
1 
 

 

TUSCANIA 

 
 
 

Barnes, John Lawrence 
1884 WI – 1972 WI 

 
Left: Reverend John Lawrence Barnes – “Sheboygan Press” 5 Feb 1936 p 17 – right: 

“Madison (WI) Capital Times” 4 Nov 1925 p 9 
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“Tuscania Sinks” 

Troopship – World War 1 – Painted by John L. Barnes of Waushara Co. L 
Photograph courtesy of the Waushara County Historical Society, where the painting is 

preserved 
 

 
John Laurenz Barnes – “The Honor Roll of Waushara County” 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~wiwausha/honorroll/boysofwautoma.jpg 
 
 

https://sites.rootsweb.com/~wiwausha/honorroll/boysofwautoma.jpg


3 
 



4 
 

 
Obituary of John Lawrence Barnes – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 17 Jul 1972 p 27 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-K73S-

S?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8D-
CXGV&action=view 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/138831:61482?tid=87637340&pid=382065142053&queryId=ebc06b416f9c9
4b7e9270b46a43358a6&_phsrc=cPx4202&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138831:61482?tid=87637340&pid=382065142053&queryId=ebc06b416f9c94b7e9270b46a43358a6&_phsrc=cPx4202&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138831:61482?tid=87637340&pid=382065142053&queryId=ebc06b416f9c94b7e9270b46a43358a6&_phsrc=cPx4202&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138831:61482?tid=87637340&pid=382065142053&queryId=ebc06b416f9c94b7e9270b46a43358a6&_phsrc=cPx4202&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3413655:2375 

 
Life: 

 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3413655:2375
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 15 May 1925 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/517923636/ 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Journal” Wednesday 4 Nov 1925 p 9 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/518123853/ 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/518123853/
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 6 Dec 1925 p 24 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/397618141/ 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Saturday 19 Feb 1927 p 2 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 29 Sep 1927 p 62 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/518034198/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/518034198/
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 28 Oct 1927 p 8 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 28 Oct 1927 p 8 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Thursday 5 Apr 1928 p 14 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 4 Feb 1930 p 10 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 5 Feb 1930 p 24 

 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 6 Feb 1930 p 6 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 7 Feb 1930 p 3 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 14 Dec1932 p 3 
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UB-77 Kapitan Meyer did not attend – Adolph Hitler got in the way – “Madison (WI) Capital 

Times” Friday 20 Jan 1933 p 1 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 21 Jan 1933 p 4 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Saturday 10 Feb 1934 p 2 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 12 Jun 1934 p 11 
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The newspaper is full of National Tuscania Survivors Association news - “Baraboo (WI) 

News-Republic” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 7 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615830/ 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 28 Aug 1965 p 8 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Sunday 24 Jul 1966 p 33 (page number in Newspapers.com, 

but page D1 in actuality) - https://www.newspapers.com/image/290941366/ 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Father: 
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William Dwight Barnes - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/87637340/person/382065141906/media/3b90cb71-b0fd-4d41-afdb-
4860c2012e13 

 
Siblings: 
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WI death record of sister Olive Millicent Barnes Sutherland (1870-1893) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/3130098:61483?tid=579693&pid=372102782176&queryId=1894e774acd61a

d6934e7b19b6fda0ce&_phsrc=cPx4193&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3130098:61483?tid=579693&pid=372102782176&queryId=1894e774acd61ad6934e7b19b6fda0ce&_phsrc=cPx4193&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3130098:61483?tid=579693&pid=372102782176&queryId=1894e774acd61ad6934e7b19b6fda0ce&_phsrc=cPx4193&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3130098:61483?tid=579693&pid=372102782176&queryId=1894e774acd61ad6934e7b19b6fda0ce&_phsrc=cPx4193&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Lester Grant Barnes (1873-1963) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/579693/person/372102782083/facts 
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Marriage of sister Fannie Estelle Barnes (1875-1952) to William L. Plath - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/92179582:61484?tid=579693&pid=372102782180&queryId=8974b928dc1d1
6738c27d36289c0d4bd&_phsrc=cPx4195&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3249791:61483 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92179582:61484?tid=579693&pid=372102782180&queryId=8974b928dc1d16738c27d36289c0d4bd&_phsrc=cPx4195&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92179582:61484?tid=579693&pid=372102782180&queryId=8974b928dc1d16738c27d36289c0d4bd&_phsrc=cPx4195&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/92179582:61484?tid=579693&pid=372102782180&queryId=8974b928dc1d16738c27d36289c0d4bd&_phsrc=cPx4195&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of brother Elmer William Barnes (1877-1956) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 
Thursday 29 Nov 1956 p 33 
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Obituary of brother Horace P. Barnes (1881-1956) – “Racine (WI) Journal Times” Saturday 

24 Nov 1956 p 10 
 

 
https://www.joinmychurch.com/churches/St-Mary-s-Episcopal-Chapel-Wautoma-

Wisconsin-United-States/62800 
 

https://www.joinmychurch.com/churches/St-Mary-s-Episcopal-Chapel-Wautoma-Wisconsin-United-States/62800
https://www.joinmychurch.com/churches/St-Mary-s-Episcopal-Chapel-Wautoma-Wisconsin-United-States/62800
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https://www.diofdl.org/uploads/7/2/4/1/72413413/st_peter_and_st_mary_ripon_and_waut

oma_profile_2019.pdf 
 

https://www.diofdl.org/uploads/7/2/4/1/72413413/st_peter_and_st_mary_ripon_and_wautoma_profile_2019.pdf
https://www.diofdl.org/uploads/7/2/4/1/72413413/st_peter_and_st_mary_ripon_and_wautoma_profile_2019.pdf
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https://www.compass.com/listing/n2616-bughs-lake-road-wautoma-wi-

54982/1421152700296093889/ 
 
 

 
St. Mary’s Chapel at Bugh’s Lake - https://www.mapquest.com/us/wisconsin/st-marys-

chapel-400422690 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  John Lawrence Barnes 
Name variations: J. Laurenz Barnes, John Laurenz Barnes 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. C - corporal 
Serial number:  251,081 
Entered service from:  Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: John L. Barnes 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: NOK brother L.G. Barnes, 411 Newhall St.,  Milwaukee WI 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: John L. Barnes 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Lester G. Barnes, 411 Newhall St., Milwaukee WI 
(PFC, Co. B, 107th Amm. Train, Field Artillery) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942): as John Lawrence Barnes - b. 21 Jul 1884 LeRoy, 
Dodge WI; res: Wautoma, Waushara WI. Contact: Miles Colligan [fellow Tuscania survivor], 
Wautoma WI. Not employed. Height: 5’7” – 155 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 24 May 1919 
Address: Wautoma WI 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, Co. B, 107th Ammunition Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 21 Jul 1884 LeRoy, Dodge WI 
Died: 16 Jul 1972 Wautoma, Waushara WI (Wautoma Community Memorial Hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 112219950 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Wautoma, Waushara WI 
Cemetery: Wautoma Union 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Wisconsin Pvt US Army WWI 
  
Father: William Dwight Barnes, 19 Jul 1848 LeRoy, Dodge WI – 15 Jul 1915 Oakfield, Fond 
du Lac WI. Son of Horrace/Horace Barnes (1823-1895, F: 53629159) & Phebe L. Higgins 
(1826-1910, F: 53629220). Buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, LeRoy, Dodge WI.  
Find A Grave: 144809453 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/87637340/person/382065141906/facts 
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Mother: Emelie Parsons Barnes, 25 Mar 1847 VT – 4 Jul 1929. Daughter of Maseina S. 
Parsons & Lydia Blanchard. Buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, LeRoy, Dodge WI. 
Find A Grave: 144809541 
Parents’ marriage: William D. Barns [sic] married Amelia A. Parsons 19 Sep 1869 Dodge 
WI. He is listed as the son of Horrace & Phebe Barns, she the daughter of Massina & Lydia 
B. Parsons. 
Parents’ marriage: 1869 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Children: 
 
Siblings: had 3 brothers & 2 sisters according to obituary 

• Olive Millicent Barnes Sutherland, 22 Sep 1870 Fairmont, Fillmore NE – 1 Sep 1893 
Winnebago Co. WI. Listed as daughter of William D. Barnes & Emelie A. Parsons 
when she married Frank George Sutherland 14 Dec 1892 in Shiocton, Outagamie 
WI. He was born in Waukau WI (where Olive was buried when she died at age 22 the 
year after her marriage.) Frank (1867-1914, F: 29413478) was the son of Andrew 
Sutherland & Harriet Beebe.  Her death record indicates she was the daughter of 
William Barnes & Amenelia Barnes. Died of heart disease. Buried in Waukau 
Cemetery, Wakau, Winnebago WI.   F: 29413111 

• Lester Grant Barnes, 25 Feb 1873 Fairmont, Fillmore NE – 22 Mar 1963 Dodge Co. 
WI. Married in 1894 to Elizabeth May Dexter (1875-1963, F: 114814781). Buried in 
Christ Church Episcopal Columbarium, Whitefish Bay, Milwaukee Co. WI. F: 
114814767 

• Fannie Estelle Barnes Plath, 10 Apr 1875 Fairmont, Fillmore NE – 28 Aug 1952 Fond 
du Lac Co. WI. Wife of William L. Plath (1870-1940, F: 161419868). She is listed as 
the daughter of William D. Barnes & Emele A. Parsons & he (a New London WI 
furniture dealer) is listed as son of August Plath & Augustine Stagg when Fannie & 
William married 28 Oct 1900 Waupaca, Waupaca WI. Buried in Rienzi Cemetery, 
Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. F: 161419867 

• Elmer William Barnes, 31 Aug 1877 Leroy, Dodge WI – 28 Nov 1956 Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI. Married 24 Dec 1902 in West Bend, Washington Co. WI to Henrietta 
Macholtz/Macholz (1880-1927, F: 196814943).  He is listed as b. Oakfield, Dodge WI 
to William D. Barnes & Emelia Parsons. She was born in West Bend WI, daughter of 
Wilhelm Macholz & Wilhelmina Stielow. Died at the home of his son in Milwaukee 
WI. Retired about 30 years earlier, was manager of United Telephone Company & 
long-time resident of Ripon WI. He was survived by brothers Lester & John. Buried in 
Hillside Cemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac WI. F: 196814426 

• Horace Paul (“Rodney”) Barnes, 13 Nov 1881 Vilas Co. WI – 23 Nov 1956 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. – Married 23 Nov 1909 in Green Lake Co. WI to Dora B. 
Eichman (1884-1952, F: 35790823). In 1920 census living in Wautoma, Waushara 



43 
 

WI with his mother, Emelia A. Barnes (72 VT) & his wife Dora B. (34 WI), 1 son & 3 
daughters. Manager of a telephone company. – Buried in St. Thomas Aquinas 
Cemetery, Waterford, Racine WI. F: 35790824 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” 15 May 1925 p 5 
“A telephone lineman by day and an artist by night and week-ends, toiling in his attic studio 
on the top floor of the Sumner Drug Co. building, above the hum of the busy square – that is 
J. Laurenz Barnes, Madison’s newest artist of an individual and ultra-modern school.” 
Employed as lineman by Wisconsin Telephone CO.  Many of the pictures in his studio are 
“studies of the human form. “His individualism, his conception of the male studies as 
more beautiful than the female makes one feel as if Michael Angelo has been resurrected 
and brought to Madison.”  He said he works as a lineman as he has “to get my pork chops 
somehow.” Never went to art school or much of any sort of school. Self-taught art that 
evidenced itself 25 years ago when he as a lad he made sketches on the walls of his 
father’s barn in Oakfield WI. He learned his art & knowledge “from books, from contact 
with all classes of society, from experience with all the hard knocks of life.”  He paints in 
his ordinary work clothes, with a felt hat on his head, “grizzled and tanned by his many 
years of work on the tops of telephone poles.” On the easel “there was a painting nearly 
finished of a great ship sinking the midst of pitch darkness, her upper deck ablaze with the 
light of flames.” He explains that is the sinking, torpedoed troopship “Tuscania” – “as she 
looked to me that fearful night that I was saved and picked up by a U.S. destroyer.”  
 
He continued, “War pictures? Hell yes. I saw enough to paint an art gallery full of them. I 
tried a number and they said the pictures had no perspective and were too frightful. Well, 
there wasn’t any perspective in the war. There was damned little art in the way anyway.” 
He painted pictures so ghastly that he destroyed many of them. Barnes enlisted in the 
Army although he was above the draft age. “Over 40 years of age, he is boyish of eye and 
speech. He was brought up in Oakfield WI & lived for many years in Wautoma, but roamed 
around the entire state of WI as part of his job. He has now settled in Madison. He says he 
traces his ancestors back beyond the Revolutionary days.  
 
"Madison (WI) Capital Times" 4 Nov 1925 p 9 - photo, "Shipwreck Canvas Brings Him 
Fame" - John L. Barnes telephone lineman & artist, paintings came to attention of Mrs. 
W.E. Chase, secretary of the Madison Art Assn. who saw his landscapes & nudes & 
painting of a ship on fire at his studio on the 3rd floor of the Sumner Drug Co. bldg. & were 
mpressed by the excellence of many of his paintings, 40 years old, tanned & weather-
beaten from outdoor work, lays cables & installs poles for Wisconsin Telephone Co., 
unfinished canvas of ship afire in mid-ocean with passengers jumping overboard & fighting 
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for lifeboats based on Tuscania, Mrs. Chase says this remarkable picture should hang in a 
gallery or art institute. Barnes said 290 killed on Tuscania, torpedo blew 14-foot-square 
hole amidships, he slid down rope to destroyer one hour after the torpedo, landscapes 
based on his work around WI, been in Madison for the past year. 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 6 Dec 1925 p 24 “John Barnes Paints When in 
Notion” 
Bare studio, painting by dim light which comes through a small window, “John Barnes, 
artist-lineman of Madison, is a picturesque figure.” He does not care for fame or 
recognition, but paints for the pure joy of creation. His weather-scarred face lights up when 
he speaks of his work. He wears a heavy flannel shirt open at the neck & wipes his hands 
on corduroy breeches before lighting his pipe. “Blue eyes with a twinkle of humor peer out 
from under a tangled mop of sandy hair.” He has spent 40 years “wandering about.”  He 
said “Anywhere I hang my hat is home. My father was a tramp before me. Guess it runs in 
the family. He paints on Saturday afternoon & Sundays. He has done a surprising amount 
of work, but most of his sketches are unfinished, as he grows tired of the scene and drops 
it for some time. He doesn’t care if he sells a picture, as he paints for his own amusement. 
One picture sold for $73 but he thought that was “flying pretty high.” Mrs. E.C. Chase, 
secretary of the Madison Art Appreciation Association, visited his studio recently and 
complimented him highly on his use of color. She suggested some education; he has had 
no training. Prefers to paint with oils as watercolor is too thin. At present he is depicting the 
sinking of the “Tuscania” from memory. He was a corporal in the Wauwatosa section of the 
Red Arrow Division and was a passenger on the torpedoed ship. “The powerful glare of 
great arcs sheds a ghastly glare on the dreadful scene pictured below. Lifeboats are being 
lowered frantically, and men are leaping wildly into the dark waaters.” He paints from real 
life and photographs.  
 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” 29 Sep 1927 p 62: “John Barnes Painting Wins French Praise” 
John Laurence Barnes, a Madison artist, has works which recently received high criticism 
from two Parisian art reviews. He intends to open a studio in Madison. Two of his pictures – 
“The Sinking of Tuscania” and “Saym Burgh” – constitute his outstanding efforts so far. He 
first started to paint while living in Baraboo in 1912. During the war he served with the 32nd 
Division and in the 107th Supply Train & took part in many of the war’s major engagements. 
His most outstanding experience in the war was being on the torpedoed “Tuscania.” He 
has twice exhibited in Chicago and intends to exhibit in New York this winter. “La Revue 
Moderne” wrote: “The two canvases which constitute the offering of John Laurentz-Barnes 
rank in my opinion among the best works of this gallery. They come from an entirely 
personal conception of the art of painting, and from a spirit perfectly independent in regard 
to the rules and regulations of a school or a studio. Besides, he has been his own teacher. 
His art comes entirely from instinct and feeling.” 
 
“Without a teacher of any kind, but by personal observation, by lectures and by persistent 
work, he has come today to a certain position as a painter and has become conscious of 
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his personality, which today is easily seen in his work, and which draws the eyes of the 
spectator and holds him spellbound.”  
 
The “Revue du Vrai et du Beau” wrote: “These works so living and poignant with reality 
attracted my attention. In the case of this artist, one is not in the presence of a 
professional. The qualities of composition and of meaning which strike us in his work are 
even more remarkable. Talent in him is strong and sincere; nothing in his work gives 
evidence of effort of affectation. The passion for art has taken possession of this simple 
soul, who adores nature and truth above all thing.” Barnes works for the Wisconsin 
Telephone Co. & spends but a part of his time painting. He intends to call the studio he will 
open the “Menagerie” – the name is a personal whim. 
 
“Madison Capital Times” 28 Oct 1927 p 8 – 1 of many ads for the Menagerie studio. Public 
invited to view the oil paintings of J. Laurenz Barnes at 15 S. Pinckney, 3rd floor, over 
Sumner’s Drug Store on Saturday & Sunday afternoon. “A few desirable pieces are still on 
hand ranging in price from $30 to $50.” 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 5 Apr 1928 p 14 
Ad for The Menagerie – Wautoma & Madison, Saturday & Sunday afternoons, by J. Laurenz 
Barnes, 15 S. Pinckney. A person can keep a painting for 6 months and then pay for it at the 
end of that time period. Believes a person cannot tell if he/she likes a particular work in a 
shorter period. Prices range from $15 to $400. 
 
“Madison Capital Times” 4 Feb 1930 p 10 
Twelve years ago Wednesday (5 Feb) at 6 p.m. the Tuscania was torpedoed, and sunk in 
less than an hour later. [not accurate – sunk 3 hours later]. “A futuristic painting” was hung 
this morning in the foyer of the Capitol Theater in Madison & will be unveiled at the same 
hour, 6 p.m. tomorrow (5 Feb 1930).  The painting was done by John L. Barnes, 
construction foreman with the Wisconsin Telephone Co. who was in the 107th Supply Train 
“and whose memory of the torpedoing was vivid enough to enable him to transfer the 
scene to canvas.” 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” 5 Feb 1930 p 24 
“Tuscania Painting on Display Here” 
An oil painting depicting the sinking of the “Tuscania” by John Laurenz-Barnes, one of the 
survivors, will be exhibited at the Capital Theater beginning at 6 p.m. on 5 Feb. Only 
troopship torpedoed while carrying troops. The only Madison man listed among survivors is 
C.L. Harrington, superintendent of forests & parks in the conservation commission. “The 
events were so unforgetably [sic] imprinted in the mind of Mr. Barnes that he was able to 
reproduce it vividly on canvas and win the praise of art critics.” 
  
"Oshkosh Northwestern" 7 Feb 1930 p 3 – John L. Barnes of Madison, formerly of 
Wautoma, was elected president of Tuscania Survivors Assn. (apparently only the WI 
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group) meeting in Oshkosh, their 4th annual meeting, held in the American Legion club 
room in Oshkosh. 
 
“Madison Capital Times” 20 Jan 1933 p 1 
Two Madison survivors – John L. Barnes & Clyde P. Diggles – attending NTSA reunion 
marking 15th anniversary. The contingent from Wautoma numbered 70, the largest group 
from any one place on board. 
 
“Madison Capital Times” 12 Jun 1934 p 11 
John Laurenz Barnes, formerly employed by the Wisconsin Telephone Co. and who lived at 
the Simon Hotel, had always wanted to be a painter. Several years ago he took an extended 
vacation from his work & began painting in earnest. After this vacation, he decided to keep 
on painting. He paints seascapes, landscapes & portraits. His best-known picture is “The 
Sinking of the Tuscania” which has been exhibited in Madison WI at the Capitol Theater 
and the Simon Hotel & several out-of-town exhibitions. Barnes was an enlisted man on the 
“Tuscania” and was one of the first men off the ship, “so that the picture was painted from 
indelible memories to inform the good people of Bugh’s Lake and surrounding country of 
that terrible experience. This painting has now gone to New York. Barnes’s “Blacksmith 
Shop” still hangs in the Simon Hotel, having been purchased by the proprietor, Mr. 
Ophaug. Barnes reminds people of services at his  Episcopal Chapel at Bugh’s Lake. 
Episcopalian dignitaries vacationing in the area last summer conducted services there, 
while several metropolitan bishops have preached there.  If there is no clergyman, then the 
ex-lineman reads the service. Last year Barnes bought a piece of land on Bugh’s Lake 
about a mile from Wautoma and built a little cottage and painting studio. Near the cottage 
is a little hill, and he many times thought it would be a fine place for a little chapel. About 
one year ago he began building the chapel, doing most of the work himself. The church has 
a steeple and bell tower, the bell being just a big dinner bell like those used to call 
farmhands into meals. The chapel seats 36 but can hold if some attendees stand. Although 
the chapel was used last year, Barnes continued to work on it through the spring & winter & 
it is much finer. He is painting a series of panels inside depicting scenes in the life of 
Christ. He also constructed a nearby grotto, made of local stones with a big cross at the 
back made from some local purple stone. Now he is collecting stones to make a mosaic 
veneer of rock over the present wooden structure of the chapel. The chapel is dedicated to 
the memory of Barnes’s mother. 
 
“Eau Claire Leader-Telegram” 7 Feb 1935 p 2 
Reunion marking 17th anniversary, with Sheboygan WI selected for near year. John L. 
Barnes is NTSA chaplain. The group adopted a resolution asking President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt & Wisconsin’s two senators to enact the Senate bill providing medals to 
Tuscania survivors. Dr. Wilhelm Meyer from Saarbrucken, Germany, was invited, but had 
too many duties following recent plebiscite. 
 
"Sheboygan [WI] Press" 5 Feb 1936 p 1 - photo, NTSA officer (listed as Rev. John Barnes, 
the association chaplain) 
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“Rhinelander (WI) Daily News” 8 Jun 1937 p 1 – perhaps John Barnes’s painting? 

 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 28 Aug 1965 p 8 “Oshkosh Girl Married in Rural Chapel” 
Miss Janet Goehrs, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Warren J. Goehrs of Oshkosh, married Thomas 
Alan Hudson, son of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Hudson of Wausau, in the rustic chapel of St. 
Mary’s by the Lake in Wautoma on 28 Aug 1965.  This was the first wedding ceremony to be 
performed in the natural granite & wood chapel built by hand by John Barnes of Wautoma.  
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 24 Jul 1966 p 33 (page number from newspapers.com, in 
actuality p. D 1) 
“Man’s Dream Lives in A Small Stone Church” 
“Two miles from Wautoma, on placid Lake Bugh, is a monument to a man’s dream, “St. 
Mary by the Lake,” the only Episcopal church in all Waushara County. The small stone 
chapel was built in its entirety by World War I veteran, John Barnes. The chapel is at the 
end of the road, a mecca for summer sightseers. Sometimes the lay reader is the builder 
himself – Barnes.  Barnes, a survivor of the “Tuscania” and often a winter resident of the 
Grand Army Home at King WI, dreamed for many years of building the little chapel before 
he could find just the spot. When the land was purchased, Lake Bugh was surrounded by 
wilderness, but now is dotted with summer cottages.  
 
After buying the land, Barnes – an artist, architect and carpenter – designed the chapel, 
with construction beginning in June 1933. On 20 Aug 1933, the chapel was dedicated by 
the late Bishop Reginald Weiler of Fond du Lac. The stones used in construction were all 
found in Waushara County. Selected colors of sandstone were collected over the years by 
Barnes. Some stones weighed as much as 3,600 pounds but were set in the chapel with 
the aid of a stone chisel. Over the sandstone altar is a painting by Barnes of Christ on 
Calvary. The tabernacle on the altar is also of Barnes’s design and construction. Outside 
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the chapel is a sundial made by Barnes and a shrine built into the chapel wall. The bell 
tower is 12 feet high; the bell inside is a gift of the late Cass Williams, a Wautoma village 
pioneer. 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Oshkosh [WI] Northwestern" 17 Jul 1972 p 27 
John L. Barnes d. age 87, Wautoma resident, died early Sunday morning at Wautoma 
Community Memorial Hospital. He was b. 21 Jul 1884 WI, in early 1930s built by hand the 
St. Mary of the Lake Episcopal Chapel on the NE shore of Bughs Lake, about 2 miles E. of 
Wautoma in memory of parents, deeded it to Fond du Lac Episcopal diocese. Services held 
there weekly by the Rev. Robert Brown of Ripon WI. No immediate survivors, member of 
American Legion, WWI vet - Tuscania survivor 
 
From Waushara County Historical Society – newspaper obituary, no citation but likely July 
1972 
“Death Claims Builder of Bugh’s Lake Chapel” – photo of Barnes in 1968 with the oil 
painting of “The Sinking of the Tuscania” 
Familiar figure in Wautoma for past 40 years. Failing health for several months. “A note 
found in his Bible left careful instructions for his funeral and burial.” Born 21 Jul 1884 in 
Florence, son of William D. & Emilie Parsons Barns. Corporal in Co. L, 5th Wisconsin 
Infantry in WWI, one of 65 survivors of the 70 Waushara County volunteers on the 
torpedoed & sunk English ship, the “Tuscania.” At the 50th reunion of Tuscania survivors in 
Milwaukee in 1968, the national secretary of the organization said this was probably the 
final reunion. At one time John was manager of the telephone exchange at Wautoma. After 
his retirement, he did stone work and built, by hand, the Episcopal Chapel of St. Mary at 
Bugh’s Lake in 1932 in memory of his parents & in thanksgiving for his survival when 
Tuscania sank. He used several thousand pounds of sandstone of various colors from the 
Stratton farm north of Wautoma. The chapel was deeded to the Fond du Lac diocese of the 
Episcopal Church, and operates as a mission outreach by St. Peter’s Episcopalian Church 
of Ripon. Services are held at 6:30 p.m. each Saturday night by Father Robert Brown. 
John’s oil paintings hang in the front of the little chapel. A military funeral was held Tuesday 
afternoon at the Patterson Funeral Home (Wautoma) & at graveside. Father D. Strom 
officiated at the funeral & later at the memorial service held in John’s little chapel. 
Members of the Wolman-Minskey American Legion Post 317 of Wautoma also participated 
in the rites. Burial was in Wautoma Cemetery. John is survived by 5 nephews & 8 nieces, 
and was preceded in death by his parents, 3 brothers & 2 sisters. 
 
Social Security Number: 398-36-9940 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 LeRoy, Dodge WI 
Wm. D. Barnes, 31 WI, parents b. NY, farmer 
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Emelea A., 31 VT, parents b. VT, keeping house 
Olive, 9 NE 
Lester, 7 NE 
Fanny, 5 NE 
Elmer, 2 WI 
 
1900 Oxford, Marquette WI 
William Barnes, 51 WI, Jul 1848, parents b. NY, married 31 years, farmer 
Amelia, 53 VT, Mar 1847, parents b. VT, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
John S., 15 WI, Jul 1884, single, at school 
 
1905 WI state census – Oxford, Marquette WI 
W.D. Barnes, 57 WI, parents b. NY, farmer 
Emilie A., 58 VT, parents b. VT 
John S., 20 WI, single 
 
1910 Oakfield, Fond du Lac WI – his parents 
William D. Barnes, 62 WI, both parents b. WI, married 41 years, farmer 
Emilie A., 63 VT, both parents b. VT, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
 
1920 Wautoma, Waushara WI – St. Marie St. – conducted 3 Jan 1920 
John L. Barnes, 35 WI, single, father b. WI, mother b. VT, lineman, telephone co., boarder 
with: 
Emery A. Weeks (47 WI) & his wife Vesta D. Weeks (41 KS), their 10-year-old daughter, his 
in-laws (Vesta’s parents), 2 servants, a hired man & 6 boarders.  
Three of the boarders – John L. Barnes, Sever Jarvis (age 30 WI) & Miles Colligan (age 24 WI) 
- are Tuscania survivors. Colligan & Jarvis are both listed as the proprietor of a garage. 
 
1930 – John is double-counted, at 2 different locations, only 2 days apart: 
 
1930 Madison, Dane WI – 115 S. Hancock St. – conducted 11 Apr 1930 – line 100 
John L. Barnes, 45 WI, single, father b. WI, mother b. VT – telephone lineman, WWI veteran 
Boarding with Amanda O. Peterson (38 WI) & 3 female boarders 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/59780385:6224 
And 
1930 Madison, Dane WI – 110 S. Blair St. – conducted 13 Apr 1930 – line 83 
John L. Barnes, 45 WI, single, father b. WI, mother b. VT, laborer, Bell Telephone, not a 
veteran 
Boarding with Edward Serstad (56 Norway), wife Anna Serstad & their 3 children. Edward 
has 4 male lodgers 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/59781662:6224?tid=87637340&pid=382065142053&queryId=ebc06b416f9c
94b7e9270b46a43358a6&_phsrc=cPx4204&_phstart=successSource 
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1940 Farmington, Waupaca WI – resident of Bryant Hill, WI Veterans Home – in 1935 in 
Wautoma, Waushara WI – line 24 – conducted 11 Apr 1940 
John L. Barnes, 55 WI, single, institionalized 
 
1950 Wautoma, Waushara WI – Bughs Lake Rd. 
John S. Barnes, 65 WI, never married, occupation left blank 
 


