TUSCANIA

Tuscania casualty
Benefiel, Fredrick Tolman
1896 OR-15 Feb 1918 Tuscania
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ke County to Dedicate
Memorial to War Heroes
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]
MONUMENT to Lake county men who have died
n two World Wars is to be dedicated May 30. !

¥
]
i
Crawford, Percy Drinkwater, John '
Fields, Harold Neil Foster, Joe |

Lanning, Ned Miller, John C. Nich-

olson, James O'Connor, Ray J.

Peters, John W. Pratt, Harold J.

Taylor, Robert F. Wyan.

WORLD WAR It
Frank Alexander, Clarence E.

Barber, Walter A. Buick, Billle W,

Bunch, Willlam G. Burton, John

J. Cahill, Earl W. Clifton, Madi-

son Delaney, Loyd J. Geers, James

E. Harrell, Richard B. Haynes,

Harry O. Higgins, Louis F. Jacob-
sen, William E. Koenig, Wames
Lane, Kenneth W. Lewman, Sten

A. Lovenborg, Melvin Earl Mayer, |
Ned Neasham, Micheal J. O'Con-
nor, James K. Risen, Joseph B.
Saller, Francis Shortridge, John K. |
Skelton, Lowell Snead, Ray A. Ste-
ward, Michael C. Sult, Emest J.
Wallace, Roland Woods. '
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From the Lake County OR monument to the dead of WWI & WWII, dedicated 30 May 1951
“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” 24 May 1951 p 28 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/95030819/



X C- 7 183
BENEFIEL, FRED TOIMAN

RS-
Pyvt. Co. D 6th Bn. 20th Eng.
RH-
Santa Barbara, California
Sn. Died 2/14/13 V-
Born  11/24/ 96 N-
Enl Dis. K-
H-
A- 4 273 981
T- 518 056
® o o

YA FORM 3_72023 Existing stoecks of VA Foum u.sﬁﬂ INDEX cmn w—:omz ,..7

SEP 1955 3720, Jul 195, will be used. \‘,/

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2SQJ-
V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-
LZ2V&action=view

WAR DEPARTMENT REPLACEMENT
Q. M. C. Form No. 14
Revised Oct. 6, 1928

Interment in the ARLINGTON, VA. Nationai Cemetery

To—The Quartermaster General, Washington, D, C.

T REGIMENT OR VESSEL
NAME EANK COMPANY DO N LD AR
Number State Arm
BENEFIEL, FRED T. Ore. PVT . D 20th Engrs. 0es Dive World War
(250259) ; 6th Bn.
DATE OF DEATH 1 DATE OF INTERMENT GRAVE MARK i
4 , REMARKS
gl s Rt l i Day| Year | Seetion | GraveNo, | Dateof discharge and number of Pension Certificate, Disinterments, etc.
| | |
Feb. |14 |1918 | Oct. [22 | 1920 White | 1016 |Orig.Bur. Grave #83, Row 5, #154
in Sedtland Wropn. Eilnaughton, Port Ellen Isl%y Ar%yll. :
cotland. Enl. Dec. 14, 1817;State Ore.
l ot. 1920
\ |
Tate, Georgia, May 29, 1934
S1540 Shipping point for headstones ..
] Superinten;knt.
f"“" (See Instructions on Reverse Side)
sem 8 S/.8085006061 9

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479 2421406274 04
39-012517?pld=1795835



https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406274_0439-01251?pId=1795835
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406274_0439-01251?pId=1795835

Oregon, U.S., State Military Records, 18471977 for Frederick Tolman Benefiel

WWl Died in Service Index Cardes > 1017-1819

Benefiel,Frederick Tolman, Private

Born;Nov.24th ,1896 in Crooked (reek,T.ake 7%0.0re.
Residence;lakeveiw, Lake Jo,.0regon.

Znlisted at Grants Pass,0re.Dec.12th,1918 in Z20.D.6th Battalion,20th
Sngineers(Frest)

Died;Of lobar pneumonia Feb.14th,1918 in Scotland.¥Vas buried

at Kilnaughton,Isle of Islay,Scotland in grave No.83.

He was a survivor of the Titanic disaster.

Narest relatives;Mother is Mrs.R.L.Bensfil.

He was the first Lake County doldier to lose his life in the

present war.

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/159343:62477?tid=84974387&pid=332151375958&queryld=15f55210-5dd8-
4641-9e0b-15fade95200f& phsrc=cPx6479& phstart=successSource

Fred T Benefiel

Military = United States, World War I American Expeditionary Forces Deaths, 1917-1919

Page 16
OREGA

WHITE: INDUQEED INTO NATIONAL ARMY OR ASSIGNED THRREEO UPON BELISTMENT.

LG OF TRARE

Ackermsn, Charles G 2,784,056 Pt G0 D 864 Inf July B0/18
Anderson Cerl A. 5,186,662 Pt @ K 507 Inf Jan 24/19
Anderson Rangom Se / 816,749 3gt Bdg Det Ord Det reb 4/19
Arrell, Jasom 5,188,961 b4 4 G0 @ 167 Inf Sept 24/18
Barnes, Raynond Ve 5,186,789 Pve go @ 157 Ing Sept 24/18
Barrett, Gerald Je b Go ¥ 18 Bnge Dee 31/17
Bateman, lawrence Se 8,157,908 v go ¥ 112 Inf ost 31/18
Bauer, ¥ax Herman Jve 1,058,654 agt 260 Aer Serv Sq Sig ¢ Nov 17/18
Benefiel, Fred T. pve Go D6 Ba 20 Bnge Peb 14/18

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-
H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-
T6TJ&action=view



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159343:62477?tid=84974387&pid=332151375958&queryId=15f55210-5dd8-4641-9e0b-15fade95200f&_phsrc=cPx6479&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159343:62477?tid=84974387&pid=332151375958&queryId=15f55210-5dd8-4641-9e0b-15fade95200f&_phsrc=cPx6479&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159343:62477?tid=84974387&pid=332151375958&queryId=15f55210-5dd8-4641-9e0b-15fade95200f&_phsrc=cPx6479&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-T6TJ&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-T6TJ&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-T6TJ&action=view
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Edward T. Beletski, 008 Capitol Ave.

Frank

Many O_reoonl;m 4‘

(Continued tron"pln m)

Many Oregonians Safe,
The Portland survivors, as far as an-

' Fred T. Benefiel, Lukoview. ’

“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2

e VYV AITWEAG WNRIRIREe

L. Clark, 449 East Twenty-Sec-

(Continued on page six.)

“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6

Monument to Americanns.

At the gruvubv- the American sol-!

~

diers sang the *“Star Spangled Ban-
ner,"” followed by the natives singing
“God Save the King.” The usual mil-

tary salute was then fired, ending the |

ceremony.

Temporary fences have been built |
arcund the graves, to be replaced by,

mmtonmuo:.mmvfm-"‘

TR AL FASAMAMILIE BANAELEY AR EE VY AUAGGe

Frod T, Benefu.l Lakeviow.



a permanent enclosure as soon as the
materials can be brought to . hese
desolate shores. A Dritish colonel
who has worked day and night sincs
the disaster, helping the Americans
bury their dead, announced today that
the people of the nearby countrysids:,
had started a public subscription to
erect a permanent monument to the
Americans.

There are eight Americans still here
too ill to leave, several of them still
dazed by their experiences. They are
quartered in nearby farmhouses and
village hotels. These men are F. I.u

-

— — ——

Benefiel, E. L. Lystrom, Wilbur C.
Nutt, Boyd E. Hancock, E. E.
Harpham, Henry Schurting, James J.
Colwell and F. A. Gocher.

One American officer and 14 men
are still in a hospital at Glasgow.

Fred died on 14 Feb 1918 - “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/85860159/

Mother:



OR death record of mother Evrena May Clark Benefiel Benefiel - Find A Grave 47730614

Emelina Benefiel

ST. HELENA — Mrs. Eme-
' lina Benefiel, 86, died Thursday
_in a local rest home after an ex-
tended illness.

She had been a member of
the Sanitarium Seventh - day
Adventist Church.

Survivors include a son,

| James Benefiel of San Diego.
‘| Funeral services will he con-
ducted at 2 p.m. in the Morri-
son Funeral Chapel with Elder
Charles Mellor of the Sanitar-
ium Seventh -day Adventist
Church officiating. Burial will
follow in St. Helena Public
Cemetery.

Emma Benefiel |

Funeral services were held last
Saturday at Morrison Funeral
Chapel for Mrs. Emma Beneficl.
86, who died on ursday, July
11, in a local rest home, after an
extended illness.

The services were conducted by
Elder Charles Mellor, pastor of
the Sanitarium Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, of which Mrs.
Benefiel had been a member.

Burial was in St. Helena Public
Cemetery.

She is survived by a son, James
Benefiel of San Diego.
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Left: “Napa Valley Register” (Napa CA) Saturday 13 Jul 1963 p 2 —right: “St. Helena (CA)
Star” Thursday 18 Jul 1963 p 12

Siblings:

Lakeview Man's
Death Learned

Word was received here of the
death today, June 4, 1954, of Lewis
Edwin Benefiel, Lakeview. He was
born In Lake County December 31,
1887, and lived there all of his life,

In 1927 he married Eula Weagant
who survives, his mother, Evrena
Clark, Lakeview: three sisters,
Mrs. George Jaski, Lakeview:
Mrs., Dalton Johnson, Klamath
Falls; Mrs. L. H, Powman, Para-
dise, California. One brother,
James of Arizona.

Funeral services will be held to-
day, June 8, at 2 p.m, at the Ous-
ley-Osterman Funeral Chapel. In-
terment at New Pine Creek.

Obituary of Lewis Edwin Benefiel —the “sisters” appear to be Lewis & Eula’s daughters,
such as Elizabeth Benefiel (Mrs. George) JASKA - “Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News”
Saturday 5 Jun 1954 p 1
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Locas RecisTnan' s

STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH
STATE OF OREGON

STATE FiLe “@6503

=4

18, CAVSR OF DEATH

ONGET AND DEATH

—
MEDICAL CERTIFICATION w%Tes Oy ONE CAUSE FER LIKE FOR (A1, (B, AND (&
1. DISEASE CR CONDITION -
DIRECTLY LEADING TO DEATH® (A 0 o
ANTELEDENT CAUSES

DUETO ()

Moehic roeditions, (1 say.
mnwamumftl"blm
e e s

DUE 10 (Ct
I OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONOITIONS

e 0 e & o B Ve e et m-nu—a
So Uvr dbmpe o conlion CaUMagE o8

L w
; % a #,,m." BOoARS OF HEALTH—PONTLANG DATE RECEIVED
x ; S : [ -4 32 re Y A UL 8. PUBLIC MEALTH SeavicE Jlm 2 ‘ ]259
gg I g 1 ::e"&.o:n . v LORL . sy i
ITYPE OR PRUNT )
§3% ¢ Edwin (k2]
F B = PLACE OF DEATH 3. USUAL RESIDENGE (%here decessst (ived. 31 inweitution: residerce bafore 36
E. i " & COUNTY A STATE 0. COUNTY aaiee.
Thie Lake Lake
- s t B CITY (If aewtside curperscs banits, wille RURAL teowiinel | @, LENGTH OF € CITY OF wishic comorate Timita, wrile RURALI
ﬁ v : oRr N c STAY lin I&fﬂ‘ OR c .k
a = ToW r TOWN re
g & D. FULL NAMIE OF O ot i boop 1l or naciushed, 1 €L sty s o | (vallon) O STREET U rursl, gow lcesticn)
] E g INSTITOTIoN BORR
® = !
8" 3 4. 03;' G8anth) 10wy oy 8. 5EX # COLOK O MACK | TA, MANNIED, nonvlll M‘A;&mo 7. :n:gmmo
a . ) ey wi
Hd oeatH June,4/10647 | M w arri ed
‘g B B. DATFE OF BIRTH 9, AGE an seu M Looder § Yeve l'l"*'l'""- 10 BIRTHPLACE (% or foreian ecustry) 11 CITIZEN OF WHAT
x D 81 1887 ¥ :l T Wors | M Y%l
ug | 26001 68 5 Lake Co.Oregon L Tge
L a g 12 FATHER 5 NAME 13. MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME '
SEE James Benefiel Evrena Clark
5 5 . 142 USUAL OCCUPATION 140. KIND OF BUSINESS OR IN-| 15 IF VETERAN. NAME WAR |16 (nrormanss own ATUR ]
ag® | B Efred Fone : '
: g ; 17, SDCIAL SECUMITY NO IBLRERO PN
-
2
™
o
a

MARGIN RESERVED FOR BINDING

SUPPLIED. AGE s

I "y

154, DATE OF 190, MAJOR FINDINGS OF OPERAT AUTOFSY:
OPERATION [ESCEGERRALION za. T
i I [ E
A ' C =
21 :E?CI?D' yerify) mwucao_g m&‘nv .y 2: Rie, |=m'._v¢w_u. on ¥ 1ATATEY
HOMICIDE s
21D, TIME  (Menih Dapi Ve s [aie nmwnumn Z1¥. HOW DIO INJURY OCSUR?

mm MOT WHILE|
AT WORK

ATE STATED

22. | HEREBY CERTIFY THAT | ATTENDFD THE é_t_i;nsso Fm_%&q 10520 §
DECEASED ALIVE ON %_. 15884 Ao THAT DEATH ‘DccuRRED AT LaO@

195/ THAT | LAST saw
THE CAUSES AND ON THE

TION SHOULD BE CAREFULLY
OCCUPATION 18 VERY IMPORTANT.

N. B—~WRITE PLAINLY. WITH UNFADING INK—THIS
CAUSE OF DEATH IN PLAIN

ronm ver

Find A Grave 22595562 and

OR death record of brother Lewis Edwin Benefiel (1887-1954) —

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/609878:61675

Lewis Edwin Benefiel
in the Oregon, U.S., Select Births and Christenings, 1868-1929

MName Lewis Edwin Benefiel

Gender Male

Birth Diate 21 Dec18BT

Birth Place Crooked Creshk Valley, Lake, Oregon
Father James T Bensfiel

Mother Evrena May Clark

FHL Filmn Murmber

2229473
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/52430:601067?ssrc=pt&tid=84974387&pid=332151375954

JRN OF MARRIAGE

........ Residence J_A.ft ad

color. &A1 m.z‘.....;,, ge.... ./. z i/( e

Birthplace d’{ !5 L

Z / ¢
Occupation L 7, B0, I X 7 I Y oy 5 g

No. of marriage ! : :‘V¢ ¢

Father's birthplace !’/ “6 L!
WK

Mother's birthplace V/ a

Registered No

Date of marriage... W e ; / /“ ...... ,Yﬁ)r.ﬁr.7
¥ ~ (Signed) ) O St (Z:é;mﬁ? ,,,,,,
i Lva Weiotesvarn, ’PERLE,

httos //www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120481456:61677



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52430:60106?ssrc=pt&tid=84974387&pid=332151375954
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52430:60106?ssrc=pt&tid=84974387&pid=332151375954
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120481456:61677
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Sister Iva Viola Ann Benefiel Shellhammer Lofftus (1893-1944) -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/542204:616757tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryld=28143dfb-b7{3-
4854-9b35-1e59f388437e&_phsrc=cPx6460&_phstart=successSource



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/542204:61675?tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryId=28143dfb-b7f3-4854-9b35-1e59f388437e&_phsrc=cPx6460&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/542204:61675?tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryId=28143dfb-b7f3-4854-9b35-1e59f388437e&_phsrc=cPx6460&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/542204:61675?tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryId=28143dfb-b7f3-4854-9b35-1e59f388437e&_phsrc=cPx6460&_phstart=successSource
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(E OF MARRIAGE

N OF MARRIAGE

uNT OF LAKE REGISTEREDNo.. .
OR
i e S e e e
S e e STREET
DATE OF MARRIAGH ol o B ATIRIC 2.2 19.77
= Tirve Month --------- Duy’ _____ : Y‘c:nr_ =
HUSBAND \ WIFE :

GLO‘OMCLLL/TL. i Ougm _____

Rl s B30 25
Years Months Days

(noa !’LLACILL_L,Z @fuﬁ/an

\J’ouvw‘JA. _____________________________

| No.of Marriage .._.

Father's Birthplace __

o wmw M&. BWM

Residence O\Uﬂ%ﬂd. M
Color . Wh\; : Age -
Birthplace . Cl\O’Okﬂ.A. B b oz BOORE

Occupation _ _ _ym.l T3 W
Vs -

Mother's Birthplace g() o Q,A& ......................

(Signed) ____

County Clerk

Ao

Marriage to Pleasant Earnest Shellhammer on 22 Feb 1911 in Lake Co. OR -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/122152666:616777tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryld=8f4bb081 -

c300-45d8-9d95-89cde8e89632&_phsrc=cPx6464&_phstart=successSource
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Maiden name Qv T ‘
of wife JZU“L{J 17;:? LA,«J/yf«r,,a /é__.
f

Resi : ~.

o
Date of marriage \7"""&'"""" e L / L7
(Month) V (Day) (Year)
Wias.casecontested?. . JAAD o0 T

Number of children .
affected by decree db‘f"D ...................................

ioned) (AL JY, Dot ALt

gy R \ ounty, Clerk.

5 4

Divorce 1 May 1925 Lake Co. OR on grounds of deé_ertion from Pleasant Earnest

Shellhammer - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90021220:61678

Iva Shellhammer
in the Oregon, U.5., Marriage Indexes, 1206-2009

MName

Gender
Marriage Date
Marriage Place

Spouse

va Shellhammsar
Famals

25 Dec 1925

Lake, Cregon, USA

Oscar P Lofftus

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/904202396:5193



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90021220:61678
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/904202396:5193
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Obituary of Iva, which fails to mention her surviving brothers Lewis, Lester & James — “Bend

Mrs. Lofftus, 50,
!Taken by Deafh

Mrs. Iva Lofftus, 50, died this
'mornine ot her home 5009 Harri- |
:man. after an illness of several|
years. Mrs. Lofftus was a native!
‘nf L.ake county, where she spent’
her entire life until coming to
'Bend with her husband, Paul
| Lotﬂus. several months ago.

/| Funeral scrvices are under the
1 direction of Niswonger and Wins-
. low funeral home and will be held
' Thursday - from the Baptist
‘i church in Ldk(-\im\ '

Besides her hudmnd a Bend
restaurant  operator, and her
I mother, Mrs. Everena Benefield
1 of Lakeview, who was with her at
death, Mrs. Lofftus is also sur
'vived by twogsons, Fred and Bob,
‘«I Bend; and t\m daughters, Mrs.

Rc rt Royster of Portland and
\h‘s Homer Strombaugh ol San

" F rancisco, Calif.

(OR) Bulletin” Tuesday 25 Jan 1944 p 5




17

LAUDYVQAQY, 24y WUULIL VL AIMCAL ERTe

 BENEFIEL-LAYTON — L. Leon
Benefiel, 42, and Lillie V. Lay-
ton, 41, both of Reno.

Marriage license of brother Lester Leon Benefiel (1900-1944) - “Reno (NV) Gazette-
Journal” Tuesday 11 Aug 1942 p 12

RETURN OF MARRIAGE

HUSBAND WIFE

Full maiden nam:‘?\'\ Q/M LQﬁ L'l,&) |
Residence CLC/‘Q/CL ‘—M G,J j-/ ,j |

Color {"‘”""‘M‘-‘, Age o 1 = 4

Mopths Days
Bmhplaceéa 21&4%‘;:...,“{.' L Q. HALln
Occupation m’ﬂ-‘(w'lb e

No. of marriage l Qf

Father’s birthplace

17
Mother’s birthplace @ 'IA""\ A tRees

- -

Registered No...

Marriage of Lester Leon Benefiel to Marie De Carlo -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120539926:61677



https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120539926:61677
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Divorce of brother James Thornley Benefiel (1904-1969) after 5 months of marriage -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/90135284:61678?tid=84974387&pid=332151375962&queryld=fe92f79e-
fa2c-4768-b431-97a31a7¢c90f3&_phsrc=cPx6470&_phstart=successSource

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin
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Name: Fredrick Tolman Benefiel

Name variations: Frederick T. Benefiel, Fred T. Benefiel

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private

Serial number: not assigned when died

Entered service from: Lakeview, Lake OR

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Fred T. Benefiel

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. R.L. Benefiel, Lakeview OR

First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 83, as Fred
T. Benefiel

Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920

Body listed on return ship as: F.T. Benefiel

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: NOK not reported on this list, pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs, 6th
Battalion

World War | draft registration (1917):

National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Lakeview OR [he himself was
deceased]

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlistment date not given

Discharge date not given [death date of 14 Feb 1918]
Address: Santa Barbara CA

Rank/unit:

Birth & death:

Born: 24 Nov 1896 Crooked Creek, Lake OR

Died: Tuscania, 15 Feb 1918, Islay, Scotland (pneumonia from the Tuscania experience)
(alternative dates: 12 or 14 Feb)

Find A Grave record: 57041386 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower

Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. VA

Cemetery: Arlington National

Tombstone: veteran tombstone - Oregon Pvt 20 Engrs

Father: James Tolman Benefiel, 24 Aug 1855 Louisa Co. IA- 15 Feb 1904 CA. Son of Robert
Wiley Benefiel & Lilles Rockerfeller Raymond. James & brother Robert came in 1878 from
Goleta Valley CA to Lake Co. OR in a buckboard. James homesteaded at Crooked Creek
Canyon, where he built a cabin. Following his 1887 marriage, he homesteaded at the
mouth of Loveless Creek. After James was injured in an accident in 1903, the family (which
included 4 children) moved to Santa Barbara CA by horse to improve his health, but he
died in 1904. His son James was born posthumously, a month after his father’s death.
Buried in Goleta Cemetery, Goleta, Santa Barbara CA.

Find A Grave: 6121924
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Mother: Evrena May (“Rena”) Clark Benefiel Benefiel, 29 Jul 1865 South English, Keokuk IA
—12Jul 1963 Saint Helena, Napa CA. She outlived all but her youngest child, James.
Following the death of her 1°* husband, James Tolman Benefiel, she married his younger
brother, Robert Lewis Benefiel. Buried in Saint Helena Cemetery, Saint Helena, Napa CA.
Find A Grave: 47730614

Parents’ marriage:20 Mar 1887 Ashland, Jackson OR

Stepfather: Robert Lewis Benefiel, 25 Aug 1858 IA — 23 May 1928 Lake Co. OR. Son of
Robert Wiley Benefiel & Lilles Rockerfeller Raymond, and brother of Evrena’s 1t husband
James Tolman Benefiel.

Spouse:
Spouse Find A Grave:

Children:

Siblings:

e Lewis Edwin Benefiel, 31 Dec 1887 Crooked Creek Valley, Lake OR [or Ashland,
Jackson OR] -4 Jun 1954 Lake Co. OR. Married 11 May 1927 Lakeview, Lake OR to
Eula Pearl Weagant (1908-1981, F: 1339397627). Buried in New Pine Creek
Cemetery, New Pine, Lake OR. F: 22595562

e |vaViola Ann Benefiel Shellhammer Lofftus. 2 Sep 1893 Lakeview, Lake OR - 25 Jan
1944 Bend, Deschutes OR. - Married to Pleasant Earnest Shellhammer (1888-1968)
in Lake Co. OR on 22 Feb 1911. Divorced 1 May 1925 in Lake Co. OR. - Married to
Oscar Lofftus (1895-1955) in Lake Co. OR on 25 Dec 1925. Buried in IOOF
Cemetery, Lakeview, Lake OR. F: 38358905

e Lester Leon Benefiel, 5 Aug 1900 OR - 23 Sep 1944 San Joaquin Co. CA. Married
Marie De Carlo when she was age 25 on 23 Aug 1936 Lakeview, Lake OR. She was
bornin Osceola MO. - Married Lilllian V. Penland Layton (1901-1982, F: 104459921),
obtaining a marriage license in Reno, Washoe NV in Aug 1942. Lillian was the
daughter of John Milton Penland (1864-1939, F: 88762456). She had married ca.
1920 Leslie J. Layton, born c. 1891. - Buried as L. Leon Benefiel in Peoples
Cemetery, San Andreas, Calaveras CA. F: 88762407

e James Thornley Benefiel, 28 Mar 1904 Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara CA — 28 Dec
1969 Foresthill, Placer Co. CA. Born the month after his father died. WWII veteran. —
Married 14 Jun 1946 to Velma Marie, who reports her maiden name was also
Benefiel on their 14 Nov 1946 Lake Co. OR divorce. Buried in Old Auburn Cemetery,
Auburn, Placer CA. F: 49749049

Notes:
Wartime:

“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 14 Feb 1918 p 2
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8 Americans still on Scottish coast [i.e. Islay] too ill to leave, “several of them still dazed by
their experiences.” One of them was F.l. Benefiel. [other newspapers report his initials as
F.L.]

Post-war:

Obituary:
Censuses:

1900 Crooked Creek, Lake OR

James T. Benefiel, 45 IA, Aug 1855, parents’ birthplaces unknown, married 13 years, no
occupation listed

Evarena, 36 IA, parents b. PA, Jul 1864, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living

Lewis E., 12 OR, Dec 1887, at school

lvaV., 8 OR, Sep 1891, at school

Frederick T., 3 OR, Nov 1896

1910 Crooked Creek, Lake OR

Edwin Benefiel, 22 OR, parents b. IA, farmer [i.e. Lewis Edwin] [head of household]
Rena Benefiel, 45 |A, parents b. |A, widow, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living [mother]
Iva, 19 OR, parents b. A [sister]

Fred, 12 OR, parents b. |IA [brother]

Lewin or Lewis, 9 OR, parents b. IA [brother][i.e. Lester]

James, 5 OR, parents b. IA [brother]



