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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Bennight, Joseph Benton (Sr.) 
1895 TX – 1971 TX 

 
 
             

  
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2SPK-
1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCG-
3N7T&action=view 
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TX WWI Records: serial 250231. Born Bastrop TX. Resident of San Augustine Co. 
[handwritten correction to typed “St. Augustine County.” Inducted St. Augustine [sic] 19 

Sep 1917, age 22 years, 1 month. Battery A, 344 FA to 15 Dec 1917, HQ Det, 6 Bn, 20 Engrs 
to discharge. Private – cook 6 Jul 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 28 May 1919. Discharged 

11 Jun 1919.- https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-396P-
Y?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-8B2K&action=view 
 
 

Life: 
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Excerpt – “Houston (TX) Post” Friday 4 Jan 1918 p 5 

 

 

 
“Nashville (TN) Banner” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Taylor (TX) Daily Press” Tuesday 10 Nov 1942 p 2 

 
Wife: 

 
 

 
TX death record of Lottie Alma Keller Bennight - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062702-
01712?pId=35650 
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Obituary of Lottie Alma Keller Bennight – “Orange (TX) Leader” Wednesday 3 Nov 1965 p 3 
 

Children: 
 

 
Daughter Bernice Bennight Luther (1921-2004) – Find A Grave 107085382 
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Daughter Lottie Verline Bennight Adcock (1923-2012) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V8CX-MDY 
 
 

 
TX death record of son Joseph Benton Bennight Jr. (1925-1954) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062442-
02895?pId=21807968 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062442-02895?pId=21807968
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062442-02895?pId=21807968
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Joseph Benton Bennight Jr. – Beaumont (TX) High School yearbook, 1940 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b193554-
00067?pId=371774009 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 16 Apr 1954 p 5 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b193554-00067?pId=371774009
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b193554-00067?pId=371774009
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Baby girl Bennight, born & died 16 Aug 1925 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GY14-
9598?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK37K-

DS3&action=view 
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Daughter Eva Joyce Bennight Stivner (1930-2020) – Find A Grave 208671294 

 
 

 
TX death record of Eva - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:939K-7HSF-

2X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVXMZ-33S&action=view 
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Eva Joyce Bennight, Beaumont (TX) High School, 1948 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b191898-
00016?pId=354323172 

 
Father: 
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George Ancil Bennight – left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/10395058/person/102368969908/media/92ecdde1-eb20-485b-992d-
10c6d0001ce3 and right:   

One of the young men pictured is George Ancil Bennett - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/31281212/person/12411419942/media/647762e4-5564-
48e9-b2e3-aa6dbd683698?queryId=51cfb640-290b-42bb-8422-

d93d1c522213&_phsrc=cPx7185&_phstart=successSource  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/10395058/person/102368969908/media/92ecdde1-eb20-485b-992d-10c6d0001ce3
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/10395058/person/102368969908/media/92ecdde1-eb20-485b-992d-10c6d0001ce3
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/10395058/person/102368969908/media/92ecdde1-eb20-485b-992d-10c6d0001ce3
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/31281212/person/12411419942/media/647762e4-5564-48e9-b2e3-aa6dbd683698?queryId=51cfb640-290b-42bb-8422-d93d1c522213&_phsrc=cPx7185&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/31281212/person/12411419942/media/647762e4-5564-48e9-b2e3-aa6dbd683698?queryId=51cfb640-290b-42bb-8422-d93d1c522213&_phsrc=cPx7185&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/31281212/person/12411419942/media/647762e4-5564-48e9-b2e3-aa6dbd683698?queryId=51cfb640-290b-42bb-8422-d93d1c522213&_phsrc=cPx7185&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/31281212/person/12411419942/media/647762e4-5564-48e9-b2e3-aa6dbd683698?queryId=51cfb640-290b-42bb-8422-d93d1c522213&_phsrc=cPx7185&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record (faded copy) of father Joseph Benton Bennight Sr. - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062241-
02305?pId=21597491 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Father George Ancil Bennight & mother Martha Francis Watson Bennight, ca. 1940 – Find A 

Grave 75552670 
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Siblings: 

 

 

 
Brother George Ancel (Ancie) Bennight (1897-1917) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4992165:4876?tid=10395058&pid=102369742767&queryId=ca58376e-7df3-

4dde-abe7-aaf0591eed32&_phsrc=cPx7152&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
TX death record of “Ancell Bennight” - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_B061831-
00245?pId=40006721 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4992165:4876?tid=10395058&pid=102369742767&queryId=ca58376e-7df3-4dde-abe7-aaf0591eed32&_phsrc=cPx7152&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4992165:4876?tid=10395058&pid=102369742767&queryId=ca58376e-7df3-4dde-abe7-aaf0591eed32&_phsrc=cPx7152&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4992165:4876?tid=10395058&pid=102369742767&queryId=ca58376e-7df3-4dde-abe7-aaf0591eed32&_phsrc=cPx7152&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Jerome William Bennight (1900-1977) – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063006-
03710?pId=1286343 
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Sister Martha Francis Bennight Cole ( 1904-1992) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/10395058/person/102369011687/media/c177d4b4-e376-4a0a-bf6e-
f5cfb46995d2 

 



16 
 

 
Sister Bertha Lee Bennight Hunt (1911-1942) – Find A Grave 68562899 
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Bertha Lee Bennight Hunt – Find A Grave 68562899 

 

 
TX death record of Bertha Lee Bennight Hunt - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062220-
02803?pId=24064711 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062220-02803?pId=24064711
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062220-02803?pId=24064711
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Sister Ethel Edna Bennight Taylorfoote? DeSlatte (1916-1973) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/621829:2272?tid=10395058&pid=102369011690&queryId=07b2f13e-9a8a-

4e3e-a69a-facf4faa03d3&_phsrc=cPx7169&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/621829:2272?tid=10395058&pid=102369011690&queryId=07b2f13e-9a8a-4e3e-a69a-facf4faa03d3&_phsrc=cPx7169&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/621829:2272?tid=10395058&pid=102369011690&queryId=07b2f13e-9a8a-4e3e-a69a-facf4faa03d3&_phsrc=cPx7169&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/621829:2272?tid=10395058&pid=102369011690&queryId=07b2f13e-9a8a-4e3e-a69a-facf4faa03d3&_phsrc=cPx7169&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/32874078/person/322031266790/facts?_phsrc=cPx7172&_phstart=succ

essSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/32874078/person/322031266790/facts?_phsrc=cPx7171&_phstart=succ
essSource 

 
 

 
Sister Emmieline Bennight Evans Sedtal (1920-2001) – Find A Grave 18576129 

 

https://www.genealogybuff.com/tx/tx-jasper-obits8.htm 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/926884405:9168 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/494203628:8794 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/926884405:9168
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/494203628:8794
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sister Bernice Bennight Luther (1921-2004) – Beaumont (TX) High School yearbook 1938 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/358611162:1265 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name variations: Joseph Benton Bennight (Sr.) 
Military: Benton Bennight 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. HQ - private 
Serial number:  250,231 
Entered service from:  Steep Creek, San Augustine TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Joseph B. Bennight 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father G.A. Bennight, Steep Creek TX 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph B. Bennight 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Mattie Bennight, Steep Creek TX (cook, HQ 
Det., 6th Bn, 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): b. 8 Aug 1895 Yawonaba TX; res: Steep Creek, San 
Augustine TX. Wife – married. Occupation: saw milling, Kirby Lumber Co. at Steep Creek 
TX. Claims exemption from draft due to wife. 
World War II draft registration (1942): b. 9 Aug 1895 Bastrop TX; res: 2755 French Rd., 
Beaumont, Jefferson TX. NOK Mrs. Joseph Bennight of same address. Self-employed floor 
sanding contractor. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address: Bessmay TX 
Rank/unit: cook, HQ Det Dem Gp 
 
Birth & death: 
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Born:  8 Aug 1895 Bastrop Co. TX (9 Aug 1895 on WWII draft card) (place of birth also found 
as Yawonaba - spelling? - TX 
Died: 20 Sep 1971 Pleasant, Jefferson TX 
Find A Grave record: 107121409 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Beaumont, Jefferson TX 
Cemetery: Forest Lawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: George Ancel (Ancil) (“Joe”) Bennight, 12 Jul 1869 Freestone TX – 7 Aug 1943 
Beaumont, Jefferson TX. (alternate death date: 13 Aug 1943).  
Son of Joseph Buchannon Bennight (1833-1904) & Sarah A. Ward Burns (1850-1882). 
Cowboy & cook on trail drives; met Martha on a trail drive when he assisted in the burial of 
her younger brother. He was age 15, she was 17 when they met. George lost his sight in a 
sawmill. Died of Bright’s disease. 
Buried in Bean Cemetery, Kirbyville, Jasper TX. 
Find A Grave:  75552544 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/10395058/person/102368969908/facts 
 
Mother: Martha Francis (“Mattie”) Watson Bennight, also found spelled Frances. 22 Mar 
1877 Pine Apple, Wilcox AL – 28 Jul 1942 Kirbyville, Jasper TX. First name also found 
spelled “Frances.”  
Daughter of George Washington Watson (1849-1929) & Rosetta E. (Rosa/Rose) Casey. 
Buried in Bean Cemetery, Kirbyville, Jasper TX. 
Find A Grave: 75552670 
Parents’ marriage: 11 Jul 1894. 
 
Spouse:  Lottie Alma Keller Bennight, 1903 Bronson, Sabine Co. TX – 2 Nov 1965 
Beaumont, Jefferson TX. Daughter of Isaac Keller & Delia McBride.   
TX death records: dead on arrival at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Beaumont. Resident of 2655 
Delaware, Beaumont.  
Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home, Beaumont, Jefferson TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 107121408 
Marriage: ca. 1920  
 
Children: 

• Bernice Bennight Luther, 10 Jul 1921 Jasper, Jasper TX – 24 Nov 2004 Beaumont, 
Jefferson TX. Wife of William Doyle Luther (1918-1987) whom she married 13 Jan 
1940 in Jefferson Co. TX.  Buried in same cemetery as her parents & brother – Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park & Funeral Home, Beaumont, Jefferson TX. F: 107085382 

• Lottie Verline Bennight Adcock, 19 Dec 1923 Bessmay, Jasper TX – 8 May 2012 
Silsbee, Hardin TX. Wife of Foy Nelson Adcock, Sr. (1928-2004, F: 11203513) whom 
Lottie married 4 Jun 1953 in Jefferson Co. TX. Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park & 
Funeral Home, Beaumont, Jefferson TX. F: 89878888 
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• Joseph Benton Bennight, Jr., 16 Aug 1925 (tombstone) or 1926 (TX death certificate) 
Beaumont, Jefferson TX – 15 Apr 1954 Beaumont, Jefferson TX. Salesman & truck 
driver for Taystee Bread. Died at age 27 about 10 hours after his truck hit a bridge, 
overturned & started on fire. He died from shock with first-, second- and third-
degree burns over 90% of his body. Husband of Ethel Ruth Baxter, buried as Ruth 
Bennight (1927-1992, F: 107121406), although Ruth Bennight married 25 Dec 1957 
in Jefferson Co. TX to James David Bostick.  - Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park & 
Funeral Home, Beaumont, Jefferson TX with parents & sister. F: 107121407 

• Girl Bennight, born & died 2 Jul 1926 in Beaumont, Jefferson TX. Joseph & Lottie 
were residents of 1402 Avenue “F” in Beaumont at the time of her premature birth. 
A six-month fetus. Her TX death certificate lists her as “no name” female baby 
Bennight. Buried in Magnolia Cemetery, Beaumont, Jefferson TX on 3 Jul 1926. No 
Find A Grave record.  

• Eva Joyce Bennight Stivner, 13 Feb 1930 Houston, Harris TX – 1 Apr 2020 Hemphill, 
Sabine TX. At the time of her birth, Joseph Bennight & Lottie (Keller) Bennight were 
residing at 1535 Oxford St., Houston, Joseph age 34, Lottie age 27. She was Lottie’s 
5th child, with 4 now living. As “Joyce Stivner,” married Daniel R. Stivner on 15 Mar 
1995 in San Augustine Co. TX, he age 53, she age 65. Cremated. F: 208671294 

 
Siblings: (pieced together from various online family genealogies; errors may exist - 
https://www.geni.com/people/George-Bennight/5657985857970057102 and 
https://www.genealogy.com/ftm/w/a/t/James-C-Watson-Spicewood/GENE4-0001.html). 
Joseph was the oldest child. 

• George Ancel/Ancie/Ancle (“Ancie”) Bennight, Jr., 1 Jan 1897 TX – 5 Dec 1917 
Sabine, Gregg TX. Body was removed to Branson (Bronson?) TX. He was a mill 
laborer, working in a mill. The cause of death reads something like “F?G?ram? a l--- 
ones (?) ?hot heart.”  

• Clarence Virgil/Vergil Bennight, 28 Sep 1898 TX – 18 Mar 1899 or 13 Sep 1917. 
• William Jerome (“Bill”) Bennight, 10 Jan 1900 Garison [sic] TX – 11 May 1977 

Houston, Harris TX. Also found as Jerome William Bennight. Died of respiratory 
failure. Was a floor finishing contractor. Married 3 Oct 1919 in Steep Creek, San 
Augustine TX to Allie Faye Coats (1904-1996). Buried in Earthman Resthaven 
Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 75638410 

• Mellie Mae/May Bennight, 2 Jul 1902 TX -  
• Martha Francis (“Fannie”) Bennight Cole, 17 Dec 1904 LA – 18 Aug 1992. Wife of 

Laney Cole (1893-1970, F: 93093608) whom she married in 1922. Listed as mother 
of Juanita Bennight & Sandra Carrol Cole on her Find A Grave record. Buried in Bean 
Cemetery, Kirbyville, Jasper TX. F: 93093632.  

• Mary Alma or Almir or Almer Bennight, 1908 LA -     Listed with family in 1910 census. 
• Bertha Lee Bennight Hunt, 16 Feb 1911 Kirbyville, Jasper TX – 19 Jun 1942 

Beaumont, Jefferson TX. She was unmarried in the 1930 census. - Married to Vernon 
Bean, with whom she had a son, Robert Lee Bean. - Married John F. Hunt on 24 Feb 
1941 in Jefferson Co. TX. - From Her Find A Grave record: Wife of John F. Hunt, ill a 

https://www.geni.com/people/George-Bennight/5657985857970057102
https://www.genealogy.com/ftm/w/a/t/James-C-Watson-Spicewood/GENE4-0001.html
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long time. Her husband, a merchant marine, had been in foreign waters some time 
at the time of her death. She was survived by 4 sisters: Mrs. Emaline Sedtal (Port 
Arthur TX), Mrs. Earl Herring, Mrs. Taylor Foote & Mrs. Laney Cole (all Kirbyville) & 2 
brothers: Benton Benight [sic] (Beamont TX) & Willie Benight (Houston) & her 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. George Benight of Kirbyville. Buried in Bean Cemetery with her 
parents. F:  68562899. 

• Velma Melvira Bennight Herrin, 13 Jun 1913 White Rock, Hunt TX – 9 Dec 1986 
Kirbyville, Jefferson TX. Wife of Earl Anderson Herrin, Sr. (1907-1984, F: 17926855) 
whom she married 3 Jul 1920. Buried in Bean Cemetery, Kirbyville, Jasper TX. F: 
17926863 

• Ethel Edna Bennight [Taylorfoot/Taylor Foote?] Seymour DeSlatte (also found 
spelled Desalotte), 26 Apr 1916 Steep Creek, San Augustine Co. TX [Find A Grave: 
24 Jun 1913 Louisiana) – 26 Apr 1973 Port Arthur, Jefferson TX. Listed as Mrs. Taylor 
Foote in father’s obituary. [Could not locate obituary in Jan 2024.] – Ethel Bennight 
married on 18 Oct 1943 in Jefferson Co. TX to J.W. Seymour. - Wife of Robert A. 
DeSlatte (1912-1978, F: 64967228), whom she married 24 Apr 1948 in Orange Co. 
TX with the name of Ethel Edna Seymour . TX deaths: resident 4201 Ninth Ave., Port 
Arthur TX, 30 years a Port Arthur resident, d. at St. Mary’s Hospital, Port Arthur, age 
57, married, informant Robert J. Deslatte. Buried in Greenlawn Memorial Park, 
Groves, Jefferson TX.  F: 64967345 

• Emmieline (Emaline/Emaline) Bennight Sedtal Evans, 24 Oct 1920 Call, Newton TX – 
21 Jan 2001 Robstown, Nueces TX. Wife of Clarence Sedtal (1917-1988, F: 
79880938). They had son Charles Edward Sedtal, b. 29 Apr 1946 Jefferson Co. TX. – 
Married Thaddeus Felix Evans Sr. (1908-1982, F: 5562085) on 28 Feb 1968. This 
marriage was not recorded until 28 Jan 2002. They divorced 20 Nov 1969 in Jefferson 
Co. TX. She was a nurse Died with surname Evans. Cremated. F: 18576129 

 
Occupation of paperhanger when daughter Eva Joyce born in Houston TX on 13 Feb 1930. 
 
Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/10395058/person/102369011694/facts 
 
Prewar: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
TX Deaths: resident of 2655 Delaware, Beaumont, Jefferson TX. Died at Baptist Hospital, 
Beaumont, Jefferson TX. Widowed, age 76. Contractor, floor sanding. Father: George Ancel 
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Bennight, mother’s surname Watson. WWI Army veteran. SSN 454-32-3878A. Informant: 
daughter Mrs. Douglas Luther. 
 
Social Security Number: 454-43-3878A 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 8, Bastrop TX - conducted 9 Jun 1900 
George Bennight, 31 MO, Jul 1869, father b. GA, mother b. AR,married 6 years, farmer 
Mattie, 22 AL, Mar 1878, father b. FL, mother b. AL, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living 
Benton, 5 TX, Aug 1895 
Ancie, 3 TX, Jan 1897 [male] 
William, 4 months TX, Jan 1900 
 
1910 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 4, San Augustine TX 
George Bennight, 50 TX, parents b. AR, carpenter, house 
Mattie, 43 AL, parents b. AL 
Fanie, 15 LA [i.e. Martha Francis] 
Almer, 12 LA [i.e. Mary Almer/Almir] 
Bertha L., 8 TX 
Velmer, 6 TX [Velma] 
Ethel, 3 TX 
& 7 boarders 
 
1930 Houston, Harris TX – 1535 Oxford St. – conducted 5 Apr 1930 
Joseph B. Bennight, 34 TX, parents b. TX, age 26 at 1st marriage,floor scraper, WWI veteran 
Lottie A., 27 TX, parents b. TX, age 17 at 1st marriage 
Bernice, 8 TX 
Verline, 6 TX 
Joseph B., Jr., 4 years 7 months TX 
Eva Joyce, 1 month TX 
 
1930 Newton Co. TX 
George Bennight, 60 TX, father b. MO, mother b. AR, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Mattie, 51 AL, father b. AL, mother b. KS, age 17 at 1st marriage 
Bertha Lee, 19 TX 
Ethel, 13 TX 
Emaline, 9 TX 
Grandchild Estelle Passat, 5 TX, both parents b. LA (whose daughter?) 
 
1940 Beaumont, Jefferson TX – 2208 Avenue “C” – same place in 1935 
Joseph B. Benight [sic], 44 TX, contractor, floor sanding 
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Lottie, 37 TX 
Verline, 16 TX 
Joseph, 14 TX 
Eva Joyce, 10 TX 
 
1940 Justice Precinct 3, Jasper Co. TX – also in Jasper Co. TX in 1935 
George A. Bennight, 70 TX 
Mattie, 63 AL 
With grandchildren: 
Estell Passoat, 15 TX  
Arthur Vernon Bean, 10 TX [WWII draft: b. 18 Aug 1928 Call Newton TX, NOK aunt Velma 
Herrin] 
 
1950 Beaumont, Jefferson TX 
Joseph B. Bennight, 54 TX, checker & shipping clerk, Bakery 
Lottie A., 47 TX 
Lottie V., 26 TX, never married, stenographer, public employment service 
 
 


