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TUSCANIA 

 
  
      

Tuscania casualty 
Bennett, Russell Frank 

1899 WI – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~wiwausha/honorroll/gsplainfield.jpg 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/119641007/person/150197119909/facts?_phsrc=cPx6878&_phstart=suc
cessSource 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~wiwausha/honorroll/gsplainfield.jpg
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/119641007/person/150197119909/facts?_phsrc=cPx6878&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/119641007/person/150197119909/facts?_phsrc=cPx6878&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/119641007/person/150197119909/facts?_phsrc=cPx6878&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-295Z-

N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCP-
XB5F&action=view 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92B-

Y?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-
PQ8Z&action=view 

 
Life: 

 
 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 18 Jul 1917 p 9 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-295Z-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCP-XB5F&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-295Z-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCP-XB5F&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-295Z-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCP-XB5F&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92B-Y?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-PQ8Z&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92B-Y?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-PQ8Z&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92B-Y?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-PQ8Z&action=view
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“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 20 Jun 1917 p 9 

 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 4 Jul 1917 p 7 

 
 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Saturday 28 Apr 1917 p 3 
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Erroneously reported saved – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
List continues - “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 7 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/520356311/ 
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Having received the “fake” good news postcard, written by all soldiers in advance of 

landing, Russell’s mother refuses to believe he has died – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” 
Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 9 
 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Gazette” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 7 

 

 
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Tuesday 5 Mar 1918 p 1  
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 4 

 
 

 



10 
 

  
“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Monday 27 May 1918 p 1 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Jennie Luce Bennett – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 

Wednesday 4 Mar 1942 p 7 
 

Sibling: 
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Marriage of brother George Washington Bennett Jr. to Verna Weisbrod – “Stevens Point (WI) 

Journal” Tuesday 28 May 1918 p 8 
 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 12 Jul 1928 p 4 
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License with 2nd wife Jeanette M. Tobie – “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 

25 Apr 1934 p 8 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91172102:61484 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91172102:61484
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1602368:7316 

 

 
TX death record of Jeannette Margaret Tobie Bennett - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/594809:2272 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Russell Frank Bennett 
Name variations: Bud Bennett, Russel Frank Bennett 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C - private 
Serial number:  not assigned when died 
Entered service from:  Plainfield, Waushara WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Russell F. Bennett 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Jennie Bennett, Plainfield WI 
Islay, Scotland, burial: – body 1st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 64, as 
Russell F. Bennett 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920  
Listed on return ship as: Russell F. Bennett 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: NOK not listed on this roster – private, Co. B, 107th Supply 
Train 
Enlistment: 17 Jul 1917 Wautoma, Waushara WI – 3 days after his 18th birthday – OR – 
enlisted 15 Jul 1917, one day after his 18th birthday   
World War I draft registration (1917): 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: listed as Russel Frank Bennett 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 5 Feb 1918 [i.e. death] 
Address: Plainfield WI 
Rank/unit: private, Co. C., 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  14 Jul 1899 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Died:  5 Feb 1918 Tuscania 
Has 2 Find A Grave records: 
Virginia - burial: 
Find A Grave record: 173819922 – presence on Tuscania noted in flower Arlington 
Cemetery VA [flower on Find A Grave says researcher unable to locate in 2015] 
 
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. VA 
Cemetery: Arlington National Cemetery  
Tombstone: veteran upright tombstone - Wisconsin Pvt 107 Sup Tn 32 Div 
Wisconsin – memorial: 
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Find A Grave record: 46618828 - presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower   
Burial location: Plainfield, Waushara Co. WI  
Cemetery: Plainfield WI 
Tombstone:– tombstone (cenotaph) in WI: Co. L., transferred to Co. C, 107th Supply Train, 
Tuscania victim. However, a researcher’s note in a “flower” on this Find A Grave record left 
in 2015 said the person was unable to locate any marker in the cemetery,  
 
Father: George Washington Bennett, Sr. – 12 Aug 1844 Rochester, Monroe NY – 10 Aug 
1899 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Son of Chauncey (1818-1896) & Mary (1811-1885) 
Bennett.  Insurance agent. George died when his son Russell was not yet one month old. 
Buried in Pilgrims Rest Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Find A Grave: 145459573 
 
Mother: Jennie F. Luce Bennett, 29 Jul 1861 Wautoma, Waushara WI – 2 Mar 1942 
Plainfield, Waushara WI. Daughter of Judson Luce (1818-1887) & Julia Hughes (1824-1888). 
Obituary on Find A Grave: from “Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune” 4 Mar 1942 p 7 – died at 
age 80, after illness of 6 weeks, resident Plainfield WI.  Mother of two sons: Russell (who 
died on the Tuscania in 1918) and George W. Bennett (of Wisconsin Rapids WI). Since 1919 
she has lived with Miss Anna Selsing [in Mount Morris WI] near Wautoma.  
Buried in Wautoma Union Cemetery, Wautoma, Waushara WI. 
Find A Grave: 97336350 
Parents’ marriage: 6 May 1894 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
 
Siblings: 

• George Washington Bennett, Jr. 17 Jul 1896 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 12 May 
1955 Wisconsin Rapids, Wood WI. Served in the Student Army Training Corps in 
WWI. – His 1st wife was Verna E. Weisbrod (17 Dec 1899 WI – 25 Apr 1994 Chippewa 
Co. WI, F: 116619303) whom he married 26 May 1918 in Portage Co. WI. Verna was 
the daughter of William Philip Weisbrod (1863-1958, F: 115723347) & Emma Louise 
Strange (1877-1957, F: 115723339). - “Stevens Point Journal” Tuesday 28 May 1918 
p 8 – married on Sunday, 26 May 1918, at the home of Rev. & Mrs. James Blake, were   
George W. Bennett, son of Mrs. Jenny Bennett of Plainfield, to Miss Verna Weisbrod 
of Weyauwega. The groom is the brother of the late Russell Bennett, drowned on the 
Tuscania. The couple will live in Plainfield where George is an automobile 
salesman. His mother attended the wedding. The 1920 census lists George with 
Verna in Weyauwega WI, but she appears to move to Minneapolis MN by Jan 1932 
with their daughter Nancy and uses the name “Mrs. Verna Bennett.” Verna is living 
in Montevideo MN in 1949. - “Oshkosh Northwestern” 12 Jul 1928 p 4 – George 
Bennett, a Weyauwega resident for the past 20 years, who married Verna Weisbrod, 
sold his residence in the west part of the city & will reside in Montevideo MN where 
Verna’s parents live. – Verna & George had 2 daughters, Nancy (1924) & Miriam 
(1925). – On 27 Jun 1959 in Chippewa Co. MN, Verna Bennett married Gustav Adolf 
Lundberg (1890-1971, F: 116619302). – George married Jeannette Margaret Tobie, 
b. 20 Aug 1914, d. 17 Feb 1973 Houston, Harris TX, buried in Mission Memorial Park, 
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Santa Clara Co. CA, F: 64716331. Jeannette was the daughter of Lewis D. Tobie & 
Margaret Springer. They obtained a marriage license in WI in Apr 1934. Their son 
was Russell Frank Bennett (apparently named after his dead uncle, 1949-1984). 
George is buried in Wautoma Union Cemetery, Wautoma, Waushara WI. F: 
112692900 

 
Notes: Plainfield (WI) High School graduate 1917 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses:  
 
1900 Plainfield, Waushara WI – conducted 20 Jun 1900 
Gorglie Bennett [i.e. Jennie], 38 WI, Jul 1861, parents b. NY, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are 
living, widow – no occupation 
George, 3 WI, Jul 1896, parents b. WI 
Russel, 10 months WI, Jul 1899, parents b. WI 
 
1910 unable to locate 
 
 


