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TUSCANIA 

 

Basye, Joseph Daniel 
1887 NE – 1980 MT 

   
 

  
Joe Basye – “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Monday  27 Aug 1973 p 4 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/951857671/ 
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“Daily Inter-Lake” (Kalispell MT) Friday 10 Feb 1939 p 4 
– Joe Basye [listed as Joe D. Basey] is #10, second from the left in the back row - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/951100336/ - copied on two different dates from 
Newspapers.com, as image quality differs 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/951100336/
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Joseph Daniel Basye and third wife Mary Jane Blumhagen Basye celebrate their 50th 

wedding anniversary 28 Apr 1973 – 
“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Sunday 6 May 1973 p 12 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/951837656/ 
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Thursday 18 Aug 1960 p 11 
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MT death record of Joseph Daniel Basye - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319784-
01384?pId=450077510 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319784-01384?pId=450077510
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319784-01384?pId=450077510
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Tuesday 19 Feb 1980 p 12 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Tuesday 19 Feb 1980 p 9 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3317754:2375 

 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3317754:2375
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MT, WWI military record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/36530:62068 - MT, Military Records: serial 250469, enlisted 14 Dec 1917 at 
Fort George Wright, Spokane WA at age 30 years, 9 months. Residence: 275 – 6th Ave., 
Kalispell MT. Private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers. Born Norman NE. Made sergeant 19 Jun 
1918, demoted to private 15 Mar 1919. Overseas until 10 Jun 1919. Discharged 23 Jun 
1919. 0% disabled. 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-H3BM-

M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZL-
GGXK&action=view 

 
Life: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/36530:62068
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/36530:62068
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“Kalispell (MT) Bee” Thursday 10 Jan 1918 p 5 
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Several other MT articles refer to Joseph as “James Basye” - “Anaconda (MT) Standard” 

Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Missoula (MT) Sentinel” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Libby (MT) Western News” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Tuesday 30 Apr 1918 p 4 
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Friday 13 Jun 1919 p 5 
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Joseph is misidentified as his brother George who was not on Tuscania – “Butte (MT) Miner” 
Saturday 14 Jun 1919 p 8 

 
 

 
His MT military record reported he was 0% disabled upon discharge - “The Missoulian” 

(Missoula MT) Wednesday 1 Feb 1922 p 7 
 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Tuesday 12 Apr 1927 p 3 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 13 Apr 1927 p 4 
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Wednesday 16 Nov 1927 p 5 

 
 

 
“Daily Inter Lake” Wednesday 14 Mar 1928 p 5 
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“Kalispell (MT) Times-Monitor” Thursday 2 Feb 1931 p 5 

 

 
“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Sunday 11 Nov 1951 p 10 
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“Montana Record-Herald” (Helena MT) Monday 28 Sep 1931 p 4 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 28 Sep 1931 p 4 
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“Montana Record-Herald” (Helena MT) Tuesday 29 Sep 1931 p 3 

 

 
“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Friday 24 Jul 1936 p 5 

 



32 
 

 
“Libby (MT) Western News” Thursday 20 Oct 1938 p 6 

 

 
“Helena (MT) Times-Monitor” Thursday 9 Feb 1939 p 8 

 

 
“Flathead Courier” (Polson MT) Thursday 17 Jun 1948 p A5 
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Joseph Basye & his fellow survivors had sailed on Tuscania, not Lusitania (which was not a 
troopship & which was sunk in 1915, before the US entered WWI) – since the convoy had 
left the Tuscania behind, no one in it saw the Tuscania sink - “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell 

MT) Tuesday 27 Sep 1949 p 4 
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Joe attends the funeral of his fellow Tuscania survivor [and former brother-in-law] John 

Morrow, who drowned in Flathead Lake – “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Tuesday 29 Apr 
1952 p 6 

 

 
“Hot Springs (MT) Sentinel” Thursday 2 Oct 1952 p 3 
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“Polson (MT) Flathead Courier” Thursday 30 Oct 1952 p A15 

 
 

 
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Wednesday 28 Mar 1956 p 11 
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One of many notices of Joe’s acting as pallbearer at a veteran’s funeral - “The Missoulian” 

(Missoula MT) Saturday 21 Mar 1959 p 7 
 

 
“Hot Springs (MT) Sentinel” Thursday 29 Mar 1956 p 3 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Saturday 31 Mar 1956 p 9 
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“Whitefish (MT) Pilot” Thursday 18 Aug 1960 p 4 

 

 
“Hot Springs (MT) Citizen” Thursday 26 Mar 1970 p 1 
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Wednesday 25 Apr 1973 p 11 

 

 
“Sanders County Ledger” (Thompson Falls MT) Thursday 26 Apr 1973 p A5 
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Tuesday 5 Feb 1974 p 6 

 
Wife Alma Morrow Basye Gehrke 
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Obituary of 1st wife Alma Morrow Basye Gehrke – “Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Monday 21 

Feb 1983 p 21 
 

 
Marriage to Alma Morrow - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/101627515/person/290010828498/media/d800078f-18ef-
45b9-907d-1e5d0dcb43b3?_phsrc=cPx4693&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/101627515/person/290010828498/media/d800078f-18ef-45b9-907d-1e5d0dcb43b3?_phsrc=cPx4693&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/101627515/person/290010828498/media/d800078f-18ef-45b9-907d-1e5d0dcb43b3?_phsrc=cPx4693&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/101627515/person/290010828498/media/d800078f-18ef-45b9-907d-1e5d0dcb43b3?_phsrc=cPx4693&_phstart=successSource
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Wednesday 20 Oct 1909 p 5 

 
 

 
“Kalispell (MT) Journal” Monday 11 Sep 1911 p 5 
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Divorce action of 14 Feb 1917 Flathead Co. MT - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61254/images/46969_b319930-

00427?pId=9372 
 

Wife Theresa Ritter 
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MT death record of Theresa Ritter Moore Basye Postle - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1032726:5437?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b76bd8f8372e28e1aa467fa5a1cc98f&_

phsrc=cPx4713&_phstart=successSource 
 



49 
 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 24 Jan 1943 p 2 – Find A Grave 209888768 
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Obituary of Theresa Ritter Moore Basye Postle – ‘Glasgow (MT) Courier” Thursday 28 Jan 

1943 p 5 
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divorce action by Theresa 15 Mar 1923 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61254/images/46969_b319948-
00313?pId=6222 

 
Wife Mary Jane Blumhagen  
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Using name Mary B. Hagen –  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/101627515/person/290010828498/media/235b582a-d611-
4f0d-bace-a3647c23db4a?_phsrc=cPx4692&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Monday 8 Jan 1990 p 8 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Wednesday 10 Jan 1990 p 8 

 

 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 16 Apr 1928 p 3 
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“Polson (MT) Flathead Courier” Thursday 31 Mar 1955 p A7 

 



58 
 

 
Obituary of her father Christoph Blumhagen – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 18 Mar 

1962 p 12 
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The obituary of Mary Jane’s father identifies her as the daughter of his 1st wife, Elizabeth – 

“Polson (MT) Flathead Courier” Thursday 22 Mar 1962 p A9 
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Death of Mary Jane’s stepmother Karolina Blumhagen (1882-1956) – “The Missoulian” 

(Missoula MT) Friday 15 Jun 1956 p 8 
 



61 
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“Polson (MT) Flathead Courier” Thursday 11 May 1967 p A5 
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Son (by Theresa Ritter) 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Friday 26 Jan 1996 p 24 
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WA birth record of John David Basye – https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/105755906:6493 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/105755906:6493
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/105755906:6493
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WA death record of John Davis Basye - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6569047:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=bc581ffb605604674f9860a3d554ae13&_
phsrc=cPx4711&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

Father: 
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John Wesley Basye, his brother [unnamed] & wife Lillian Emel Basye - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074843464/media/239b30bb-c9d2-4125-91fe-

f3e136124a6a 
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“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Thursday 31 Mar 1921 p 10 
 

 
“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Monday 28 Mar 1921 p 1 
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“Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Wednesday 30 Mar 1921 p 8 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Ruth Lillian Basye Howard Chenoweth (1889-1965) – “Kalispell (MT) News” Thursday 

18 Nov 1965 p 6 
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MT death record of Ruth Lillian Basye Howard Chenoweth - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319781-
01086?pId=79548 

 
 

 
Sister Viola Lydia Basye McArthur Graves (1892-1988) – Find A Grave 77876302 
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With Basye misspelled – Viola’s marriage to 1st husband Charles Elmer McArthur – “Daily 

Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Tuesday 28 Sep 1909 p 8 
 

 
“Arcadian” (Bigfork MT) Friday 1 Oct 1909 p 1 
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“Kalispell (MT) Journal” Thursday 27 Jan 1910 p 4 
 

 
“Kalispell (MT) Bee” Friday 28 Jan 1910 p 5 

 

 
Charles Elmer McArthur & Lydia Viola Basye had married on 27 Sep 1909, not 16 years 

earlier – “Anaconda (MT) Standard” Sunday 30 Jan 1910 p 17 
 
 

 
Brother George Wesley Basye (1895-1984) – Find A Grave 61466571 
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Wartime letter home to sister Lillian Basye Howard (later Chenoweth) referencing his 

brother Joseph -  “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Thursday 10 Apr 1919 p 4 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Thursday 5 Apr 1984 p 19 

 

 
Brother Layton Harold Basye (1897-1963) – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Saturday 14 

Dec 1963 p 5 
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Layton Basye – “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) Thursday 12 Dec 1963 p 2 
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Layton Harold Basye - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074844788/media/293c2676-6490-44cb-84e0-
f4dea3ed81f8 

 

 
Layton charged Violet with adultery & was awarded the divorce on 25 Mar 1948 & custody 

of their 6-year-old daughter Irene Lucille - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074844788/media/293c2676-6490-44cb-84e0-f4dea3ed81f8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074844788/media/293c2676-6490-44cb-84e0-f4dea3ed81f8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074844788/media/293c2676-6490-44cb-84e0-f4dea3ed81f8
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61477/images/47793_554235-
00447?pId=28696 

 

 
Sister Pearl Esther Basye Rhodes (1901-1999) – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 

Wednesday 4 Aug 1999 p 13 
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Pearl Esther Basye & husband Lester Clair Rhodes on their wedding day - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074845623/media/68981cbc-8834-46a1-b7ce-

d10b403779f5 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074845623/media/68981cbc-8834-46a1-b7ce-d10b403779f5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074845623/media/68981cbc-8834-46a1-b7ce-d10b403779f5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/101571568/person/122074845623/media/68981cbc-8834-46a1-b7ce-d10b403779f5
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MT death record of Pearl Basye Rhodes - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319792-
01006?pId=31855 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319792-01006?pId=31855
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319792-01006?pId=31855
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Sister Grace Emi/Emel Basye Yenne (1902-1985) – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Sunday 5 May 1985 p 4 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Joseph Daniel Basye 
Name variations:  Joe Basye 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,469 
Entered service from:  Kalispell, Flathead MT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Joseph D. Basye 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Wesley J. Basye, Kalispell MT 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Olivia" Jun 1919, 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph D. Basye 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Basye, Kalispell MT (pvt, 17th Co., 20 Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Joseph Daniel Basye - b. 31 Mar 1887 Norman NE; 
res: 475 – 6th Ave. E.N., Kalispell, Flathead MT. Single [actually, he was divorced with a 
child under age 12. His ex-wife Alma Morrow Basye had remarried on 2 Jun 1917; he 
registered on 4 Jun 1917, the day ahead of the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day]. Farm 
laborer, unemployed. Tall & slender. 
Lifeboat: his life raft, minus its bow, landed on Islay, Scotland, 5 Feb 1918. He reunited 
with other survivors at Port Ellen, Islay, on 7 Feb 1918. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  surname spelled Bayse - RFD, 
Creston MT 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Joseph Daniel Basye - b. 31 Mar 1887 Norman NE; 
res: Rt. 1, Kalispell, Flathead MT. NOK wife Mary Bayse, same address. Employed at Log 
Cabin, Main & 1st, Kalispell MT. Height: 5’11” – 210 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged 23 Jun 1919 
Address: Kalispell MT 
Rank/unit: private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  31 Mar 1887 Norman, Kearney NE 
Died:  18 Feb 1980, Columbia Falls, Flathead MT (in the state Veterans Administration 
hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 76789851 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Kalispell, Flathead MT 
Cemetery: Conrad Memorial 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Sgt US Army WWI 
 
Father: John Wesley [Wesley John] Basye, 29 Jun 1858 Fairfield, Butler OH – 26 Mar 1921 
Kalispell, Flathead MT. Son of Joseph Stover Basye & Lydia Viola Tucker. Obituary: 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” 31 Mar 1921 p 10 – died at age 63, survived by 7 children: Mrs. 
Viola Graves (Bremerton NY), Mrs. Ruth Howard (Spokane), Mrs. Pearl Rhodes (Kalispell), 
George Basye of St. Paul [state not indicated] – and Joseph D., Layton & Grace Basye, all of 
Kalispell. 
Buried in Conrad Memorial Cemetery, Conrad, Kalispell MT. 
Find A Grave 76790433 
 
Mother: Lillian (Lillie) Jane Emel Basye, 27 Nov 1868 Jonesboro, Grant IN – 11 Sep 1907 
Helena, Lewis & Clark MT. daughter of Daniel Emel & Ruth Pierce [or Ruth Peirce Brooks?]. 
Buried in Conrad Memorial Cemetery, Conrad, Kalispell MT. 
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Find A Grave: 76790499 
Parents’ marriage: Wesley Basye, b. OH, age 23, married 27 May 1885 Kearney Co. NE to 
Lillie Jane Emel, age 17. 
 
Spouse:  Alma M. Morrow Basye Gehrke, 11 Sep 1888 Fort Benton, Choteau MT – 19 Feb 
1983 Spokane, Spokane WA. Joseph & Alma Basye’s son was Joseph Daniel Basye. Her 2nd 
husband was August E. Gehrke (1887-1955, F: 17944001). Alma Basye, age 29, daughter of 
David Morrow & Sarah Travis, resident of Libby MT, b. Ft. Benton, Choteau MT, previously 
married but divorced – married 2 Jun 1917 in Libby, Lincoln MT – to August M. Gehrke, age 
30, son of August Gehrke & Fredrica Blake, resident of Libby MT, b. Merrill, Lincoln MT, 
single – by a Lutheran minister. Alma’s obituary: “Spokane Chronicle” 21 Feb 1983 p 21. 
Buried in 
Spouse Find A Grave: 26874522 
Marriage: 19 Oct 1909 Kalispell, Flathead MT – Joseph Basye, age 22, b. Norman NE, son of 
John Wesley Basye & Jane Lillie Emel – married – Elma Morrow, age 21, b. Fort Benton MT, 
daughter of David Morrow & Sarah Elizabeth Travil [Travis in other records], 1st marriage for 
both, married by justice of the peace. 
In Sep 1911 Joseph was tried in court for desertion & non-support of his wife & two-year-
old child. His son was living with relatives. Alma pleaded for him, and said they had 
patched things up and were going to Whitefish MT to live. 
But then, Alma petitioned for divorce on the grounds that Joseph had deserted her & not 
supported her & their child. She claimed he had “idle, dissipated, and profligate habits.” 
Divorced 14 Feb1917 Flathead Co. MT. 
 
Spouse:  Theresa Ritter Moore Basye Postle, 29 Sep 1871 [birth year varies] Grove, Stearns 
MN – 23 Jan 1943 Glasgow, Valley MT.  
Daughter of Peter Ritter & Elizabeth (Lizzie) Darlinghouse. In the 1875 MN state census 
living with parents in Grove, Stearns MN, age 3).  
Married George Frederick Moore (1862 PA – 1933, F: 86014046) in Todd Co. MN on 14 Aug 
1889. In the 1900 census, George & Theresa were residents of Todd Co. MN, she reporting 
a birthdate of Sep 1876. They had 5 children, one of whom died on the day she was born. 
After divorcing Joseph Basye, Theresa Basye married Peter Rufus Postle on 8 May 1923 in 
Kalispell, Flathead MT. Peter was age 25, widowed, b. Winona ND, son of John Postle & 
Esther Wagne. Theresa Basye was age 50 (double the age of her spouse), divorced, b. 
Munich MN, daughter of Peter Ritter & Elizabeth Darlinghouse. Both were residents of 
Belton MT. Peter Rufus Postle was born 20 Sep 1897 Winona ND & died 17 Feb 1976 Myrtle 
Point, Coos OR. Obituary: “Coos Bay World” 18 Feb 1976 p 2. Buried in Catching Creek 
Cemetery, Coos Co. OR F: 69066023.  
Obituary: “Great Falls Tribune” 24 Jan 1943 p 2 – Mrs. Peter Postle, age 71, mother of Mrs. 
E.E. Gallagher of Great Falls, d. 23 Jan 1943 of a stroke. She moved to Great Falls from 
Essex in western MT about 3 months ago. She is survived by 3 sons: Frank Moore (West 
Union MN), George Moore (Crystal Lake MN) & Clarence Moore (Pontiac MI).  “Great Falls 
Tribune” 26 Jan 1943 p 3 – funeral held 26 Jan 1943 in Glasgow MT. [no interment noted] 
Buried in Highland Cemetery, Glasgow, Valley MT. 
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Spouse Find A Grave: 209888768 
Marriage: 25 Aug 1921 Whitefish, Flathead MT. Joseph Daniel Basye, b. 1887 Norman NE, 
age 34, resident Kalispell, divorced, son of Wesley Bayse [sic] & Lillian Emil [sic] – Theresa 
Moore, b. Melrose NE [she was born in MN], age 37, resident Belton MT, divorced, daughter 
of Pete Riter [sic/Ritter] & Elizabeth Darlinghouse. 
Divorce: Theresa petitioned for a divorce, claiming that Joseph Basye deserted her on 29 
Jan 1922. There were no children from the marriage. The divorce was granted 15 Mar 1923.  
 
Spouse:  Mary Jane Blumhagen Basye, 1902 Turtle Lake, McLean ND - 6 Jan 1990 Kalispell, 
Flathead MT.  
Daughter of Christoph Blumhagen (1865 Romania – 1962 MT, F: 20230729) & Elizabeth 
Louise Helm (1868 Romania – 1904 ND, F: 109074985) who married in 1887. 
On her marriage license, her mother is identified as Caroline Maier; this is incorrect, 
Karolina Maier Blumhagen being her father Christoph’s 2nd wife. In Mary Jane’s obituary, 
her mother is listed correctly as Elizabeth Blumhagen. In her father Christoph’s obituary in 
the “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Sunday 18 Mar 1962 p 12, it says Mary Jane Blumhagen 
Basye was his daughter by his first marriage, the one to Elizabeth Louise Helm.  
Obituary: “Great Falls Tribune” 8 Jan 1990 p 8 – Mary Jane Basye, age 88, of Kalispell MT, d. 
6 Jan 1990 Kalispell Regional Hospital. Born 6 Jan 1902 Turtle Lake ND to Christoph & 
Elizabeth Blumhagen. “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” 10 Jan 1990 p 8A: Married Joseph Basye in 
1923 in Billings MT. Burial in Conrad. Survived by stepson John D. Basye, Tacoma WA. 
Moved to MT in 1910 to live in Polson where she attended school.  
There is confusing (and apparently) inaccurate information on the Find A Grave record 
20230729 of Christoph M. Blumhagen (1865 Romania – 1962 Polson MT). This record says 
he had 3 wives – Karolina (buried with him, 1882-1956, F: 20230750), Louise (married 
about 1888) & Elizabeth (married 1905). This would make it impossible for Elizabeth to be 
Mary’s mother, but it makes Louise her possible mother – but there does not appear to be a 
“Louise” according to Christoph’s obituary..  Marriage records show Christoph marrying 
Carolina Mayers 29 Mar 1905, so she can’t be Mary’s mother.  
Mary Jane’s stepmother was Karolina Maier Blumhagen (1882-1956, F: 20230750). Her 
father & stepmother celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 1955. They had married in 
1905 in Martin ND.  
Buried in Conrad Memorial Cemetery, Kalispell, Flathead MT. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 76789957 
Marriage: 28 Apr 1923 Columbus, Stillwater MT. Joseph D. Basye, age 30, son of Wesley J. 
Basye & Lilly Emel, previously married but divorced, resident of Butte MT, Born Norman, 
Kearney NE – Mary B. Hagen [i.e. Blumhagen], age 22, daughter of Christof C. Hagen & 
Caroline Maier, not previously married, resident of Butte MT, born Anamoose, McHenry 
ND. Married by a justice of the peace. 
 
Children: by wife Alma Morrow 

• John David Basye, 4 Feb 1909 Spokane, Spokane WA – 24 Jan 1996 Tacoma, 
Pierce WA. Marriage license: son of Joe Basye & Elma Morrow, b. Spokane WA, 
age 23, married 23 Jan 1933 Kalispell, Flathead MT to Virginia Smith, age 18, b. 
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Dayton MT, daughter of Lee Smith & Ruth Whitehaus. Virginia Smith Basye 
(1914-2003). F: 183179898 

 
Stepchildren: by wife Theresa Ritter’s marriage to George Fredrick Moore 

• Francis Fremont (“Frank”) Moore, 24 Apr 1891 West Union, Todd MN – 12 Jan 
1961 Osakis, Douglas MN. Married Electa Olena Valstad (1894-1945, F: 
144938519). Buried in Kinkead Cemetery, Alexandria, Douglas MN. F: 
144938535 

• George Grover Moore, 28 Oct 1892 West Union, Todd MN – 5 Jan 1968 Mauston, 
Juneau WI. Married in 1914 to Margaret Ellen (Ella) Hetherington (1897-1988, F: 
189007265). Buried in Mauston-Oakwood Cemetery, Mauston, Juneau WI. F; 
189007143 

• Hazel Hildred Moore Gallagher, 15 Jan 1898 West Union, Todd MN – 21 Feb 1993 
Glasgow, Valley MT. Married to Edward T. Gallagher (1892-1970, F: 185295878). 
Buried in Highland Cemetery, Glasgow, Valley MT. F: 185345101 

• Clarence Calvin Moore, 15 Nov 1905 West Union, Todd MN – 15 Dec 1979 MI (a 
resident of Pontiac, Oakland MI). Married 24 Aug 1926 in Glasgow, Valley MT to 
Winona Elizabeth Woods (b. 1908). Divorced 13 Dec 1937 in Oakland Co. MI.  – 
Married Clarina M. St. John Chevalier, age 30, born Hancock MI, daughter of 
Sam St. John & Clarina St. Germain, on 31 Dec 1937 in Baraga, Baraga MI. 
Clarence was born in “Asakis” [i.e. Osakis] MN, was age 32 & a factory. Both had 
been married once before. https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2517139:9093 – When he registered for the WWII draft on 16 Oct 
1940, Clarence Calvin lived at 3093 The Boulevard, Keego Harbor, Oakland MI. 
His next-of-kin was his uncle Fred Ritter, Taylor St., Pontiac, Oakland MI. 
Clarence worked at the Pontiac Motor Car Co. & had “right arm off below 
elbow.” 

• Myrtle Melissa Moore, b. & d. 4 May 1909 West Union, Todd MN. 
 
Siblings: 

• Ruth Lillian / Lillian Ruth Basye Howard Chenoweth, 5 May 1889 Norman, Kearney 
NE – 14 Nov 1965 Kalispell, Flathead MT. First husband: Joseph Verner Howard, 
married 2 Aug 1909 Kalispell, Flathead MT. She was age 20, single, daughter of 
Wesley Basye & Lillie Emil, born Norman NE, resident Kalispell MT. Joseph Howard 
age 25, was single, son of Louis Howard & Frances Fell. He was born in Gladstone 
ND, resident of Enumclaw WA. Married by Episcopalian clergyman. - In 1910 Ruth & 
Joseph Howard resided in Enumclaw, King WA & in 1920 in Libby, Lincoln MT with 
their son Joseph Wesley Howard (b. 31 Jul 1910 Columbia Falls, Flathead MT – d. 2 
Aug 1934, F: 17726373). Joseph Verner Howard 1883 Gladstone, Stark ND-1974 
Spokane WA. - Second husband: was Mathias Rose Chenoweth (1899-1991, F: 
90301451). Obituary: “Daily Inter Lake” (Kalispell MT) 16 Nov 1965, came with 
family in 1903 to the Flathead Valley. Lillian married M.R. Chenoweth on 6 Jun 1925 
Kalispell, Flathead MT. Lillie Ruth Howard, age 34, divorced, b. IN (?), daughter of 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2517139:9093
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2517139:9093
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John W. Basyl [sic] & Lillie Jane Emel, resident Kalispell MT – Mathias R. Chenoweth, 
age 25, not previously married, b. Marshall IL, son of William L. Chenoweth & Clara 
Lycan, resident Kalispell MT. – Lillian was survived by brothers Joseph Basye (Hot 
Springs) & George Basye (Columbia CA) & sisters: Viola Graves (Central Square NY), 
Pearl Rhodes (Kalispell) & Grace Yenne (Whitefish). Buried in Conrad Memorial 
Cemetery, Conrad, Kalispell MT.  F: 18132620 

• Viola Lydia / Lydia Viola Basye McArthur Graves, 29 Aug 1892 Norman, Kearney NE – 
12 Apr 1988 Fulton, Oswego NY. - First husband: Charles Elmer McArthur, age 21, b. 
Elko Co. NE, single, son of Charles G. McArthur & Alice Sarah McFarland, married 
Lydia Viola Basye, age 18, b. Norman Co., NE, single, daughter of John Wesley 
Basye & Lillie Jane Emel, on 27 Sep 1909 in Kalispell, Flathead MT. In Jan 1910, 
“Elmer McArthur” is arrested on the charge of 3rd-degree assault, having beaten 
Viola & threatened her with a razor. Viola petitioned for a divorce. - Twelve months 
later – on 8 Oct 1910 – Charles Elmer McArthur married Maude Lois Hundley in 
Libby MT. – Viola was the wife of Frank Milton Graves (1887-1957, F: 77876246). 
Buried in Hillside Memorial Cemetery & Park, Central Square, Oswego NY. F: 
77876302 

• George Wesley Basye, 22 Jan 1895 Norman, Kearney NE – 2 Apr 1984 Columbia, 
Tuolumne CA. WWI veteran. At age 29, married Gertrude Mary Gomberling (1901-
1990, F: 62593418). Buried in Columbia Public Cemetery, Columbia, Tuolumne CA. 
F: 61466571 

• Layton Harold (“Doc”) Basye, 10 Jun 1897 Imperial, Chase NE – 11 Dec 1963 
Kalispell, Flathead MT. Married on 17 Apr 1939 to Violet Mary Keller Holmes, later 
Stokes (1909-1975, F: 45761877). Violet had married Hallie E. Helmer (1891-1979) 
in 1927. In 1949 she married John Calvin Stokes (1906-1996). – Layton charged 
Violet with adultery & was granted a divorce & custody of their 6-year-old daughter 
Irene Lucille Basye on 25 Mar 1948. - Layton shares his tombstone with his parents, 
Wesley & Lillie Basye in Conrad Memorial Cemetery, Conrad, Kalispell MT. F: 
17821940 

• Pearl Esther Basye Rhodes, 1 Jan 1901 Lincoln, Lancaster NE – 2 Aug 1999 Kalispell, 
Flathead  MT. - Wife of Lester Clair Rhodes (1898-1979, F: 45432526). Pearl Esther 
Rhodes, age 17, single, b. Alvo NE, daughter of J. Wesley Basye & Lillie Jane Emil, 
married Lester Rhodes, single, age 20, in Kalispell, Flathead MT on 8 Sep 1918. 
Lester b. Warren Co. IA, son of John Rhodes & Sarah Forman. – Buried in Glacier 
Memorial Gardens, Kalispell, Flathead MT. F: 49913609  

• Grace Emi/Emel Basye Yenne, 26 Oct 1902 Alvo, Cass NE – 4 May 1985 Salem, 
Marion OR. Wife of Clyde Bernard Yenne (1904-1981, F: 155296459). Buried in 
Conrad Memorial Cemetery, Kalispell, Flathead MT. F: 155296448 

• Infant girl Basye, b. & d. Aug 1906. Her tombstone reads “Stillborn daughter of Lily 
and John Basye.” Buried in Bethel Cemetery, Somers, Flathead MT. F: 100694164 

 
Notes: 
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When Joseph sailed on Tuscania, one of his fellow soldiers was John David Morrow, who 
also survived the sinking. Joseph had been married to John’s sister Alma Morrow from 1909 
to their divorce in Feb 1917, so the two were ex-brothers-in-law. Joseph served as John 
Morrow’s pallbearer at his Apr 1952 funeral after John & his son Elvin Morrow drowned in 
Flathead Lake. Joseph’s only child, by Alma Morrow, was named John David Basye.  
 
Wartime: 
 
 
 
Post-war: 
 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
MT Death Record: Born 31 Mar 1887 NE, son of John Wesley Basye & Lillie Jane Emel. Died 
18 Feb 1980 Mt. Veterans Home Nursing Home, Columbia Falls, MT. Married; wife Mary 
Blumhagen. SSN 516-10-4705. Woodsman, lumber business. Veteran. Residence: 630 – 
3rd Ave. E., Kalispell, Flathead MT. Informant: Mary Basye, 630 – 3rd Ave. E. Burial Conrad. 
Died of generalized atherosclerosis.  
 
"Missoulian" (Missoula MT) 19 Feb 1980 p 12 
Died age 92, res: 630 Third Ave. E, Kalispell MT, b. 31 Mar 1887 Norman NE, came with 
family from NE to MT at age 16, worked as woodsman until enlisted in Army 14 Dec 1917, in 
Army Corps of Engineers, Tuscania survivor, after war lived N. of Kalispell MT, later moved 
to Warland (N. of Libby MT), then operated apartments in Hot Springs, then in 1970 moved 
to Kalispell, married 28 Apr 1923 to Mary Bloomhagen in Billings MT. Survived by wife Mary, 
son John Basye of Tacoma WA, brother George Basye (Columbia CA) & 3 sisters: Viola 
Graves (Central Square NY), Pearl Rhodes (Kalispell MT) & Grace Yenne (Whitefish MT).  He 
was preceded in death by his parents, sister Ruth Chenowith [sic/Chenoweth] & brother 
Layton Basye. Funeral 21 Feb, burial Conrad Memorial Cemetery, with military rites by 
local veterans. 
 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” 19 Feb 1980 p 9 – died 18 Feb 1918 at Mt. Veterans Home, 
Columbia Falls MT. Funeral 21 Feb 1980. Born NE, moved to MT at age 16 with family, 
enlisted in Army 1917, Tuscania survivor. Upon discharge in 1919, returned to Kalispell. 
Later lived in Warland & operated apartments at Hot Springs. Moved to Kalispell 1970. In 
1923 married Mary Bloomhagen in Billings MT.  Survived by son John Basye of Tacoma WA, 
a brother [unnamed] & 3 sisters including Pearl Rhodes (Kalispell) & Grace Yenne 
(Whitefish MT) [3rd sister not named]  
 
Social Security Number: 516-10-4705 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Tipton, Cass NE 
Wesley Basye, 41 IL, Jun 1858, both parents b. OH, married 15 years, farmer 
Lillie, 31 IN, Nov 1868, father b., PA, mother b. OH, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Joseph B., 13 NE, Mar 1887, at school 
S. Ruth, 11 NE, Mar 1889, at school 
Viola S., 8 NE, Aug 1891, at school 
W.G. 6 NE, Feb 1894 [i.e. George Wesley] 
Laton H., 3 NE, Jun 1896 [indexed as Saton] 
The children’s records indicate both parents b. OH 
 
1910 could not locate in the U.S. 
 
1911 Canada Census – Okanagan, British Columbia, Canada – line 22 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L98W-
SH4J?i=795&cc=2143998 
Joseph Basye, age 24, b. US in Mar 1887, emigrated to Canada 1911, lodger with George E. 
Manning, 40 Ontario, Canada, who has several lodgers. Of Irish ethnicity; of US citizenship. 
Methodist religion. Laborer, saw mill 
 
1920 Kalispell, Flathead MT – 487 – 6th Ave. E.N. 
John Basye, 60 OH, parents b. OH, widowed, occupation: none 
Joe, 32 NE, single, parents b. OH, sawyer, mill 
George, 25 NE, waiter, café 
Layton, 22 NE, laborer, mill 
Grace, 17 NE 
 
1920 Columbia, Flathead MT – ex-wife Theresa Ritter Moore 
Thresa M. Moore, 47 MN, parents b. Germany, married, lodger, cook, hotel 
 
1920 Polson, Flathead MT – future wife Mary Blumhagen, residing with father Christoph M. 
& his wife Carolina Blumhagen. 
 
1930 Kalispell, Flathead MT 
Joseph Basye, 42 NE, father b. IL, mother b. IN, age 22 at 1st marriage, repairing, typewriter, 
WWI veteran 
Mary Basye, 29 ND, parents b. Germany, age 21 at 1st marriage 
Harold Thorberg, 48 Norway, parents b. Norway, single, labor, immigrated 1904 [boarder] 
 
1940 Kalispell, Flathead MT – same place in 1935 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/77611534:2442?tid=&pid=&queryId=6fcc05ce83923ccbd1abaefa5c35b932
&_phsrc=cPx4708&_phstart=successSource 
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Joseph Basye, 53 NE [Family Search indexed as Casye and Cacase], laborer, general farm 
Mary Basye, 38 ND, housewife 
Harry Tholberg, 55 Norway, single, woods labor, lumbering [lodger] 
 
1950 Hot Springs, Sanders MT 
Joseph D. Basye, 63 NE, manager, tourist cabins 
Mary Blumhagen Basye, 48 ND [wife] 
Morton J. Robinson, 71 MN, never married [lodger] 

 
 


