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TUSCANIA 

 

Bell, Lawrence Cleveland 
1889 IN – 1975 IN 

 

 
Lawrence Cleveland Bell & wife Esther Hobbs Bell - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/bef67a80-530d-4b6b-bcb4-
f838b81c21be?_phsrc=yGI579&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/bef67a80-530d-4b6b-bcb4-f838b81c21be?_phsrc=yGI579&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/bef67a80-530d-4b6b-bcb4-f838b81c21be?_phsrc=yGI579&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/bef67a80-530d-4b6b-bcb4-f838b81c21be?_phsrc=yGI579&_phstart=successSource
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Lawrence Cleveland Bell - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/7d1118f9-7a2b-4825-9a6c-
0deff330549d?_phsrc=yGI581&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/7d1118f9-7a2b-4825-9a6c-0deff330549d?_phsrc=yGI581&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/7d1118f9-7a2b-4825-9a6c-0deff330549d?_phsrc=yGI581&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/7d1118f9-7a2b-4825-9a6c-0deff330549d?_phsrc=yGI581&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/f563fd17-1498-4485-

a94a-7efaa7672786?queryId=012a75d1-7fbc-4d09-9030-
1f4431d42475&_phsrc=cPx5843&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
From left: wife Esther Hobbs Bell, son Kenneth L. Bell (killed in WWII), Lawrence Cleveland 

Bell & Dicki – Nov 1942 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/dba762be-16c1-

4d51-a306-bf70dbe31d1b?queryId=33cdde4a-1ac4-4853-8cf0-
d545871220f7&_phsrc=cPx5837&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/dba762be-16c1-4d51-a306-bf70dbe31d1b?queryId=33cdde4a-1ac4-4853-8cf0-d545871220f7&_phsrc=cPx5837&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/dba762be-16c1-4d51-a306-bf70dbe31d1b?queryId=33cdde4a-1ac4-4853-8cf0-d545871220f7&_phsrc=cPx5837&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/dba762be-16c1-4d51-a306-bf70dbe31d1b?queryId=33cdde4a-1ac4-4853-8cf0-d545871220f7&_phsrc=cPx5837&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/dba762be-16c1-4d51-a306-bf70dbe31d1b?queryId=33cdde4a-1ac4-4853-8cf0-d545871220f7&_phsrc=cPx5837&_phstart=successSource
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Lawrence Cleveland Bell in the 158th Aero Squadron – 1918 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/271ddb6e-946c-

420e-8015-746d6eaca2c3?queryId=161f37d3-7cf2-4cc9-8db4-
d647cfaa2d08&_phsrc=cPx5838&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Close-up of Lawrence Cleveland Bell from 158th Aero Squadron photograph - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/7196cf1e-94b2-4039-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/271ddb6e-946c-420e-8015-746d6eaca2c3?queryId=161f37d3-7cf2-4cc9-8db4-d647cfaa2d08&_phsrc=cPx5838&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/271ddb6e-946c-420e-8015-746d6eaca2c3?queryId=161f37d3-7cf2-4cc9-8db4-d647cfaa2d08&_phsrc=cPx5838&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/271ddb6e-946c-420e-8015-746d6eaca2c3?queryId=161f37d3-7cf2-4cc9-8db4-d647cfaa2d08&_phsrc=cPx5838&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/271ddb6e-946c-420e-8015-746d6eaca2c3?queryId=161f37d3-7cf2-4cc9-8db4-d647cfaa2d08&_phsrc=cPx5838&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/7196cf1e-94b2-4039-ab3c-bedf2e603c9b?queryId=63d2a824-1ec9-498d-b8fc-877f3f27dfc1&_phsrc=cPx5839&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/7196cf1e-94b2-4039-ab3c-bedf2e603c9b?queryId=63d2a824-1ec9-498d-b8fc-877f3f27dfc1&_phsrc=cPx5839&_phstart=successSource
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ab3c-bedf2e603c9b?queryId=63d2a824-1ec9-498d-b8fc-
877f3f27dfc1&_phsrc=cPx5839&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Lawrence, son Kenneth and brother Russell Carroll Bell – Nov 1942 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/5c4d1edb-296a-

490a-9f51-3adf049dcf8f?queryId=5a675347-5d6e-4df8-8f0d-
928482e82aa9&_phsrc=cPx5840&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/7196cf1e-94b2-4039-ab3c-bedf2e603c9b?queryId=63d2a824-1ec9-498d-b8fc-877f3f27dfc1&_phsrc=cPx5839&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/7196cf1e-94b2-4039-ab3c-bedf2e603c9b?queryId=63d2a824-1ec9-498d-b8fc-877f3f27dfc1&_phsrc=cPx5839&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/5c4d1edb-296a-490a-9f51-3adf049dcf8f?queryId=5a675347-5d6e-4df8-8f0d-928482e82aa9&_phsrc=cPx5840&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/5c4d1edb-296a-490a-9f51-3adf049dcf8f?queryId=5a675347-5d6e-4df8-8f0d-928482e82aa9&_phsrc=cPx5840&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/5c4d1edb-296a-490a-9f51-3adf049dcf8f?queryId=5a675347-5d6e-4df8-8f0d-928482e82aa9&_phsrc=cPx5840&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/83196274/person/38473087081/media/5c4d1edb-296a-490a-9f51-3adf049dcf8f?queryId=5a675347-5d6e-4df8-8f0d-928482e82aa9&_phsrc=cPx5840&_phstart=successSource
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Father George A. Bell, older sister Nora May Bell, mother Mary Harmon Bell and Lawrence 

Cleveland Bell (in plaid skirt) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/88009531/person/32569327362/media/4f047022-de29-48ff-

a587-6190a8365477?queryId=fb0b3a7f-b1b0-4803-a055-
891642d4e837&_phsrc=cPx5841&_phstart=successSource 
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From a 1921 interview – in the “Courier” – courtesy of Steven Schwartz 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-K75V-

L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZY-
V73D&action=view 
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Obituary – “South Bend (IN) Tribune” Thursday 13 Mar 1975 p 40 

 
Life: 
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“Indianapolis (IN) Star” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Logansport (IN) Pharos-Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/119543019/ 
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“Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” Tuesday 25 Mar 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” Monday 23 Nov 1925 p 10 

 
 

Wife: 
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Esther Hobbs Bell seated in front row, far right - “South Bend (IN) Tribune” Thursday 8 Nov 

1934 p 9 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/513797261/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/513797261/
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“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Friday 25 Feb 1944 p 17 

 
 
 



16 
 

 
Esther Hobbs Bell – Tuesday 7 Apr 1964 p 26 

 
Children: 
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Son Allen Eugene Bell (1921-2000) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LX7C-LVS 
 

 
“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Thursday 20 May 1943 p 14 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LX7C-LVS
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Obituary of Allen Eugene Bell – “South Bend (IN) Tribune” Friday 24 Nov 2000 p 39 
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Son Kenneth L. Bell (1922-1943) – Find A Grave 56306444 

 

 
“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Friday 22 Aug 1941 p 17 
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“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Sunday 6 Sep 1942 p 22 
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“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Sunday 5 Dec 1943 p 17 
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“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Wednesday 27 Oct 1943 p 15 
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“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Monday 1 Nov 1943 p 6 
 

 
“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Tuesday 16 Nov 1943 p 16 

 
Father: 

“South Bend Tribune” 6 Apr 1958 p 20 – photo – Mr. & Mrs. George Bell of Charleston IL, 
whose 2 sons live in South Bend, celebrated their 73rd wedding anniversary today. George 
is 92; his wife is 90. Their sons are Russell Bell, 55348 Moss Rd., South Bend IN & Lawrence 
C. Bell, 910 W. Mishawaka Ave., Mishiwaka IN. Their daughter is Mrs. Melvin Branham of 
Tuscola IL. 

 
George & wife Mary celebrated their 79th wedding anniversary on Easter 1964 (on 29 Mar 
1964) – their last anniversary together.  
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“South Bend Tribune” 25 Mar 1964 p 30 – photo – Mr. & Mrs. George Bell of Vienna IL 
celebrated their 79th anniversary on Easter Sunday. George is 98; she is 96. Local relatives 
are Mr. & Mrs. Russell Bell, 55348 Moss Rd. & Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence C. Bell, 224 N. St. Peter 
St.  
 
“Decatur (IL) Herald” 23 Mar 1964 p 7 – Mr. & Mrs. George Bell, former Tuscola residents, 
celebrated their 79th anniversary in the Hillview Nursing Home in Vienna, where they have 
lived the past 2 years. They lived with their daughter & son-in-law Mr. & Mrs. Melvin 
Branham & moved with them when Melvin purchased a farm near Vienna 3 years ago. Mrs. 
Bell is the former Mary Harmon. The couple married on Easter Sunday, 5 Apr 1885, in 
Georgetown IL, and always celebrate their anniversary on Easter (which in 1964 was on 29 
Mar). George is 98; Mary is 96 years old. He was employed by the Nickleplate Railroad for 
many years. They have 3 children: Mrs. Melvin Branham, Lawrence Bell (South Bend IN) & 
Russell Bell (South Bend IN).  
 
“Southern Illinoisian” (Carbondale IL) Sunday 26 Jun 1946 p 24 – Mr. & Mrs. Bell received a 
card of congratulations on their 79th wedding anniversary by President Lyndon Baines 
Johnson. His was among the 230 messages they received, plus gifts. They were married on 
Easter Sunday in Georgetown IN. George, age 98, who voted for Grover Cleveland & been a 
Democrat ever since, has already sent in his absentee ballot for LBJ in the Democratic 
Primary from the Hillview Nursing Home where the couple lives. Nursing home staff said 
George kept holding onto the President’s card & repeating: “Now isn’t that something?”  
 
Also story in “Chicago Tribune” 24 Mar 1964 p 7 with photo. Mary Harmon Bell turned 96 
years old on 12 Mar 1964. 
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“Southern Illinosan” (Carbondale IL) Sunday 22 Mar 1964 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/86727006/ - also on Find A Grave 102435820 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/86727006/
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“South Bend (IN) Tribune” Wednesday 25 Mar 1964 p 30 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/517506727/ 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/517506727/
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“Decatur (IL) Herald” Monday 23 Mar 1964 p 7 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/90964808/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/90964808/
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“Tuscola (IL) Journal” Thursday 7 Apr 1955 p 4 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/898221207/ 
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Left: “Decatur (IL) Daily Review” Wednesday 1 Apr 1955 p 19 and right: “Decatur (IL) 

Herald” Wednesday 4 Apr 1962 p 26 – both from Find A Grave 102435906 
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“Chicago Tribune” Tuesday 24 Mar 1964 p 7 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/374720125/ 
 

Mother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/83196274/person/38473087080/facts 

 
Siblings: 

 



34 
 

 
Sister Nora May Bell Warren (1887-1908) – “Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” Sunday 16 Feb 

1908 p 6 
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Written on the back: Mary Bell, Nora’s grave” (presumably one of the women is Nora Bell 
Warren’s mother Mary Harmon Bell) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/73398515/person/40535015519/media/32176e62-f581-4872-b051-
f6f964f74c44 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900575732:61370 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900575732:61370
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“Mattoon (IL) Morning Star” Friday 176 May 1907 p 1 
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Brother Raymond C. Bell (1896-1900) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1734043:60716?tid=13803590&pid=422274749834&queryId=bd46b83f-
3d0d-4cb1-b18b-29083fc64e68&_phsrc=cPx5863&_phstart=successSource 
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IN death record of brother Charles H. Bell (d. 30 Mar 1901 at age 1 month 5 days) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2410274:60716?tid=13803590&pid=422274749967&queryId=736a2814-

cd74-4677-951f-1117eace865e&_phsrc=cPx5869&_phstart=successSource 
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IN death record of brother Russell Carroll Bell (1905-1992) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351620-
01404?pId=751839926 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351620-01404?pId=751839926
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351620-01404?pId=751839926
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Russell Carroll Bell - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/73398515/person/40535017471/media/87c6b228-3050-4e9d-9118-
d21b286d68f4 
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Obituary of Russell Carroll Bell – “Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” Tuesday 3 Nov 1992 p 8 
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Sister Virginia Beatrice Bell (1911-2004 but 2007 on tombstone) with future husband 

Melvin Ehrmin Branham – note Ehrmin was the maiden name of Melvin’s mother - “Tuscola 
(IL) Journal” Thursday 28 May 1931 p 4 
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Virginia Beatrice Bell Branham - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/13803590/person/422274747649/media/4c2c26bf-b002-40e0-9f3d-
05a5f6111563 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13803590/person/422274747649/media/4c2c26bf-b002-40e0-9f3d-05a5f6111563
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13803590/person/422274747649/media/4c2c26bf-b002-40e0-9f3d-05a5f6111563
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13803590/person/422274747649/media/4c2c26bf-b002-40e0-9f3d-05a5f6111563
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/79485150/person/30403837112/media/13c4b2f7-d411-47c5-
a4ee-76afbf273814?queryId=e7cf14db-75dc-47f6-bfff-

be20be9f6284&_phsrc=cPx5878&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73398515/person/40535017574/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/13803590/person/422274747649/facts 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73398515/person/40535017574/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/7558783/person/6847280036/media/0556d8c1-518d-44d3-

b42d-aec2f8720e65?queryId=11fc04d1-23ef-4e6d-bf6b-
49dbc069b085&_phsrc=cPx5876&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/13803590/person/422274747649/facts 
 

 
“Tuscola (IL) Journal” Thursday 12 Nov 1931 p 4 

 

 
“Tuscola (IL) Journal” Thursday 6 Jul 1933 p 4 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/7558783/person/6847280036/media/0556d8c1-518d-44d3-b42d-aec2f8720e65?queryId=11fc04d1-23ef-4e6d-bf6b-49dbc069b085&_phsrc=cPx5876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/7558783/person/6847280036/media/0556d8c1-518d-44d3-b42d-aec2f8720e65?queryId=11fc04d1-23ef-4e6d-bf6b-49dbc069b085&_phsrc=cPx5876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/7558783/person/6847280036/media/0556d8c1-518d-44d3-b42d-aec2f8720e65?queryId=11fc04d1-23ef-4e6d-bf6b-49dbc069b085&_phsrc=cPx5876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/7558783/person/6847280036/media/0556d8c1-518d-44d3-b42d-aec2f8720e65?queryId=11fc04d1-23ef-4e6d-bf6b-49dbc069b085&_phsrc=cPx5876&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Virginia Bell to Melvin Branham on 30 Dec 1937 in St. Louis MO – “Tuscola (IL) 

Journal” Thursday 4 Jan 1934 p 1 
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“Tuscola (IL) Journal” Thursday 3 May 1934 p 5 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

  
 
Name:  Lawrence Cleveland Bell 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,950 
Entered service from:  South Bend, St. Joseph IN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Lawrence C. Bell 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father George Bell, 346 N. 7th St., Georgetown IN.  
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lawrence C. Bell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father George Bell, 546 N. 7th St., Charleston IL (PFC, 
158th Aero Sq) 



49 
 

World War I draft registration (1917): as Lawrence C. Bell - b. 9 Jun 1889 Georgetown IN; 
res: 546 N. 1st, Charleston IL. Single. Auto mechanic, Dodge Bros., Detroit MI. Medium 
height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  112 W. Victoria St., South Bend IN 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Lawrence Cleveland Bell - b. 9 Jun 1889 
Georgetown IN; res: 2501 S. Michigan St., South Bend IN. NOK Esther E. Bell of the same 
address. Employed at Studebaker Aviation Division, South Bend IN. Signed L.C. Bell. 
Height: 5’5” – 128 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 21 Nov 1917 
Discharged 21 Mar 1919 
Address: 1925 Van Buren, Charleston, Coles IL 
Rank/unit: private, Dem Co. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Jun 1889 Georgetown, Floyd IN 
Died: 13 Mar 1975 South Bend, St. Joseph IN (St. Joseph's Hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 95345659 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Mishawaka, St. Joseph IN 
Cemetery: St. Joseph Valley Memorial Park 
Tombstone: bronze veteran insignia on flat tombstone 
 
Father: George A. Bell, 15 Sep 1865 Martinsville, Morgan IN (or Borden, Clark IN) – 24 Sep 
1964 Vienna, Johnson IL. Son of Alexander Bell & Elizabeth Ford. Elizabeth Ford (1834-
1911, F; 90752027) had married George W. Cook, then Alexander Bell, then Hardin 
Edwards (in 1870) & then William Logue (in 1886).    
Buried in Tuscola Township Cemetery, Tuscola, Douglas IL.  
Find A Grave: 102435820 
 
Mother: Mary I. Harmon Bell, 12 Mar 1867 Georgetown, Floyd IN – 28 May 1965 Vienna, 
Johnson IL. Daughter of Jeremiah Harmon & Nancy Jane Loughmiller (1846-1935). 
Ancestry.com family trees list her birth surname as Engleman, but that was the name of 
her stepfather, Joseph R. Engleman (1826-1910).  
Buried in Tuscola Township Cemetery, Tuscola, Douglas IL. 
Find A Grave: 102435906 
Parents’ marriage: 5 Apr 1885 Floyd Co. IN. 
 
Spouse:  Esther E. Hobbs Bell, 21 Jan 1893 Vermillion Co. IN - 7 Apr 1964 South Bend, St. 
Joseph IN.  
Obituary: “South Bend (IN) Tribune” 7 Apr 1964 p 26 – age 72, of 224 N. St. Peter St., 
survived by husband Lawrence & son Allan E., both South Bend IN. Past national president 
of Mothers of World War II, past president of Gold Star Mothers, member of Mother of 
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Marines, past president James Monroe PTA, member South Bend Civic Planning 
Association. Buried in Saint Joseph Valley Memorial Park, Mishawaka, St. Joseph IN. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 95345682 
Marriage: Laurence C. Bell married 24 Dec 1919 in Champaign Co. IL to Esther E. Hobbs. 
 
Children: 

• Allen Eugene Bell. 29 Mar 1921 Paris, Edgar IL – 21 Nov 2000 Danville, Vermillion IL. 
In World War II, was a US Navy aviation cadet in Aug 1942. Commissioned 2nd 
lieutenant in US Marine Corps Reserve in May 1943. Graduate US Navy Air Training 
Center, Corpus Christi TX. Obituary: South Bend Tribune” 24 Nov 2000 p 39. 
Resident Danville IL, formerly of South Bend. Married Irene Bernice Bowen (1916-
1998, F: 31943560) on 16 Dec 1967 Anaheim CA; she died 17 Oct 1998. Preceded in 
death by parents & a brother. – Bernice was earlier married to Lawrence H. Schafer 
(1938-1967). - “South Bend Tribune” 1 Nov 1943 p 6 – Lt. Allen E. Bell of the US 
Marine Corps Air Station, Goleta CA, visited his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Bell, 
2501 S. Michigan St., to attend memorial services 31 Oct in the Indiana Avenue 
Christian Church for his brother, 2nd Lt. Kenneth L. Bell, a bomber pilot in the US Air 
Force in North Africa who was killed in action. – Married to Burial Sunset Memorial 
Park. Danville, Vermillion IL. F: 113243400. 

• Kenneth L. Bell, 1922 IL - 9 Sep 1943 in WWII (North Africa/Sicily/Italy campaign) - 
as a bomber pilot in the North Africa theater of operations. Entered service 29 Jan 
1941 at Chanute Field IL.  “South Bend Tribune” 8 Feb 1943 p 11 – Flight Officer 
Kenneth L. Bell of Battle Creek MI visited his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence C. Bell, 
2501 S. Michigan St. “South Bend Tribune” 27 Oct 1943 p 15 – photo – 2nd Lt. 
Kenneth L. Bell, bomber pilot in the US Army Air Force in North Africa, killed in 
action 9 Sep 1943. The War Dept. informed his parents, Mr. & Mrs. L.O. [sic] Bell, 
2501 S. Michigan St., this morning. He has been in North Africa since last March. He 
participated in the Tunisian & Sicilian campaigns. He was a 1940 graduate of Riley 
High School. Entered the Army Air Corps Jan 1941. Received  his wings 1942 at Kelly 
Field, San Antonio TX. The couple’s other son, Alan, soon to complete pilot training 
at Santa Barbara CA.  “South Bend Tribune” 5 Dec 1943 p 17 – photo – 2nd Lt. Bell 
was posthumously awarded the 3rd bronze Oak Leaf Cluster to the air medal, 
according to the War Department announcement made through the Associated 
Press. A bomber pilot in North Africa killed in action 9 Sep 1943 after a major part in 
the Tunisian & Sicilian campaigns. His parents are Mr. & Mrs. L.O. [sic] Bell of 2501 
S. Michigan. “Indianapolis Star” 16 Nov 1943 p 9 – 2nd Lt. Kenneth L. Bell, son of Mrs. 
Esther E. Bell, South Bend, in the Mediterranean area. F: 56306444. Buried in Sicily-
Rome American Cemetery & Memorial, Nettuno, Citta Metropolitana di Roma 
Capitale, Lazio, Italy. A Kenneth L. Bell married 14 Feb 1942 in Lake Co. IN to 
Mildred C. Luebeke. – Buried in Sicily-Rome American Cemetery & Memorial, 
Nettuno, Citta Metropolitana di Roma Capitale, Lazio, Italy. F: 56306444 

 
Siblings: Two siblings had died prior to the 1900 census. His mother Mary reported she had 
given birth to 4 children, 2 of whom had died. In the 1910 census, she reported giving birth 
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to 7 children, 2 of whom were living. Since Nora died 1908, that means two more children 
had died 1900-1910. 

• Nora May Bell Warren, Jan 1887 IN - 15 Feb 1908 Charleston, Coles IL. Wife of 
Charles Herbert Warren (1886-1940, F: 198538800) whom she married 16 May 1907 
Coles Co. IL. Buried in Roselawn Cemetery, Charleston, Coles IL. F: 198538786 

• Raymond C. Bell, 23 Apr 1896 IN – 13 May 1900 Georgetown, Floyd IN. Died of 
meningitis; he became ill 29 Apr 1900. Family tree at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Raymond+C._Bell&birth=1896_indiana-
usa_17&death=1900_georgetown-floyd-indiana-
usa_39554&father=George+A._Bell&gender=m&mother=Mary_Harmond&searchTy
pe=t&sibling=Charles+H._Bell&sibling2=Virginia++Beatrice_Bell&sibling3=Lawrenc
e+Cleveland_Bell&sibling4=Nora+May_Ball&sibling5=Russell+Carroll_Bell&treePer
son=13803590_422274749834. Buried in Wolfe Cemetery, Georgetown, Floyd IN. F; 
128882493 

• Charles H. Bell, ca. Feb 1901 IN - d. 30 Mar 1901 Georgetown, Floyd IN at the age of 
1 month, 5 days, placing his birthday in Feb 1901. Died of bronchitis. Buried in the 
“Georgetown” (Floyd Co. IN) Cemetery. Not on Find A Grave   as of 16 Dec 2023. 
There are 18 cemeteries in Georgetown, Floyd IN; his brother Raymond is buried in 
Wolfe Cemetery there.  

• Russell Carroll Bell, 26 Feb 1905 Fairgrange, Coles IL – 2 Nov 1992 South Bend, St. 
Joseph IN. – Married in Charleston, Coles IL on 17 Dec 1925 to Venice Elsie Burrus 
(1908-1992, F: 190870216). Died of lung cancer. Obituary: “Mattoon (IL) Journal 
Gazette” 3 Nov 1992 p 8 – age 87, of South Bend IN, from Charleston IL. Survived by 
sister Virginia Branham of Atlanta GA.  – Buried in Highland Cemetery, South Bend, 
St. Joseph IN. F; 190870030 

• Virginia Beatrice Bell Branham, 11 Feb 1911 Charleston, Coles IL – 18 Feb 2004 
Portland, Washington Co. OR. Wife of Melvin Ehrmin Branham (1912-1993, F: 
102473384) whom she married 30 Dec 1937 in St. Louis MO. Ehrim was Melvin’s 
mother Kathryn Ehrmin Branham’s maiden name. - Her tombstone is inscribed with 
the death year of 2007 but Social Security, her OR death record & her obituary 
indicate 2004. Buried in Tuscola Township Cemetery, Tuscola, Douglas IL. F: 
102473499 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
From a 5 Feb 1921 interview with the “Courier” copied above – son of Mr. & Mrs. George W. 
Bell of Charleston IL. Now employed at McArthur Sales & residing at 112 W. Victoria St., 
South Bend IN. Remembered 3 years ago this afternoon that men were perched anywhere 
they could on the deck of the Tuscania to watch boxing bouts given by the officers. There 
were 3 or 4 matches when someone spied land, Scotland on the left & Ireland on the right, 
and everyone yelled, as they’d been at sea 13 days. The water was calm, and 8 destroyers 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Raymond+C._Bell&birth=1896_indiana-usa_17&death=1900_georgetown-floyd-indiana-usa_39554&father=George+A._Bell&gender=m&mother=Mary_Harmond&searchType=t&sibling=Charles+H._Bell&sibling2=Virginia++Beatrice_Bell&sibling3=Lawrence+Cleveland_Bell&sibling4=Nora+May_Ball&sibling5=Russell+Carroll_Bell&treePerson=13803590_422274749834
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Raymond+C._Bell&birth=1896_indiana-usa_17&death=1900_georgetown-floyd-indiana-usa_39554&father=George+A._Bell&gender=m&mother=Mary_Harmond&searchType=t&sibling=Charles+H._Bell&sibling2=Virginia++Beatrice_Bell&sibling3=Lawrence+Cleveland_Bell&sibling4=Nora+May_Ball&sibling5=Russell+Carroll_Bell&treePerson=13803590_422274749834
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Raymond+C._Bell&birth=1896_indiana-usa_17&death=1900_georgetown-floyd-indiana-usa_39554&father=George+A._Bell&gender=m&mother=Mary_Harmond&searchType=t&sibling=Charles+H._Bell&sibling2=Virginia++Beatrice_Bell&sibling3=Lawrence+Cleveland_Bell&sibling4=Nora+May_Ball&sibling5=Russell+Carroll_Bell&treePerson=13803590_422274749834
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Raymond+C._Bell&birth=1896_indiana-usa_17&death=1900_georgetown-floyd-indiana-usa_39554&father=George+A._Bell&gender=m&mother=Mary_Harmond&searchType=t&sibling=Charles+H._Bell&sibling2=Virginia++Beatrice_Bell&sibling3=Lawrence+Cleveland_Bell&sibling4=Nora+May_Ball&sibling5=Russell+Carroll_Bell&treePerson=13803590_422274749834
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Raymond+C._Bell&birth=1896_indiana-usa_17&death=1900_georgetown-floyd-indiana-usa_39554&father=George+A._Bell&gender=m&mother=Mary_Harmond&searchType=t&sibling=Charles+H._Bell&sibling2=Virginia++Beatrice_Bell&sibling3=Lawrence+Cleveland_Bell&sibling4=Nora+May_Ball&sibling5=Russell+Carroll_Bell&treePerson=13803590_422274749834
https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Raymond+C._Bell&birth=1896_indiana-usa_17&death=1900_georgetown-floyd-indiana-usa_39554&father=George+A._Bell&gender=m&mother=Mary_Harmond&searchType=t&sibling=Charles+H._Bell&sibling2=Virginia++Beatrice_Bell&sibling3=Lawrence+Cleveland_Bell&sibling4=Nora+May_Ball&sibling5=Russell+Carroll_Bell&treePerson=13803590_422274749834
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had met them 3 days out. The first supper seating was over at 5 p.m. Men in the 2nd seating 
(Lawrence’s) were waiting at the top of the stairs when there was a loud explosion at 5:45 
p.m. & the lights went out. “Take your time!” was yelled several times. His lifebelt was 
hanging on his shoulder. He didn’t move for a few moments as too many men were 
rushing. His lifeboat (#9) had met with a mishap so that left 50 boatless. They were under 
strict orders not to go in another lifeboat. Sgt. Skinner brought the squadron records on 
deck [158th Aero] & asked Bell if he could help save them. “We brought them to the deck 
but saw no chance of saving them and not much of a chance for ourselves to escape.” 
Lifeboats were smashed upon lowering, and one was let down on top of men in another 
lifeboat. Sgt. Skinner called Bell & said we had as much right as anyone to get in a boat, so 
he climbed over the railing & slid down a rope to a boat. That was the last Bell saw of him, 
as he did not follow or look over the railing. [Skinner would die that night & be buried on 
Islay.] The ship was listing badly when a destroyer pulled up 50 to 75 feet away and threw a 
rope. “Men slid so fast that the rope was kept warm.” Three destroyers rescued men from 
the ship. About midnight he landed in Ireland. “The only thing I got wet was when we 
unloaded from the destroyer to a tugboat and a large wave dashed over the top and gave us 
a good ducking.” They marched to a British camp with a big kitchen where they dried their 
clothes & ate a good hot meal. Over 200 men drowned, one of whom was the sergeant. He 
was buried in Scotland; the bodies were sent home a short time ago. He spent 5 days in 
Ireland, then took a boat to Holyhead, Wales, protected by an American destroyer. He took 
a train to England, where he spent 7 months. He was sent to France for 5 months & 
returned to the US on the “SS Mexican.” The flag of his squadron (158th Aero Squadron) was 
the only one saved from the ship. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“South Bend (IN) Tribune” 8 Nov 1934 p 9 – photo - VFW Post 1167 Auxiliary new officers.  
One of those pictured is Mrs. Lawrence Ce. Bell of the state department officers. 
In 1968, Lawrence was living at 224 N. St. Peter St., South Bend IN when his granddaughter 
Karen Annette Bell’s engagement party was held. His son Allen E. Bell was living in Costa 
Mesa CA. Allen’s wife had remarried & was now Mrs. Fred H. Raynor of Mishiwaka IN. 
Karen & Stephen Allen Berg were married 10 May 1969; by then, Allen was living in 
Huntington Beach CA. 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 313-10-8005 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Georgetown, Floyd IN 
George Bell, 34 IN, Sep 1865, parents b. IN, married 17 years, farmer 
Mary, 33 IN, Mar 1867, parents b. IN, gave birth to 4 children, 2 are living 
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Norah, 13 IN, Jan 1887, at school 
Lawrence, 10 IN, Jun 1889, at school 
 
1910 Charleston, Coles IL – 534 N. 7th St. 
George Bell, 45 IN, parents b. IN, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, foreman, coal dock 
Mary, 42 IN, parents b. IN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 2 are living 
Lawrence C., 20 IN, single, lineman, telephone 
Russell A., 5 IL 
 
1920 Charleston, Coles IL – 525 N. 7th St. 
George Bell, 52 IN, parents b. IN, car inspector, railroad 
Mary, 51 IN, parents b. IN 
Lawrence, 30 IN, married, mechanic, garage [he had married in 1919] 
Russell, 14 IL 
Virginia, 7 IL 
 
1930 South Bend, St. Joseph IN – 112 Victoria – conducted 15 Apr 1930 
Lawrence C. Bell, 40 IN, parents b. IN, age 30 at 1st marriage, janitor. S. Memorial M.E., 
WWI veteran  
Esther, 37 IN, parents b. IL, age 27 at 1st marriage 
Allen E., 9 years 11 months IL 
Kenneth L, 8 years 7 months IL 
Rachel W.M. Hobbs, 24 IL, parents b. IL, single [sister-in-law] 
 
1930 Charles, Coles IL – 525 N. 7th St., 
George Bell, 63 IN, parents b. IN, age 20 at 1st marriage, shoemaker, shoe factory 
Marry, 61 IN, parents b. IN, age 17 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Russel, 25 IL, married, age 20 at 1st marriage, machinist, machine shop [son] 
Venice, 21 IL, married, age 16 at 1st marriage [daughter-in-law] 
Virginia, 18 IL, shoemaker, shoe factory [daughter] 
 
1940 South Bend, St. Joseph IN – 112 W. Victoria - same house in 1935 
Lawrence Bell, 50 IN, assembler, automobile 
Esther, 47 IN 
Allen, 19 IL, machine operator, automobile 
Kenneth, 17 IL 
 
1950 Mishawaka, St. Joseph IN – 910 W. Mishawaka 
Lawrence C. Bell, 60 IN, assembly, automobile factory 
Esther, 57 IN 
 
 
 


