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TUSCANIA 

 

Baker, George Richard 
1886 TX – 1970 TX 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W7JP-

N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCS-
GW73&action=view 

 
 



2 
 

 

 
TX death certificate of George Richard Baker - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062818-
02465?pId=616879 
 

Life: 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062818-02465?pId=616879
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062818-02465?pId=616879
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“Houston (TX) Post” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
List continues – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Waco (TX) Times Herald” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bonham (TX) Daily Favorite” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“El Paso (TX) Herald” Tuesday 31 Dec 1918 p 2 
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“Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Friday 22 Mar 1940 p 6 – this ad ran through the Jul 1940 

election 
 

 
“Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Monday 29 Jul 1940 p 1 
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“Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Thursday 29 Aug 1940 p 6 

 

 
“Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Saturday 18 Apr 1942 p 3 

 

 
“Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Friday 28 Mar 1947 p 1 
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List continues – “Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Friday 28 Mar 1947 p 1 
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“Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Wednesday 25 Apr 1956 p 1 
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History of Carta Valley and the “Double Tanks.” From 1885-1908, families lived, camped, 
danced, went to church & school in a tent city. One of them was Dollie Hutto (now Mrs. 
Jess Baker – George’s sister-in-law) and one was Ethel Wheeler Baker (his wife, Mrs. 
George Baker). 
“Del Rio (TX) News” Friday 10 Oct 1958 p 42 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/14351332/ 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/14351332/
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“Del Rio News-Herald” 25 Apr 1974 p 4 
History of Pandale. The Tent City housed women & children who lived in tents during the 
week close to the school but returned home on weekends. They had to carry water to the 
tents.  
Dick Baker [i.e. George Richard Baker], a cowhand for J.R. Murrah, was called to report to 
military duty at San Antonio. Murrah told him to go to war, and when he came back, Murray 
would sell him a ranch. “Mr. Baker was one soldier who took part in fierce fighting and was 
wounded but got back to the country he had left, ready to get started again.” He bought a 
ranch from Murray & soon married Ethel Wheeler from Carta Valley. Their ranch was the 
Murrah property close to Pandale. “Mr. Baker was one of our dearest and most loved 
citizens.” His heirs sold the ranch in 1973 to Down to Earth Investors (from Austin).  
 
“Del Rio (TX) News-Herald” Thursday 25 Apr 1974 p 4 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/10003246/ 

 
 
 
 
 

Wife Ethel Wheeler Baker 
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Wife Ethel Wheeler Baker – “Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Friday 21 Jun 1963 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1007253:61383?tid=12673329&pid=26146644155&queryId=6f464bbe1ac5e
04fbbe5980290fbd322&_phsrc=cPx3598&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Wife Fannie Lemons McBee Schooley Baker 

 
Wife Fannie Lemons McBee Schooley Baker – “Del Rio (TX) News Herald” Wednesday 15 
Dec 1976 p 5 
 



18 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2180018:8795 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/869629:2272 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2180018:8795
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/869629:2272
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Mother: 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q2ZB-FVST 

 
Siblings: 
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TX death record of brother Jess Green Baker (1890-1952) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/83314193:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=72aa7e9e047e7ab728d575d0d51eba27
&_phsrc=cPx3602&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/83314193:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=72aa7e9e047e7ab728d575d0d51eba27&_phsrc=cPx3602&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/83314193:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=72aa7e9e047e7ab728d575d0d51eba27&_phsrc=cPx3602&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/83314193:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=72aa7e9e047e7ab728d575d0d51eba27&_phsrc=cPx3602&_phstart=successSource
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TX birth record of brother Joe Monroe Baker (1892-1987) - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:4LDN-JXZM 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name: George Richard Baker 
Name variations: Richard Baker, Dick Baker 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number: 251,359 
Entered service from:  Carta Valley, Edwards TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: George R. Baker 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Jesse Baker, Carter Valley TX 
Returned from war on: "Orizaba" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: George R. Baker 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Jess Baker, Carter Valley TX (pvt, Inf. - Cas. Co. 
#500 - Texas) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as George Richard Baker - b. 16 Jul 1887 Lampasas 
TX; res: Carta Valley, Edwards, TX. Single. Stockman for self. Tall, with medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as George Richard Baker - b. 16 Jul 1886 Lampasas 
TX; res: Pandale, Val Verde TX. NOK Mrs. Ethel Baker, no address listed. Self-employed – 
ranching near Pandale, Val Verde TX. “Scar behind left ear.” Height: 5’9” – 207 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
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Enlisted 8 Sep 1917 
Discharged 14 Mar 1919 
Address: Pan Dale, Val Verde TX 
Rank/unit: pvt, 6 Co Conv Ctr 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  16 Jul 1887 Lampasas, Lampasas TX (WWI draft registration & Veterans 
Administration Master Index) or 16 Jul 1886 TX (Find A Grave & WWII draft registration) 
Died: 16 Dec 1970, Del Rio, Val Verde TX 
Find A Grave record: 39101976 -presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Del Rio, Val Verde TX 
Cemetery: Masonic 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Henry R. Baker (also found as Richard Henry Baker) 
Find A Grave: 
 
Mother: Callie D. Edwards Baker, ca. 1867 TX - Nov 1892 after giving birth to Joseph Monroe 
Baker (found online a few years ago; could not verify in Nov 2023). Her family genealogy 
says she had 2 other sons: Richard & Jesse, who lived in Del Rio at one time. Daughter of 
Lunsford L. Edwards (1820 TN – 1880 Limestone Co. TX, F: 256094576, buried in Edwards 
Cemetery, Union Grove, Upshur TX ) & Martha Jane (Ferguson) Edwards (KY, ca. 1832). 
Callie’s parents married 18 May 1840 in Harrison Co. TX. Her sister was Martha Ella 
Edwards Jernigan (Mrs. Benjamin Henry Jernigan) (1871-1951, F: 93851039, 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/83309770:2272) & Callie reportedly 
had brothers George, Hays, Tob, Reason & John Edwards. Also a brother named Willis 
Hayden Edwards, found dead of a gunshot wound 22 Feb 1922 
(https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/81469529:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b0af3ef32967170f5c9ecc3876ee7d3c&
_phsrc=cPx3616&_phstart=successSource) 
Callie Edwards is in 1870 Limestone Co. TX census with Blk. Edwards, age 50 TN, planter – 
Martha J., 38 KY, John W., 21 TX, Reason S. 13 TX, Willis H. 11 TX, George W. 8 TX & Callie 
D., 3 TX. 
Find A Grave: 
Parents’ marriage: Henry R. (H.R.) Baker & Callie Edwards were married 23 Jul 1885 
Lampasas TX 
 
Spouse:   

Ethel Wheeler Baker, 23 Jul 1885 Shackleford Co. TX – 6 Feb 1966 Del Rio, Val Verde TX. 
Daughter of Edward Wheeler & Beatrice Fallis. Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Del Rio, 
Val Verde TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 39101761 
Marriage: Miss Ethel Wheeler married George R. Baker 18 Jun 1919 in Val Verde Co. TX 
at the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/81469529:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b0af3ef32967170f5c9ecc3876ee7d3c&_phsrc=cPx3616&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/81469529:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b0af3ef32967170f5c9ecc3876ee7d3c&_phsrc=cPx3616&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/81469529:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b0af3ef32967170f5c9ecc3876ee7d3c&_phsrc=cPx3616&_phstart=successSource
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Spouse:   

Fannie Lenore Lemons McBee Schooley Baker, 7 Dec 1889 Voca, McCulloch TX – 13 
Dec 1976 San Angelo, Tom Green Co. TX. Daughter of Josiah Francis Lemons & Mary 
Diane (or Martha) Melton. 
In 1906, Fannie Lemons married Ben H. McBee (1882-1951, F: 187527323). Their son, 
Marie Joseph McBee, was born 26 Aug 1911 in Voca, McCulloch TX & died 16 Nov. 
2000.  
In 1920, Fanny McBee (30 TX, parents b. TX) lived with her husband B.H. McBee (37 TX, 
father b. AL, mother b. MS, a farmer, in stock raising) in Justice Precinct 6, Uvalde Co. 
TX. Their son, Marnie McBee, was age 8, b. TX. 
Married Bolen Davenport (Dee) Schooley (1888-1960, F: 79190631) who in 1909 had 
married Winnie Florence Owens (1889-1968). 
In 1930, Fannie Schooley (40 TX, father b. IL, mother b. MO) lived with husband Dee 
Schooley (41 TX, parents b. US, a ranchman on a ranch) in Precinct 2, Terrell Co. TX. 
Also in the household was Dee’s stepson Marnie McBee (18 TX, parents b. TX, a ranch 
laborer) & his mother-in-law Mary Lemons (83 MO, parents b. US, widow). 
In the 1940 census of Maverick Co. TX, Fannie L. Schooley (50 TX, sales clerk in a 
general merchandise store) lived with husband Dee Schooley (51 TX, merchant, general 
merchandise store). They had 2 lodgers. In 1935 they had lived in Dryden, Val Verde TX. 
In 1967, she married George Richard Baker. She is buried as Baker. 
Obituary: “Del Rio News” 15 Dec 1976 p 5 – Mrs. Fannie Baker, d. age 87, funeral 15 
Dec, burial in Westlawn. Died 13 Dec 1976 at a rest home in San Angelo. Lived in Del 
Rio for many years. Born 8 Dec 1990 Voca TX. Widow of George Richard Baker. Survived 
by son M.J. McBee (Del Rio) & stepdaughter Mrs. Cleo Perdue (Corpus Christi). 
Buried in Westlawn Cemetery, Del Rio, Val Verde TX. 

Spouse Find A Grave: 198444590 
Marriage: George Richard Baker, age 80, married 18 Feb 1967 in Val Verde Co. to Fannie 
Lemons, age 77. She b. 7 Dec 1889 TX, d. 13 Dec 1976 San Angelo, Tom Green Co. TX.   
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Jess Green Baker, 12 Aug 1890 Lampasas TX – 12 Aug 1952 Fort Stockton, Pecos TX. 
The Find A Grave record gives a death year of 1951 but 1952 on TX death certificate. 
Husband of Dallie Hutto (1898-1969, F: 101474355). Accidental death – fell from 
horse. F: 101474764 

• Joseph Monroe Baker, 10 Nov 1892 TX, d. 27 Dec 1987 Ochiltree Co. TX. Married 11 
Jul 1920 in Durant, Bryan OK to Mittie Elizabeth Wiley (1904-1994, F: 47210642). 
Family records (could not locate in 2023) say he was a cousin (and therefore George 
was also) of Texas gunman “Pink” Higgins (John Pinckney Calhoun Higgins, 1851-
1914) of Lampasas County TX. Buried in Ochiltree Cemetery, Perryton, Ochiltree 
Co. TX. F: 47210622 
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Notes: 
 
Biography of Pink Higgins found at: https://www.legendsofamerica.com/pink-higgens/ and 
https://truewestmagazine.com/article/pink-higgins/ and more. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Liberty (TX) Vindicator” 1 Mar 1918 p 1 
There are 63 survivors in Irish hospitals as of 27 Feb 1918. George R. Baker of Carter 
[sic/Carta] Valley is in a Londonderry (Ireland) hospital. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 459-50-2297 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 1, Val Verde TX 
Richard Baker, 12 TX, Jul 1887, parents b. TX [cousin] 
Jessie Baker, 11 TX, May 1889, parents b. TX, at school [cousin] 
The two Baker boys live with Christopher Adams (28 MO, May 1872, parents b. KY, married 
6 years, stock raiser) & his wife Viney Adams (25 TX, parents b. AR, May 1875, gave birth to 
3 children, 3 are living) & their 3 children. 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 5, Val Verde TX – line 10 
Richard G. Baker, 24 TX, parents b. TX, single, carpenter, bridge, roomer with: 
Nathan J. Laydon (63 VA) & numerous other white male lodgers, all carpenters on a bridge 
except for one Black cook 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 Val Verde Co. TX 
George R. Baker, 44 TX, parents b. TX, age 33 at 1st marriage, ranchman, livestock, “yes” to 
“veteran?” question 
Ethel W., 43 TX, parents b. TX, age 32 at 1st marriage [wife] 
With lodger (with status “employee” having been crossed off) Gutierez Carner, 35 Mexico, 
single, laborer, ranch 
 
1940 Val Verde Co. TX – same house in 1935 
Geo. R. Baker, 53 TX, rancher, stock ranch 
Ethel, 53 TX 
 

https://www.legendsofamerica.com/pink-higgens/
https://truewestmagazine.com/article/pink-higgins/
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1950 Val Verde Co. TX 
George R. Baker, 65 TX, supervising ranchwork, ranch 
Ethel, 64 TX 
& 4 hired hands, doing general ranchwork on the ranch, all born Mexico, ages 16, 17, 40 & 
42 
 


