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TUSCANIA 

 

Bailey, Joe Eldon 
1893 TX – 1936 OK 

 
 

 

  
 

Joe Eldon Bailey – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 17 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/899764164/ 
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Joe Eldon Bailey – 1907 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/3e67f210-3ab5-44a6-bf08-

741d8a7edae5?_phsrc=yGI480&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Bailey family ca. 1907 – girl at left unidentified, Joe Eldon Bailey, father Hodge Bailey, 

brother Elmer Wade Bailey, mother Mary Belle Wade Bailey - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/28138799-9765-4959-
86fc-bad99244798d?_phsrc=cPx3428&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/3e67f210-3ab5-44a6-bf08-741d8a7edae5?_phsrc=yGI480&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/3e67f210-3ab5-44a6-bf08-741d8a7edae5?_phsrc=yGI480&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/3e67f210-3ab5-44a6-bf08-741d8a7edae5?_phsrc=yGI480&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/28138799-9765-4959-86fc-bad99244798d?_phsrc=cPx3428&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/28138799-9765-4959-86fc-bad99244798d?_phsrc=cPx3428&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/28138799-9765-4959-86fc-bad99244798d?_phsrc=cPx3428&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/45033927/person/6723391266/media/80f357c6-fdb5-4cfc-
a08d-914c8eca5d3f?_phsrc=cPx3429&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Joe Eldon Bailey - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/15722583/person/303111538/media/6f3e70db-5ae5-4b8a-9eb6-
e9b2ad0e477e?_phsrc=yGI481&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15722583/person/303111538/media/6f3e70db-5ae5-4b8a-9eb6-e9b2ad0e477e?_phsrc=yGI481&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15722583/person/303111538/media/6f3e70db-5ae5-4b8a-9eb6-e9b2ad0e477e?_phsrc=yGI481&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/15722583/person/303111538/media/6f3e70db-5ae5-4b8a-9eb6-e9b2ad0e477e?_phsrc=yGI481&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/15722583/person/303111538/media/6f3e70db-5ae5-4b8a-
9eb6-e9b2ad0e477e?_phsrc=cPx3430&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15722583/person/303111538/media/6f3e70db-5ae5-4b8a-9eb6-e9b2ad0e477e?_phsrc=cPx3430&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15722583/person/303111538/media/6f3e70db-5ae5-4b8a-9eb6-e9b2ad0e477e?_phsrc=cPx3430&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15722583/person/303111538/media/6f3e70db-5ae5-4b8a-9eb6-e9b2ad0e477e?_phsrc=cPx3430&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285347-

02088?pId=1982767 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W3TX-

J?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-23ZP&action=view 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285347-02088?pId=1982767
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285347-02088?pId=1982767
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“Lawton (OK) Constitution” Sunday 31 May 1936 p 1 
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Life: 

 
 

 

 
“Chickasha (OK) Star” Friday 13 Jul 1917 p 6 

 
 

 
On board Tuscania – “Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Wagoner (OK) Record-Democrat” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Chickasha (OK) Star” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 24 Mar 1918 p 19 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/448679547 
 

Wife: 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/448679547
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159394-391116-

3?pId=64082926 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159394-391116-3?pId=64082926
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159394-391116-3?pId=64082926
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“Chickasha (OK) Star” Friday 7 Apr 1922 p 1 

 
Son: 
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Son Jimmy Eldon Bailey (1922-2008) – Lawton (OK) High School yearbook 1940 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b193247-

00010?pId=315508354 
 

 
“Lawton (OK) Constitution” Sunday 28 Dec 1941 p 7 

 
 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b193247-00010?pId=315508354
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b193247-00010?pId=315508354
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Obituary of father Hodge Bailey – “Rush Springs (OK) Gazette” Thursday 2 Oct 1952 p 1 
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“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Friday 12 Feb 1952 p 1 
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“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” Friday 26 Sep 1952 p 1 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Mary Belle Wade Bailey – “Rush Springs (OK) Gazette” Friday 7 Nov 

1924 p 1 
 

Stepmother: 
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Stepmother Letha Edith Hood Bailey  with husband Hodge Bailey– Oct 1943 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/75604953/person/132101589823/media/4dae4118-7c0b-4880-a763-

96d1de05ef6e 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132101589823/facts 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75604953/person/132101589823/media/4dae4118-7c0b-4880-a763-96d1de05ef6e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75604953/person/132101589823/media/4dae4118-7c0b-4880-a763-96d1de05ef6e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75604953/person/132101589823/media/4dae4118-7c0b-4880-a763-96d1de05ef6e
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Brother Elmer Wade Bailey (1901-1976) & wife Essie Edna Wiley Bailey - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/75604953/person/132101590112/media/942227fc-1b92-4eca-bba3-

69f6999d357b 
          
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Joe Eldon Bailey 
Name variations: Joseph Eldon Bailey, Eldon Bailey 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,357 
Entered service from: Chickasha, Grady OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Joe E. Bailey 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Hodge Bailey, 1208 S. 6th St., Chickasha OK 
Returned from war on: "Princess Matoika" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joe E. Bailey 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Hodge Bailey, Chickasha OK (wagoner, Supply 
Co., 9th Inf.) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Joe Eldon Bailey - b. 1 Jan 1893 St. Joseph TX; res: 
208 S. 6th, Chickasha, Grandy OK. Single. Farming for self at Lindsay OK. Medium height, 
stout build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 19 Aug 1919 
Address: Rush Springs OK 
Rank/unit: wagoner, Cas Det Demob Grp 
Headstone application: wagoner, Supply Co., 9th Infantry, from Oklahoma. Wife Mrs. Jessie 
Bailey, Lawton, Comanche Co. OK 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Jan 1893 St. Joseph, Montague TX 
Died: 29 May 1936 Lawton, Comanche OK (at his home in Lawton) 
Find A Grave record: 16732538 -presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Rush Springs, Grady OK 
Cemetery: Rush Springs 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone - Oklahoma Wagoner 9 inf 2 Div 
 
Father: Hodge Bailey (James Hodge Morrow Bailey, Jr.), 7 Jun (or 14 Jun) 1871 GA – 25 Sep 
1952 Rush Springs, Grady OK.  
Son of James Hodge Morrow Bailey Sr. who fought for the Confederacy in the Civil War, 15th 
Mississippi Infantry, and was taken prisoner 27 Jul 1864 in GA. His mother was Elizabeth 
Pamille Crossley (F: 16732524). 
Joe was the son of Hodge’s 1st wife, Belle Wade. “Seminole (OK) Producer” 3 Mar 1939 p 12 
– age 66, of Rush Springs, former Grady Co. sheriff, was arrested by the OK patrol & placed 
under $500 bond, charged with drunken driving after colliding with a truck. In 1943 served 
on the Acme school board. – He died 2 weeks after being shot 3 times (elbow, hip, thigh) in 
a roadside argument ½ mile west of Rush Springs OK with Irvis H. Stringfellow. – Buried in 
Rush Springs Cemetery, Rush Springs, Grady OK. 
Find A Grave: 21871797 
 
Mother: Mary Belle Wade Bailey, 15 May 1873 Franklin Co. AR – 1 Nov 1924 Acme, Grady 
OK. Obituary: “Rush Springs (OK) Gazette” 7 Nov 1924 p 1 – Mrs. Hodge Bailey, who lives 
near Acme, died at her home 1 Nov 1924 after a lingering illness. She was born Belle Wade 
in Franklin Co. AR on 15 May 1873. She died at age 51 years, 6 months, 14 days. She 
married Hodge Bailey 214 Sep 1891. The couple had 4 children, 3 boys & 1 girl, two of 
whom died in infancy [Thelma Sain, age 6, was living with her in 1920 census]. She also 
raised two orphan girls, Mrs. C.H. Jolley of Acme and “little Thelma,” who was living with 
her. Mr. & Mrs. Bailey moved from TX to Indian Territory in 1895 & resided in & around Rush 
Springs since. She was bedridden 6 months before her death. Burial in Rush Springs 
Cemetery, Rush Springs, Grady OK. 
Find A Grave: 16732551 
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Parents’ marriage: Hodge Bailey & Mary Belle Wade married 24 Sep 1891 Montague Co. TX 
 
Stepmother: Letha Edith Hood Bailey, 17 Feb 1900 TX – 15 Nov 1990 Rush Springs, Grady 
OK, 
In the 1900 census of Justice Precinct 3, Bosque Co. TX, Edith Hood (2 months, b. Feb 1900 
TX) lived with her parents, Charles L. Hood (21 TX) & Flora A. (20 MO).  
Buried in Rush Springs Cemetery, Rush Springs, Grady OK. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 21871800. 
Stepmother’s marriage: Hodge Bailey married Edith Hood 15 Jan 1926 Grady Co. OK. 
Hodge was age 54, a resident of Acme OK – Edith was age 26, resident of Marlow, Stephens 
OK. 
 
Spouse:  Jessie Beulah McCown Bailey Harrison, 3 Apr 1900 Rush Springs, Grady OK – 16 
Apr 1973 Lawton, Comanche OK.  
In the 1900 census for Township 3, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, Jessie (age 1, b. Apr 
1899 OK) lived with her parents James A. McCown (26 TX, Sep 1878, farmer) & Rachel (23 
TX, Apr 1877). 
After Joe’s death, she married 4 Mar 1940 in Comanche Co. OK to J. Mack (Jonathan Mack) 
Harrison (1898-1987, F: 49510029)  
Obituary: “Lawton (OK) Constitution” 16 Apr 1973 p 16 – Jesse Beulah Harrison, 73, burial 
in Elgin Cemetery. Died 16 Apr 1973 Lawton OK. Born 3 Apr 1900 Rush Springs OK. Married 
J.E. Bailey in Rush Springs; he died 1936. Lived in Lawton until 1940 when she married 
Mack Harrison on 1 Mar 1940. Survived by her husband, son Jimmy E. Bailey (Arlington TX), 
stepson John Robert Harrison (Irving TX) & stepdaughter Mrs. Emma Lou Provine (Midwest 
City OK).  
Buried in Old Elgin Cemetery, Elgin, Comanche OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 49510010 
Marriage: OK, County Marriages – Joe E. Bailey, age 29, resident of Rush Springs OK, 
married Jessie McCown, age 24, resident of Rush Springs OK, on 31 Mar 1922 in Grady Co. 
OK by the Church of Christ minister. 
 
Children: 

• James E. (Jimmie/Jimmy) Eldon Bailey, 7 Nov 1922 Rush Springs, Grady 1923 OK – 8 
Jun 2008 Arlington, Tarrant TX. Age 7 in 1930 census, In 1940 census, he was living 
with stepfather John M. (“Mack”) Harrison & mother Jessie B. Harrison in Elgin, 
Comanche OK. Listed as Jimmie E. Bailey, age 17, b. OK, John Harrison’s stepson. 
In 1935, Jessie & Jimmie indicated they had lived in Lawton, Comanche Co. OK. – 
Married 24 Dec 1941 in Comanche Co. OK to Opal Jewell Asher (1923-2005, F: 
14577863). Buried in Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery, Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 
28858627 

 
Siblings: his mother had 4 children – 3 boys & 1 girl – two of whom died in infancy. 

• Girl Bailey, ca. 1897/1898. Shown in family photograph above. Elmer Wade Bailey. 4 
Jan 1901 Rush Springs, Grady OK – 27 Nov 1976 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. 
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- Married Essie Edna Bailey (1903-1987, F: 118814869) in 1922. Marriage: 
“Chickasha Star” 10 Nov 1922 p 2 – Elmer Bailey, son of Mr. & Mrs. Hodge Bailey, 
married Miss Essie Wiley, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. J.A. Wiley, both of Acme. The 
groom was raised here; the bride came here 5 to 6 years ago. She attended Acme 
schools until the past 2 years at Ardmore OK. Would have finished her high school 
at Rush Springs this term except Elmer intervened.  Obituary: “Daily Oklahoman” 
(Oklahoma City OK) 28 Nov 1976 p 77 – d. age 75 on 27 Nov 1976. Burial in 
Resthaven. Born in Rush Springs OK, moving to Oklahoma City in 1942 from 
Chickasha. Survived by wife Essie, stepmother Mrs. Edith Bailey of Rush Springs. 
Buried in Resthaven Gardens Cemetery, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK, F: 
118814943 

• Boy Bailey, b. 1907 (according to family stories on Ancestry.com) 
 
Notes: 
 
While Joe Eldon is at war, his father, Hodge Bailey (the sheriff of Grady County OK), along 
with the county attorney Oscar Simpson and the mayor O. Coffman of Chickasha OK, are 
charged by a grand jury with accepting payments as “protection” for gambling houses. 
Sheriff Bailey is first suspended, having been charged with the others with neglect of duty & 
maladministration of office. The three then resign. (“Tuttle [OK] Times” 6 Sep 1918 p 1; 
“Verden (OK) News” 19 Sep 1919 p 1 – grand jury of Aug 1918) 
 
Pre-war: 
“Rush Springs Herald” 2 May 1912 p 8 – Eldon Bailey home from Chickasha Business 
College. 
“Chickasha Daily Express” 11 Apr 1917 p 6 – Eldon Bailey, son of Sheriff Bailey, is now 
located near Channing TX, after spending several weeks in NM.  
 
Wartime: 
 
“Chickasha (OK) Daily Express” 7 Feb 1918 p1  
A Chickasha boy “may have found a grave in the briney deep.” Sheriff Bailey got a suitcase 
from his son Eldon a few days ago, sent prior to his sailing to France. Eldon was drafted on 
the first call, and had been in NJ several weeks about to sail. The sheriff believes him to be 
on board but will be relieved to know he is not. 
 
“Chickasha Daily Express” 13 Feb 1918 p 2 
The rumor on the streets that Eldon, son of Sheriff Hodge Baqiley, died as a result of 
exposure has no truth. 
 
 “Chickasha Star” 15 Feb 1918 p 1  
Great uneasiness was felt by Sheriff Bailey until the official wire announced son Joe E. 
Bailey was rescued. Same page, different story – The War Department notice received 109 
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Feb said he was safe, but has not received news directly from his son. The only Grady 
County boy lost was Raymond Hurst of Pocasset, originally reported safe 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb 1918 p 17 -  photo - his father Hodge is the 
sheriff of Grady Co. OK 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 24 Mar 1918 p 19 – “Grady Sheriff’s Son Landed Off 
Scotland”  
Letter home to father signed J.E. Bailey, “Am well and getting along fine.” Was in lifeboat 7 
hours, landed on Islay, "There is some of the best people in the world there" - waves looked 
high as mountains, landed all wet. 
 
“Chickasha (OK) Star” 26 Apr 1918 p 1 
Sheriff Bailey got a photo of American soldiers at the burial of 44 of their comrades. The 
sheriff’s son Eldon is shown clearly in the foreground. The photo notation says the troops 
are standing on a cliff overlooking the sea & their comrades are being interred at the foot of 
the cliffs 300 feet below. The women of Mull [actually the name of the peninsula but 
described as the place of interment] worked all night to make a US flag. 
 
“Chickasha Star” 7 Jun 1918 p 6 
Sheriff Hodge Bailey got a letter from Eldon, written in France. He was driving an 8-mule 
team & feeling perfectly at home. He had not heard from any home folks since he entrained 
from Camp Travis in TX. He was in a lifeboat 7 hours before landing in Scotland, where he 
was cared for by the local citizens & Red Cross.  He sent a clipping from a Scottish 
newspaper about his group; Eldon is shown in the foreground of a photo. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Chickasha Star” 17 Jun 1921 p 6 – Eldon Bailey visited his home from his ranch west of 
Lawton. 
 
“Chickasha Star” 12 May 1922 p 6 – Eldon Bailey & wife of Indiahoma visited his parents 
Mr. & Mrs. Hodge Bailey & her parents, Mr. & Mrs. McCown. 
 
“Chickasha Star” 21 Jul 1922 p 1 – Paul & Eldon Bailey drove to Indiahoma last Wednesday 
to look after Eldon’s cattle there. 
 
“Rush Springs Landmark” 24 Feb 1922 p 5 – Hodge Bailey & son Joe E. were visitors in 
Chickasha. 
 
“Chickasha Star” 21 Apr 1922 p 8 – Mr. & Mrs. Eldon Bailey moved last week to their lease 
near Indiahoma OK. 
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“Rush Springs Record” 16 Apr 1923 p 4 – among the ex-servicemen members of Sam 
Newberry Post No. 80 of Rush Springs is Eldon Bailey. 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Oklahoma News” (Oklahoma City OK) 1 Jun 1936 p 14 – “Peace Officer Buried at Rush 
Springs” - The funeral for Eldon Joe Bailey, Comanche County deputy sheriff and son of 
former Grady County sheriff Hodge Bailey, was held in Lawton OK on 31 May. The body was 
sent to Rush Springs for burial. He died 29 May 1936 at his home here (Lawton). 
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 cannot locate 
 
1910 Cross, Grady OK 
Hodge Bailey, 38 GA, father b. GA, mother b. SC, married 19 years, farmer, on farm 
Belle, 38 GA, states where parents b. unknown, house wife, at home, gave birth to 3 
children, 2 are alive 
Eldon, 17 TX, farmer, on farm 
Elmer, 9 OK 
Elizabeth Bailey, 69 SC, parents b. SC, widow, married 40 years, gave birth to 4 children, 3 
are alive, retired [mother] 
 
1920 Cross, Grady OK 
J. Hodge Bailey, 48 GA, father b. AL, mother b. SC, farmer 
Mary B., 47 AR, parents b. GA [wife]  
Joe E., 27 TX, farmer, at home [son] 
Elmer W., 19 OK [son] 
Elizabeth P. Bailey, 80 SC, father b. NC, mother b. SC, widow [mother] 
Thelma H. Sain, 6 OK, father b. TX, mother b. AR [niece] 
 
1930 Indiahoma, Comanche OK 
Josep [sic] E. Bailey, 37 TX, father b. GA, mother b. AR, age 29 at 1st marriage, farmer, 
general farm, WWI veteran 
Jessie B., 30 OK, parents b. TX, age 22 at 1st marriage 
James E., 7 OK 
[In this census, his father Hodge is married to Edith.] 
 
1940: Elgin, Comanche OK – Joe Eldon Bailey is dead; his wife has remarried 
John M. Harrison, 43 OK, mail carrier, rural route 
Jessie B. Harrison, 40 OK [wife] 
John R. Harrison, 18 OK [son] [absent] 
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Jimmie E. Bailey, 17 OK [stepson] 
Emma Lou Bailey Harrison, 16 OK 
In 1935, Jessie [Harrison] & son Jimmie Bailey were living in Lawton, Comanche OK – John, 
John R. & Emma Lou Harrison resided in Elgin OK. 
 


