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TUSCANIA 

 

Bejma, Joseph Louis 
1891 Germany – 1948 WI 

 
WWI draft registration 5 Jun 1917 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/16420398:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=617ac8fb-5341-4177-9d86-
a73f299f2308&_phsrc=cPx5697&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16420398:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=617ac8fb-5341-4177-9d86-a73f299f2308&_phsrc=cPx5697&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16420398:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=617ac8fb-5341-4177-9d86-a73f299f2308&_phsrc=cPx5697&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16420398:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=617ac8fb-5341-4177-9d86-a73f299f2308&_phsrc=cPx5697&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/246875:2544?tid=&pid=&queryId=a550792a-2732-49b8-b00a-

052a6af0d349&_phsrc=cPx5701&_phstart=successSource 
           

 
 
 

 
Naturalization on 19 Ap4 1920 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3791148:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=bc58d834-c87b-4c13-919c-
99df490c72ba&_phsrc=cPx5689&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3791148:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=bc58d834-c87b-4c13-919c-99df490c72ba&_phsrc=cPx5689&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3791148:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=bc58d834-c87b-4c13-919c-99df490c72ba&_phsrc=cPx5689&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3791148:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=bc58d834-c87b-4c13-919c-99df490c72ba&_phsrc=cPx5689&_phstart=successSource


3 
 

 

 
Very faint document - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-

2Y7K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZY-
29FJ&action=view 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/243827:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=0fdccdf4-71c8-4e54-acf6-
847c8c4a1a95&_phsrc=cPx5703&_phstart=successSource 

 
Life: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/243827:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=0fdccdf4-71c8-4e54-acf6-847c8c4a1a95&_phsrc=cPx5703&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/243827:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=0fdccdf4-71c8-4e54-acf6-847c8c4a1a95&_phsrc=cPx5703&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/243827:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=0fdccdf4-71c8-4e54-acf6-847c8c4a1a95&_phsrc=cPx5703&_phstart=successSource
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Saturday 19 Feb 1927 p 2 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/243364650/ 
 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Monday 19 Jan 1948 p 1 – covered by many other 

newspapers, with same text, such as “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 19 Jan 1948 p 
2 & “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 19 Jan 1948 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/243364650/
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Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Michael Peter Bejma (1889-1946) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3529506:61483?tid=8416064&pid=202530160495&queryId=b6f111db-fa76-
4566-8a72-f7e964df5ef8&_phsrc=cPx5625&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/27991144/person/422046491276/media/29081957-a009-481b-812b-
b77b5cde77ab 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3529506:61483?tid=8416064&pid=202530160495&queryId=b6f111db-fa76-4566-8a72-f7e964df5ef8&_phsrc=cPx5625&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3529506:61483?tid=8416064&pid=202530160495&queryId=b6f111db-fa76-4566-8a72-f7e964df5ef8&_phsrc=cPx5625&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3529506:61483?tid=8416064&pid=202530160495&queryId=b6f111db-fa76-4566-8a72-f7e964df5ef8&_phsrc=cPx5625&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27991144/person/422046491276/media/29081957-a009-481b-812b-b77b5cde77ab
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27991144/person/422046491276/media/29081957-a009-481b-812b-b77b5cde77ab
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27991144/person/422046491276/media/29081957-a009-481b-812b-b77b5cde77ab
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brother John Albert Bejma (1892-1945) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10792827:1002?tid=27991144&pid=422046491279&queryId=873c4529-
2211-4c3a-a435-f0fce5bd9c5e&_phsrc=cPx5635&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10792827:1002?tid=27991144&pid=422046491279&queryId=873c4529-2211-4c3a-a435-f0fce5bd9c5e&_phsrc=cPx5635&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10792827:1002?tid=27991144&pid=422046491279&queryId=873c4529-2211-4c3a-a435-f0fce5bd9c5e&_phsrc=cPx5635&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10792827:1002?tid=27991144&pid=422046491279&queryId=873c4529-2211-4c3a-a435-f0fce5bd9c5e&_phsrc=cPx5635&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/342760:2544 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/342760:2544
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/106440:61719 

 
 
 

 
US National Homes for Volunteer Disabled Soldiers – Milwaukee WI - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/229177:1200 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/106440:61719
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/229177:1200
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/243824:2375 

 

 

 
Sister Bejma, b. 5 May 1894 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XRYF-CVW 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/243824:2375
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brother Louis Matthew Bejma (1895-1966) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/135076:61719?tid=27991144&pid=422046491281&queryId=dc1df2ca-1cf0-

4e79-a91b-007a1b43e654&_phsrc=cPx5648&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2820720:2375?tid=27991144&pid=422046491281&queryId=5d6982e3-cbf2-
4573-b002-6ff2a2d9bbc3&_phsrc=cPx5654&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/135076:61719?tid=27991144&pid=422046491281&queryId=dc1df2ca-1cf0-4e79-a91b-007a1b43e654&_phsrc=cPx5648&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/135076:61719?tid=27991144&pid=422046491281&queryId=dc1df2ca-1cf0-4e79-a91b-007a1b43e654&_phsrc=cPx5648&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/135076:61719?tid=27991144&pid=422046491281&queryId=dc1df2ca-1cf0-4e79-a91b-007a1b43e654&_phsrc=cPx5648&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Anna C. Bejma (1897-1979) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/826671:2544?tid=27991144&pid=422046491285&queryId=96a37e9b-e578-
4b28-b4b6-b6fbe91018bc&_phsrc=cPx5676&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/826671:2544?tid=27991144&pid=422046491285&queryId=96a37e9b-e578-4b28-b4b6-b6fbe91018bc&_phsrc=cPx5676&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/826671:2544?tid=27991144&pid=422046491285&queryId=96a37e9b-e578-4b28-b4b6-b6fbe91018bc&_phsrc=cPx5676&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/826671:2544?tid=27991144&pid=422046491285&queryId=96a37e9b-e578-4b28-b4b6-b6fbe91018bc&_phsrc=cPx5676&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/154420:61719 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/154420:61719
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Anna Bejma death 1979 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1466621:61483?tid=27991144&pid=422046491285&queryId=8e19249f-
b017-4248-aeb1-94415a31bc74&_phsrc=cPx5680&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

************  

 
Sister Helen M. Bejma Kucharski (1899-1990) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/27991144/person/422046491287/facts 
 

 
 
 

 
Brother Frank Joseph Bejma (1901-1957) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3188587:61483?tid=118931005&pid=352181939647&queryId=6b0ca01b-
2abe-4ebb-9d19-f9662e2281b2&_phsrc=cPx5715&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1466621:61483?tid=27991144&pid=422046491285&queryId=8e19249f-b017-4248-aeb1-94415a31bc74&_phsrc=cPx5680&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1466621:61483?tid=27991144&pid=422046491285&queryId=8e19249f-b017-4248-aeb1-94415a31bc74&_phsrc=cPx5680&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1466621:61483?tid=27991144&pid=422046491285&queryId=8e19249f-b017-4248-aeb1-94415a31bc74&_phsrc=cPx5680&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27991144/person/422046491287/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27991144/person/422046491287/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3188587:61483?tid=118931005&pid=352181939647&queryId=6b0ca01b-2abe-4ebb-9d19-f9662e2281b2&_phsrc=cPx5715&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3188587:61483?tid=118931005&pid=352181939647&queryId=6b0ca01b-2abe-4ebb-9d19-f9662e2281b2&_phsrc=cPx5715&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3188587:61483?tid=118931005&pid=352181939647&queryId=6b0ca01b-2abe-4ebb-9d19-f9662e2281b2&_phsrc=cPx5715&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13097:2544 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/198697319:2238 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13097:2544


19 
 

 

 
Bother Stanley Joseph Bejma (1903-1987) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/27991144/person/422046491835/facts 
 

 
Other records claim Stanley’s birth on 7 Jan 1903, which matches 1910 census - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XRG1-K5J 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27991144/person/422046491835/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27991144/person/422046491835/facts
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XRG1-K5J
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VHHD-CQP 
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Sister Cecilia Bejma Bujny (1904 -1975) 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61719/images/48918_00144-
00200?pId=212545 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/91135534:61484?tid=27991144&pid=422046491836&queryId=c185d2a9-
2ca9-4f9a-83bf-0d1a1318e22a&_phsrc=cPx5685&_phstart=successSource 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61719/images/48918_00144-00200?pId=212545
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61719/images/48918_00144-00200?pId=212545
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Name:  Joseph Louis Bejma 
Name variations: Also Joseph Lewis Bejma. 
Do not confuse with Joseph D. Bejma, b. Jul 1899 – d. Mar 1971 Racine WI, also from 
Milwaukee WI, who is buried in the same cemetery at Joseph Louis Bejma. 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C - corporal 
Serial number:  251,102 
Entered service from:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Joseph L. Bejma 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Albert Bejma, 1350 - 2nd Ave., Milwaukee WI 
Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph L. Bejma 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: NOK father Albert Bejma, 1350 - 2nd Ave., Milwaukee WI 
(cpl, Co. F, 2nd Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Joseph Lewis Bejma - b. 27 Jan 1891 Germany; res: 
Wautoma, Waushara WI. Citizenship status not known. Single. Farm laborer for Paul 
Sauerbrie, town of Wautoma. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Joseph Louis Bejma - b. 27 Jan 1891 Posen, 
Germany; res: 2874 S. 9th St., Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Contact Mrs. Mar--- Guss, of 
same address. Employed at Monarch Manu. Co., 247 E. Chicago St., Milwaukee WI. 
Height: 5’ 4 ½ “, weight 142 pounds. Has tattoo [sic] on rt. arm & left arm.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index [difficult to read]: 
Enlisted Jul 1917 
Discharged 14 Mar 1919 
Address: Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit: cannot read 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  27 Jan 1891 Posen, Germany (I, II) - tombstone: 27 Jan 1890 
Died: 18 Jan 1948 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI (slipped & fell on icy pavement & run over by 
car) 
Find A Grave record: 153393855 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery: Saint Adalbert’s 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Wisconsin CPL 2 Sup Tn 2 Div WWI 
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Father: Albert Stanley Bejma, AKA Albert Stanislaus Bejma, AKA Wojciech Bejma, 10 Apr 
1862 Poland/Germany - 15 Mar 1941 WI. Son of Ludovicus Bejma & Marianne Katafiasz. 
Arrived in the US in Philadelphia PA 6 May 1891; naturalized 17 Nov 1924. 
Buried in Saint Adalbert’s Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. 
Find A Grave: 173378008 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/8416064/person/200175644444/facts 
 
Mother: Katarzyna (Katashina/Kate/Catherine/Katherine) Jarecka/Jarecki/Czarnecka 
Bejma, 7 Nov 1866 Poland Germany – 1 Dec 1915 Milwaukee Co. WI. Daughter of 
Ludovicus Jarecki & Anna Fabich. Buried in Saint Adalbert’s Cemetery, Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI 
Find A Grave: 170902940 
Marriage: 1886 Krokikowo, Kujawsko-Pomorski, Poland 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: in the 1910 census his mother said she gave birth to 11 children, 9 of whom were 
living 

• Michael Peter Bejma, Sep 1889 (1900 census), Poland Germany – 10 Jul 1946 
Milwaukee Co. WI. Registered for WWII draft as Micheal Peter Bejma. Buried in Saint 
Adalbert’s Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 170904183 

• John Albert Bejma, 21 May 1892 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 19 Jun 1945 WI. WWI 
veteran. Buried in Wood National Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 348894 

• Girl with surname “Bema” – b. 5 May 1894 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
• Louis Matthew Bejma, 20 Sep 1895 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 16 Feb 1966 

Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. WWI veteran. When he registers for the WWII draft (27 
Apr 1942), he lists his sister, Mrs. Cecilia “Budny” of 2918 S. 7th St., Milwaukee WI as 
his next-of-kin. Buried in Wood National Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 
348895 

• Anna C. Bejma, 1 Dec 1897 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 31 Oct 1979 Milwaukee Co. 
WI. Buried in Saint Adalbert’s Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 175975224 

• Helen M. Bejma Kucharski, 19 May 1899 Milwaukee Co. WI – 25 Feb 1990 St. Louis, 
St. Louis City MO. Wife of Joseph Kucharski (1901 WI – 1963 WI, F: 167365159). 
Buried in Saint Adalbert’s Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 167359446 

• Frank Joseph Bejma, 2 Jan 1901 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 20 Sep 1957 Milwaukee 
Co. WI. Age 19 in 1920 census.  Husband of Pearl Celia Prominski (1902-1982, F: 
170904199) whom he married 30 Jun 1925 in Milwaukee Co. WI. Buried in Saint 
Adalbert’s Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 170903021 

• Stanley Bejma, 7 Jan 1903 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 29 Aug 1987 Milwaukee Co. 
WI. Name is Stanislaus in 1910 census. Husband of Regina Sekita (1908-1952, F: 
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170904214) whom he married 19 Nov 1941 in Milwaukee Co. WI. Buried in Saint 
Adalbert’s Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 170907074 

• Cecilia Margaret Bejma Bujny, 25 Nov 1904 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 30 Aug 
1975.  Name Cecylia in 1920 census and Celia in 1910 census. Age 15 in 1920. Note 
on birth record that name was changed from Cesylia to Cecilia Margaret. – Wife of 
John Bujny (1897-1995, F: 167726158) whom she married 2 Jul 1927 Milwaukee Co. 
WI. Buried in Saint Adalbert’s Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 167726146 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Joseph Louis Bejma, Rte 3, Box 67, Wautoma WI, b. Germany 1891, naturalized 19 Apr 
1920 in Circuit Court, Wautoma, Waushara Co. WI 
 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” 19 Feb 1927 p 2 – 27 Waushara Co. men on the 
Tuscania met at Wautoma to organize the “Tuscania Survivors.” One of those on board 
was Joseph Bejma.  
 
Obituary: 
 
several newspapers with same report, including "Wisconsin Rapids [WI] Daily Tribune" 19 
Jan 1948 p 1 - age 56, of Milwaukee, slipped & fell on icy pavement & was run over by a car 
& fatally injured 
 
Social Security Number: 391-18-0926 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 1117 – 1st Ave. 
Albert Bejma, 37 Poland Germany, Apr 1863, blacksmith helper, married 14 years, 
emigrated 1891, in US for 9 years, papers filed for citizenship status 
Kate, 34 Poland Germany, Oct 1866, emigrated 1891, in US for 9 years, gave birth to 7 
children, 6 are living 
Michael, 11 Poland Germany, Sep 1889, emigrated 1891, in US for 9 years, at school 
Joseph, 9 Poland Germany, Jan 1891, emigrated 1891, in US for 9 years, at school 
Louis, 5 WI, Sep 1895 
Anna, 3 WI, Dec 1897 
Helen, 1 WI, Mar 1899 
 
1910 Lake, Milwaukee WI – all but Louis who is in reform school 



25 
 

Albert Behma [sic], 48 Germany/Polish, parents b. Germany/Poland, emigrated 1892, 
naturalized, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, blacksmith, horseshoeing 
Katashina, 44 Germany/Polish, parents b. Germany/Polandemigrated 1892, in 1st marriage, 
gave birth to 11 children, 9 are living 
Michael, 20 Germany/Polish, emigrated 1892, laborer, odd jobs 
Joseph, 19 German/Polish, emigrated 1892, laborer, odd jobs 
John, 18 WI, laborer, stone foundry 
Louis, 14 WI reform school [and then Louis is crossed out] 
Anna, 12 WI 
Helen, 11 WI 
Frank, 10 WI 
Stanislaus, 6 WI 
Celia, 5 WI 
 
1910 Waukesha, Waukesha WI – Wisconsin State Industrial School for Boys, College Ave. 
& State St. – line 26 
Louis Bejma, 14 WI, inmate, parents b. Russia/Polish.  
 
1920 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 1350 – 2nd Ave. 
Albert Bejma, 57 Posen, widowed, parents b. Posen, emigrated 1891, papers filed for 
citizenship, helper, blacksmith 
Michal, 30 Posen, father b. Posen, mother Polish, emigrated 1891, alien, handyman, 
construction co. 
Joseph, 29 Posen, naturalized 1916, naturalized [not until 1920], driver, truck wagon 
John, 27 WI 
Louis, 24 WI 
Anna, 22 WI 
Helen, 21 Wi, beater, rubber works 
Frank, 19 WI, filler, rubber works 
Cecylia, 15 WI 
[all the children are single – for all children, both parents b. Posen] 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 2500 – 2nd Ave. father & brother 
Albert Bejma, 68 Poland, parents b. Poland, widowed, emigrated 1891, naturalized, 
blacksmith 
Stanley, 27 WI, single, parents b. Poland, machine operator, machine shop 
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 2905 S. 8th St., same house in 1935 - ?? – he died in 1948 
Joseph Bejma, 49 Germany, single, naturalized citizen, laborer, WPA, a lodger with: 
Arthur Gray, 37 WI, his wife Irene, their son & daughter. Arthur is a painter decorator, 
contractor. 


