
1 
 

 

TUSCANIA 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Benefiel, Fredrick Tolman 

1896 OR – 15 Feb 1918 Tuscania 
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From the Lake County OR monument to the dead of WWI & WWII, dedicated 30 May 1951 
“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” 24 May 1951 p 28 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/95030819/ 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2SQJ-

V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-
LZ2V&action=view 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406274_04

39-01251?pId=1795835 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406274_0439-01251?pId=1795835
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2590/images/40479_2421406274_0439-01251?pId=1795835
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/159343:62477?tid=84974387&pid=332151375958&queryId=15f55210-5dd8-
4641-9e0b-15fade95200f&_phsrc=cPx6479&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-

H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-
T6TJ&action=view 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159343:62477?tid=84974387&pid=332151375958&queryId=15f55210-5dd8-4641-9e0b-15fade95200f&_phsrc=cPx6479&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159343:62477?tid=84974387&pid=332151375958&queryId=15f55210-5dd8-4641-9e0b-15fade95200f&_phsrc=cPx6479&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/159343:62477?tid=84974387&pid=332151375958&queryId=15f55210-5dd8-4641-9e0b-15fade95200f&_phsrc=cPx6479&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-T6TJ&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-T6TJ&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KF-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-T6TJ&action=view
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Life: 

 

  

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

  
“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 
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Fred died on 14 Feb 1918 - “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/85860159/ 
 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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OR death record of mother Evrena May Clark Benefiel Benefiel – Find A Grave 47730614 
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Left: “Napa Valley Register” (Napa CA) Saturday 13 Jul 1963 p 2 – right: “St. Helena (CA) 
Star” Thursday 18 Jul 1963 p 12 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Obituary of Lewis Edwin Benefiel – the “sisters” appear to be Lewis & Eula’s daughters, 
such as Elizabeth Benefiel (Mrs. George) JASKA - “Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” 

Saturday 5 Jun 1954 p 1 
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OR death record of brother Lewis Edwin Benefiel (1887-1954) – Find A Grave 22595562 and 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/609878:61675 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/52430:60106?ssrc=pt&tid=84974387&pid=332151375954 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120481456:61677 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52430:60106?ssrc=pt&tid=84974387&pid=332151375954
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52430:60106?ssrc=pt&tid=84974387&pid=332151375954
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120481456:61677
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Sister Iva Viola Ann Benefiel Shellhammer Lofftus (1893-1944) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/542204:61675?tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryId=28143dfb-b7f3-

4854-9b35-1e59f388437e&_phsrc=cPx6460&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/542204:61675?tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryId=28143dfb-b7f3-4854-9b35-1e59f388437e&_phsrc=cPx6460&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/542204:61675?tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryId=28143dfb-b7f3-4854-9b35-1e59f388437e&_phsrc=cPx6460&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/542204:61675?tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryId=28143dfb-b7f3-4854-9b35-1e59f388437e&_phsrc=cPx6460&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage to Pleasant Earnest Shellhammer on 22 Feb 1911 in Lake Co. OR -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/122152666:61677?tid=84974387&pid=332151375956&queryId=8f4bb081-

c300-45d8-9d95-89cde8e89632&_phsrc=cPx6464&_phstart=successSource 
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Divorce 1 May 1925 Lake Co. OR on grounds of desertion from Pleasant Earnest 

Shellhammer - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90021220:61678 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/904202396:5193 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90021220:61678
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/904202396:5193
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Obituary of Iva, which fails to mention her surviving brothers Lewis, Lester & James – “Bend 

(OR) Bulletin” Tuesday 25 Jan 1944 p 5 
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Marriage license of brother Lester Leon Benefiel (1900-1944) – “Reno (NV) Gazette-

Journal” Tuesday 11 Aug 1942 p 12 
 

 
Marriage of Lester Leon Benefiel to Marie De Carlo - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120539926:61677 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120539926:61677
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Divorce of brother James Thornley Benefiel (1904-1969) after 5 months of marriage - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/90135284:61678?tid=84974387&pid=332151375962&queryId=fe92f79e-

fa2c-4768-b431-97a31a7c90f3&_phsrc=cPx6470&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Fredrick Tolman Benefiel 
Name variations:  Frederick T. Benefiel, Fred T. Benefiel 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: not assigned when died 
Entered service from:  Lakeview, Lake OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Fred T. Benefiel 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. R.L. Benefiel, Lakeview OR  
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 83, as Fred 
T. Benefiel 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: F.T. Benefiel 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: NOK not reported on this list, pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs, 6th 
Battalion 
World War I draft registration (1917): 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:   Lakeview OR [he himself was 
deceased] 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment date not given 
Discharge date not given [death date of 14 Feb 1918] 
Address: Santa Barbara CA 
Rank/unit: 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 24 Nov 1896 Crooked Creek, Lake OR 
Died:  Tuscania, 15 Feb 1918, Islay, Scotland (pneumonia from the Tuscania experience) 
(alternative dates: 12 or 14 Feb) 
Find A Grave record: 57041386 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. VA  
Cemetery: Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone - Oregon Pvt 20 Engrs  
 
Father: James Tolman Benefiel, 24 Aug 1855 Louisa Co. IA - 15 Feb 1904 CA. Son of Robert 
Wiley Benefiel & Lilles Rockerfeller Raymond. James & brother Robert came in 1878 from 
Goleta Valley CA to Lake Co. OR in a buckboard. James homesteaded at Crooked Creek 
Canyon, where he built a cabin. Following his 1887 marriage, he homesteaded at the 
mouth of Loveless Creek. After James was injured in an accident in 1903, the family (which 
included 4 children) moved to Santa Barbara CA by horse to improve his health, but he 
died in 1904. His son James was born posthumously, a month after his father’s death. 
Buried in Goleta Cemetery, Goleta, Santa Barbara CA. 
Find A Grave: 6121924 
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Mother: Evrena May (“Rena”) Clark Benefiel Benefiel, 29 Jul 1865 South English, Keokuk IA 
– 12 Jul 1963 Saint Helena, Napa CA.  She outlived all but her youngest child, James. 
Following the death of her 1st husband, James Tolman Benefiel, she married his younger 
brother, Robert Lewis Benefiel. Buried in Saint Helena Cemetery, Saint Helena, Napa CA. 
Find A Grave: 47730614 
Parents’ marriage:20 Mar 1887 Ashland, Jackson OR 
 
Stepfather: Robert Lewis Benefiel, 25 Aug 1858 IA – 23 May 1928 Lake Co. OR. Son of 
Robert Wiley Benefiel & Lilles Rockerfeller Raymond, and brother of Evrena’s 1st husband 
James Tolman Benefiel. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Lewis Edwin Benefiel, 31 Dec 1887 Crooked Creek Valley, Lake OR [or Ashland, 
Jackson OR] – 4 Jun 1954 Lake Co. OR. Married 11 May 1927 Lakeview, Lake OR to 
Eula Pearl Weagant (1908-1981, F: 1339397627). Buried in New Pine Creek 
Cemetery, New Pine, Lake OR. F: 22595562 

• Iva Viola Ann Benefiel Shellhammer Lofftus. 2 Sep 1893 Lakeview, Lake OR – 25 Jan 
1944 Bend, Deschutes OR. - Married to Pleasant Earnest Shellhammer (1888-1968) 
in Lake Co. OR on 22 Feb 1911. Divorced 1 May 1925 in Lake Co. OR. - Married to 
Oscar Lofftus (1895-1955) in Lake Co. OR on 25 Dec 1925. Buried in IOOF 
Cemetery, Lakeview, Lake OR. F: 38358905 

• Lester Leon Benefiel, 5 Aug 1900 OR – 23 Sep 1944 San Joaquin Co. CA. Married 
Marie De Carlo when she was age 25 on 23 Aug 1936 Lakeview, Lake OR. She was 
born in Osceola MO. – Married Lilllian V. Penland Layton (1901-1982, F: 104459921), 
obtaining a marriage license in Reno, Washoe NV in Aug 1942. Lillian was the 
daughter of John Milton Penland (1864-1939, F: 88762456). She had married ca. 
1920 Leslie J. Layton, born c. 1891. - Buried as L. Leon Benefiel in Peoples 
Cemetery, San Andreas, Calaveras CA. F: 88762407 

• James Thornley Benefiel, 28 Mar 1904 Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara CA – 28 Dec 
1969 Foresthill, Placer Co. CA. Born the month after his father died. WWII veteran. – 
Married 14 Jun 1946 to Velma Marie, who reports her maiden name was also 
Benefiel on their 14 Nov 1946 Lake Co. OR divorce. Buried in Old Auburn Cemetery, 
Auburn, Placer CA. F: 49749049 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 14 Feb 1918 p 2 
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8 Americans still on Scottish coast [i.e. Islay] too ill to leave, “several of them still dazed by 
their experiences.” One of them was F.I. Benefiel. [other newspapers report his initials as 
F.L.]  
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Crooked Creek, Lake OR 
James T. Benefiel, 45 IA, Aug 1855, parents’ birthplaces unknown, married 13 years, no 
occupation listed 
Evarena, 36 IA, parents b. PA, Jul 1864, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Lewis E., 12 OR, Dec 1887, at school 
Iva V., 8 OR, Sep 1891, at school 
Frederick T., 3 OR, Nov 1896 
 
1910 Crooked Creek, Lake OR 
Edwin Benefiel, 22 OR, parents b. IA, farmer [i.e. Lewis Edwin] [head of household] 
Rena Benefiel, 45 IA, parents b. IA, widow, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living [mother] 
Iva, 19 OR, parents b. IA [sister] 
Fred, 12 OR, parents b. IA [brother] 
Lewin or Lewis, 9 OR, parents b. IA  [brother] [i.e. Lester] 
James, 5 OR, parents b. IA [brother] 
 


