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TUSCANIA 

 

Belew, Garvis Gleason 
1895 AL – 1977 TX 

  
        
 

 
Garvis Gleason Belew – Find A Grave 15030568 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/213207/person/5084012558/media/1c36ae7e-147a-44cf-

a9c8-7703e2a95aa5?queryId=8f4cb8e3-e290-490f-b789-
02d1d725bccc&_phsrc=cPx5793&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 Garvis Gleason Belew - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1093/?name=garvis_Belew 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1093/?name=garvis_Belew
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-ZS8Y-

B?view=index&action=view 
TX, WWI Records: serial 251372. Resident Rockwall, Rockwall TX. Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 at 
age 22 years, 6 months. B. Florence AL. In Co. H, 359th Inf. to ---, 5 Co. 2 Bn, 1st Inf. Tng Regt 
to 15 Apr 1918, Co. A 9 Inf to discharge. Private, In Chateau Thierry engagement. Slightly 
wounded 2 Jul 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 – 9 Mar 1919. Discharged 25 Mar 1919. 0% 
disabled. 
 
 



3 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-
2QBX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZY-
VY9B&action=view 
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T

 
TX death certificate – cause of death: carcinoma of lung - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063001-
02201?pId=990958 
 

Life: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063001-02201?pId=990958
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063001-02201?pId=990958
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List continues – “Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
Wounded – “Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock AR) Tuesday 15 Oct 1918 p 4 
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“Denton (TX) Record-Chronicle” Monday 26 Nov 1934 p 4 

 
 
 

 
Garvis had landed on the coast of Islay, Scotland, in Feb 1918 – “Denton (TX) Record-

Chronicle” Tuesday 16 Mar 1937 p 4 
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Wife: 
 

 
Atha Mae Plunkett Belew – Find A Grave 15030601 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/ffbd9ebeb20f75a56c5e

4c77d0ed3dcd?pId=23595584 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/ffbd9ebeb20f75a56c5e4c77d0ed3dcd?pId=23595584
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/ffbd9ebeb20f75a56c5e4c77d0ed3dcd?pId=23595584
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Son: 
 
 

 
Mason Odell Belew - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/182605311/person/252512060700/media/afa78f63-2788-
4eb1-bd13-70e9eb09c3cc?queryId=ec7feb84-e787-4427-86cb-

721cedd60b3b&_phsrc=cPx5802&_phstart=successSource 
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adopted son Mason Odell Belew - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061520-
03114?pId=1101099 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061520-03114?pId=1101099
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061520-03114?pId=1101099
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5067226:2375?tid=213207&pid=6310104238&queryId=e6d9cbc3-e4d7-
43e2-bb08-3669357bf7bb&_phsrc=cPx5804&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5067226:2375?tid=213207&pid=6310104238&queryId=e6d9cbc3-e4d7-43e2-bb08-3669357bf7bb&_phsrc=cPx5804&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5067226:2375?tid=213207&pid=6310104238&queryId=e6d9cbc3-e4d7-43e2-bb08-3669357bf7bb&_phsrc=cPx5804&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5067226:2375?tid=213207&pid=6310104238&queryId=e6d9cbc3-e4d7-43e2-bb08-3669357bf7bb&_phsrc=cPx5804&_phstart=successSource
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James Henry Belew - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101618983/media/edf58d9f-442e-4e72-a8cc-

1f26fe8b9406 
 
 
 

 
TX death certificate of John Henry Belew - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b061880-
00338?pId=22291542 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101618983/media/edf58d9f-442e-4e72-a8cc-1f26fe8b9406
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101618983/media/edf58d9f-442e-4e72-a8cc-1f26fe8b9406
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101618983/media/edf58d9f-442e-4e72-a8cc-1f26fe8b9406
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Permelia Allie Grimes Belew - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101892102/media/e295bf34-a053-48b5-9c4e-
51f06bd327ae 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101892102/media/e295bf34-a053-48b5-9c4e-51f06bd327ae
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101892102/media/e295bf34-a053-48b5-9c4e-51f06bd327ae
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101892102/media/e295bf34-a053-48b5-9c4e-51f06bd327ae
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1169/images/VRMUSATN1780_0613

99-00717?pId=2310713 
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Permelia Allie Grimes Belew – Find A Grave 72015790 

 
Full siblings: 
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Sister Lillian Gertrude Belew (1888-1950) – Find A Grave 72026084 and 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062359-
01229?pId=23194955 
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“Ada (OK) Weekly News” Thursday 5 Jan 1950 p 6 

 
 
 

 
Brother Carthel Ernest Belew (1893-1960) – Find A Grave 72026210 
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Sister Clara Belew Collinsworth (1898-1952) – Find A Grave 72026808 
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Clara Belew Collinsworth - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/90359397/person/212101892286/media/1285142d-9b45-474a-a69c-
9a516cb444eb 

 

 
Brother Homer L. Belew (1907-1974) – “Ada (OK) Weekly News” Thursday 25 Jul 1974 p 4 
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Homer Leon Belew – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Tuesday 23 Jul 1974 p 15 
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“Ada (OK) Weekly News” Thursday 29 Apr 1965 p 1 
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“Ada (OK) Weekly News” Thursday 15 Aug 1974 p 3 

 
Half-siblings: 
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TX death record of half-brother Emerson Ethridge Belew (1878-1960) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062561-
01523?pId=22850733 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062561-01523?pId=22850733
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062561-01523?pId=22850733
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Obituary of half-brother Emerson Ethridge Belew (1878-1960) – “Denton (TX) Record-

Chronicle” Monday 1 Feb 1960 p 2 
 
 

 

 
“Denton (TX) Record-Chronicle” Friday 26 Dec 1952 p 2 
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Half-sister Ida Belew Springer (1880-1973) – “Denton (TX) Record-Chronicle” Friday 16 Nov 

1973 p 2 
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TX death record of Ida Edward Belew Springer - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062909-
00258?pId=1065587 

 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

  
 
Name:  Garvis Gleason Belew 
Name variations:  Jarvis Belew 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 



27 
 

Serial number:  251,372 
Entered service from:  Rockwall, Rockwall TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Garvis Belew 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.W. Belew, Rockwall TX 
Returned from war on: “Buford" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Garvis G. Belew 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father J.W. Belew, Rockwall TX (pvt, 9th Inf) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Garvis Gleason Belew - b. 30 Mar 1895 Florence 
AL; res: Rockwall, Rockwall TX. Single. Farmer for self in Rockwall Co. TX. Card signed G. 
Belew. Tall & stout.  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Garvis Gleason Belew - b. 30 Mar 1895 Florence 
AL; res: 1202 Hendricks Ave., Dallas, Dallas TX. NOK Lillian Belew, 9012 Garland Rd., 
Dallas TX. Employed by Ed Maher, 420 N. Harwood, Dallas TX. Has scar on forehead. 
Height: 5’11” – 150 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 25 Mar 1919 
Address: Rockwall (city), TX 
Rank/unit: private, Co dd Demob Centre / Co. A, 9th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 30 Mar 1895 Florence, Lauderdale AL (several census records list birth in TN) 
Died: 7 Feb 1977 Sulphur Springs, Hopkins TX 
Find A Grave record: 15030568 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Cumby, Hopkins TX 
Cemetery: Pleasant Grove 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Pvt US Army, WWI 
 
Father: James Henry Belew, 11 Jun 1852 Lexington, Lauderdale AL – 28 May 1921 Rockwall, 
Rockwall TX.  
Son of John Harrison Belew & Catherine Eliza Patten. 
His 1st wife was Elizabeth T. McGwier Belew. She died 20 days after giving birth to their 
daughter, Lizzie T. Belew, who herself died two months later. 
Then James married Permelia Grimes in 1885. 
Buried in Rockwall Memorial Cemetery, Rockwall, Rockwall TX. 
Find A Grave: 72016173 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/90359397/person/212101618983/facts 
 
Mother: Permelia Allie Grimes Belew, 29 Aug 1867 Lawrence Co. TN – 7 Feb 1945 Dallas, 
Dallas TX.  Also found as Allie Belew. 
Daughter of Robert J. Grimes & Martha Georgia C. Hall. 
Second wife of James Henry Belew, whom she married in 1885.  
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Buried in Rockwall Memorial Cemetery, Rockwall, Rockwall TX. 
Find A Grave: 72015790 
Parents’ marriage: 12 Nov 1885 Lawrence Co. TN 
 
Father’s 1st wife: Elizabeth T. McGwier Belew, 25 Dec 1856 Lauderdale Co. AL – 25 Jul 1894 
Lauderdale Co. AL. 
Daughter of William Robert McGwier & Eliabeth Allen (later Todd). 
She died 20 days after giving birth to her daughter Lizzie, who herself died 2 months later. 
Buried in Rockwall Memorial Cemetery, Rockwall, Rockwall TX. 
Find A Grave: 72021290 
Marriage: 20 Jul 1876 
 
Spouse:  Atha Mae Plunkett Belew, 24 Sep 1900 Hopkins Co. TX – 1 Apr 1978 Sulphur 
Springs, Hopkins TX. Daughter of James Madison Plunkett & Carrie Etney Lindsay.  
Buried in Pleasant Grove Cemetery, Cumby, Hopkins TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 15030601 
Marriage: Garvis Belew married 13 May 1922 Greenville, Rockwall TX to Miss Atha Plunkett 
by a Presbyterian minister. 
 
Children (adopted):  

• Mason Odell Belew, 21 Dec 1924 Dallas, Dallas TX – 2 Sep 1981 Orange, Orange CA. 
Served in the US Navy in WWII. – Married in 1945 to Evelyn Mae Bly (1925-2011, F: 
89145782). - Was living at 3222 Magnolia, Corpus Christi TX when his daughter was 
born 12 Apr 1948. Buried in El Toro Memorial Park, Lake Forest, Orange CA. F: 
89145776. 

 
Siblings: (by his mother Permelia) 

• Lillian Gertrude Belew, 29 Mar 1888 Iron City, Lawrence Co. TN – 1 Jan 1950 Dallas, 
Dallas TX (Baylor Hospital). Never married, merchant/grocer. Shares tombstone 
with brother Carthel. Buried in Rockwall Memorial Cemetery, Rockwall, Rockwall 
TX. F: 72026084. 

• Robert H. Belew, 18 Oct 1889 – 11 Dec 1891 Lauderdale Co. AL. Buried in 
Portertown Cemetery, Lexington, Lauderdale AL. F: 72026387 

• Carthel Ernest Belew, 21 Feb 1893 Iron City, Lawrence TN – 15 Sep 1960 McKinney, 
Collin TX. Male. Shares tombstone with sister Lillian. Never married. Retired from 
grocery store. Buried in Rockwall Memorial Cemetery, Rockwall, Rockwall TX. F: 
72026210 

• Clara Belew Collingsworth, 1 Jan 1898 TN – 29 Dec 1952 Dallas, Dallas TX. Wife of 
Rufus Bradley Collingsworth (1893-1960, F: 82066256). Buried in Restland 
Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 72026808 

• James R. Belew, 7 Jun 1902 – 12 Oct 1904 AL. Buried in Portertown Cemetery, 
Lexington, Lauderdale AL. F: 94335788 
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• Homer Leon Belew, 9 Sep 1907 Rockwall, Rockwall TX – 21 Jul 1974 Norman, 
Cleveland OK. Husband of Bessie Lee Andress (1910-2002, F: 36575889), daughter 
of Albert Roy Andress (F: 27560187) & Annie Jones (F: 27560188). Buried in IOOF 
Cemetery, Norman, Cleveland OK. F: 36575891 

• Cathrine Fay Belew, 28 Oct 1909 TX- 10 Dec 1909 TX. Buried in Rockwall Cemetery, 
Rockwall, Rockwall TX. F: 26685579 

 
Half-siblings: (by his father’s first wife Elizabeth McGwire) 

• William (“Willie”) Belew, 25 Jul 1877 Lauderdale Co. AL – 7 Sep 1888 Lauderdale 
Co. AL. Buried in Portertown Cemetery, Lexington, Lauderdale AL. F: 72022801 

• Emerson Ethridge (“Eth”/”Shorty”) Belew, 29 Dec 1878 Lexington, Lauderdale AL (or 
Pulaski TN) – 31 Jan 1960 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX (Caswell Air Force Base, where his 
daughter was a major). – Married in 1911 to Sallie Jane Springer (1891-1969, F: 
117679438).  Sallie Springer was the daughter of William James Springer & Mary B. 
Powell. Sallie’s brother James Wiley Springer married Emerson’s sister Ida Belew. - 
Obituary: “Denton (TX) Record-Chronicle” 1 Feb 1960 p 2 – married Alice J. Springer 
1911 in Rockwall. Survived by 3 brothers: H.L. Belew (Ada OK), G.G. (Dallas TX) & 
C.E. Belew (Rockwall). Nickname “Shorty” – “Denton Record-Chronicle” 26 Dec 
1952 p 1 & 2, C.E. Belew, half-brother of E.E. Belew was in Denton from Rockwall for 
a holiday visit. C.E. [Carthel] is not a “shorty,” being about 6 feet tall, while his half-
brother Shorty only comes shoulder-high to C.E. Died of lung cancer. Buried as E.E. 
(“Shorty”) Belew in Roselawn Memorial Park, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 72023418. 

• Ida Edward Belew Springer, 5 Dec 1880 Florence, Lauderdale AL – 15 Nov 1973 
Tomball, Harris TX. - Wife of James Wiley Springer (1883-1956, F: 117628844) whom 
she married 5 Sep 1907 in Rockwall Co. TX. James was the son of William James 
Springer & Mary B. Powell. James’s sister Sallie Springer married Ida’s brother 
Emerson Belew. - Obituary: “Denton Record-Chronicle” 16 Nov 1973 p 2 – d. at age 
92, Houston resident. Survived by 2 brothers: Garvis Belew (Cumby TX) & Homer 
Belew (Ada OK). Buried in Roselawn Memorial Park, Denton, Denton TX. F: 
72024245. 

• Lizzie T. Belew, 5 Jul 1884 Lauderdale Co. AL – 25 Sep 1884 Lauderdale Co. AL. 
Since her mother Elizabeth died 20 days after Lizzie’s birth, it is likely her death was 
linked to childbirth. Buried in Portertown Cemetery, Lexington, Lauderdale AL. F: 
72024414 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
"Denton [TX] Record-Chronicle" 16 Mar 1937 p 4 - reprints item from 19 years ago 
(“Record-Chronicle” of 16 Mar 1918) - letter from Garvis to his brother [i.e. half-brother] 
E.E. Belew of Hann Ave., Denton TX, about his lifeboat landing on Islay, most casualties 
due to lifeboats hitting the rocks on the shore, it was dark & they could not see how to get 
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out, he climbed up its high cliffs, suffering from the cold & his wet clothing, getting along 
nicely now, enlisted from Rockwall Co. TX 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Denton (TX) Record-Chronicle” 26 Nov 1934 p 4 – Mr. & Mrs. Garvis Gleason & son Odell 
attended the funeral of A.T. Springer, who d. 24 Nov. Other out-of-town attendees: Mrs. 
Clara Collingsworth & son James (Garvis’s sister), Miss Lillian Belew & Carthel Belew of 
Rockwall (also his siblings). 
 
Obituary: 
 
Died of lung cancer.  
 
Social Security Number: 455-05-4679 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Beat 3, Lauderdale Co. AL 
Jas. H. Belew, 27 AL, father b. SC, mother b. AL, blacksmith 
Ellizabeth, 21 AL, father b. TN, mother b. AL, keeps house 
Wm. H., 3 AL 
Emerson E., 2 AL 
 
1900 Iron City township, Lawrence TN [much of the data is illegible] 
James H. Belew, 47 TN, b. 1852, parents b. AL, married 14 years, farmer 
Permilia A., 32 TN, Aug 1857, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Emerson E., 21, indexed as Maine [but born in AL], Dec 1878 [son by 1st wife] 
Ida E., 19 AL,  Sep?, indexed as b. in ME [but born in AL] [daughter by 1st wife] 
Then children by Permelia: 
Lillian G., 12 TN, Mar 1888 
Carthel L., 7 TN, Feb 1893 
Gavins G., 5 TN, Mar 1895 
Clara, 2 TN, --- 1898 
And hired man G.B. Davis, age 24 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 1, Rockwall TX 
James H. Belew, 58 AL, parents b. AL, in 2nd marriage, married 25 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Allie, 42 TN, parents b. TN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 5 are living 
Lillian, 22 TN, housekeeper, at house 
Carthel, 17 TN, farm laborer, home farm 
Garvis, 15 TN, farm laborer, home farm 
Clara, 12 TN 
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Homer, 2 TX 
 
1920 Rockwall, Rockwall TX 
H. Belew, 67 AL, parents b. AL, pressman, cotton gin 
Allie, 52 TN, parents b. TN 
C.E., 26 TN, laborer, working out [i.e. Carthel Ernest] 
Garvis, 24 TN, single, mechanic, automobile 
Homer, 12 TX 
 
1930 Plano, Collin TX – 232 Main St. 
Garvis G. Belew, 35 AL, parents b. TN, age 27 at 1st marriage, mechanic, garage, WWI 
veteran 
Atha, 28 TX, parents b. TX, age 20 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Odell  5 TX, parents b. US [adopted son] 
 
1940 Dallas, Dallas TX – 1202 Hendricks -same place in 1935 
Garvis Bellew [sic], 45 AL, mechanic, automobile 
Atha, 39 TX [wife] 
Odell, 15 TX [son] 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 


