956 Rochester, 
Monroe NY. – In the 1930 census, Roy (29 MN, single) a land surveyor, parents b. 
Sweden, is a lodger with Joe & Vivian Ackerman at 23 N. Ann St., Chicago, Cook IL. – 
In 1930,  In May 1932, when Herbert is admitted to the Sawtelle CA Home for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, he gives Roy as his next-of-kin but  indicates he does 
not know Roy’s address. – When he registers for the WWII draft on 26 Feb 1942, his 
address is given as 100 W. 45th St., NYC, NY, which is crossed off, then that is 
crossed off, with various notes that are also crossed off: next-of-kin Miss Ann Hall of 
the same address, employment at Phils Recreation, 1165 – 6th Ave., NYC, NY, then a 
date of 5/8/41 for the 1165 – 6th Ave. address, with “bowling alley” added. He is 5’6” 
& weights 145 lbs. - In1950, Roy W. Benson, 49 MN, never married, is employed at 
the Iola Sanitorium as a kitchen helper in the hospital. He is a “partner” (roommate) 
of George C. Elkins, 70 MA, never married, employed in the same job. – Roy’s 
obituary mentions his surviving brother, Herbert E. Benson, in St. Paul MN. Buried in 
Mount Hope Cemetery, Rochester, Monroe MN. F: 138386631 

• And 2 siblings deceased between 1900 & 1910 censuses. One appears to be a boy, 
born 27 Aug 1889 in St. Paul, Ramsey MN. Although the parents of a girl born 2 Dec 
1889 in St. Paul, Ramsey MN also are listed as John & Ida Benson, she appears to be 
the Alice Victoria Benson who lives until 1936 & has different siblings in census 
records.  

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: in Sawtelle CA veterans hospital 6 May 1932. NOK brother Roy, "address 
unknown". Age 37, b. St. Paul MN, enlisted 15 Dec 1917 in St. Paul, private, HQ Bn, Co Det, 
6th BN, 20th Engr. Discharged 8 Jun 1919 Camp Dodge IA. Fracture of tibia, old – limitation of 
motion of left knee – arthritis left knee joint. Protestant. Single.  
 
Obituary: 
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AZ death record – died of bronchogenic carcinoma, right upper lobe, with multiple 
metastases 
 
Social Security number: 568-09-4485 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 1129 Payne Ave. 
John Benson, 39 Sweden, Aug 1860, parents b. Sweden, married 13 years, emigrated 1887, 
spent 13 years in US, masseur 
Ida, 36 Sweden, Feb 1864, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1887, spent 13 years in US, gave 
birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Mabel, 8 MN, Nov 1891, at school 
Herbert, 5 MN, Oct 1894 
 
1905 MN state census – St. Paul, Ramsey MN – conducted 16 Jun 1905 
John A. Benson, 41 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, box maker 
Ida D., 40 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, house wife 
Mabel C., 17 MN 
Herbert E., 10 MN 
Roy G., 4 MN 
 
1910 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 1129 Payne Ave. 
John Benson, 50 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, in 1st marriage, married 23 years, emigrated 
1887, box maker, fur store 
Ida, 46 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1887, gave birth to 5 
children, 3 are living 
Mabel, 18 MN 
Herbert, 15 MN 
Roy, 9 MN 
 
1920 Seattle, King WA – Mitchell Hotel, 605 Second Ave. – line 32 
Herbert E. Benson, 25 MN, single, lodger, parents b. Sweden, salesman, mining stocks 
Head of household: Alex C. Mitchell, 45 NC, his wife & daughter & 48 male & female 
lodgers 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 cannot locate 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 
 


