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TUSCANIA 

 

Barnitt, Joseph Lee/Losey, Jr. 
1894 NJ – 1965 NY 

 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/categories/43/?name=joseph_barnitt - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/26902680/person/1945367328/media/978208c9-10d7-423b-
882f-13028f02724f?_phsrc=cPx4383&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/search/categories/43/?name=joseph_barnitt
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/26902680/person/1945367328/media/978208c9-10d7-423b-882f-13028f02724f?_phsrc=cPx4383&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/26902680/person/1945367328/media/978208c9-10d7-423b-882f-13028f02724f?_phsrc=cPx4383&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/26902680/person/1945367328/media/978208c9-10d7-423b-882f-13028f02724f?_phsrc=cPx4383&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11754:3030 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-K7SF-

Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8D-2QTT&action=view 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11754:3030
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Sharing the tombstone with Joseph Lee Barnitt Jr. are his father Joseph Losey Barnitt, 

mother Leah De Mott Terhune Barnitt, younger brother Roy Mortimer Barnitt, sister-in-law 
Isabella C. Martin, wife Magdalene Martin Barnitt & younger daughter Alice L. Barnitt 

Sandhop - Find A Grave 193544042 
 

 

  



4 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/117051:61047 

 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Sailing on the Tuscania – but on 3 May 1924 – and on “Tuscania II” are Joseph’s wife 

Magdalene Birrell Martin Barnitt & his 3-year-old daughter, Marjorie Barnitt 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/451139686:1174 
 

Father: 
 

 
Father Joseph Losey Barnitt in 1917 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/35995212/person/28064516418/media/3cb8e832-e94b-426e-9354-
c048cb539004 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35995212/person/28064516418/media/3cb8e832-e94b-426e-9354-c048cb539004
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35995212/person/28064516418/media/3cb8e832-e94b-426e-9354-c048cb539004
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35995212/person/28064516418/media/3cb8e832-e94b-426e-9354-c048cb539004
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Also sailing on “Tuscania II” on 3 May 1924 is Joseph’s mother, Leah De Mott Terhune 
Barnitt and right: Leah De Mott Terhune Barnitt - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/35995212/person/28065035710/media/7af5db14-3ce9-4dbe-ba5b-
74ecbfd5121e 
 
 

 
Life: 
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“Jersey Observer & Jersey Journal” (Jersey City NJ) Tuesday 31 Dec 1907 p 8 
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“Jersey Observer & Jersey Journal” (Jersey City NJ) Wednesday 26 Feb 1908 p 7 
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Excerpt: 

 
“Jersey Observer & Jersey Journal” (Jersey City NJ) Thursday 24 Jun 1909 p 7 
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Since Joseph Lee’s younger brother Roy had died 22 Mar 1910 prior to this incident, and 

since the Barnitt family lived on Traphagen St., this is apparently a story about Joseph Lee – 
“Jersey Observer & Jersey Journal” (Jersey City NJ) Monday 28 Nov 1910 p 7 
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“New York Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Mount Vernon (NY) Argus” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
Wife: 

 

 
TX death record of wife Magdalene Birrell Martin Barnitt – Find A Grave 193544043 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2527252:9105?ssrc=pt&tid=167410788&pid=342184943964 
 

 
Obituary of wife – “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Monday 19 Sep 2003 p 7 

 
Children: 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2527252:9105?ssrc=pt&tid=167410788&pid=342184943964
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2527252:9105?ssrc=pt&tid=167410788&pid=342184943964
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Daughter Marjorie Barnitt Billings (1921-2003) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/35995212/person/28065044877/media/d6924555-ce47-404d-a5d6-
13efe9e0a983 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1384504:61457?tid=35995212&pid=28065044877&queryId=ac18995d2092b
0012c741307ea59f20c&_phsrc=cPx4400&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35995212/person/28065044877/media/d6924555-ce47-404d-a5d6-13efe9e0a983
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35995212/person/28065044877/media/d6924555-ce47-404d-a5d6-13efe9e0a983
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/35995212/person/28065044877/media/d6924555-ce47-404d-a5d6-13efe9e0a983
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1384504:61457?tid=35995212&pid=28065044877&queryId=ac18995d2092b0012c741307ea59f20c&_phsrc=cPx4400&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1384504:61457?tid=35995212&pid=28065044877&queryId=ac18995d2092b0012c741307ea59f20c&_phsrc=cPx4400&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1384504:61457?tid=35995212&pid=28065044877&queryId=ac18995d2092b0012c741307ea59f20c&_phsrc=cPx4400&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Margaret Barnitt Billings – “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Friday 19 Sep 2003 p 7 
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Marriage of daughter Alice L. Barnitt (1928-2014) to Adolf/Adolph G. Sandhop - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/117650380/person/202324184101/facts?_phsrc=cPx4402&_phstart=suc

cessSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3446750:61667?tid=117650380&pid=202324184101&queryId=539c3fde702
4c170ae1d3ba07d201d7d&_phsrc=cPx4403&_phstart=successSource 

Sibling: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/117650380/person/202324184101/facts?_phsrc=cPx4402&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/117650380/person/202324184101/facts?_phsrc=cPx4402&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/117650380/person/202324184101/facts?_phsrc=cPx4402&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/123551:61047?tid=35995212&pid=28065035712&queryId=9c7c7f825f29bd5

2690dd6881e97a189&_phsrc=cPx4387&_phstart=successSource 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Joseph Lee Barnitt, Jr. / Joseph Losey Barnitt, Jr. 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,151 
Entered service from:  New York NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Joseph L. Barnitt 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Leah D. Barnitt, 261 E. 201 St., NY, NY 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph L. Barnitt 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Leah D. Barnitt, 261 E. 201st St., NY, NY (pvt, 
213th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Joseph Lee Barnitt, Jr. [although indexed as 
Barnett, it is entered & the card signed as Barnitt]- b. 30 Jun 1894 Jersey City NJ; res: 1976 
Honeywell, NY, NY. Single. Salesman, florist, employed by Alexander McConnell, 611 Fifth 
Ave. NY. Tall & slender 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: as Joseph Lee, Jr., 4215 Soundview 

Ave., Little Neck, New York (1939) 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Joseph Lee Barnitt, Jr.- b. 30 Jun 1894 Jersey City 
NJ; res: 42-15 – 248th St., Little Neck, Queens NY. NOK Mrs. Joseph Barnitt, Jr. of same 
address. Employed by Rosary Flower Co., 421 Park Ave., NYC. “Mole on forehead.” Height: 
6’ – 155 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Joseph Lee Barnitt 
Enlisted 11 Dec 1917 
Discharged 10 Jun 1919 
Address: 3026 Bainbridge Ave., New York City, NY 
Rank/unit: private, 213 Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  30 Jun 1894 Jersey City, Hudson NJ 
Died:  3 Mar 1965 Hempstead, Nassau NY 
Find A Grave record: 193544042 - presence on Tuscania noted in text 
Burial location: Fairview, Bergin NJ 
Cemetery: Fairview Memorial Park & Mausoleum  
Tombstone: Shared tombstone with his father Joseph, mother Leah, wife Magdalene, 
brother Roy, his wife’s sister Isabella Martin & his daughter Alice L. Barnitt Sandhop  
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Father: Joseph Losey Barnitt, 20 Apr 1867 NY – 8 May 1950 Queens, NY, NY [also found as 
Little Neck, Queens NY]. Son of Abraham Samuel Barnitt (1852-1906) & Mary Jane 
Johnstone (1832-1909). Buried in Fairview Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fairview, Bergin 
NJ 
Find A Grave: 193544038 
 
Mother: Leah De Mott Terhune Barnitt, 20 Mar 1870 Rahway NJ - 2 Apr 1940 Queens, NY, 
NY [also found as Little Neck, Queens NY. Daughter of Andrew Terhune & Alice L. 
Lockwood [Lockwood sometimes found as Moore]. When she applies for a passport 4 Feb 
1924 to sail on the “Tuscania” (Tuscania II) on a pleasure trip to Scotland, England, Ireland 
& France, to return in 3 months, she gives a birth date of 20 Mar 1870 in Rahway NJ. She 
was married 4 Oct 1893 to husband Joseph L. Barnitt (b. NYC). Resident of 261 E., 201st St., 
NY. Her daughter-in-law & granddaughter sail on the same ship.  
Find A Grave: 193544039 
Parents’ marriage: 4 Oct 1893 Jersey City, Hudson NJ 
 
Spouse:  Magdalene Birrell Martin Barnitt, 12 May 1891 (or 19 May, obituary, passport 
application) Ayr, South Ayrshire, Scotland – 25 Dec 1982 Edna, Jackson TX (at the Edna 
Hospital). SSN 454-17-3001.  
Daughter of Thomas Martin & Euphemia Robertson.  
Obituary: “Victoria (TX) Advocate” 27 Dec 1982 p 8 – Magdalene Barnitt, age 91, of Edna TX 
died 25 Dec 1982 after lengthy illness. B. 19 May 1891 Ayr, Scotland, daughter of Thomas 
Martin & Euphemia Robertson. Her husband Joseph died in 1965. Funeral 27 Dec; body 
sent to Jersey City NJ for burial. Survived by 2 daughters: Mrs. Marjorie Billings (Edna TX) & 
Mrs. Alice Sandhop (Flushing NY)  
Applied for a passport 21 Feb 1924 to sail to visit relatives in Scotland (British Isle) aboard 
the “Tuscania” (Tuscania II), sailing 3 May 1924 with her daughter. Born 19 May 1891 Ayr, 
Scotland. Daughter Marjorie B. Barnitt b. NYC 14 Mar 1921.  Her husband Joseph L. Barnitt, 
Jr. b. Jersey City NJ 30 Jun 1894. Residence: 3026 Bainbridge Ave., NYC. Arrived in NY on 15 
May 1920. Would return in 5 months. Also applying for a passport on 4 Feb 1924 to visit 
Scotland, England, Ireland & France, sailing on the “Tuscania” (Tuscania II) on 3 May 1924.  
Buried in Fairview Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fairview, Bergin NJ. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 193544043 
Marriage: 30 May 1920 Bronx NY, he age 26, single, b. Jersey City NJ, son of Joseph [Barnitt] 
& Terhune - she 29, single, b. Scotland, daughter of Thomas Martin & Robertson. 
 
Children: 

• Marjorie (Margie) Barnitt Billings, 14 Mar 1921 Bronx, Bronx NY – 17 Sep 2003. 
Enlisted 26 Feb 1943 in the US Women’s Army Corps (WACs). - Wife of Lester 
Elwood Billings (F: 50576671) whom she married 10 Dec 1945 in Queens, NYC, NY. 
They met in Paris, France, during WWII. Obituary: “Victoria (TX) Advocate” 19 Sep 
2003 p. 7 – Marjorie Barnitt Billings, known to her many friends as Margie, d. 17 Sep 
2003. Born in the Bronx NY 14 Mar 1921 to the late Joseph L. & Magdalene Martin 
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Barnitt. During WWII, was in the Women’s Army Corp, serving in the Signal Corps in 
London & Paris. In Paris, she met her husband-to-be, Lester E. Billings of Nopal TX. 
They were married 16 Dec 1945 in Little Neck NY. After living in Dallas TX & upstate 
NY, they moved to Edna TX in 1955. Survived by sister Alice Sandhop of Flushing NY. 
– Buried in Memory Gardens of Edna Cemetery, Edna, Jackson TX. F: 50576671 

• Alice L. Barnitt Sandhop, 4 Feb 1928 Mineola NY – 20 Feb 2014. Married Adolph 
{Adolf) C. Sandhop (1924-1999, F: 210949155), the son of Adolph Charles Sandhop 
(1900-1940, F: 210949155) & Louise Keebler (1902-1989), on 7 Feb 1953 in NYC, NY. 
Alice’s last residence according to Social Security was Flushing, Queens NY. Buried 
in Fairview Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fairview, Bergin NJ.  F: 193544044 

 
Siblings: 

• Roy Mortimer Barnitt, 2 Sep 1899 North Bergen township, Hudson NJ – 22 Mar 1910. 
Buried in Fairview Memorial Park & Mausoleum, Fairview, Bergin NJ. F: 193544040 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 087-05-8648 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 North Bergen, Hudson NJ 
Joseph L. Bornitt [sic], 33 NY, Apr 1867, parents b. NY, married 6 years, florist 
Leah D., 30 NJ, Mar 1870, parents b. NJ, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Joseph L., 5 NJ, Jun 1894, at school [son] 
Roy, 8 months NJ, Sep 1899 [son] 
Murilla F. Brown, 20 NJ, Apr 1879, parents b. NJ, seamstress [niece] 
 
NJ state census – Hudson NJ – Traphagen St. 
Joseph L. BARNETT [indexed as Barnett, but can be read as Barnitt], 38 NY, May 1867, 
florist 
Leah, 35 NJ, Mar 1870 
Joseph L. Jr., 11 NJ, Jun 1894, school 
Roy M., 6 NJ, Sep 1899, school 
 
1910 North Bergen, Hudson NJ - conducted 15 Apr 1910 – Hudson Blvd. - Joseph’s brother 
Roy Mortimer Barnitt had died less than 1 month earlier, on 22 Mar 1910 
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Joseph L. Barnitt, 42 NY, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, salesman, florist, 
married 16 years 
Leah D., 40 NJ, parents b. NJ, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 1 is living 
Joseph L., Jr., 15 NJ 
 
1915 NY state census – Bronx NY – 1976 Honeywell Ave. 
Joseph Barnitt, 48 US, florist 
Leah, 45 US, housework 
Joseph Jr., 20 US, florist 
All are citizens 
 
1920 Bronx, Bronx NY – 261 E. 201st St. 
Joseph L. Barnitt Jr., 53 NY, parents b. NY, florist, retail florist 
Leah D., 49 NJ, father b. NJ, mother b. NY 
Joseph L. Jr. 25 NJ, single, florist 
 
1925 NY state census – Bronx NY – 3026 Bainbridge 
Joseph Barnitt, 30 US, florist manager 
Marie, 25 US, housewife 
Marjorie, 5 US 
All are citizens 
 
1930 Queens NY – 4215 – 248th St. 
Joseph Barnitt, 35 NJ, father b. NY, mother b. NJ, age 25 at 1st marriage, florist, retail store, 
WWI veteran 
Magdalene, 38 Scotland, parents b. Scotland, age 28 at 1st marriage 
Marjorie, 9 NY 
Alice L., 2 NY 
Isabelle Martin, 43 Scotland, parents b. Scotland, seamstress, interior decorating [sister-
in-law, i.e. Magdalene Martin’s sister] 
 
1940 Queens, NY, NY – 42-15 – 248th St. – same house in 1935 
Joseph L. Barnitt Jr., 45 NJ, florist, Rosary Flower Co. 
Magdalene, 48 Scotland 
Marjorie, 19 NY, secretary, real estate 
Alice, 12 NY 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 


