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TUSCANIA 

 

Bennett, Herman Lee 
1895 MO – 1967 MO 

 
     

  
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-296H-
M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-
68X2&action=view  
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_08_00022-
02799?pId=2840919         
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MO death certificate of Herman Lee Bennett - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1967_00009589-
01428?pId=63385966 

 
Life: 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1967_00009589-01428?pId=63385966
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1967_00009589-01428?pId=63385966
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Is this his family? “Potosi (MO) Journal” Wednesday 16 Apr 1902 p 4 
gju 

 
List continues – St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 27 
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“St. Joseph (MO) News-Press” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Shelbina (MO) Torchlight” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Wife Mary Pilley: 
 

 
“St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” Saturday 16 Oct 1920 p 18 

 
 

 

 
Mary Mackness Pilley Bennett Gill – “Ups & Downs Magazine” May 2010 – Find A Grave 

23549032 
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Flower on Mary’s Find A Grave 23549032 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2FQL-TS5 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2FQL-TS5
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1720437:60382?tid=81558963&pid=112469119053&queryId=6b7d94c6-
cf70-44aa-9304-a79d71f89b79&_phsrc=cPx6706&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1720437:60382?tid=81558963&pid=112469119053&queryId=6b7d94c6-cf70-44aa-9304-a79d71f89b79&_phsrc=cPx6706&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1720437:60382?tid=81558963&pid=112469119053&queryId=6b7d94c6-cf70-44aa-9304-a79d71f89b79&_phsrc=cPx6706&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1720437:60382?tid=81558963&pid=112469119053&queryId=6b7d94c6-cf70-44aa-9304-a79d71f89b79&_phsrc=cPx6706&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/500144304:1171 
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MO death record of Harry V. Gill (1895-1967) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3386460:60382?tid=&pid=&queryId=fadcc451-8d83-4ed0-b2bc-
1df527e352a5&_phsrc=cPx6724&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1J-X9VS-

Q?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP5B-
6C3W&action=view 

 
Father: 

 
 

 
From Samuel T. Bennett’s Find A Grave record #130081638. Samuel b. 28 Jun 1859 
Washington Co. MO, d. 23 Sep 1913 St. Louis MO. Buried in the Potters Field (cemetery for 
the poor): 
 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of Susan Josephine Hays Bennett – “Potosi (MO) Journal” Wednesday 29 Jan 1902 

p 4 
 

 
“De Soto (MO) Press” Saturday 1 Feb 1902 p 5 
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Marriage of Samuel T. Bennett & Susie Hays married 10 Nov 1886 in Washington Co. MO – 

since Susie was underage, her father John P. Hays gave his consent - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-894R-

C9M9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWX1M-
S8PZ&action=view 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-894R-C9M9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWX1M-S8PZ&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-894R-C9M9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWX1M-S8PZ&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-894R-C9M9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWX1M-S8PZ&action=view
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Susan Hays’s mother Josephine Tanquer Bays Hays – “Kansas City (MO) Journal” Tuesday 

15 Apr 1890 p 1 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/163065:2094?tid=&pid=&queryId=2fc3918b-3302-4396-9d5f-
414895fe2902&_phsrc=cPx6765&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/163065:2094?tid=&pid=&queryId=2fc3918b-3302-4396-9d5f-414895fe2902&_phsrc=cPx6765&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/163065:2094?tid=&pid=&queryId=2fc3918b-3302-4396-9d5f-414895fe2902&_phsrc=cPx6765&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/163065:2094?tid=&pid=&queryId=2fc3918b-3302-4396-9d5f-414895fe2902&_phsrc=cPx6765&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Susan’s mother Josephine Tanquer Bays [misread as Baysons] on 20 Mar 1867 

to John P. Hays - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/510278353:1171 
 
 
 

Adoptive parents: 
 

 
Obituary of Margaretta Roehrs – “St. Louis (MO) Star & Times” Thursday 13 Jul 1939 p 27 
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Marriage of Herman Roehrs – “Iron County Register” (Ironton MO) Thursday 30 Apr 1914 p 4 
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Sibling: 

 
 

 
Sister Caroline G. Bennett, adopted name Graber, Coughlin (1898-1957) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/500118073:1171 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/500118073:1171
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Obituary of brother-in-law Thomas J. Coughlin – “St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” 

Thursday 25 Aug 1955 p 13 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1283255:60382 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Herman Lee Bennett 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron [then 213th Aero Squadron, then 372nd Aero 
Squadron, then Medical Detachment] - private 
Serial number: 81,467 
Entered service from:  Belleview, Iron MO 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Herman L. Bennett 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: uncle J.C. Rochrs, Belleview MO 
Returned from war on: "St. Louis" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Herman L. Bennett 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: uncle John C. Roehrs, Belleview ME (should be MO) (PFC, 
372nd Aero Sq) Uncle appears to be adoptive father Johann Christoph Roehrs (John C. 
Roehrs), 2 Jan 1845 Germany – d. 3 Mar 1928, Belleview, Iron MO. F: 27652170, buried in 
St. Louis MO.    
Enlistment: 22 May 1915 Jefferson Barracks MO, at age 17 
Service record:  

Hospital Corps: 22 May 1915 – 15 Oct 1917 (Jefferson Barracks MO) 
HQ Medical Detachment: 16 Oct 1917 – 21 Dec 1917 
158th Aero Squadron: 22 Dec 1917 – 23 Feb 1918 
213th Aero Squadron: 24 Feb 1918 – 3 Apr 1919 
372nd Aero Squadron: 4 Apr 1919 – 3 May 1919 
Medical Detachment: May 4, 1919 – March 18, 1920 

 
World War I draft registration (1917): 
Missouri Archives – serial 81467, resident of Belleview MO, inducted Jefferson Barracks 22 
May 1915, age 19 5/6 years, b. De Soto MO. Private Apr 1916. Overseas 23 Jan 1918 – 1 May 
1919. 
 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Herman Lee Bennett - b. 7 Jul 1895 De Soto MO; 
residence & employed by: City Hospital, 1515 Lafayette Ave. St. Louis MO. NOK Mary M. 
Bennett, Glenwood Sanitarium, Webster Groves MO. Scar on right cheek. Height: 5’9” – 
161 ½ lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index for Herman: 
Enlisted 6 Apr 1917 
Discharged 4 Jun 1920 
Address: 6044a Suburban Ave., St. Louis MO [same address as his wife, also a veteran] 
Rank/unit: PFC, Medical Dept. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index for Mary M. Pilley Bennett / Mary M. Pilley / Mary M. 
Gill (the Gill entry a later addition) 
Enlisted 21 Sep 1918 
Discharged 29 Oct 1919 
Address: 6044a Suburban Ave., St. Louis MO [same address as Herman] 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Jul 1895 (tombstone & WWII draft) – also found as 1898 – in DeSoto, Jefferson MO 
Died:  24 Mar 1967 Cape Girardeau, Cape Girardeau MO (of coronary thrombosis) 
Find A Grave record: 158569119 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Cape Girardeau, Cape Girardeau MO 
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Cemetery: Cape County Memorial Park 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Missouri PFC 372 Aero Sq WWI  
 
Father: Samuel T. (Sam) Bennett, 28 Jun 1859 Washington Co. MO – 23 Sep 1913 St. Louis, 
St. Louis City MO. Son of Jackson Bennett (ca. 1830 VA, who fought for the Confederacy in 
the Civil War & Nancy J. Rutledge (1834-1904, F: 5276287). His parents married 24 Nov 
1857 in Washington Co. MO.  
In the 1860 census for Liberty, Washington Co. MO, Jacson [sic] Bennett, age 30, b. VA, 
blacksmith, lives with wife Nancy (26 MO) & son Saml (age 1 MO). 
In the 1870 census for Liberty, Washington Co. MO, Samuel lives with his mother Nancy & 
sister Eliza, listed on the same census page as his future wife, Susan Hays.His 2 younger 
children. Her marital status is not recorded; his father is not listed. 
In the 1880 census for Liberty, Washington Co. MO, Nancy lists herself as a widow. 
Samuel’s two younger children – Herman & Caroline – were adopted after the death of his 
wife in 1902. He appears to have had rare, or no, contact with them. 
Buried in Potter’s Field, St. Louis, St. Louis City MO. 
Find A Grave: 130081638 
 
Mother: Susan Josephine (Susie) Hays Bennett, Apr 1870 [or Jul 1870?] Liberty, Washington 
Co. MO – 23 Jan 1902 DeSoto, Jefferson MO [erroneously found as 1903] 
Daughter of John P. Hays, ca. 1817/1819 MO. He had fought in the Civil War for the 
Confederacy. There are several earlier marriage possibilities for John in Washington Co. 
MO. 
Her mother was listed as Josephine Tanquer when she married her 1st husband, Elijah 
Bays, on 29 Oct 1850 in Washington Co. MO. Elijah had fought in the Civil War for the 
Union, in the 31st Infantry. In the 1860 census for Liberty, Washington Co. MO, Josephine 
Bays (24 MO) lived with husband Elijah Bays (30 MO, miner) & their daughter Mary (4 MO). 
Mrs. Josephine Bays married John Hays on 20 Mar 1867 in Washington Co. MO.   
In the 1870 census for Liberty, Washington Co. MO, conducted 3 Aug 1870, John P. Hays 
(53 MO), farmer, lived with wife Josephine (34 MO) & children Mary J. (here listed with 
surname Hays) (14 MO), John (13 MO) & Susan (1 month MO). On the same page is 
apparently Susan’s future husband – Nancy Bennett, 35 MO, keeping house, with children 
Samuel F. Bennett (12 MO) & daughter Eliza N. (9 MO). 
In the 1880 census for Liberty, Washington Co. MO, John Hays (61 MO), farmer & miner, 
lived with wife Josephine (45 MO) & daughters Susan (10 MO) & Eliza (6 MO). 
According to her obituary, buried in Potosi, Washington Co. MO, which has numerous 
cemeteries. 
Find A Grave: 
Parents’ marriage: Samuel J. Bennett & Susie H. Hays, daughter of John Hays, on 10 Nov 
1886 Suhwty township, Washington Co. MO 
 
Adoptive parents:  
Living with J.C. & Maggie Roehrs in the 1910 census in Iron Co. MO; listed as “adopted 
son.” 
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John C. Roehrs, 2 Jan 1845 Niedersachen/Fintel/Prussia (Germany) – 3 Mar 1928 Belleview, 
Iron Co. MO.  Originally named Johann Christof Roehrs/Rohrs. Buried in Western Lutheran 
Cemetery, St. Louis, St. Louis City MO. F: 27652170 
Margaretta Riebesel Roehrs, 8 Feb 1854 Germany – 12 Jul 1939 MO. Buried in Western 
Lutheran Cemetery, St. Louis, St. Louis City MO. F: 27727874 
 
Spouse:  Mary Mackness Pilley Bennett Gill, 13 Dec 1895 [Veterans Administration Master 
Index & MO death certificate] or 24 Nov 1895 [tombstone] London, Ontario, Canada – 20 
Aug 1955 St. Louis MO (in the Veterans Administration Hospital).  SSN 492-07-2673. 
According to her MO death record, born in London, Ontario, Canada. According to Find A 
Grave, born in Rotherham, Metropolitan Borough of Rotherham, South Yorkshire, England.  
Daughter of John Pilley & Elizabeth McIntosh. 
According to the “flower” on her Find A Grave record provided by Home Children Canada, 
Mary Pilley was a British “home child” brought to Canada by Dr. Bernardo Homes. On 11 
May 1908, Mary arrived in Quebec, Canada, aboard “Dominion.” From there, she traveled 
with her traveling party to Hazelbrae Home in Peterborough, Ontario, Canada. This, 
however, appears to be a record for a different Mary Bennett, who crossed the Atlantic with 
the Bennett surname. Mary Pilley did not become a Bennett until her 1920 marriage to 
Herman Lee Bennett. Birthdate & place remains a question. 
Perhaps the Mary Pilley, a student, who entered VT at St. Alban’s Crossing in 1916, a 
student, from Guelph, Canada, age 21, guardian Charles Abbott, Belmont, Ontario, 
Canada. Heading to Hudson NY.  
Married Herman V. Gill, age 49, on 12 Jun 1944 in St. Louis, St. Louis City MO. Both were 
residents of Webster Groves, St. Louis City MO. Harry V. Gill was born 19 Apr 1895 in 
Sterling, Whiteside IL & died 31 Mar 1967 St. Louis, St. Louis City MO. His MO death 
certificate lists his parents as unknown; his wife is Mary M. Gill. He is buried in Jefferson 
Barracks National Cemetery, Lemay, St. Louis Co. MO, F: 23582000. 
In the 1950 census, Harry V. Gill (53 IL), a stationary fireman for a shoe factory, lived with 
wife Mary M. Gill (53 Canada), a registered nurse on private duty, in Maplewood, St. Louis 
MO, at 2286 Yale. 
Died of ovarian cancer.  
Buried under surname Gill in Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, Lemay, St. Louis Co. 
MO. 
Tombstone reads Nurse / Army Nurse Corps / WWI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 23549032 
Marriage: “St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” Saturday 16 Oct 1920, p 18 – application for 
marriage license: Herman L. Bennett, 6064 Horton – Mary M. Pilley, White Plains NY. In the 
1950 census, Herman reports his marital status is “divorced.” 
 
Spouse: Lela --- Bennett, Herman’s surviving widow at the time of his death in Mar 1967. 
Might she be the Lela Bennett, b. 27 Sep 1893, d. 28 Apr 1983, buried in New Lorimier 
Cemetery, Cape Girardeau, Cape Girardeau MO, F: 7393065? 
 
Children: 
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Siblings: 

• Lillly Bennett, Jun 1887 Washington Co. MO (in 1900 census). The family is unable 
to trace her; does not appear to be adopted after her mother’s death. They 
speculate she may have married young.   

• Mary Bennett, Sep 1889 DeSoto, Jefferson MO (in 1900 census) The family is unable 
to trace her; does not appear to be adopted after her mother’s death. They 
speculate she may have married young.   

• Caroline Grace (Carrie) Bennett, adopted by Graber, Coughlin, 27 Oct 1898 St. 
Louis City MO – 17 Jul 1957 St. Louis City MO. Adopted at age 3 following the death 
of her mother by Charles Graber (F: 52803218) & wife Helene Kruger Graber (F: 
52803220), with the stipulation that her father Samuel could continue to know her 
as her father. But family believes Samuel never saw Carrie again, although he lived 
in St. Louis MO for some time after the adoption. Married in 1920 to Thomas Joseph 
Coughlin (1888-1955, F: 52225297). – Obtained a marriage license 15 Sep 1920 in 
St. Louis City MO; she was age 21 & he age 27. Buried in Calvary Cemetery & 
Mausoleum, St. Louis, St. Louis City MO. F: 52224396  

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
  “St. Joseph (MO) Gazette” 12 Feb 1918 p 10 – not yet reported as survivor: Herman L. 
Bennett of Belleview MO. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 489-14-4508 
 
Censuses: 
 
1910 Valle township, DeSoto city, Jefferson Co. MO – 559 Boyd 
Samuel Bennett, 41 MO, father b. VA, mother b. MO, engineer, stationery 
Susan, 30 MO, Apr 1870, parents b. MO 
Lilly, 12 MO, Jun 1887 
Mary, 10 MO, Sep 1889 
Herman, 5 MO, Sep 1894 
Carrie, 1 MO, Oct 1898 
 
1910 Iron, Iron Co. MO – with the couple who adopted him from the orphanage 
J.C. Roehrs, 65 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 32 years, farmer 
[ndexed as Roches] 
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Maggie Roehrs, 56 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 2 
are living [wife] 
Herman Roehrs, 28 MO, parents b. Germany, farm labor, working out [son] 
Herman Bennet [sic], 14 MO, parents b. MO [adopted son] 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 St. Louis MO – 5955 Romaine 
Herman L. Bennett, 34 MO, parents b. MO, age 24 at 1st marriage, conductor, street car, 
WWI veteran, renter 
Mary M. Bennett, 34 Canada (English), both parents b. Canada (English), age 24 at 1st 
marriage 
 
1940 cannot locate Herman 
 
1940 Gravois, St. Louis Co. MO – his wife Mary Pilley – line 75 – Glenwood Sanitarium 
Mary Bennett, 44 Canada (English), married (but with the M crossed through), same 
institution in 1933, registered nurse, employee  
 
1950 St. Louis, St. Louis City MO – 245 South St. 
Herman L. Bennett, 54 MO, divorced, hospital attendant, private hospital 
Lodger along with many others in the household of Otto Mosenthien 
 
 


