
1 
 

 

TUSCANIA 

 

Bennett, LeRoy Perley 
1889 PA – 1971 VT 
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“Hartford (CT) Courant” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 16 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/369544274/ 
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LeRoy Perley Bennett –“Hartford [CT] Courant”  Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 2 [engagement 
announced] - https://www.newspapers.com/image/369549792/ 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-29RG-

Q?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-
D611&action=view 

 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/369549792/
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-29RG-Q?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-D611&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-29RG-Q?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-D611&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-29RG-Q?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-D611&action=view
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-X3CK-

6PF6?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AZKCZ-
612M&action=view 
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Yale University yearbook 1916 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/29044706:1265 
 

 
Yale University yearbook 1911 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/29078383:1265 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29044706:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/29044706:1265
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/60480077:1607 

 
Life 

 

 
East Burke VT news: LeRoy visits his paternal grandmother, Lucia Kittridge Cheney Bennett 

Barney – “St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian” Wednesday 27 Aug 1902 p 6 
 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Republican” Wednesday 28 Aug 1907 p 2 
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Article continues – “Meriden (CT) Record-Journal” Monday 1 Mar 1909 p 5 

 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian” Wednesday 11 Aug 1909 p 5 
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“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian” Wednesday 29 Sep 1909 p 3 
 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Republican” Wednesday 28 Aug 1912 p 7 

 

 
Pallbearer for his paternal grandmother – “St. Johnsbury (VT) Republican” Wednesday 19 

Mar 1913 p 5 
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List continues – Yale University graduate, 1913 - “Boston (MA) Evening Transcript” 

Wednesday 18 Jun 1913 p 4 
 
 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Republican” Wednesday 16 Jul 1913 p 5 
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Leroy, his father Ira, mother Eliza, brother-in-law Warren Upson – “St. Johnsbury (VT) 

Republican” Wednesday 6 Jun 1917 p 2 
 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian” Wednesday 13 Jun 1917 p 4 

 

 
“Vermont Union-Journal” (Lyndonville VT) Wednesday 5 Sep 1917 p 4 

 
 

 
“The Day” (New London CT) Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Meriden (CT) Record-Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/24448914/ 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/24448914/
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“Hartford (CT) Courant” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 36 

 

 
“Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 13 
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Recovering in hospital in Londonderry, Ireland (2nd last line in Londonderry list) – 

“Chattanooga (TN) Daily Times” Monday 25 Feb 1918 p 2 
 

 
“Vermont Union-Journal” (Lyndonville VT) Wednesday 25 Jun 1919 p 7 
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“Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” Friday 27 Feb 1920 p 2 

 
 
 

 
“Vermont Union-Journal” (Lyndonville VT) Wednesday 21 Jun 1922 p 4 

 

 
Leroy & Ruth – “St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Thursday 22 Jun 1922 p 5 
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“Vermont Union-Journal” (Lyndonville VT) Wednesday 8 Jun 1927 p 4 

 

 
“St.  Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Thursday 30 Jun 1927 p 2 

 

 
“Vermont Union-Journal” (Lyndonville VT) Wednesday 27 Jun 1928 p 4 

 

 
East Burke VT news – “St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Friday 5 Jul 1929 p 3 
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https://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=60574 
 
 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Republican” Monday 23 Aug 1937 p 5 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Saturday 17 Sep 1949 p 4 
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“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Thursday 6 Jul 1950 p 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Naugatuck (CT) Daily News” Saturday 17 Jun 1944 p 46 
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“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Saturday 21 Apr 1951 p 4 

 
 
 

 
“Naugatuck (CT) Daily News” Tuesday 8 May 1951 p 5 

 



22 
 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Friday 18 May 1951 p 6 

 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Saturday 2 Jun 1951 p 6 
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“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Monday 4 Jun 1951 p 4 
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“Naugatuck (CT) Daily News” Friday 20 Jul 1951 p 10 
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Leroy’s purchase of 2 lots in Skyline Terrace – “St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” 

Wednesday 9 Jul 1952 p 8 
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“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Monday 2 Feb 1953 p 8 

 

 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” Wednesday 6 Jan 1954 p 2 

 
 

“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” 
“St. Johnsbury (VT) Caledonian-Record” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife Ruth Bartlett Thompson Bennett 
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“Yale Alumni Weekly” vol. 29 #1, 19 Dec 1919, p 316 - 
https://books.google.com/books?id=SjQ6AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA316&lpg=PA316&dq=leroy+b
ennett+%22yale+alumni+weekly%22&source=bl&ots=tN4WAIz_ZB&sig=ACfU3U0VZcCkO
qWi1Muu3cQBWe_WkqO36w&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiGgq6yjuKDAxUMk4kEHddXAb
0Q6AF6BAg1EAM#v=onepage&q=leroy%20bennett%20%22yale%20alumni%20weekly%2

2&f=false 
 

Wife Ruth Thompson Bartlett 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/115726:70865 
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“Naugatuck (CT) Daily News” Friday 20 Jul 1951 p 10 
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“Newport (VT) Daily Express” Thursday 13 Jul 1950 p 2 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15093940/person/28652720339/facts 
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VT death record of Ruth B. Bartlett Bennett - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1607/images/31394_203847-

01619?pId=57771 
 

Wife Madeline Harris Russell 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26965:1672 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26965:1672
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/853023:4124 

 

 
“Hartford (CT) Courant” Sunday 30 Jul 1915 p 20 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/115728:70865?tid=78207388&pid=46410963844&queryId=fb2476fa-a3b3-
4729-90e4-6ab17718eec5&_phsrc=cPx6826&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1425250:70865 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/115728:70865?tid=78207388&pid=46410963844&queryId=fb2476fa-a3b3-4729-90e4-6ab17718eec5&_phsrc=cPx6826&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/115728:70865?tid=78207388&pid=46410963844&queryId=fb2476fa-a3b3-4729-90e4-6ab17718eec5&_phsrc=cPx6826&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/115728:70865?tid=78207388&pid=46410963844&queryId=fb2476fa-a3b3-4729-90e4-6ab17718eec5&_phsrc=cPx6826&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1425250:70865
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Norton Anthony Russell Sr. (d. 27 Mar 1938) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/247295:2375 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/247295:2375
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/247295:2375


34 
 

 
Obituary of Madeline Harris’s 1st husband Norton Anthony Russell Sr. – “Wilmington (DE) 

Morning News” Wednesday 30 Mar 1938 p 4 
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Obituary of Madeline Harris’s 1st husband, Norton Anthony Russell Sr. – “Meriden (CT) 

Journal” Tuesday 29 Mar 1938 p 7 
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“Hartford (CT) Courant” Thursday 27 Feb 1986 p 6o 

 
Children: 
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Daughter Hope Bennett Godkin’s marriage to James M. Vanstone - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1606/images/31394_207060-

00734?pId=1008049 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/20776072:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=15093940&pid=28652723404 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1606/images/31394_207060-00734?pId=1008049
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1606/images/31394_207060-00734?pId=1008049
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20776072:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=15093940&pid=28652723404
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20776072:7545?ssrc=pt&tid=15093940&pid=28652723404
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Obituary of Warren G. Godkin – “Washington County Post” (Salem NY) Thursday 22 Jul 

1978 p 4 
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VT death record of James Morrill Stone - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/45100154:1607 
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Obituary of Hope Bennett Godkin VanStone – “Burlington (VT) Banner” Friday 6 Mar 2009 p 

4 
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Daughter Barbara Bennett McMorrow Caruso, reverted to Bennett (1927-2014) – Seymour 

(CT) High School yearbook 1944 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/380507301:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=68545acd-8126-404f-8133-

b74e4b3eb0d5&_phsrc=cPx6838&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/380507301:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=68545acd-8126-404f-8133-b74e4b3eb0d5&_phsrc=cPx6838&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/380507301:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=68545acd-8126-404f-8133-b74e4b3eb0d5&_phsrc=cPx6838&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/380507301:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=68545acd-8126-404f-8133-b74e4b3eb0d5&_phsrc=cPx6838&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Barbara Bennett - https://www.gossfs.com/obituaries/barbara-bennett 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/96268231:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=8ea49c2f-18ea-44de-a817-
9fe326ed7313&_phsrc=cPx6840&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/96268231:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=8ea49c2f-18ea-44de-a817-9fe326ed7313&_phsrc=cPx6840&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/96268231:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=8ea49c2f-18ea-44de-a817-9fe326ed7313&_phsrc=cPx6840&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/96268231:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=8ea49c2f-18ea-44de-a817-9fe326ed7313&_phsrc=cPx6840&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage to Leo McMorrow on 18 Sep 1948 in Seymour CT - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/91082591:70865?tid=&pid=&queryId=9de32474-8868-48cc-a314-

8f989f1f4b60&_phsrc=cPx6846&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg FL) Wednesday 27 Jan 1965 p 12 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91082591:70865?tid=&pid=&queryId=9de32474-8868-48cc-a314-8f989f1f4b60&_phsrc=cPx6846&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91082591:70865?tid=&pid=&queryId=9de32474-8868-48cc-a314-8f989f1f4b60&_phsrc=cPx6846&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91082591:70865?tid=&pid=&queryId=9de32474-8868-48cc-a314-8f989f1f4b60&_phsrc=cPx6846&_phstart=successSource
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“Tampa Bay (FL) Times” Thursday 14 Jul 1966 p 6 
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Suicide of Barbara’s husband Leo Francis McMorrow – “Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg 
FL) Saturday 1 Oct 1966 p 27 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/799720093:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=67c8f00a-0bbd-4abe-8cf5-
6f59bcca7bd9&_phsrc=cPx6859&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Marriage license application with John Henry Caruso – “Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg 

FL) Tuesday 12 Dec 1967 p 31 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/799720093:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=67c8f00a-0bbd-4abe-8cf5-6f59bcca7bd9&_phsrc=cPx6859&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/799720093:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=67c8f00a-0bbd-4abe-8cf5-6f59bcca7bd9&_phsrc=cPx6859&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/799720093:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=67c8f00a-0bbd-4abe-8cf5-6f59bcca7bd9&_phsrc=cPx6859&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of John Henry Caruso Sr. which does not mention Barbara Bennett – “Hartford 
(CT) Courant” Sunday 6 Dec 1987 p 224 

 
 
 
 
 

Stepson: 
 

 
Marriage of stepson Norton Anthony Russell to Marcia Grace Spofford on 14 Jun 1941 

Greene Co. OH - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1053667760:61378 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1053667760:61378
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“Red Bank (NJ) Daily Register” Thursday 18 Jun 1942 p 21 

 

 
Marcia Grace Spofford - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/11560972/person/1577236599/media/b48a248a-3830-43cd-
89b3-42fe3869a5e0?queryId=5d23839c-0cbb-4d97-8c15-

5a79ee830906&_phsrc=cPx6870&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11560972/person/1577236599/media/b48a248a-3830-43cd-89b3-42fe3869a5e0?queryId=5d23839c-0cbb-4d97-8c15-5a79ee830906&_phsrc=cPx6870&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11560972/person/1577236599/media/b48a248a-3830-43cd-89b3-42fe3869a5e0?queryId=5d23839c-0cbb-4d97-8c15-5a79ee830906&_phsrc=cPx6870&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11560972/person/1577236599/media/b48a248a-3830-43cd-89b3-42fe3869a5e0?queryId=5d23839c-0cbb-4d97-8c15-5a79ee830906&_phsrc=cPx6870&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11560972/person/1577236599/media/b48a248a-3830-43cd-89b3-42fe3869a5e0?queryId=5d23839c-0cbb-4d97-8c15-5a79ee830906&_phsrc=cPx6870&_phstart=successSource
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Death of Marcia Grace Spofford Russell – relocation of her mother-in-law Madeline Harris 

Russell – “Red Bank (NJ) Daily Register” Thursday 6 Jun 1946 p 4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/162295710/person/182431499923/facts?_phsrc=cPx6876&_phstart=suc

cessSource 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/162295710/person/182431499923/facts?_phsrc=cPx6876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/162295710/person/182431499923/facts?_phsrc=cPx6876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/162295710/person/182431499923/facts?_phsrc=cPx6876&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16032665:60901 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2148529:5763 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16032665:60901
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Birth of father Ira P. Bennett 7 Nov 1850 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/4661/images/41268_312236-
00257?pId=28490 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/639795:2557 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/4661/images/41268_312236-00257?pId=28490
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/4661/images/41268_312236-00257?pId=28490
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/639795:2557
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Obituary of Ira’s mother Lucia Ann Kittredge Cheney Bennett Barney – “St. Johnsbury (VT) 

Republican” Wednesday 19 Mar 1913 p 8 
 

 
“Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” Saturday 29 May 1926 p 7 

 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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“New Haven (CT) Morning Journal-Courier” Friday 10 Sep 1880 p 3 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/639794:2557?ssrc=pt&tid=78207388&pid=46410856499 
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Obituary of Eliza Tolles Bennett’s mother Maria Buckingham Tolles – ‘Plainfield (NJ) 

Courier-News” Monday 25 May 1914 p 1 
 
 
 
 

Sibling: 



60 
 

 

 
Obituary of sister Marjorie T. Bennett Upson (1892-1968) – “Naugatuck (CT) Daily News” 

Monday 7 Oct 1968 p 5 
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Wedding of sister Marjorie Tolles Bennett to Warren William Upson on 19 Sep 1914, with 
LeRoy Perley Bennett as best man – “Hartford (CT) Courant” Tuesday 22 Sep 1914 p 11 
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Obituary of Marjorie’s husband Warren William Upson – “Norwich (CT) Bulletin” Thursday 5 

Sep 1918 p 5 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  LeRoy Perley Bennett 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - sergeant 
Serial number:  250,092 
Entered service from:  Woodmont, New Haven CT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Leroy P. Bennett 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Ira P. Bennett, Woodmont CT 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
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Sailed on return ship as: Leroy P. Bennett 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father ira P. Bennett, Woodmont CT (sgt, 213th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Le Roy Perley Bennett - b. 7 Feb 1889 Philadelphia 
PA; res:  315 Pearl, Hartford CT. Single. Assistant claim examiner, Hartford Accident & 
Indemnity Co. Signed with a capital “R” in LeRoy. Registered 25 May 1917 in advance of 5 
Jun 1917 national registration day; card was mailed 5 Jun 1917 according to handwritten 
note. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  15 Pine St., Seymour CT 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Le Roy Perley - b. 7 Feb 1889 Philadelphia PA; res: 
15 Pine St., Seymour, New Haven CT. NOK Mrs. Marjorie Upson, Srokerat [spelling?] St., 
Seymour CT [his sister]. Employed with W.L. Ward Co., funeral directors, at 15 Pine St. 
Wears glasses. Signed with a capital “R” in LeRoy. Height: 5’7 ½” – 155 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 10 Dec 1917 
Discharged 10 Jun 1919 
Address: 15 Pine St., Seymour CT 
Rank/unit: sergeant, 213th Aero Squadron A S A 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  7 Feb 1889 Philadelphia, Philadelphia Co. PA (WWI & WWII draft registrations) 
Died:  17 Jan 1971 Newport, Orleans VT (Bel-Aire Nursing Home, of prostate cancer which 
had metastasized to his brain & lungs) 
Find A Grave record: 13432857 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Naugatuck, New Haven CT 
Cemetery: Grove 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Ira P. Bennett, 7 Nov 1850 Kirby, Caledonia VT – 25 May 1926 New Haven Co. CT. 
Son of Amos Perley Bennett (F: 22264170) & Lucia Ann Kittridge (F: 22264124). Perley was 
Lucia’s 2nd husband. Lucia’s 1st husband was Elias Cheney & her 3rd husband was Austin 
Barney. d 
In the 1920 census, Ira P. Bennett (69 VT) was the head of household in Milford, New Haven 
CT. In the house were his wife Eliza M. (63 CT), married daughter Marjorie B. Upson, her 
husband Warren W. Upson & their 2 sons. No one had an occupation listed. 
 Obituary: “Bridgeport (CT) Telegram” 29 May 1926 p 7 – funeral of Ira on 29 May 1926, “one 
of the most prominent residents of Woodmont” died at age 76, lived in Woodmont CT since 
retired in 1907. Survived by widow & 2 children: Leroy P. Bennett (Seymour CT) & Mrs. 
Marjorie B. Upson (Woodmont CT).  
Buried in Grove Cemetery, Naugatuck, New Haven CT. 
Find A Grave: 13432924 
 
Mother: Eliza M. Tolles Bennett, 1 Feb 1856 CT – 22 Jan 1939 CT. Daughter of Isaac B. 
Tolles & Maria W. Buckingham. Buried in Grove Cemetery, Naugatuck, New Haven CT. 
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Find A Grave: 13432920 
Parents’ marriage: 8 Sep 1880 Naugatuck, New Haven CT 
 
Spouse:  Ruth Thompson Bartlett Bennett, 31 Jul 1891 Northampton, Hampshire MA – 13 
Jul 1950 Newport, Orleans VT. 
Daughter of Walter Lee Bartlett (1859-1896, F: 38952793 claims burial in MA & F: 52973404 
claims burial in CT) & Mattie Ann Thompson (1862-1942, F: 52973424), who had married 24 
Jan 1889 in Northampton, Hampshire MA.  
When his engagement is announced just after the Tuscania sinking (Feb 1918), his 
fiancée’s name is listed as Ruth Bartlett, daughter of Mrs. Mattie T. Bartlett. When his 
marriage is announced in the “Yale Alumni Weekly” vol. 29 #1 (19 Dec 1919), her name is 
listed as Ruth Thompson, daughter of Mrs. Mattie T. Bartlett. Thompson was her middle 
name. - LeRoy & Ruth were married in New Haven CT on 6 Dec 1919. He was listed as a 
member of the firm of W.L. Ward Co. of Seymour CT & as a 1913 graduate of Sheffield 
(Yale).  
Ruth & LeRoy had 2 daughters: Hope & Barbara. 
Died of circulatory shock from a hemorrhaging duodenal ulcer. 
Buried in Grove Cemetery, Naugatuck, New Haven CT. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 13432855 
Marriage: 6 Dec 1919 New Haven CT 
 
Spouse: Madeline Scovil Harris Russell Bennett, 21 Sep 1892 New Castle Co. DE – 22 Feb 
1986 Hartford, Hartford CT. 
Daughter of John Wesley Harris & Elizabeth Bird Hammond (the daughter of James 
Hammond & Ann Roberts).  
 Her first husband was Norton Anthony Russell, Sr., 5 Feb 1890 Meriden, New Haven CT - 
27 Mar 1938, F: 237598052. He was the son of William T. & Emily B. Russell. They married 
15 May 1917 in Milford CT.   
Norton Sr. & Madeline had 1 son, Norton Anthony Russell Jr. 
When Norton Sr. died, Mrs. Madeline Harris Russell of Woodmont CT arranged for his 
veteran headstone. 
Madeline Russell was in charge of Dwight House at Yale University when her daughter-in-
law Marcia Grace Spofford Russell died in Jun 1946 & she moved to Dayton, Montgomery 
OH to care for her son Norton Jr. & his two young children. 
Buried with her 1st husband in Milford Cemetery, Milford, New Haven CT. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 237598119 
Marriage: 23 Dec 1950 Milford, New Haven CT – Ruth Bartlett. 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/162295710/person/182431501282/facts 
 
 
Children: [not listed in 1930 census, although Hope would be around 6 and Barbara around 
3 years old at that time] by 1st wife Ruth Thompson Bartlett 
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• Hope Bennett Godkin VanStone (Van Stone), 22 Nov 1923 Derby, New Haven CT – 4 
Mar 2009 Shaftsbury, Bennington VT. – Married to Warren George Godkin (1921-
1976). Listed as Mrs. Hope B. Godkin on Hagerstown MD in Jul 1950. In the 1950 
census, Warren G. Godkin (26 CT), a sales engineer for an electric power company, 
lived with his wife Hope B. Godkin (26 CT), who was keeping house, in Hagerstown, 
Washington Co. MD on 958 Mulberry. – On 12 Aug 1978 in Shaftsbury, Bennington 
VT, Hope Godkin married Dr. James Morrill Vanstone (1924-1989, buried in 
Mountain Grove Cemetery & Mausoleum, Bridgeport, Fairfield CT, F: 192630756). 
He was the son of Harold M. Vanstone & Marion D. Morrill. -  Obituary: “Bennington 
(VT) Banner” 6 Mar 2009, p. 4 – died at her home in Shaftsbury VT. Born Derby CT 22 
Nov 1923, daughter of LeRoy P. & Ruth Bartlett Bennett. Graduate of Seymour (CT) 
High School 1941 & Green Mountain College (Poultney VT) in 1943. Secretary. Upon 
marrying Warren Godkin, moved to OH. Warren d. 18 Feb 1976. She married Dr. 
James M. VanStone of Avon CT at her home in Shaftsbury VT 12 Aug 1978. Her body 
was cremated & she will be buried in the family property at Lake Willoughby [Orlean 
Co.] VT. Survived by sister Barbara Bennett of Enosburg VT. 

• Barbara (“Bea”/’Bobby”) Bennett McMorrow Caruso, reverted to Bennett, 25 Feb 
1927 CT – 14 Jun 2014.    Married Leo Francis McMorrow on 18 Sep 1948 in Seymour, 
New Haven CT. Leo was born 4 Mar 1923 in Rockland, Plymouth MA. He worked as a 
correctional officer at the State Farm in MA. – In the 1950 census for Bridgewater, 
Plymouth MA, Leo F. McMorrow (27 MA), a correction officer at the State Farm, lived 
with wife Barbara (23 CT, a housewife at home) & their daughter Lynn B. McMorrow, 
b. Oct 1949 in MA. - The couple moved to FL where he was a police officer in 
Clearwater, Pinellas FL. Following the discovery of a tumor, he resigned from the 
police force & shot himself to death in the kitchen of their home in Clearwater, 
Pinellas FL on 30 Sep 1966. His body was discovered by Barbara. Leo McMorrow, 
the son of John Earle & Jennie  McMorrow, is buried in Arlington National Cemetery, 
Arlington, Arlington Co. VA, F: 122887979 - Listed as Mrs. John Karuso [sic] when 
her father LeRoy dies in 1971. She had obtained a marriage license in Pinellas Co. 
FL in Dec 1967 with John Henry Caruso Sr., whose former wife was Jean Elmore. 
They divorced. John Sr. was born in Rocky Hill CT ca. 1928 & died 4 Dec 1987 in CT. 
He is buried in Rose Hill Memorial Park, Rocky Hill, Hartford CT, F: 139954768.  –
Noted as Barbara Bennett of Enosburg VT when her sister Hope died in 2009. She 
died with the surname Bennett.   

 
Stepson: child of 2nd wife Madeline Harris Russell, by her 1st husband Norton Anthony 
Russell Sr. 

• Norton Anthony (Tony) Russell, Jr., 12 Nov 1918 New Haven Co. CT – 28 Apr 1996 
Dayton, Montgomery OH. – While a student at Antioch College in OH, Norton 
married Marcia Grace Spofford, b. Brooklyn NY. They were both age 22. She was the 
daughter of William Benjamin Spofford & Dorothy Grace Ibbotson. Her father, Rev. 
Spofford, officiated at the ceremony on 14 Jun 1941 in Green Co. OH. [alternative 
wedding date: 20 Jun 1941]. Marcia Grace died of infantile paralysis (polio) on 6 Jun 
1946 in Dayton, Montgomery OH. - Resident of Yellow Springs OH in 1971.  
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Sibling: 
• Marjorie Tolles Bennett Upson, 4 Apr 1892 Philadelphia, Philadelphia Co. PA – 5 Oct 

1968 Seymour, New Haven CT. Wife of Warren William Upson (22 Nov 1887 – 2 Sep 
1918, F: 13432852). Marjorie & Warren married 19 Sep 1914 in Milford, New Haven 
CT. Buried in Grove Cemetery, Naugatuck, New Haven CT. F: 13432849 

 
Notes:  Graduate of Yale University, 1913. 
 
Pre-war: 
Wartime: 
Post-war: 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Naugatuck [CT] Daily News" 20 Jan 1971 p 11 
Age 81, of Lyndonville VT, retired funeral director & former owner of W.L. Ward Co. Funeral 
Home (located at 15 Pine St, Seymour CT), survived by wife Madeline (Harris) Bennett of 
Lyndonville VT, 2 daughters: Mrs. Warren Godkin (Shaftsbury VT) & Mrs. John Karuso 
(Rocky Hill CT), stepson Norton A. Russell (Yellow Springs OH), funeral 20 Jan 1971, burial 
in Grove Cemetery. 
 
VT Death Record: Died Bel-Aire Nursing Home, Newport, Orleans VT. Born PA. Wife 
Madeline Harris. SSN 040-18-2205. WWI veteran. Retired funeral director. Residence: 34 
Skyline Dr., Lyndonville, Caledonia VT. Son of Ira P. Bennett & Elisa Tolles. Died of prostate 
carcinoma, metastasized to brain & lungs. 
 
Social Security Number: 040-05-9093 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 1601 Tioga St. 
Ira P. Bennett, 49 VT, Nov 1850, father b. VT, mother b. NH, married 19 years, farm produce 
dealer 
Eliza M., 44 CT, Feb 1856, parents b. CT, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Leroy P., 11 PA, Feb 1889, at school 
Marjorie T., 8 PA, Apr 1892, at school 
And 2 female servants 
 
1910 Milford, New Haven CT 
Ira P. Bennett, 60 VT, father b. NH, mother b. VT, in 1st marriage, married 29 years, 
occupation: “own income” 
Eliza M., 54 CT, parents b. CT, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 



67 
 

Leroy P., 21 PA, single [no occupation] 
Majorie T., 18 PA 
Ira’s mother-in-law: Maria W. Tolles, 89 CT, widow 
And a female servant (housekeeper) 
 
1920 Seymour, New Haven CT – 15 Pine St. 
Leroy P. Bennett, 30 PA, father b. VT, mother b. CT, renter, undertaker, W.L. Ward Co. 
Ruth, 28 MA, father b. MA, mother b. CT 
 
1930 Seymour, New Haven CT 
Le Roy P. Bennett, 41 PA, father b. VT, mother b. CT, age 30 at 1st marriage, funeral director, 
undertaking, WWI veteran   
Ruth B., 39 MA, father b. MA, mother b. CT, age 28 at 1st marriage 
[note: no children are listed, even though Hope & Barbara had already been born] 
 
1940 Seymour, New Haven CT – 15 Pine St. – same house in 1935 – as of Jan 2024, 15 Pine 
St. is the location of the Seymour Farmers’ Market 
LeRoy P. Bennett, 51 PA, funeral director, undertaking parlor 
Ruth B., 48 MA [wife] 
Hope, 16 CT [daughter] 
Barbara, 13 CT [daughter] 
 
1950 Seymour, New Haven CT – 15 Pine St. 
Leroy P. Bennett, 63 PA 
Ruth B., 60 CT 
[no occupations listed] 
 


