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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Baird, Herschell Otto 
1895 TX – 1923 CA 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W7TQ-

H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCQ-
4P9G&action=view 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/656191:5187?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&
_phsrc=cPx3538&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/656191:5187?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3538&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/656191:5187?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3538&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/656191:5187?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3538&_phstart=successSource
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CA death record – died of “chronic pulmonary tuberculosis,” originally contracted in 

France - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89SV-X9M6-
2?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQGRH-

ZWLY&action=view 
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US National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, Sawtelle CA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/260983:1200?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&

_phsrc=cPx3540&_phstart=successSource 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/260983:1200?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3540&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/260983:1200?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3540&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/260983:1200?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3540&_phstart=successSource
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Herschell claimed exemption due to his religious beliefs – “Enid (OK) Daily Eagle” 

Wednesday 23 May 1917 p 5 
 

 
“Baltimore (MD) Sun” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Enid (OK) Daily Eagle” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 8 

 
 

 
List continues – “Altus (OK) Times-Democrat” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Wagoner (OK) Record-Democrat” Monday 14 Feb 1918 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/607467494/ 
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Reported dead – “Enid (OK) Events” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 22 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Wagoner (OK) Record-Democrat” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Salt Lake Telegram” (Salt Lake City UT) Friday 22 Aug 1919 p 2 

 
Wife 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/144843:61581?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100
&_phsrc=cPx3544&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/144843:61581?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3544&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/144843:61581?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3544&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/144843:61581?tid=&pid=&queryId=22b96ddd526a070aa22b4baab1e1c100&_phsrc=cPx3544&_phstart=successSource
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Santa Monica CA city directory 1923 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1169564307:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=71cdbe8abe1bc18c9f36e18253f7a2

10&_phsrc=cPx3569&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Is this her? – “Albuquerque (NM) Evening Herald” Monday 1 Dec 1919 p 8 

 

 
Is this her? – “Albuquerque (NM) Journal” Tuesday 9 May 1922 p 3 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1169564307:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=71cdbe8abe1bc18c9f36e18253f7a210&_phsrc=cPx3569&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1169564307:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=71cdbe8abe1bc18c9f36e18253f7a210&_phsrc=cPx3569&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1169564307:2469?tid=&pid=&queryId=71cdbe8abe1bc18c9f36e18253f7a210&_phsrc=cPx3569&_phstart=successSource
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Los Angeles CA city directory 1924 (Herschell is dead) – Gladys, a nurse, is at same 

address – https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1479318405:2469?tid=38182185&pid=20420314221&queryId=bd384b6d3fc

31f922dce5cd5a52dbc99&_phsrc=cPx3578&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Is this her? – “Venice (CA) Evening Vanguard” Monday 8 Aug 1927 p 1 

 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1479318405:2469?tid=38182185&pid=20420314221&queryId=bd384b6d3fc31f922dce5cd5a52dbc99&_phsrc=cPx3578&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1479318405:2469?tid=38182185&pid=20420314221&queryId=bd384b6d3fc31f922dce5cd5a52dbc99&_phsrc=cPx3578&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1479318405:2469?tid=38182185&pid=20420314221&queryId=bd384b6d3fc31f922dce5cd5a52dbc99&_phsrc=cPx3578&_phstart=successSource
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MO death record of brother James Ruben Baird (1884-1959) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/61357359:60382 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/61357359:60382
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Brother Otis Baird - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/38182185/person/20420314222/facts 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10535044:60901?tid=38182185&pid=20420314222&queryId=d09bc5a37631
15c2cd3d78e547ad17d1&_phsrc=cPx3555&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38182185/person/20420314222/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/38182185/person/20420314222/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10535044:60901?tid=38182185&pid=20420314222&queryId=d09bc5a3763115c2cd3d78e547ad17d1&_phsrc=cPx3555&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10535044:60901?tid=38182185&pid=20420314222&queryId=d09bc5a3763115c2cd3d78e547ad17d1&_phsrc=cPx3555&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10535044:60901?tid=38182185&pid=20420314222&queryId=d09bc5a3763115c2cd3d78e547ad17d1&_phsrc=cPx3555&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13606001:1002 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13606001:1002
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OR death record of brother Joe Emmett Baird (1896-1947) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63516:61675 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Herschell Otto Baird 
Name variations: Herschel Baird / Herchel Baird 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. HQ - private 
Serial number:  250,772 
Entered service from:  Wagoner, Wagoner OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Herschell O. Baird 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Emmett Baird, Wagoner OK 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Herschel O. Baird 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Rube Baird, Wagner OK (wagoner, 18th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Herchel Baird - b. 12 Jan 1895 Sherman TX; res: 
Crowder City, Pittsburg OK. Single. Farm laborer, not employed. Claimed exemption from 
the draft: “Yes, contrary to religious belief.” Medium height & build. Note added: “not 
disabled.” Card signed Herschell Baird. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 6 Dec 1917 
Discharged 13 Jun 1919 
Address: 2511 – 102nd Ave., Sawtelle CA 
Rank/unit: wagoner, Cas Det Demob Group 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Jan 1895 Sherman, Grayson TX (Hershell spelling used in CA Death Index) (12 Jan 
1894 Veterans Administration Master Index) (CA Deaths: 22 Jan 1895 TX) 
Died:  20 Nov 1923 Los Angeles Co. CA [the name of the city is illegible on his CA Death 
record] CA Deaths: died at age 28 years, 10 months, 8 days. Of chronic pulmonary 
tuberculosis, contracted in France. He was a warfare veteran drawing compensation. 
Parents & the birthplaces unknown. Wife: Mrs. Gladys Baird. Had lived in CA 18 months.  
Find A Grave record: 3686828 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Los Angeles, Los Angeles Co. CA 
Cemetery: Los Angeles National 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: James Norris Baird, Dec 1858 AL (in 1900 census) – apparently dead before 1910 in 
Van Buren Co. AR as the children are living in separate residences. Son of Zebulon 
(Zebedee) Erwin Baird & Mary Ann Norris. 
Find A Grave: 
 
Mother: Elnora (Nora) Reyno Baird, Jul 1863 TN (in 1900 census) – apparently dead before 
1910 in Van Buren Co. AR.  
Find A Grave: 
Parents’ marriage: 
 
Spouse:  Gladys Mandel Sneed Baird. She is listed as his surviving widow on his CA death 
record. They had been married almost 16 months at the time of Herschell’s death. 
Listed as a nurse in the 1924 Los Angeles CA city directory. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: Herschell O. Baird married Gladys Mandel Sneed on 23 May 1922 in Bernalillo 
Co. NM. 
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Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• James Ruben (Rube) Baird, 1 Oct 1884 Grayson Co. TX – 29 Apr 1959 Senath, 
Dunklin MO (at his home). “Rube Baird” of Wagoner OK (listed as Herschell’s next-
of-kin upon his return from France. Married 19 Aug 1907 to Myrtle Lura Ellen White 
(1890-1994, F: 256610788). Myrtle later married Berna Elmer Harmon. – James is 
buried in McGrew Cemetery, Senath, Dunklin MO. F: 89149972 

• Pearl Baird, May 1886 TX (in 1900 census) –  
• Otis D. Baird, 16 Mar 1891 or 1892 Sherman, Grayson TX -   Social Security lists 

name as Odis. Was he the Otis Baird, age 21, a resident of Denning, Franklin AR, 
who married Laura Martin, age 17, on 18 Feb 1911 in Franklin Co. AR? When he 
registered for the WWI draft on 1 Jun 1918, Otis Baird was a miner, b. 16 Mar 1891 in 
Sherman TX, living in Jasper Co. MO & listed as his dependents his mother & 2 
children. His marital status was not entered. - On his WWII registration, dated 27 
Apr 1942, he gave his name as Odis Baird, b. 16 Mar 1892 in an unknown location in 
TX, a resident of Los Angeles CA, unemployed.  

• Joe Emmett Baird, 3 Nov 1896 AR (OR death record) or Houston, Harris TX (Find A 
Grave & 1900 census) – 31 Aug 1947 Grants Pass, Josephine OR. Married in 1918 to 
Hallie Ina Hudson (1902-1965, F: 3421625), who later married Walter Edward 
Noack. – Served in WWI from Arizona as a private in the 9th Division Battalion. – Died 
from a “basilar skull fracture, severe” when he “fell and struck head on sidewalk.” 
Buried in Hillcrest Memorial Park Cemetery, Grants Pass, Josephine OR. F: 
128802048 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Twice a patient in Sawtelle CA US National Home for Volunteer Soldiers home 1923 with TB 
& asthma, NOK aunt Mrs. W.H. Booher (Booker?), Cushing OK - discharged 11 Oct 1923. 
Listed as Herschell O. Baird, enlisted Dec 1917, 18th Co. 20th Engineers, discharged 13 Jun 
1919 Camp Pike AR. Teamster. Had pulmonary tuberculosis, chronic, active, and asthma, 
and nasal pharyngeal catarrh. Born TX, age 26. Occupation: teamster. Resident of Palo Alto 
CA, Single.  
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Holley, Van Buren AR  
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James N. Baird, 41 AL, Dec 1858, parents b. AL, married 17 years, farmer 
Nora, 36 TN, Jul 1863, parents b. TN, gave birth to 7 children, 5 are living 
James R., 15 TX, Oct 1884, farm laborer 
Pearl, 14 TX, May 1886 
Otis D., 8 TX, Mar 1892 
Herschel O., 5 TX, Jan 1895 
Emmart (?) J., 3 TX, Nov 18961 
 
1910 cannot locate – by this census, all his siblings were residing in separate residences 
 
1920 US Public Health Service Hospital, Menlo Park, San Mateo CA – line 19 
Herschell O. Baird, 25 TX, father b. Ireland, mother b. OK. From Oklahoma. No occupation 
at the hospital, patient 
 
 


